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ELEVEN 

SERMONS 

Prcach'd  upon 

Special   Occafions, 

By  the  Late  Reverend 

Mr.  JOHN  TIGGOTT, 

Minifter  of  the  .Go(pel. 

Being  all  that  were  Printed  in  his  iifc-time. 

Together  with 

I  Mr.  Pilkington's  Recantation  of 
the  Errors  of  the  Romilh  Church,  as  'twas 
publilh'd  by  Mr.  P  i  g  g  o  t  t. 

To  which  is  added,  I 

Mr.  TiGGOTTs  Funeral  Sermon, 
preach'd  by  Mr.  Joseph  Stennett; 
Containing  fome  Account  of  his  Life  and 
Charafter. 
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Printed  by  John  Darby  ia  Bdrtholomew-Clofe, 
for  Nath.  Cliff  and  Dan.  Jackson  at 
the  Bible  and  Three  Crowns  in  Cheapfide^  and 
Jonas  Browne  at  the  Black  Swan  without 
Tcmfle-Bar.     M.DCC.XIV. 
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A  Good  IQng  and  his  Tebpky  the  f pedal 
Care  of  Heaven, 


SERMON 

Preach'd  AprW  \6,  16^6. 
Being  a  Day  of 

^uhlick  Thank/giving^ 

For  the  Difcovery  and  Defeat  of  the  late 
Deteftable  Confpiracy  againft  His  Ma- 
jefly's  Perfon,  and  of  a  DefignM  Inva. 
iion  from  Frmee, 
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To  the  Right  Honourable 

CHARLES 

Earl  of  MoNMOuTH)6'<:. 


My  Lord, 

Should  not  ha'Ve  prefumd  to 
in/crihe  fo  Great  a  T^ame 
in  the  Front  of  Jo  mean  a 
Pifcourfe,  had  not  your 
Lordjh'tp  s  Signal  Loyalty  to  his  prefent 
Majefiy  I^ng  William,  your  conjiant 
Zeal  for  the  Liberties  of  England,  and 
your  extenfive  Candor  to  all  True  ^ro- 
teftiyttSy  confpir'd  to  encourage  the  Jt- 
tempt, 

B  2  For 
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The  Epiftle  Dedicatory^ 

For  as  our  Late  Common  Deliverance, 
hy  the  merciful  froyidence  of  God,  was 
theOccafion  of  this  Sermon  j  fo  Iperfuade 
my  felf  your  Lordjh'tp  is  too  much  ajfeEied 
with  this  great  Blejfmg,  to  he  difpleas'dat 
the  weakeft  Effort  that  any  one  can  make, 
with  a  Jincere  and  honeji  Dejtgn  to  ce/e- 
hrate  it» 

That  your  Lordfhip  and  your  KoUt 
Family  may  enjoy  the  ^lejfmgs  both  of  th^ 
Life,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come,  is  the 
earneji  grayer  of, 

(My  Lord)    • 

Your  Lordjhifs 

yery  Humble  and 

Obedient  Servanty 


John  Piggott. 
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A 

Thankfgiving  Sermon 

O  N    T  H  E 

Difcovery  of  the  Late  Plot. 

PsAL.  cxliv.  lO.    r 

It  is  He  that  giyeth  Salvation  mto  IQngs  ; 
who  deliyereth  David  his  Senant, 
from  the  hurtful  Sword, 

Prcfame  that  upon  the  very  read- 
ing thefe  Words,  you  are  convinc'd 
that  they  are  not  unfutable  to  the 
Work  of  this  Dayj  who  are  here 
liefore  the  Almighty,  to  acknow- 
l?dg  that  he  hath  eminently  given  Salvation  tq 
oar  Kingy  and  hath  miraculoufly  deliver'd  him 
from  the  hurtful  Sword  j  by  bringing  to  light 
the  hidden  Works  of  Darknefs,  by  baffling  and 

^  3  defeating 
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6  J  ThanksgiVmg' Sermon^  on 

defeating  the  late  barbarous  Confpiracy  of  wic- 
ked Men  to  a0a(Rnat€  His  RejtA  Ferfon,  and 
to  rob  his  Sabjeds  of  their  eft^bUfliM  Liber- 
ties, by  cQcotrragidg  a&d  aflTifting  an  fnyafioQ 
from  France. 

Efpeciany  confidering  that  this  Pfalm,  of 
which  my  Text  is  a  part,  is  thought  to  have 
been  com  pos'd  after  th^  Death  of  Saul^  and  ia 
the  beginning  of  David\  Reign.  Whenever  it 
was,  it  certainly  followed  fome  ^xtraordioa^-y 
DeUyerapc?,  which  T>mid  \\2l^  reccivM,  ai|d  ^es 
in  the  Text,  acknowkdg  to  be  given  by  a  Ipe- 
cial  Hand  of  God :  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  it  was  in  the  beginning  of  his  Reign ;  for 
tho  David  was  at  firft  anointed  by  a  fpecial 

I  Sam.  IS.  C^funiiaikl  of  Godj  (w  Wk  SW  fvwy'4  rt^'Sc^-* 

**•  '5-  tkv  of  ifrael)  to  ffgnify  that  God  frad  choferi 
him  to  govern  his  People,  and  that  upon  Saufs 
Death  he  was  [mmcdtately  to  fitttip  theThruncf 
yet  after  he  was  anointed  King  over  the  Houfe 

isi«am.2.4,  of  Judahy  it  vfas  a. longtime  bcfe^rc  he  fubdued 
the  Rebellions  of  thofe  that  adher'd  to  Jjkhojheth 

ver.  8.  th^  Son  of  S4W,  who  ntode  fome  PreteiK^  to  the 
^^'  ^  Crown,  aod  was  accordingly  afflfted  by  jiiner 
the  chief  Captain  df  SanCs  Hoft,  and  fd  made 
King  over  Gilead^^fji^  Qv^  the  ^$ffpriUh  wd 
over  Jezreel^  and  over  Ephraim^  and  over  Ben^ 
jamin^  and  over  all  Ifrael^  .except  Ji^daky  as  the 
next  VcFfe  informs  us,  vcr.  lo.  But  the  Haufe 
of  Jadah  followed  David. 

So  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  firft  feven 
Years  of  Davidt%  Reign  was  fpent  in  the  Fa- 
tfgues  of  a  hazardous  War '^  hazardous  it  muft  , 
needs  be,  when  he  had  refereflious  and  unnatu- 
ral Sabjefls  at  Home,  and  cruel  Eiicaiies  A- 
broarf.  Yet  God  was  pleasM  by  his  remarkable 
Proteaion  and  Defence,  to  diiappoint  wicked 
Men  in  their  Defign^  againft  him.  Which 
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the  DifcoVery  of  the  late  Tlot.  7 

Which  occafions  him  in  the  beginning  pf  the 
Pfeli^  tor  exprcft  \ih  gratefal  Rcfcntnients  in 
ftich  Words  as  thcfc :  SUfed  be  the  Lord  my 
Strengrhj  whp  teacheth  my  ffandstewar^  and  my 
fingers  to  fyht :  My  G.oodnefs  and  my  Fortrejs^ 
my  high  Tomr  and  my  Deliverer^  my  Shield  and  He 
in  rpbvnn  I  trt^fi  j  who  fubducth  my  People  under 
me. 

q.  d.  \  difclaim  aU  glqxying  in  my  own  Pru- 
dence and  Conduft,  and  deftrc  to  give  t^e  en- 
tire Praifc  of  my  Saccefs  and  Viaory  to  hii^ 
that  hath  girded  mje  with  Strength  unto  Battel : 
who  has  caufed  thofe  to,  hrp  under  me  thap  rofe  up  pfai.  ig.  j^. 
againfi  m^e.  The  Coupfets  of  mine  Enemies 
fca\rc  becnb^ed  by  theWifdom  of  God,  and 
their  Armies  fcatter'd  by  Him  who  is  the  Lord 
of  Hofl;s.  . 

God  ha^  eminently  been  pty  Deliverer,  for 
he  hath  faved  me  from  thofe  whoji  Mouth  fpeahtb  v«.8. 
^anity^  apd  whofe  right  Hand^  is  a  right  Hand  of 
Palfiood.  Iq  which  Defctiption  of  his  Enemies 
tie  plainly  intimates  they  were  flich  as  paid  no 
deference  to  Trntii  or  Juftice,  to  Honour  or  Re- 
ligion :  It  refers  to  the  Caftom  of  the  Jews, 
who  when  they  fwore  lifted  up  their  right  Hand 
towards  Heaven ;;  and  when  they  entered  into 
a  Gavenai^t  with  Men,  to  Ggnify  their  Confent, 
they  g^ve  one  another  the  fame  Hand:  Their 
right  ff^nd  is  a  right  Hand  of  Faljhood  j  they  are 
Men  that  qan  break  in  qpon  their  own  Cove- 
nants, and  violate  their  Oaths  to  God  j  Trea- 
chery and  Cruelty  compofe  their  Charader. 

And  how  jaftly  this  fame  Defcription  may  be 
affixt  to  our  Enemies,  I  need  not  fay  j  fince  we 
all  underftand  the  Language  of  a  Defpotick  and 
Arbitrary  Power,  which  in  the  late  Reign  made 
great  Advances  againft  our  Civil  Rights,  and  a- 

B  4  gainft 
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8  A  ThanJ(sgiVing'Sermonj  on 

gaitifl:  our  Religion  too :   And  as  for  Lewis  the 
i4r/7of  France^  the  A(hes  of  the  Proteftants  dc** 
molifhed  Temples,  the  Blood  of  their  flaughtc- 
red  Inaocents,  bothinFr^wr  and  in  the  Vallies^ 
of  Piedmont^  arc  enough  to  make  his  Name  for 
ever  to  be  condemn'd  in  Hiftory,  as  being  one 
of  the  molt  barbarous  Sons  of  Violence  and^ 
Blood.    Now  a  Deliverance  from  fuch  Enemies 
as  thefe,  did  fo  awaken  the  Gratitude  of  Davii^ 
fct.  ^      that  he  cries  out,  I  mil  fing  a  new  Song  unto  thee^ 
OGod:   as  if  he  had  faid,  1  will  not  alienate, 
from  my  great  Deliverer  that  Tribute  of  t^raiifc^ 
that  is  his  rightful  Due.     Then  foUowcth  the 
Text,   It  is  He  that  giveth  Salvation  mto  Kings  ; 
who  deliver eth  David  his  Servant  from  the  hurtful 
Sword. 

.   Which  Wordi  will  furnilh  us  with  thefe  two 
general  Heads  of  Difcourfe ; 

I.  That  the  Salvation  and  Viftorythit  good 
;       Kings  obtain,  is  given  them  of  God. 
JI.  That  it  is  by  a  fpecial  Providence  of  God 
that  righteous  Kings  (aod  confequcntly 
the  People  under  their  Government)  arc 
delivered  from  the  mifchievous  Defigns  and 
Plots  of  evil  Men^ 
I  fay' righteofis  Kings^  becaufe  my  Text  faith, 
Pav id  thy. Servant i  ^nd  1  add  thefe  words,  from 
the  mifchievom  Defigns  atfd  Plots  of  evil  Men    be- 
caufe my  Text  fays,  from  the  hurtful  Sword  ^  i.  e. 
from   the  defign'd  Mifchiefs   of  the  hurtful 
Sword,  which  was  to  takeaway  the  Life  of  the 
Jnnocentt 
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the  DifccDJ^ry  of  the  late  f  lot. 
I  begin  with  the  firft  of  thefe,  namely  j 

That  the  Salvation  or  ViSory  that  Good 
Kings  obtain,  is  given  them  of  God. 

'  All  that  I  Ihall  fay  to  this  Obfer ration  (hall 
be  only  to  prove  it,  that  I  may  make  the  bet- 
ter way  to  the  fecond,  which  I  defign  (God 
willing)  principally  to  fpeak  to. 

For  the  Proof  of  this  firfl:  Obfervation,  fee 
thc9Eeclef.  ii.  /  returned  and  jaw  under  the 
Sun^  that  the  Race  is  not  to  the  Swiftj  nor  the  Bat^ 
^el  to  the  Strongs  &c.  A  fwift  Runner  may,  tire, 
in  a  Race,  and  come  laft  to  the  Goal;  and  a 
ftrong  Army  mifs  of  Vidory,  for  Saccefs  in 
\yar  does  not  always  enfue  upon  vaft  Prepara* 
tions,  and  a  mighty  Force. 

So  that  fometimes  the  moft  unlikely  Under- 
takings fucceed  well,  when  the  mod  probable 
and  belt-laid  Defigns  are  defeated  and  broken. 
And  how  is  this  brought  about,  but  by  the 
Finger  of  God  ?  Who  as  he  hath  made^  fo  he 
alfo  governs  the  World,  and  gives  Succefs  and 
Viftory  to  whom  he  pleafes  •,  to  whom  we  may 
fay,  as  King  'Afa  in  his  Prayer,  zChron*  14. 
1 1 .  Lord^  it  is  nothing  with  thee  to  helpj  whether 
with  Many  J  or  with  them  that  have  no  Power. 

God  hath  fometimes  given  a  Defeat  to  a  nu- 
merous Army  by  vifible  Miracles.  Need  I  in-r 
ftance  in  that  amazing  Check  that  the  proudS 
King  of  Ajfyria  met  with  in  the  Overthrow  aad 
Ruine  of  his  Army  by  an  Angel,  who  Qew  an 
hundred  fourfcore  and  five  thoufand  in  one 
Night  ?  Or  need  I  tell  you  of  the  Wonders  God 
wrought  in  Egyft  for  his  People  •,  or  what  a  pe- 
liverance  be*  gave  them  at  the  Red-Sea  ? 

This 
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I  €>  A  Thankspying'Sermonj  m 

This  DoQxint  that  l  am  now  npon  V€3:9  fo 
well  underftood  by  Davidy  that  he  frequemly 
renounced  any  Dependance  upon  an  external 
«ki.  33*  ts.  Force :  TT^ere  is  no  King  (fays  be)  faved  by  the 
Multitude  of  anHofi:  A  mighty  Man  is  pot  d^li- 
ver'd  by  much  Strength.  And  m  the  44^^  ffaL  6.  I , 
^iU  not  trufitffinyBoWy  neither  fiai  my  Sword 
fave  me. 

And  this  is  yet  farther  confirnrM  by  Solomon^ 
Trov.  21.31.  the  Fforfe  is  frevar^d  againfi  thf 
Day  of  Battel :  but  F'iSlory  is  of  the  Lord. 

To  whom  but  to  God  could  the  Viftory  of 
Gideon  OYer  a  very  numerous  Army  be  afcribcd, 
when  the  Clattering  of  Pitchers,  the  Soujid  of 
Trumpets^  the  Light  of  Lamps,  and  the  united 
Ju<%.  7.  a.  Cry  of  300  Men,  IThe  Sword  of  the  Lord  and  of 
^  "•  Gideon\  difcomfited  a  Mighty  Hoft,  and  caufed 
every  Man's  Sword  to  be  againft  his  Fellow  ? 
But  what  need  I  run  fo  ma-ny  Ages  back,  when 
f  here  have  been  fo  many  Inllances  within  our 
Memory,  to  confirm  my  Obfervation  > 

Farticulatly  the  late  Qlorious  Revoiutfon  by 

the  Undertaking  of  the  then  Prince  of  Orange^ 

the  prefent  King  of  thefc  Realms.    How  did  all 

/     things  concur  to  bring  aboat  our  Pcjiverance 

fi-offl  Popery  and  Arbitrary  Power? 

When  we  faw  no  way  of  efcaping,  how  did 
God  difpirit  the  Array  of  the  late  King,  which 
on  a  fudden  was  ftruck  with  fuch  a  Pannick 
Fear,  that  thofe  that  went  not  over  to  our  De- 
liverer were  fc^ttered  in  the  greateft  Diforder, 
like  Men  under  the  vifiblc  Eficas  of  the  higbeft 
Confternation  and  Fear  > 

So  that  our  Deliverance  advanced  towards  us 
with  incredible  Swiftnefs,  and  was,  beyond  all 
Expeaation,  obtained  with  Kttle  or  no  expence 
of  Blood. 

We 
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We  were  oot  exalted  to  oor  Happi nefs  op- 
on  the  Graves  of  oor  Frkfids,  or  the  Alhes 
of  our  Dwellings.  And  are  not  alt  thefe  the 
indelibleCharafters  of  the  Divine  Hand  ?  To 
cloft  this  Head :  To  whom,  hot  God,  (halt 
we  attribute  his  Majefty's  Succefs  in  the  Re- 
dudk>n  of  Ireland ;  and  fince,  in  feveral  Con- 
qoe(H  and  Vidories,  both  bf  Sea  and  Land, 
and  paiticolarly  the  Succefs  of  the  laft  Cam- 
paign? But  I  have  faid  enough  to  this  firft 
Oblbrvatien. 

f  OMkfv.  1.  That  It  is  by  a  fpecial  Providence 
of  God,  that  righteoos  Kings  and  thrir  Peo- 
pie,  are  deliver'd  from  the  mifcbievons  De- 
figns  am)  Plots  of  evil  Men.  In  difocmrfing 
on  this  Argontnt,  I  ftaB  attempt  tfae&  three 
tWngs. 

I.  To  teft  you  when  we  may  bek  apon  a 
Deliverance,  from  ^  Plot  ag^olt  a  good  King 
aad  his  Pec^le,  to  be  by  a  fp^ciat  Providence 
of  God. 

II.  Afllgn  fome  Reafens^  why  God  Alnrighty^ 
by  his  fpecial  Providence,  does  at  fo«ie  times 
deK\^r  a  righteous  King  and  his  Peopk,  from 
the  mifchievous  Defigns  and  Plots  of  evil 
Mem 

Hi.  Make  fotHie  Vfe  faitabte  to  the  Solem- 
nity  of  this  Day,  and  that  Deliverance  for 
which  we  are  aflemkded  to  praife  God, 

I.  I  am  to  tell  you,  when  we  may  look  «p- 
on  a  Deliverance  from  a  Plot  againft  a  King 
atid  bis  People,  to  be  a  fp«:ial  Providence  of 
God. 

I.  When 
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I.  When  Men  of  great  Policy  and  Skill, 
that  are  engag'd  in  fuch  Plots,  are  feiz'd  with 
a  Spirit  of  Giddincfs,  being  inclined  to  fol- 
low that  Advice  that  in  all  probability  will 
weaken  the  Attempt,  and  lay  open  the  whole 
Confpiracy. 

How  often  hath  God  turned  the  Counfels  of 
Plotters  againftthemfelves?  For  He,  inwhofe 
hands  are  the  Hearts  of  all  Men,  hath  made 
fome  of  them  that  were  big  with  the  Defigns 
of  his  Peoples  Ruin,  empty  themfelves  in  their 
own  Confufion, 
•^f  appears     Gullt  has  been  legible  in  their  Countenances, 
by  thtpre-  ^^^  ^\^^q  the  Ittfatuatiou  of  their  Counfels, , 
('Xjocll  they  have  ferved  the  ^Interclt  they'defign'd 
tion^'n^hicb  10  overthrow.    And  as  the  Lord  turn'd  the 
Tei'^'t"  Heart  of  the  King  of  jijfyris  unto  the  Jewsy 
late  confpi,  to  ftrengtheu   their  Hands  in  the  Work  of 
"^'^^         the  Houfe  of  God,  Ezxa  6.22.  fo  he  does  fre- 
quently turn  the  Counfels  of  his  Enemies  to 
the  Service  of  his  Church  •,  aad  their  Policies 
are  fo  baffled  by  thp  Spirit  of  Wifdom,  that 
'  they  meet  with  nothing  but  Difappointment , 

and  Shame.     As  in  Hefod^s  Plot  agaiuft  the 
Life  of  our  Lord,   who  fearing  that  he  would 
^  rival  him  in  his  Throne,  forms  a  Defign  to 

'  murder  him.    And  z[t\io  Herod  was  a  Man  of 

i  very   great  Craft  and  Subtilty,  yet  in  this 

Confpiracy  his  Sagacity  feems  to  be  reversed  j 
.  (according  to  that  of  the  Prophet,  Jfa.  44. 25. 

I  He  turneth  Wife-men  backward^  and  maketh  their 

L  Knowledg  Foolijhnefs)  and  he  afts  direSly  repug- 

f.  nant  to  all  the  celebrated  Maxims  of  Policy  ; 

^..  for  altho  he  knew  that  the  Wife-men  had  feea 

Chrift's  Star  in  the  Eaft,  and  were  going  to 
worlhip  him,   yet  he  never  thinks  of  fending 
his  Guards  with  them,  or  going  himfelf  in  a 
4-  Rcligioai 
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Religions  Difgaife,  which  according  to  Hamaa 
Probability  jnight  have  efiedaally  brought  a- 
1)oaRht  the  Barbarous  Defign.    Bat  what  could 
he  do  ?   The  Hand  of  God  was  againlt  him, 
and  be  ads  like  one  under  the  Power  of  Infatu-  Qaos  jopi- 
ationi  for  he  fends  thefc  Wife-men  to  f^tztchZr^^^ 
diligently  for  the  young  Child,  and  entruftsmeocac. 
them  to  bring  him  word  where  he  might  go 
and  worlhip  him.    Surely  never  Prince  afted^**-*-** 
more  againlt  the  Rules  of  Policy !  to  depend 
upon  the  Notice  of  thofe  Men,  whofe  Perfons 
he  knew  as  little  of,  as  their  Studies ;   and 
of  whofe  Kindnefs,   Conftancy  and  Fidelity, 
he  had  lefs  Aflurance  than   of  either  :   they 
came  from  a  far  Country,    fome   fay  from 
Sufa  in  Perfidj  others  from  jirabia  Fdlix ;  the 
former  is  about  920  Miles,   the  latter  above 
1240. 

Now,  I  fay,  that  he  fhonld  trult  fuch  as 
thefe,  to  me  is  an  inconteftable  Evidence  that 
he  was  feized  with  a  Spirit  of  Giddincfs  and 
Infatuation,  and  that  God  by  a  fpecial  Provi- 
dence render'd  his  abominable  Defign  abortive ; 
cfpecially  when  I  confider  that  the  wife  Men  Mtt.2, 11. 
were  warn'd  of  God  in  a  Dream  that  they 
ihould  not  return  to  Herodj  and  that  accord- 
ingly they  departed  into  their  own  Country  vcr,  ij. 
another  way  %  while  Jofefh  is  warned  by  an 
Angel  in  a  Dream  to  take  Jefus  and  his  Mo- 
ther, and  flee  into  Egy ft  x  all  which  contribu- 
ted to  give  a  total  Defeat  to  Herod\  black 
Defign  againfk  the  Life  of  our  Lord. 

Alas !  Men  are  fometimes  under  fuch  difor- 
der  within,  by  an  Influence  over- ruling  all  their 
Defigns,  that  they  cannot  take  the  moft  ra- 
tional Advice  that  is  given  them^ 

As 
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As  ia  the  Plot  againO:  Ddvid  ^  AMufhd^ 
like  a  politick  Mioifter  of  State,  gave  very  pro- 
per Advice  (humaaly  fpefi^ing)  Co  jibfsd&m  to 
bring  about  the  Al&ffiflatioii  of  his  Father : 
iSJiin.i7.i,For  Achit^htl  faid  ^nXo  jihfaUm^  Let  me  ftpto 
choofe  ^vt  twelve  thoufand  Men^  ^md  I  mU^rife 
Mid  furfu€  after  David  this  Night  i  and  I  toiU 
come  vfm  him  while  he  is  'm^r^  tmd  w^eah^hmtdfdy 
and  will  make  him  afraid^  and  all  the  Pt^fU  that 
are  with  him  ^aHfiee^  and  I  willffnitt  the  Kingly. 

You  fee  the  Defign  was  to  coine  upoB  David 
fuddenly,  when  his  Forces  were  difpers'd  and 
fcatter'd  abroad^  and  could  not  eafily  be  alarmed ; 
which  feems  to  be  fomewhat  like  farpri^ng 
King  Williamh  Guards,  and  attacking  him  in 
bis  Winter- quarters. 

Whether  oar  late  baffle  Gohf^rators  twk 
their  Politicks  from  him,  I  know  notj  Ture  I 
am  they  met  with  no  better  SucCeft, 

Bat  to  proceed  -,  I>IotwicbftaiidiBg  the  feem- 
ing  Rationality  of  Achiiofhei\  Advice^  AhfaUin 
decliaes  the  taking  of  it,  aad  choofes  rather 
no  receive  the  CouaCel  of  Hujbai^  Which  did  not 
look  half  fb  probable,  as  you  may  fee  from  the 
jthVexk  to  the  14^^  of  the  ftmeGha|^er  :  So 
that  David  might  well  cry  out  ia  tte  Words 
of  my  Text^  It  is  God  that  giveth  SMvatiniH  tp 
Kings y  and  deliver eth  David  Im  Servant  frnn  the 
hurtful  Sword.  For  by  God's  iufetuatidg  their 
Counfels,  David  zad  his  People  were  delivered 
from  mifchievous  DeGgnsand  Plots. 

Kow  what  fliall  we  fay  when  God  maketh 
the  Diviners  mad,  and  difappointeth  the  De- 
vices of  the  Crafty,  fo  that  their  Hands  cao^ 
not  perform  their  Enterprixe?  Shall  oot  we 
confefs  that  it  is  by  a  fpecial  Providence- of 
God  that  all  this  is  done  ? 

2.  Then 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


(he  T>ifiolfery  of  tU  lafe  <Plot.  i  j 

2^  Thea  jmy  the  Deliverance  of  a  Kii^  and 
fHs  People  (be  a(crib'4  to  a  fpecial  Providence  o^ 
<iod)  wfaeu  the  deep-Uid  Deiiga  iB  uacorer'cl^ 
end  cfae  tilack  Projed:  brought  to  light,  by  fomc 
Mftaccoudtabte  Means* 

Soohaa  (aftanoe  we  haire  olf  a  fpecial  Provl- 
deiioe  of  God  towiK-ds  the  Jem^  in  defeating 
f:^at  exf)crable  Gonrpicacy  that  was  formed  a« 
gainfl:  them  by  Haman^  who  wa$  prime  Mi* 
laiifcer  of  Stat^  imder  Ahdfaerm ;  and  being  af* 
froated  by  M^Aecm  the  J^ip  iii  that  he  refa*  ^^ 
fed  to  do  Wffl  Reverence,  was  refolv'd  tore-  ^^ 
venge  k  not  only  on  hks,  bat  upon  the  J4wi 
ia  all  the  King's  Provinces ;  and  having  (no 
doabt)  very  frequently  infianated,  that  they 
were  a  fadioos  aad  difloyal  People,  and  great 
Eoeaiies  to  Ahafumis\  Governraent  and  £m^ 
pire,  it  ieems  by  what  follows,  he  was  not  a 
little  confident  that  the  King  yK>Qid  grant  his 
Requeft,  and  that  the  many  thonfands  of  Jtws 
that  were  difpers'd  through  the  Emperor's  Do- 
minioiifi^  ihould  be  oier'd  up  as  an  entire  Vic* 
tiffl  to  his  Ambition  and  Rage :  for  in  the 
yth  Ver&  'tis  faid,.  Tha  in  $be  firfi  Mmh^  (that 
is,  the  Moath  J^^/an)  in  the  $wUh  Ttar  of  Jdnj/r 
AJiaroems,  thty  cdfi  Par,  ^^  is  tin  Lot^  bifin 
Haman  from  f)ay  t$  Dny^  and  from  Month  to 
Months  to  tho  twolfth  Monfh^  that  is  tho  Ahmk 
Adar. 

To  underftand  wliich  Words,  yon  mult  con^ 
ii^  that  in  thofe  £afl:ern  Countries  the  Peo« 
pie  before  they  andertook  any  confiderable  £a« 
terprize,  cafl:  Lots  for  a  lucky  Day. 

Thus  did  Haman  in  Jiis  Confpiracy  againft 
the  Jern^  calt  fur  for  a  iacky  Day  to  begin 
bis  Uoody  Work  upon,  which  happened  upon 
the  tiik  Day  of  the  iitb  Month,  which  is  cal- 
led 
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led  jidar'y  which  according  to  modern  Compa- 
tation  anfwers  to  our  February^  the  i%th  of 
which  was  fixM  upon  for  the  Aflaffination  of 
oar  King :  as  if  God  Almighty  would  fignify 
by  his  Providence^  that  in  all  the  voluminons 
Records  of  Time,  there  was  never  any  In- 
ftance  of  a  Plot  came  fo  near  that  which  we 
have  lately  efcaped,  as  this  remarkable  one  in 
iacred  Story. 

Now  Haman  having  advanced  the  Matter 
thus  far,  left  the  King  (hould  fcruple  to  figa 
the  Warrant  for  the  Maflacre,  fince  by  fo  do- 
ing he  would  lofe  a  confidefable  Revenue,  by 
taking  off  fuch  a  vaft  Body  of  his  Subjefts,  he 
Vcr.y.  offers  to  return  into  the  King's  Exchequer  tea 
thoufand  Talents  of  Silver :  what  Talents  they 
were  is  fomewhat  uncertain,  fome  think  the 
Sum  might  be  about  two  Millions  of  Mony 
Sterling  i  but  be  it  more  or  lefs,  the  King 
is  content,  takes  off^  his  Ring  from  his  Hand, 
and  gives  it  to  Haman  to  fign  the  Warrants 
that  were  to  be  iflfued  out  for  the  Execution 
of  thej^wx.  //4>»4«  having  received  the  Privy- 
Seal,  (hows  his  ASivity  \  for  he  prefently  calls 
for  the  Secretaries  of  State,  that  they  might 
write  his  Pleafure  to  the  feveral  Officers  of 
^•^•"-  the  Militia  in  the  Kingdom,  to  the  King's 
Lieutenants^  and  Governours  of  every  Pro^ 
vince,  that  they  Ihould  deftroy,  kill,  and 
caufe  to  perifli  all  Jews  both  young  and  old, 
little  Children  and  Women,  in  oneday,  c^r, 
and  this  Order  was  difperft  into  every  Pro- 
vince by  a  fwift  Poft. 

And  that  thofe  to  whom  this  Order  came, 

might  do  the  work  the  more  effeduaUy,  the/ 

*  .As  were  are  promifcd  to  have  the  Spoil  for  a  *  Prey^ 

ttY^e '"  that  they  might  be  the  more  fevcre,  and  that 

R^f^n.  '  their 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


the  Di/coVery  of  the  l^te^lot.  17 

t^ieir  covetous  Defire  might  prompt  them  oq 
to  aq  aniYerfal  Slaughter.  Biit  as  a  Prelude 
to  this  Tragical  Day^  (which  'twas  hQp'd  would 
1^  very  lucky^  Ham4n  h\m  with  the  Thirft 
Qf  Bloody  refolves  to  uYc  off  Afordecai  firft, 
and  accordingly  fets  up  a  Gallows  of  50  Cubits 
high :  probably  that  he  ipight  be  expofed  as  a 
^pe^acle  pf  Contempt  to  a  numerous  Croud. 

But  the  very  Night  before  the  Morning  that 
MardfCiU  was  to  die^  the  King  could  not  fleep^ 
Eftb.  6. 1 .  and  inftead  of  the  ordinary  Diver- 
fiofls  of  the  Court,  calls  for  the  Records  of  his 
Eiqpire ;  and  the  rerfon  that  w^s  to  read  them^ 
vf^s^  donbtlefs  by  the  fpecia^  Providence  of 
Cod,  guided  to  that  place  in  thpfe  Chronicles, 
tiiat  reported  an  eminent  Service  Mordec4i  had 
done  fome  time  before,  i^  difcovering  a  Plot  a- 
g^inQ:  jihafetertu^s  Life. 

Tt^e  JKing  immediately  enquires  whether  Afcr-  vcr.  t: 
dg£af  had  ever  been  rewarded ;  and  finding  be 
had  not,  inftead  of  being  hang  d  the  next  Morn- 
ing, is  made  to  ride  in  Triumph  through  the 
Streets  of  the  City,  while  Haman  his  potent 
Enemy  is  forced  like  a  Lacquey  to  attend  his 
Horfe  of  State. 

Thus  God  by  an  unaccountable  Turn  of  Pro* 
vidence,  dalhes  the  Defign  of  HamM^  and  his 
Flpt  proves  abortive  j  and  by  another  Turn  as 
ilrange  ^  the  fornjer,  Haman  is  forcM  to  leave 
his  Court-Preferments^  to  be  lifted  up  upon  a 
Gallows  of  his  own  ereding :  for  in  the  pthof 
Efiher  i.  we  read,  that  u$  the  twelfth  Month^ 
(that  is  J  the  Month  Adar)  on  the  thirteenth  Day 
of  the  fapte^i  when  the  Kin£s  Commandment  ^nd 
his  D^tc^e^e  drew  near  to  he  put  in  Execution^  im 
the  pay  ^4^  the  Enetmes  of  the  Jews  hofd  to 
h/tve  fovfier  over  tkeph  (^9  if  9^  turned  tp  the 
C  CQn^ 
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amtrary^  that  the  Jews  had  Rule  over  them  that 

vcr.2.        hated  them) no  Man  could  with  ft  and  them^ 

for  the  Fear  of  them  fell  upon  all  People. 

Thus  are  the  Wicked  fometimes  taken  la 
the  Devices  they  imagine  ^  in  the  Net  which 
they  hid  is  their  own  Foot  taken.  Their  Mif- 
chiefs  return  upon  their  own  Heads,  and  their 
violent  Dealing  comes  down  upon  their  own 
Pate. 

Jofefhus  relates,  that  Caligula  having  a  Dc- 
lign  to  vent  his  bloody  Rage  on  the  Jews  for 
refufing  him  Divine  Honour^  was,  by  a  dome- 
ftick  Sword,  prefently  forc'd  to  refign  his  re^ 
vengeful  Breath.  And  'tis  the  Obfervation  of 
one,  that  the  Perfian  Nobles  incenfing  the  King 
againft  P^mV/,  did  occafion  his  growth  in  Fa- 
vour, together  with  their  own  Deftruftion. 

Thus  in  the  feveralAgcsof  the  Church  hath 
God  by  the  moft  unaccountable  Methods  de- 
livered  righteous    Kings,    and   their  People^ 
from  the  Plots  of  wicked  Menj   particular- 
ly the  Deliverance  we    praife  God   for   this 
Day   was  brought  about,    by  M^ans  as  hn- 
rcci.  10.10.  probable   as  if   a  Bird  of  the  Air  flibuld  tell 
Hab.2.ii.  the  Matter,  or  the  Stones  in  the  Walls  of  a 
fed itious  Conventicle  (hould  cry  out  Treafon. 
*  Pender.    How  was  "^  Ottc  of  our  Enemics  bow'd  by  an 
s/*^^-        invifible  Hand,  to  make  a  Difcovery  of  the 
wicked  and  black  Defigns  of  others  of  them  ! 
as  Balaam  bhfs^d  Jfrael^  when  he  had  more 
mind  to  cutle  'em.    Nay,  feveral  of  bur  late 
Gonfpiratbrs  (itfeems^  were  ftruck  wrtli  forae 
kind  of  terrible  Apprehenfions  at  the  Thoughts 
of  that  Execrable  Villanythfey  were  ina  little 
time  td;  commit  j  and  h^Vfe  tlnce  hWia  prof- 
trate  at  the  Feet  of  that  Prince,   wiiofa^hcy 
defigtfd  tb  haVe  laid  at  theirs.    Does  not  this* 

Delivc- 
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Deliverance  then  bear  the  Charafter  of  a  fpe^ 
cial  Providence  of  God  ? 

3,  We  may  then  afcribe  a  Deliverance  of 
King  and  People  to  a  fpecial  Providence  of  God, 
when  after  the  Enemy  hath  advancM  his  Defign 
near  to  Execution,  a  feafonable  and  fudden  Dif- 
covery  is  made. 

When  the  Enemies  of  God  are  promiffng 
themfelves  undoubted  Succefs,  how  opportune- 
ly are  their  Meafures  fometimes  broken,  and 
their  Defigns  defeated  ? 

Tbaraob  refolving  to  purfue  and  overtake, 
and  divide  the  Spoil,  and  faying  his  Luft  ^duld 
be  fatisfied  j  inftead  of  meeting  with  the  Sweets 
of  Revenge,  is  overtaken  with  the  Bittemeft 
of  Death,  and  the  Ifraelites  are  as  it  were  far- 
priz'd  with  Salvation. 

Thus  Myftery  Babylon^  in  the' Revelation j  is  Rev.  1^.7: 
reprefented  as  being  fuddenly  furprizM  by  the 

Judgments  of  God,    while   fhe   was  priding 
ler  felf  in  the  Grandeur  of  her  State. 

And  thePfalmift,  to  (how  the  Speciality  of 
Divine  Providence,  in  his  Deliverance  fromVJie 
bloody  Defigns  of  Saul^  reprefents  God  riding 
towards  him  upon  a  Cherub,  and  flying  upon 
the  Wings  of  the  Windj  to  denote  how 
fwiftly  and  feafonably  he  came  for  his  Suc- 
cour and  Help.  And  thus  God  hath  done 
for  our  King  and  us  i  when  fome  like  Sheep 
were  appointed  to  Slaughter,  and  others  de- 
itin'd  to  Slavery,  then  fuddenly  he  interpofes 
by  a  fpecial  Providence,  and  prevents  the 
defign'd  Mifchief :  he  prevented  us  by  the 
Bleffings  of  his  Goodnefs  j  and  when  he  turn'd 
back  our  Captivity,  we  were  like  thofe  that 
dream,  (as  the  Pfalmift  fpeaks :)  for  oujc  Deli-  pfai.  ,a^.  x. 
Ycrance  was  fo  fjirprizing  and  fudden,  that 
C  7-  we 
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mt  were  like  Men  awak'd  oat  of  Sleep,  forced 
to  paafe  a  while,  being  ioftaotly  traofported 
witn  lilcQt  Wonder !  Oar  Enemies  were  like 
Jehu^  driving  on  farioofly,  bat  fuddenlj  their 
Chariot'^ Wheels  drop  ofT,  and  they  are  Itop'd : 
fo  that  we  may  fay  with  the  Prophet,  Jfa.  6/^ 
3*  Thou  didfi  terrible  things  whith  we  leaked 
net  fer^  then  cumefi  dewfiy  mA  the  Aienmsins 
fiewed  dewn  dt  thy  Trefence. 

O  the  unlooked  for,  unexpeded  Diicove- 
ries  that  God  hath  made  for  oar  Safety,  and 
oar  Enemies  Confbfion !  How  amazio^y  hath 
he  laid  open  that  which  had  lain  concealed  ia 
the  thickeft  Darknefs !  all  things  were  prepa- 
red and  ready :  In  what  a  Poftare  was  the  late 
King  to  make  his  Defcent,  feeming  only  to 
wait  for  the  Signal,  which,  blefled  be  God, 
none  had  the  Opportunity  of  giving !  For  by 
the  feafonable  Interpofition  of  the  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, a  Difcovery  was  made  \  and  |aft  as 
the  Eneniy  was  coming  in  apon  us  like  a  Flood^ 
ira.;9.i9.  the  Lord  lifted  np  his  Standard  againft  them. 
pfai  u  2  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^y  ^°^  English  Ifrael  fay.  If  God 
had  net  been  on  our  fide  when  Men  rofe  up  ^ainfi 
Hij  they  had  [wallowed  us  up  €fuich 

O  how  has  God  baffled  the  Ck>nfidence  (A 
Man,  and  let  him  fee  that  no  Weapon  formed 
againft  his  Zion  fhall  profper ! 

How  has  he  (hatch'd  us  from  the  very  Jaws 

ver  7       ^^  Death !   how  have  our  Souls  efcapM  as  a 

Bird  out  of  the  Snare  of  the  Fowler !  To  what 

iball  we  afcribeour  Deliverance,  but  to  his  Q[>e^ 

cial  Providence  who  hath  helped  as  right  early  ? 

4*  1  hat  Deliverance  is  by  a  fpecial  Provi- 
dence of  God,  that  is  eminently  ferviceable  to 
his  People. 

As 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


the  pifcoyery  of  the  late  Tlot.  1 1 

As  farely  ^  will  coofefs  that  oar  prefent 
Deliverance  is  likely  to  be,  but  the  Bigots  of 
the  Roman  Fadion,  and  thole  who  are  fcarce 
a  Remove  from  them  v  I  mean  fach  as  can  ab- 
iblve  Men  dying  under  theGuilt  of  theblackeft 
Crimes,  without  any  Tokens  of  Remorfe. 

How  dreadful  had  been  the  Condition  of  all 
the  Proteftants  in  EMrofi^  if  He  that  bad  fo 
foccefsfiilly  vindicated  and  fecur'd  their  Rigbts^ 
fhould  have  been  barbaroufly  AflTallinated  ?  But 
how  much  worfe  had  it  been  with  us,  (even 
fiich  of  us  as  mieht  have  furviv'd  the  Fatal 
Blow)  who  mult  have  exchange  our  Liberties 
and  Laws,  for  the  Ufurping  Tyranny  and  Sh* 
wty  of  Brand  \  andinfteadof  finging  this  Day^ 
the  Tears  of  our  Widows  and  Fathcrlefs  Chil- 
dren, might  have  been  mixed  with  the  Aflies 
of  our  City,  and  our  Streets  floated  with  a 
Stream  of  Human  Blood  ? 

5.  Then  we  ought  to  aicribe  the  Delive- 
rance, &u:.  to  a  Ipecial  Providence  of  God, 
when  it  is  a  direft  Anfwer  of  our  Prayers,  as 
this  &dvationand  Deliverance  mult  be  acknow«* 
ledged  to  be. 

How  often  have  we  in  this  Place  pray'd  that 
God  would  defend  his  Majefty's  Perfon  againft 
fecret  Plots  and  open  Violent  and  that  the 
Angels  of  God's  Prefeoce  might  encamp  round 
about  hicn  ?  To  which  we  have  had  (b  vifible  a 
Return  in  his  Ma^fty's  Prefervation,  and  in  the 
Difcovery  of  this  Execrable  Plot  againft  his 
Life  and  Government,  that  without  incurring 
the  Sufpicion  of  Enthudafm,  we  may  conclude 
our  Prayers  are  anfwerM,  and  have  great  Rea** 
fon  to  cry  out  with  Davidj  Now  we  kncfw  thai  Pfai,  xo.  ^. 
the  Lord  jfkj^h  his  Affointekj  and  v^iH  hear  him 
<C  3  from 
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from  his  holy  Heaven^  with  the  faving  Strength  of 
his  Right  hand. 

Therefore  let  us  chearfully  own  that  God 
hath  anfwer'd  our  Prayers,  and  never  ceafeto 
offer  them  to  him  for  the  good  Conduftof  his 
Majefty's  Counfels,  the  farther  Succefs  of  his 
Viftorioiis  Arms,  and  the  Prefervation  and 
Profperity  of  his  Royal  Perfon  i  that  his 
Reign  may  be  profperous,  and  his  Days  ma- 
ny i  and  that  when  he  has  finiflied  Time,  he 
may  leave  his  Government  upon  Earth,  to 
reign  with  Chrift  in  Heaven.  Let  the  King 
TCilii.iii.  joy  in  thy  Strength^  0  Lord^^  and  in  thy  Salvation 
let  him  greatly  rejoice :  for  thou  haB  given  him 
his  Hearths  Vejire^  and  hath  not  xpith^holden  the 
Requefi  of  his  Lips. 

I  now  proceed,  in  the  fecond  place,  to  offer 
fome  Reafons  why  God  Almighty  by  a  fpecial 
Providence  do's  fon^iimes  deliver  a  good  King 
and  his  People  from  the  Plots  of  evil  Men. 

And  1.  He  does  fo,  that  he  may  the  more 
remarkably  advance  his  own  Glory,  that  all 
the  Inhabitants  in  the  World  may  fee  what 
his  Hand  hath  wrought.  The  Glory  of  God 
is  the  Supreme  End  of  all  his  Difpenfations, 
but  eminently  fo  in  thofe  fignal  Deliverances^ 
which  can  be  afcrib'd  to  no  other  Caufe  but  a 
fpecial  Providence  of  Heaven. 

For  if  nothing  elfe  can  claim  a  Share  in  our 
Deliverance,  'tis  a  horrid  Alienation  of  the 
Divine  Right,  to  with-hold  any  part  of  the 
Glory  from  God. 

His  Defign  is  to  appropriate  the  entire  Glory 
of  fpecial  Providences  to  himfelf:  and  one 
great  Rcafon  of  fuch  eminent  providential  Ap- 
pearances, is  to  render  his  Divine  Attributes 

the 
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the  more  ilhiftrious  in  the  World.  For  as  one 
Star  differs  from  another  in  Glory,  fo  a  dif- 
tinguifbing  Salvation  by  a  fpccial  Providence 
differs  from  a  common  Protediion,  in  that 
the  former  renders  the  Perfedions  of  the  Dei- 
ty bright  and  flaming,  while  the  latter  doth 
but  obfcurely  difcover  them. 

The  one  makes  them  confpicuous  to  every 
Eye,  when  the  other  feldom  makes  them  faU 
under  common  Notice. 

Now  God  by  his  fpecial  ASs  of  Providence 
defigns  to  augment  the  Tribute  of  his  Praife, 
and  to  advance  his  Honour  fo  high  that  all  may 
fee  it.  Jehovah  is  jealous  of  his  Honour,  and 
cannot  bear  any  Competitor  j  he  will  not  give 
his  Glory  to  another,  nor  his  Praife  to  Gravea 
Images. 

For  as  his  Wifdom,  Goodnefs,  Faithfulncfi 
and  Power  are  eminently  feen  in  National  De- 
liverances by  fpecial  Afts  of  Divine  Providence, 
(6  in  return  for  them  he  expeSs  a  large  Reve- 
nue of  Praife. 

2.  God  delivers  good  Kings  and  their  Peo- 
ple by  fuch  fpecial  Ads  of  his  Providence,  that 
they  may  be  the  more  deeply  affeSed  there- 
with, and  the  better  relifh  the  Deliverance 
wrought  for  them.  What  God  has  done  in 
this  late  Deliverance,  is  to  awaken  all  the 
Powers  of  the  Rational  part  of  Man,  and  to 
engage  them  intenfly  in  the  Work  of  Praife. 

Had  God  Almighty  ftifled  this  Plot  at  firft, 
and  prevented  its  being  drawn  out  to  fo  pro^ 
digious  a  Length,  and  fo  near  to  Execution  as 
it  was,  we  fhould  not  have  been  fo  affefted 
with  the  Deliverance,  as  now  when  hisfet  time  Pfai.io2.ij, 
to  f4V9ar  us  was  come.  ^t- 

C  4  For 
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For  'tis  moft  likely^  that  when  farprl^iLM  with 
Salvation  even  on  the  Borders  of  Rain,  and 
the  Confines  of  Death,  we  Ihoold  bcft  relifli  fo 

treat  a  Mercy,  and  be  deeply  afieded  with  fo 
gnal  a  Deliverance. 

3.  God  delivers  byfpecialASs  of  his  Provi- 
dence,  that  he  may  cure  the  Remainders  of 
his  People's  Infidelity,  and  engage  them  to  trait 
in  him  for  the  fatnre. 
Tho  oar  Charader  as  Chriftian  lignifies  oar 
John  X4,  u  ^elievifi^  in  the  Father  and  the  Scn^  and  fomie  of 
us  can  fay,  L^d  m  believe-^  yet  we  itiult  alio 
Mark  p.  z^  add.  Help  thou  our  VfAtlief. 

Who  of  us  but  finds  a  mixtare  of  Infidlelitt 
within,  that  makes  very  ftrong  Efforts  ajgaid^ 
the  Impreflions  of  Faith  ? 

Now  a  feeming  delay  in  the  bringing  about 
an  expefted  Providence,  doesfoddenly  occalion 
fl  mikonftruaion  of  the  Methods  of  Divint 
Love  i  and  thereby  a  very  fteddy  Believer  iS 
without  much  difficulty  weakenM  and  fiiaktea 
in  his  Confidence. 

Nay,  ^fter  the  moft  fignal  Appearanceis  qf 

God,  we  are  apt,  like  the  Ifraelites^  to  call  in 

qaeftion  the  Divine  Goodnefs  and  Power,  as  thfe 

Pfalraift  remarks  \  They  faid^  Cm  God  fumifh  a 

pfai.78.9.  7-^1,/^  i^  fh^  Wild&nefs?  A  very  unreafonabte 

Queftion,  when  God  had  done  fo  many  marvel- 

ver.  12.  lotis  things  for  them  in  their  Sight ^  in  the  Land  of 

Egypt,    in  the  Field  of  Zoaa :  Dividing  the  Sea^ 

that  the  Waters  ftood  as  an  Heap  ',  leading  them  by 

^^•-  '5.  ^  ciff^j  iu  th^  D^y^  2Pj  conducing  them  by  a 

Ver.  is,  -f'^  ^^^^^  ^"  ^^^  Night.  Yet  notwithftanding 
all  thefe  aftonifhing  Inftances  of  Omnipotence 
and  Love,  tUty  believed  not  in  Gody  t\cithcv  trufied 

Ver.  22.  i^  his  Salvation.  They  had  confiderable  remains 
of  Unbelief,  though  they  liv'd  in  an  Age  of 

Miracles. 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


the  Difc<fvery  of  the  late  !P/or.  ly 

Mitades.  And  how  apt  the  People  of  God  have 
bieen  ia  every  Agt  to  reiapft  into  Infidelity  a& 
ter  his  moft  marvelloos  Appearances^  has  been 
too  notorious  and  vifible  either  to  be  covered  or 
excdftd. 

Therefore  otie  great  End  of  God's  condefcen.. 
ding  to  appear  for  onr  common  Safety,  is  to  core 
this  Diftemper  of  our  Minds,  and  to  engage  us 
fteddily  to  trufl:  in  him  for  the  future  i  that  we 
inay  trnfi  in  the  L&rdj  after  having  found  that 
iH  fh€  Ltnrd  Jehovah  is  everUfiinJt  Strength:  A 
Strength  that  can  never  be  wafted  by  Age,  nor 
enfeebled  by  the  Gates  of  Hell.  F&r  the  Nkm^ 
ef  the  Lerd  is  a  firoHg  Tomeirj  the  Right eom  run-  Ptov.i^.io. 
neth  intoitimi  is  fdf^.  By  the  Name  of  GOd 
We  Auft  Qilderltand  either  God  himfelf,  or 
thofe  Perfediofis  of  the  I3eity  that  are  eminent- 
ly difplay'd  in  tht  Government  of  the  World, 
ttpon  which  we  are  entirely  to  lean,  in  expeda- 
tioQ  of  Safety  and  Condud,  preftAt  and  future  ^ 
^hich  we  have  good  gr6utid  to  hope  for,  if  we 
make  him  the  mjtR  of  our  Truft,  who  has  been 
xh^Caufeoi  our  Salvation.  FortheythMttrvfiin 
the  Lord  JhaB  be  as  Moufit  Zion,  r^hich  cannot  he  pfai.  12^.1. 
Vemoved^  butabideth  forever. 

Bat  before  I  pafs  thl^  Head,  I  would  indnuate 
that  we  are  not  to  trtift  in  God,  fo  as  to  exclude 
the  Ufe  of  Means.  I  would  not  have  you  ima- 
gine, that  by  trulling  in  God,  I  mean  we  are  to 
fit  ftiU  and  do  nothing ;  for  tho  we  are  not  to 
truft  in  Chariots  and  in  Horfes,  and  in  a  nume* 
rous  Hoft,  yet  we  have  no  reafon  to  expedl  our 
Enemies  Defeat  without  them,  unlefs  we  were 
aflured  of  it  by  fbme  extraordinary  Revelation 
from  God :  for  cmr  Swords  are  not  yet  beat  in- 
to Plow-fhears,  nor  our  Spears  itito  Pruning- 
hooks;  we  are  ftill  to  make  ufe  of  Inftruments 

of 
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of  War,  and  to  ufe  the  bell  Condua  that  we 
can  i  yet  after  aU,  entirely  to  truft  in  our  God, 
and  to  believe  that  he  that  has  delivered,  will 
ft  ill  deliver  and  fave  his  People. 

4.  God  is  pleas'd  thus  to  aft,  to  convince  his 
Enemies  that  he  is  not  only  Redor  and  Gover- 
nour  of  the  World  in  general,  but  that  he  do's 
by  fpecial  Afts  of  Providence  gu^rd  and  defend 
his  Church. 

The  fucceffive  Events  of  Time  are  difpofed 
of  by  the  Divine  Order  and  Permiffion  i  and 
the  moft  High  ruleth  in  the  Kingdoms  of  Men^ 
Dan.  4.  1 7. 

There  is  not  any  thing  in  this  lower  World 

that  is  brought  about  by  5  blind  inflexible  DeC^ 

tiny,  (as  fome  Heathens  fancied  i)  or  depends 

upon  the  Uncertainties  of  Chance,  as  others  of 

'em  dream'd :   for,  fays  the  Pfalmifb,  The  Lord 

pfal.103.1p.  hath  prepared  his  Throne  in  the  Heavens^  and  his 

Kingdom  ruleth  over  all.      He  is  in  the  adual 

Exercife  of  an  univerfal  Dominion  and  Empire 

over  Angels  and  Men.    'Tis  not  only  the  ex-^ 

alted  Order  of  Seraphs,  and  thofe  other  bright 

Spirits  above,  that  were  never  fullied  by  Sin, 

who  are  under  the  Condufl:  of  God,  but  every 

Creature  under  Heaven  is  govern'd  by  the  fame 

Lord.    Indeed  fome  of  the  Heathens  denied 

God's  governing  Providence  in  general,  whilft 

others  of  'em  acknowledg'd  it  but  in  part ;  for 

tho  they  would  own  that  he  took  care  of  the 

great  Affairs  of  Kingdoms  and  Nations,   yet 

Magna  Dii   they  thought  it  unbecoming  the  infinite  Per- 

v^nTgir"  feaions  of    a  God,   to  give  fo  remarkable  a 

gum.  cic.   Stoop,  as  to  take  notice  of  particular  Perfons 

%^^1''     and  Things.     But  we  Chriftians,  whoaregui^ 

ded  by  a  more  certain  Light,   are  well  alTur'd 

prov.i-.  21.  that  the  Wnys  of  I\4^n  are  before  the  Eyes  of  thf 

f^ord^ 
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Lord^  and  he  fondereth  oB  his  Goings :  And  as 
Solomon  fays  ia  another  place,  The  Eyes  of  the  Pror.  i^.  j. 
Lord  are  in  every  flace^  beholding  the  Evil  and  the 
Good.  He  do's  not  (it  in  the  Heavens,  viewing 
what  is  done  upon  Earth  as  an  idle  Speftator, 
but  governs  by  his  infinite  Wifdora  what  he  has 
raifed  from  nothing  by  his  unlimited  Power; 
and  that  he  does  fo,  is  notorioufly  vifible  in 
thofe  Deliverances  that  can  be  afcribed  to  no  0- 
ther  Caufe  than  what  is  Divine. 

For  who,  taking  notice  how  all  things  concur- 
red to  prevent  the  Murder  of  our  King,  and  an 
Invafion  from  France^  but  muft  be  forced  to 
cry  out.  Surely  there  is  a  God  that  judgeth  in 
the  Earth,  who  is  very  much  concerned  for  the 
Happinefsof  thofe  whom  he  owns  for  his  Peo- 
ple? Particularly  how  did  the  obfequious 
Winds,  by  the  Dire<9:ion  of  the  Lord  of  the 
Univerfe,  fubferve  to  our  Proteftion,  and  to 
the  Difappointment  of  our  Enemies  ?  The  Di- 
vine Providence  having  thereby  kindly  laid  an 
Embargo  on  our  Fleet,  contrary  to  the  igno- 
rant Wiflics  of  our  Merchants,  that  we  might 
be  ready  to  defend  our  fclves,  and  prevent  the 
intended  Defccnt  of  our  Enemies. 

Godexpefts  when  he  appears  lb  vifibly,  that 
all  fhould  regard  his  IVork^  and  conjider  the  Ope^ 
ration  of  his  Hands'^  who  fays  concerning  his 
Church,  Jfa.  27.  3.  /  the  Lord  do  keep  it^  I  will 
water  it  every  moment :  left-  any  hurt  it^  I  wiU  keep  it 
Night  and  Day.  Which  Promife  has  been  emi- 
nently made  good  in  the  Difcovery  of  the  late 
Plot.  And  one  great  End  of  God's  defeating 
the  Machinations  of  evil  Men,  is  to  let  all  fee 
the  fpecial  Regard  he  has  for  his  Church: 
For  the  Eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to  and  fro  throughout  ^  chron. 
the  whole  Earthy  to  jhew  himfelf  ftrong  in  the  be-  J^-  9« 
half  of  them  whofe  Heart  is  perfect  towards  him. 
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5.  He  delivers  by  fach  fpcclal  Afts  of  ProTi- 
dence,  that  they  may  remaia  a  lafting  Terror 
to  the  Wicked  ia  all  after- Ages.  As  fpecial 
Afts  of  Providence  carry  in  them  vifible  Tokens 
for  Good  to  the  People  of  God,  fo  they  bear 
amazing  Charaders  of  Terror  to  the  Enemies 
of  his  Church.  'Tis  to  be  hop'd,  it  will  not  a 
little  weaken  the  Power  of  our  Adverfaries^  to 
look  back  upon  their  baffled  Policies  j  that 
which  was  formerly  anOccafion  of  their  Glory- 
ing, will  probably  hereafter  adminifter  to  their 
Confufion  and  Terror,  ffr  that  fimth  in  the 
Ht averts  fijoUlavgh:  thel^rd  fidtt  have  them  in 
Pfai.».+,r.  Derifion*  Then  JhaU  he  fye^  nnto  them  in  bis 
Wraths  and  vex  them  in  his  fire  Diffleafure.  It  will 
be  a  diftrading  Perplexity  to  the  Wicked,  and 
a  great  enfeebling  of  their  Strength,  to  be 
forcM  to  remember  how  God  hath  appeared  a- 
gainftthem,  and  Malted  their  black  Confpira- 
cics  againft  his  Church.  How  will  the  Revolu- 
tion of  — 88,  and  the  Difcovery  of  this  Plot 

in 96^  remain  to  Pofterity  a  Subjea  of  Shame 

and  Trouble  to  the  whole  Romilh  Party  ?  and 

one  would  think  (if  they  have  any  grains  of 

Modefty  left,  or  are  at  all  capable  of  reflefting 

on  the  Hand  of  God,  which  has  fo  eminently 

appeared  againft  them)  they  (hould  fcarce  ever 

I  chi.  16.   dare  to  touch  God's  Anointed  more,  or  at- 

^*-  tempt  the  Ruin  of  his  Church.      However, 

m\.76. 10.  j^g  C3JJ  njaj^^  the  Wrath  of  Man  to  praifc  him, 

and  reftrain  the  Remainder  thereof   if  he 

pleafes. 

III.  I  (hall  dofe  all  with  fomeXJfe  futableto 
the  Solemnity  of  this  Day,  and  that  Delive- 
ranee  for  which  we  are  come  together  to  praifc 
God.  I-  If 
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I.  If  oor  Ktog  and  we  have  been  deliver'd 
by  a  fpecial  Providence  of  God,  (as  'tis  evident 
we  have)  what  reaibn  have  we  to  be  abafed 
and  hambled,  that  we  are  no  more  affeded 
with  fo  great  a  Deliverance,  and  that  onr  Re- 
tarn  bears  no  better  a  proportion  to  the  aiercl% 
fbl  Providence  we  are  nnder  ?  Sorely  we  have 
abamlanC  OaiSt  to  mingle  onr  Tears  with  oor 
Songs,  that  the  great  Deliverance  we  enjoy  has 
liad  lb  little  Infloence  opoqi  os !  Is  there  not  as 
moch  Profiuiencfs  in  oar  Streets,  as  moch  Car- 
nality and  Lokevarmnefs  in  oor  Cborches  as 
ever  r  Do  we  not  ftill  continue  in  oor  old  Sinv, 
after  fachanew  and  aftoniihing  Deliverance? 
What  can  we  expt&  (hoold  foQow  on  foch  Sto- 
pidity  and  Ingratitode,  hot  that  that  God  who 
has  broken  the  Snare  for  oor  Deliverance,  and 
iet  oor  Feet  in  a  large  Place,  flpold  give  os  the 
Reverfe  of  oor  Haf^ocfs,  and  deliver  os  into 
the  hands  of  oor  Enemies,  onlefs  we  repent  ? 
We  read  in  i  KUigs  1 1.  9«  that  tke  Lord  was  an* 
njriMJ? Solomon,  becsufe  bisffemt  v^as  turned 
jirom  the  Lard  God  of  Ifirael,  tMeh  had  a ff  eared 
umo  him  twice.      The  double  Appearance  of 
God  in  an  extraordinary  way,  did  highly  ag« 
gravate  his  Apoftacy  and  Revolt  from  him : 
And  what  Shame  and  Confofion  of  Face  be- 
longs to  OS,  whom  God  has  loaded  with  his  re- 
gated  Benefits,  iince  we  have  made  no  Returns 
table  to  them?   And  except  we  thorowly 
humble  our  &Lves,   what  can  we  exped,  bat 
that  God  will  be  angry  with  os  till  be  hach  con- 
lom'd  OS,   fo  that  there  ftall  be  no  remnant 
noreicaping?  Pray  oblerve  what  foUow'd  up« 
on  ^e  Ingratitude  of  Hezekiahj   2  Cbron.  22. 
25.  But  He2ekiah  rendered  not  again^    according 
to  the  Benefit  dono  unto  him  j  for  his  Heart  was 
4.  lifted 
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lifted  up )  therefore  there  was  Wrath  upen  hitn^  and 
upon  Judah  and  Jerafalem. 

2.  Hath  God  Almighty  by  a  fpecial  Aft  of 
Providence  dcliver'd  our  King  and  us  his  People 
from  the  hurtful  Sword  ?  Let  fuch  a  Mercj 
never  be  forgot,  but  tranfmltted  to  Pofterity. 
May  the  Gharafters  of  this  Deliverance  never 
be  dcfac'd  by  Time,  but  its  Memory  be  kept  a- 
live  and  frefh  in  Generations  to  come;  that  the 

pfai.78.^.  Children  that  are  yet  unborn,  who  probably 
will  enjoy  the  Advantages  of  it,  may  hereaf- 
ter praife  God  for  it,  and  declare  it  to  their 
Children.  Let  us  not  be  like  the  Ifraelites  of 
old,  who  fang  God's  Praile,  but  foon  forgot 
pf.  10^.  12,  bis  Works.  May  the  Cifcomftances  of  this 
'^'  wonderful  Salvation  add  a  fprightly  Accent  to 

the  Hallelujahs  that  (hall  be  fbng  for  it,  to  the 
utmoft  Limits  of  Time  j  that  the  Memory  of  this 
Mercy  may  live  as  long  as  the  Sun  and  Moon 
endure.     'Tis  remark'd  by  a  learned  Man,  that 
Dr.  Light-  the  City  Shujhanj   the  Royal  Seat  of  the  Perfian 
fooc'/ftm-  Monarchy,  waspourtrayedon  theEaltGate.of 
'"^  '^^    the  Temple,  that  the  Jews  might  readily  re- 
cognize and  call  to  remembrance  the  wonderful 
Deiiveraocie  of  Pmw,  which  was  wrought  in 
Shujhan,  Efth.  9. 26.    Has  God  Almighty  deli- 
vered our  King  and  us  ?  let  us  hope  in  him,  and 
never  forget  his  Benefits. 

3.  As  Heaven  bath  fignalized  WILLIJM^ 
our  LAWFUL  and  RIGHTFUL  Sovereign, 
by  repeated  ASs  of  fpecial  Protefiion  i  let  us, 
who  profefs  to  be  his  obedient  Subjects  at  all 
times,  afford  him  the  moft  vifible  Tokens  of 
a  fincere  and  ffgnal  Loyalty.  'Tis  true,  he  has 
been  engaged  for  fome  time  in  a  War  very 
expenfive,  but  it  has  been  for  our  Safety,  and 
in  the  hazard  of  his  own  Life;,  and  (hall  we 

regret 
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regret  the  parting  with  a  little  of  our  Eftates, 
to  keep  out  a  dreadful  War  from  the  Bowels 
of  our  Country^  and  for  the  Defence  of  our 
Lives  and  Liberties  ?  'Tis  not  many  Years  fince, 
that  we  would  h^ve-  given  the  two  Thirds  of 
what  we  had,  that  the  other  Part  might  have 
been  fccat'd  to  us.  Therefore  let  us  not  mur- 
mur at  dur  prefent  Expeflce,  becanfe  it  is  to 
fopport  the  Intereft  of  a  Proteftant  King, 
whom  a  continued  Deliverance  from  fuccelEve 
Dangers  has  mark'd  out  for  the  Darling  of 
Providence  ^  a  Prince  in  whom  meets  the  Pru- 
dence and  Courage  of  all  his  renownM  Ancef- 
tors  •,  and  whom  not  to  value  and  «fteem,r„j  g 
would  be  to  flight  the  <jod  that  hath  girded  jj. 
him  for  Battel.    ' 

4.  Let.  us  chearfully  and  cordially  praife 
God  for  our  commton  Deliverance,  a  Delive- 
rance fo  great,  that  we  lack  Words  to  fet  it 
out  to  the  full  i  for  it  is  big  with  Mercy,  I  had 
almoft  faid,  with  Miracle !  W  ho  but  mult  con- 
fefs,  that  the  Finger  of  God  was  in  it,  and 
that  the  Sia^tar«S't)f';^fpteial  Providence  are 
deeply  ii^j|j^fi?d  upon  it^ !  And  (hat)  not  we 
with  the^ai^' exalted  Vigour  of  Mind  praife 
God  for  iq2fct  4  Deliverance  as  this,  that  has  in 
fome  re<J)^s  hardly  any  Precedent  or  Paral- 
lel? Let<U^  all  beware  that  we  never  provoke 
him  by  ';frefli  Provocations  to  throw  off  his 
Care,  trf'^gioye  the  C^dk^^  of  bis  Gofpel, 
and  give  us  up.aj^'a  Prey^  into'^tfttir  Teeth, 
whofe  tender  Mercie^  are'  Cruelties.  For  know, 
that  our  God  will  not  always  be  at  the  Charge 
of  Miracles  for  our  Prefervation,  if  we  remain 
in  the  ^radtice,  and  under  the  Power  of  our 
Sins :  for  if  ir\ftead  of  Repentance  and  Re- 
formation,  we  are  multiplying  our  Tranfgref- 

fions 
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iions  againft  Heaven,  they  may  in  a  fort  con^f 
tribute  towards  another  Plot.  In  a  word,  let 
no  nnfeemly  Folly  or  Excefs  caft  a  Blemifh  on 
pur  Tbankfgiving-Day  :  Kay,  let  oor  vbok 
Lives,  as  well  as  oar  Lips,  praife  our  great 
Deliverer  i  and  let  ns  not  ceafp  to  fpeak  of 
the  Glory  and  Honour  of  his  Majefty^  and  of 
bis  wondrous  Works,  ^nd  to  declare  bis  Gbry 
among  the  Heathen,  his  Wonders  amon^  all  Peo# 
pie.  Let  us  fing  forth  the  Honour  of  bii  Name, 
and  make  his  Praife  glorious  ^  for  furely  what 
we  rejoice  in,  is  the  LorXs  D$ing^  and  ought  to 
be  trntrvellous  in  our  Eyes. 

To  dofe  all  i  Let  our  Aflemblies  ring  with 
linging  of  God's  Greatnefi,  and  praifing  hi$ 
Power,  that  the  Heavens  may  eccfao  back  a-^ 
gain.  It  is  Cod  that  giveth  Solvation  to  Kings^ 
and  bath  faved  WIL  LI  AM  his  Servant  from 
the  hurtful  Sword. 
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Mordecai  Abbott  Efq; 

Preach'd  March  iphy  if|4. 
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To  the  Mournful  Relid  of 
Mor deed  Abbott,  Efq; 

Madam, 

HE  following  Sermon,  which 
was  compos' d  in  a  little  time y 
and  when  a  great  many  other 
things  of  importance  lay  on 
my  handsy  had  neyer  been  expos  d  to  puh«> 
ikk,  VieWy  had  not  7ou  more  than  once 
prefs'd  it  upon  nfe,  from  the  AjfeHion  I 
hvre  to  your  deceafed  Husbandy  my  Very 
worthy  and  moji  agreeable  Friend  5  whofe 
Name  mil  he  e'Mer  dear  to  me.  ^But  tho 
lam  conjciom  it  has  many  DefeBsy  yet  be* 
ing  dejtgnd  to  celebrate  his  Memory  y  I 
thought  my  f elf  bound  by  the  Laws  of 
Friendjhip,  as  well  as  the  Obligations  of 
Thity,  to  infcrihe  it  to  your  Namey  from 
whom  J  haye  receiVhd  the  rnofl  liberal  and 
undeferyd  F^yours.  And  tho  it  may  in 
fome  fort  renew  your  Sorrows,  yet  I  hopey 
t>  z  with 
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with  the  ^kjfmg  of  Gody  it  will  tend  to 
refirain  'em  from  Excefs, 

Madam,  You  have  all  the  Ajfurancey 
that  you  can  ha'Ve  in  this  World,  of  your  late 
Conforts  Happimfs  in  the  next  j  he  having 
only  changd  your  pleajtngy  hut  temporary 
Society  y  for  the  endlejs  Felicities  of  Abra« 
ham'j  'Bofom, 

He  has  run  his  Chrijlian  (^ce,  and  re^ 
ceiVd  his  unfading  Crown :  he  has  pafsd 
thro  an  iU-naturd  World  with  an  unjpotted 
Kame^  for  EnVy  it  felf  could  not  fiain 
his  CharaSieri, 

May  his  Virtues  live  in  his  Childrens 
Memory,  and  his  Example  in  their  Lives: 
May  all  the  tender  branches  of  your  hope* 
ful  Family  become  (plants  of  ^nown  3  may 
they  tread  in  their  Fathers  Steps,  and  ferye 
their  Fathers  God :  And  that  You,  dear 
Madam,  may  long  continue  with  'em,  to  awe 
and  guide  their  Youth,  and  to  fhed  the  hr 
fluences  of  your  Virtues  among  'em,  is  the 
unfeignd  Vejire  of, 

M  A  DAM,  Your  very  Humble 

and  Oblig'd  Servant, 

John  Piggott. 
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I  Thess:  iv.  13,  14. 

^ut  I  would  not  haye  you  to  he  tgnorattty 
^rethrerif  concerning  them  which  are 
ajkepy  that  ye  forrow  not,  eVen  as  o- 
thers  which  have  no  hope. 

For  if  we  believe  that  Je/us  died  and 
roje  a^ainy  eyen  fo  them  alfo  which 
fleep  in  Je/us,  will  God  Bring  with  him, 

I  HE  melancholy  Air  that  fits  on 
every  Coantenance,  and  the  fad 
Solemnities  that  attend  onr  meet- 
ing at  this  time,  give  fuflicient 
Intimation  of  what  I  am  come 
about :  I  need  not  tell  yon  that  it  is  to 
preach  a  Funeral  Semdon,  and  whofc  Death 
has  given  me  the  forrow  fal  Occa  (ion ;  for  the 
deceafcd  Gentleman*s  Worth  was  fo  well 
known,  and  the  want  of  him  is  fo  much  felt, 
that  the  Court,  the  Qty,  and  the  Church  of 
Cod  are  not  a  little  fenfible  who  it  is  that 
isravi/h'd  from  them. 

D3  This 
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This  fudden  and  furprizing  Providence  re- 
prefcnts  the  Frailty  of  Human  Nature,  and 
the  neceffity  of  an  early  and  conftant  Prepa- 

1  Cor.  7.31.  ration  for  the  other  Wbrld:  Fir  thU  Worlit 
and  the  Fajhicn  of  it  faffes  aW4y.  .  It^  Glprv 
and  Inhabitants  vanift  ia  the  twiakling.  ot 
an  eye.  Lord,  how  vain  a  thing  is  lilan !  bovr 
Jit  tie  is  he  to  be  accounted  of,  feeing  hisBreatbt 
is  in  his  Noftrils,  and  may  be  ftopt  by  a  thou- 
fand  Accidents,  and  his  Soul  let  out  at  the 
leaft  Poi:o  of  his  Body  !     _     i  ^    j 

Yet  fo  great  is  the  Stupidity  that  has  feiz'd 
on  the  World,  that  mpit  Peppl^  we  ifof  por- 
ting the  evil  Day  far  from  ^ein,  as  only  fit 
to  be  thought  on  by  the  Sick'  and  the  Aged  : 
tho  they  kpovr  not  ^^t  a  E^jjtimtybnng 
forth  i  and  tho  they  canhgt  but  J^e'^inforpi'd 
by  the  Record^  ol?  the  CSrave,  tbkt  th^f e  are 
nK)re  ^rop  tnto  it  in  tSheic  full  >ftreAgth,\  while 

jobii.24..  ;heit  Bontf  axe  moij^nefl  phh  Mf(^v^\  t^iaa 
ther?  ^re  that  arrive  to  agoqfd  6Rl*A|g^  be- 
fore thcy^^  ifiake  their  6*d^  in  dart^nfefsi: 

Indeed  there  are  none  fo  wretchedly  fcep- 
tlc^l  a?  ^0  deny^  or  di^^lieve  tlwt-tte 
rnewtal^  p'r  that  .feri(w;^y  think  t^ef^f^ 
yer  go  to  the  Houfe  appointed  for  M  Hting : 
jet  tfce  generality  of  the  Wor^  fSte .  as  if 
they  werj  nevef  to  d^i^  i^^ani  Iconfe^r^f  the 
two,  it  ieems  to  »e  a.gresrter'jiaftance  of 
Madoefs  and  FoHy^  ipt  thiiifc  "^w^  %ail  dfe^ 
and  not  prepare  foV  it,  than  ^t6  ita^ine  w^ 
are  immortal,  aod  jTo  gqnqapiJ)Ie  dlT'  dying. 
So  that  VP9^ .  J^?.i  y^^^^j  ^  jMan  ^' tknnot; 
give  a  better  feymeiicf  i>^  true  wifddmfJ;  thaa 
by  making   his .  Preparation/ f^^^^^  .the 

great  bufinefs  of  his  Life^f   f6r,\pea{ih?ry^e  are 
f^Q  will  come,  but  at;  what  time  We  knbw' 

not : 
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pot  :;iAetefore'iiBthe  mofl:  rcafenable  tbiog 
in  tbe  World  thc^t  we  (boold  Set  always  ready, 
\  I  little tboa^ttoat  be  who  was  worfhippiog 
of  G0A  iQ  tbit»  ^ce  f:his  4ay  month,  woold  fo 
ibdabaTire  fuak  doivir^  tin  tbe Paft  of  Death ; 
and  indeed  Qod  oaly  knows  wUch  of  us  ihall 
^^  tb($  next  twn  to  th^  Sepujcher.  I  kjDpw 
'tis  impoflible  to  mention  tUs,  but  there  will 
be  a  very  ftrong  Emotion  in  molt  Minds;  to 
iilm  whkb)  a  fisq^rle  te  qij  Text  is  1^  moffc 
proffer  Hefnedy  tl^  I  kgQw  0^ 

thren^  &c. 

•Tis  not  improbable  but  that  the  Death  of 
fobcFer^s;, isr  t^f  7'i!p«0V<«^4;f  Cberch  might 
0eca^eASt.iW/^#44re^  bimfdf  totbeSon- 
ftii^l  (a$jn  the^^wdp  pf  the  Te3^t)  that  be 
«igbt  .aisnv  'en  Ag^ii^  the  Fear^  of  JHeath,  and 
intidorafte  ith^  vej|§cffive,Mo^^  for  thp 
Besfk  1  In;tj»erw0r4$  jpbfcrvfe  tbefe?  t^rw  Parts; 

iti  T^ Aipbfl^^s  -eslitFWnlinary  care  to  inform 
ii  JlhftiT^ijr^l^^  WWerning    the 

f  o v^taH^f J  «fcph^4ft*d  Friepds :  :^ifr  /  would  mt 

tJI/  AlDHlaa^f  eife()aiiKSioder3te  Sorrow,  upon 
ji  ;tl\^J>%btwf:j|hpfft  flbrt.arepiiW^j  Th^  ^9 

'ItfKfjTi*  Ar©mieiijtftirtJ^^/Apoftie.iUe&  tQ  prp- 
:o  iroftl:  fiXQfilBve({ MpiwBWg ;ft^  dead  in 

•j :  fChiti^"* ,  IPhel  ^ifeis  i^ke^  fp^  ,$b«  <atiwe 
:  ^  of  rtbkid?  Bfeatb^:  r tig  ^efcribed  i^W*'  f *^^  ^9^^ 
> -i iChajftftf c^f-^Steeg. :  The'  fecfiia^  «  fetch'd 
\.  ifreiB5vl?$tftftB^Mo««^  this  Sleep  \  they  (ball 
V  i  be^frak*ft?4  ift i^* HjossJsag  p?:  the  Ref4r- 

^  P  4  w/i* 
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mth  him.  Which  the  Apoftle  not  only  alTcrts; 
but  proves :  Ptn-^  fays  he,  ify^t  believe  that^ 
Jefiis  died  and  rofe  again  J  q.d.  if  there  be  any 
folid  reafon  for  oar  believing  the  Death  and 
Refarreaion  of  Chrift^  then  we  have  an  in- 
fallible affiirance  of  the  revival  of  allthafr 
die  nnited  to  him :  thofe  that  fieef  in  Jefia^ 
wiB  God  bring  with  him*  '  ^    ' 

I  ftiaU  briefly  treat  of  thefe  three  General? 
Heads,  and  l^hen  make  fome  Application  firta-t 
ble  to  my  Text,  and  the  folemn  and  fad  Occa- 
iion  of  difcourfing  from  it. 

I.  The  Apoftle's  extraordinary  care  to  in« 

form  the  Thejfalonian  Chriftians  concerning  the 

ftate  of  their  deceafed  Friends :    But  ItlfatUd 

not  have  you  to  be  ignorant-^  Brethren^  concerning^ 

them  which  are  afleep.    Thofe  words  Teem  td  im*- 

port,  that  the  Apoftle  apprehended  divics  of 

thcfe  Chriftians  to  be  under  fome  miftakes  with 

refpeft  to  their  dead  Friends :  And  'tis  tbouglu: 

that  their  Perfecutors  had  (hock'd  *em  in  their 

^  Faith  aboiit  the  Refurreaiori  of  the  Body^   For 

we  know,  that  the  Greek  Philofophers,  as  ^ell 

as  the  Sadduces  among  the  yetrxj  did  exptode 

and  ridicule  this  gteat  Dodrine  5  which  they 

performed  with  fo  much  Art  and  Subtilty,  that 

fome  Members  of  the  Priiilitlve  Church  doubted, 

'  whilft  others  affirmM  there  was  no  Refurred-- 

tion.    And  this  feems  to  bft  the  occafion  of 

their  exceflSfre  Sorrow,  ttley  looking  upwi  their 

dead  Friends  not  only  a^  removM  out  ^f  the 

World,  bat  as  loft  for  ever  (&s  to  their  Bodies 

at  leaft.)     And  their  Perftcutors,  that  they 

'  might  ihcreafe  their  Infidelity  and  their  ^rrow 

at  the  fame  time,  when  they  pot  the  Chriftians 

to 
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to  death  for  the  Caafeof  Chrilt,  did  it  in  foch 
ways,  as  might  have  the  appearance  at  leafl:  of 
deftroying  and  annihilating  the  Matter  that 
compos'd  their  Bodies:  Sometimes  commit- 
ting'em  to  the  Flames,  and  fcattering  their 
Aflies  in  the  Air  and  in  Rivers,  that  their  f or- 
Tiving  Friends  might  conclude  it  was  impofli- 
ble  they  (hould  ever  rife  again :  At  other  times 
they  were  devoured  by  wild  Bealts,  or  elfe 
tiirown  as.^  Prey  to  the  Filhof  the  Sea  ^  and  all 
this  to  fiipprefs  the  Belief  of  the  Refurredion. 
Now  whether  thefe  Enemies  to  the  Chrif- 
tian  Dodrine  did  imagine  by  thefe  Methods  to 
annihilate  the  Matter  of  the  Human  Body,  or 
£3  to  fcatter  or  confound  thefe  Particles  of 
Bnit,  asto.render  itiippoflible  for  God  tore- 
colled  and.  range  'em  in  their  due  Place  and  Or- 
der, foas  tocompofe  the  fame  Human  Body  i'tis 
cqaaUy  abfurd.  The  former  is  very  unphilofo- 
pbical,  for  'tis  impoflible  by  any  methpd  in  the 
World  to  anoihilate  Matter :  indeed  its  Form 
may  be  deftroy'd,  and  it  may  receive  a  variety 
of  new  Figures  *,  it  may  be  differently  modified 
tea  thoofand  times,  but  cannot  be  annihilated 
by  the  Arts  of  any  Creature  under  Heaven. 
With  refped  to  the  latter,  'tis  impious  and 
athdftical^  for  it  fuppofes  a  defed  either  in  the 
Knowledg  or  Power  of  God,  or  both  j  which 
is  as  vain  .as  to  fay,  there  is  no  God :  for  we 
cannot  frame  a  becoming  Idea  of  a  Deity, 
without  conceiving  hhn  dotted  with  every 
Perfedion,  and  as  poflefling  of  'em  infinitelyt 
So  that  aUowing  there  is  fuch  a  Being  as  God, 
that  is  Omnifcient  and  Almighty,  'tis  as  ra- 
tional to  believe  he  can  recoiled  thefe  difper- 
fed  Atoms  again,  as  unite  'em  in  their  firli 
ProdndiQa.    For  all  tJijuKS  are  poffiblc  to  God, 

who 
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wliot  cia,  if  he  pleafe,  imprefs  a  kiod  of  im^- 
tural  force  upon  the  difunlted  Flafts,  and  caafe 
*ein  to  rtbvc  to  one  another^   a^  readily  as  the, 
filings  of  Iron  to  a  Loadftone, ^  tho  mingled* 
yfit\\  millions  of  Part icks  of  S^nd.  ^ 

The  infinite  Knowtedg,  together  With  the 
irrefiftible  Power  p^  God,  aiifvters^ all  Objec- 
tions againft  the  Reforredidn  of  tilt  JBody  ^ 
the  :fame  Being  liavihg  plighted  his  ffaiithft^-.. 
nefs  for  this  Event,  promifing  that  tiieDeait 
fhall  be  raifcd.  And  this  is  one  great  Dbdrine 
which  St.  Paul  in  the  1  txt  aims  toict  in  a  clear 
and  certain  light,  that  the  fhiffktam^  wbor 
feemM  to  be  (hakfcn,  mighthe^dfiferih'd  In  their 
belief  of  this  ImciortaHt  Article  Off  th^Cairif- 
tian Creed:  Brct.rcri^  j  nouid  nn^bAw^ y^i^ 
be  ignorant  cancerhing  them  that  drie  <  i/terp«' ■  ■  ■  ■» 
for  them  that  Jleef  tnjefm^  wilt €^Airirtg-  with 
him:  q.  d.'  *Tis  true,  your  FrieEldS'^ajre^i^fc^ 
afleep,  but  'tis  not  an  eternal  o^ei^^lbr' tHdJf 
ftall  beawaken'd  from  it;  thcv  -iwe  deiad^  feut 
they,  (hall  revive  and  rife*  agamj^^r^Geidi  ouc 
Saviour  fhall  bring^  thcifi;  with  hliii,^^ta  he 
comes  in  the  Clouds  of 'HfeaV^en.  =  Jierblroighf 
ttiake  feveral  very  pH>fTiible  Remarifis  Apon  the 
Ap6l!tie'scareto  ^ottih'iiiA  fenibt^lthe  MiP 
takes  thbfe  Chrifttans  h^  imbibed  to  ^Hcwohc 
wrote,  bqt  oiy  time  wifr'  riot  ftffiftr^  iftk  tia  fta^ 
upon  this  Head,    f  proceed  th€i%fof<  t<>«  the     l 

•  114  Qcnera1,>hkhTliU^iffiiaftft^ftomim^ 
Moderate  iJorroV^r  u^ft^  'i\f^\ death  fefr  tfibfe'tfart 
tire  pioibs.;  Jmidd  Wt  hkWyou  ^&^-^igMlkMni\ 
irethrerlj  concerning  t^M^^ivhish ^  Wi^^ '^Jf^^  ^^^ 
)lf  Jorhvtf  not  even^  dr  fothir^  that  -have^^iiol  kofJA 
The  deliiyiof  th^fe  Wclftls^te  verj  <A)^ioaii  viau 
to  temped  Qur.Grlefj^'ti?  i>9giiia*t€  initi  bdoad 
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our  Sorrows  for  thofe  religious  Friends  that 
are  fnatch'd  from  us  by  Death.     St.  Paul  docs  . 
not  diffiiade  from  all  kind  of  Mourning,  but  * 
from  that  which  is  excelTive  •,   a  moderate  Sor*-' 
row  is  due  to. the  Memory  of  our  deceafed'; 
Friends.        '    ';;.* 

And  we  find  fd me,   whofe  Charafters  fliine.; 
brighteft  in  the  Scripturc-riiftory,    under  ar 
Cloud  of  Sorrow,   when  their  Relations  have/ 
been  remov'd  by  Death ;    yet  'tis  no  where, 
that  I  know  of,  charg'd  lipon'em  as  a  Crime,  . 
that  they  wept  for  the  Dead.     Abraham^  who  J 
has  an  honourable  mention  among   the  Old- ' 
Ten:ament  Worthies  for  his  great  Self-denial,  ^ 
as  well  as  the  ftrength  of  his'F^lth,   in  being, 
ready  to  off^r  up  his  only  Sou  at  the  Divine  [ 
Commafld^  yet  ga^eavent_to  bis  Grief,  and: 
pourM  out  a  fiood  of  Tears,  when  Sarah  the 
Delight  of  his  Eyd  was  taken'  away  with  a 
OkoKc:  j4nd  Ahr^iid^  Came  to  mourn  fir  Sitah^  Gen.  23,2; 
and  wept  fir  her,       "  '  \  ;       .  '  ,' 

And  Joh^  that  Mirror  iof  ;!^itl^eice  and  Ptp-  Job  i.  7, 
bity,  that  had  none  like  him  ih  the  Earth, 'ki' 
God  himfelf  teftifies  tp^tan,  yet,  as  we  read," 
rent  his  Mantle-^/Jhav^d  his  H€^\^  fill  upon  fc>Jver.  20. 
fac'i  to  the   gr-ound^    wh^rt'  he  '  h^^rd  of    th^.. 
de^tti  of   hisjChirdren;^   there 'Were  ihe  Cere-         •' 
monies  then  la  iff|a>jhe.f^gns  of.a^eep  mpur- 
niijg;^  yet  we  are  t61d/  ;^-^  %  jjl?  'tips  he  fimd'^'''\^^, 
not.  nor  charged  G(0'fiiilip}lyi'       '^'  ,    .-jl 

mt  that  lnffanefe%hichis^.B^  -^  •;   ; 

purpoft,  and  fre^  eVen  fr6m:  tfft^,  ^ft^^ 
a.  Cri^e,  is  that  of  pur  Bl.eflect^^^viour, ' who  . 
tho  never  gui|t|bf  ihe  leafl;  B'^qtls^  yet  join?'; 
withthe  Jem  ia  their  Sorrow  for  i^^t^V^ :  foi;^' 
v?hea'he  fawAf^ry,  -^^Ocdd  thofe v^hat  attend e^;^^ 
Jier,  weefiing  for  hef  dead  Brother,  the Text^ 
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lolmtt.n*  faySi  he  groaned  in  the  Spirit j  and  was  troubled  *y 
but  when  he  came  nearer  to  the  Grave,  his 
Grief  flow'd  oat  at  his  Eyes,  for  the  Bleffed 

ttop.  ^  Jefus  is  faid  to  have  weft.  Now  whateve/ 
might  be  the  occafion  of  his  Grief,  whether  his 
love  to  LaxArM^  or  the  Jews  Infidelity,  or  any 
other  reafon,  'cis  plain  that  thofe  who  ftood 
about  the  Grave  took  it  in  the  firft  lenfe  i  there* 

▼tr.  ^  fore  they  prefently  cry  out,  Behold  how  he  loved 
him! 

Thus  you  fee  from  the  brightelt  Examples  ! 
in  Scripture,  that  a  moderate  Sorrow  for  the 
Deadisallowable*  Moreover,  let  me  remark, 
that  the  contrary  Carriage  under  the  lofs  of 
our  Friends  would  look  like  a  Contempt  of  the 
Divine  Hand  ;  for  as  we  are  not  to  faint  under 
the  Rebukes,  fo  we  are  not  to  defpife  the  Chal^ 
tcning  of  the  Lord.     The  Wife-Man  teUs  qs,^^ 

WtcicL^.^  that  there  is  a  titne  to  mourn  and  a  time  to 
weep,  as  well  as  for  other  thin^i  certainly  it' 
cannot  be  an  unfit  feafon  to  weep,  when  God 
takes  away  our  pious  Friends,  that  have  been 
eminently  ufeful,  and  publick  Bleffings  to  a. 
Nation.  And  *tis  obfervable  how  the  Prophet 
complains  of  the  grofs  Stupidity  of  the  Jews^ 
who  were  infetifible  under  the  figns  of  the  Di- 

Vk^sf.  t.  vine  Difpleafure ;,  The  righteous  perifiieth^  and  na 
man  layeth  it  to  heart.  And  we  find  alfo  that 
Yis  threatened  as  a  Judgment,  when  any  die 

jtr.a^ts.  without  being  lamented;  yea,^^'tis  faid  to  be 

J6b27. ,},  the  Portion  j^  the  wicked  from  God^  and  the  He- 

«♦.  I/.  ritage  of  the  Ojoprefor^  that  t^ey  are  cut  off^  and, 
their  Widows  JhaU  not  weep.  So  that  upon  the 
whole  'tis  verjr  evident,  that  St.  paulia  my  Text 
has  no  defign^  in  his  Difluafive  from  immoderate 
Sorrow,  to  recommend  the  Stoical  Apathy  : 
for  the  Rules  of  the  Chriftiaa  Inftitution  have 

'    no 
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no  tendency  to  eradicate  our  Pdflions,  bat  to 
correft  and  govern  'em. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  remark,  that  what  has 
been  faid  cads  no  favourable  Afped  on  the  Doc- 
trine of  the  Stoick  Philofophers,  which  teaches 
that  Men  are  to  ftifle  all  natural  Afiedions  both 
of  Joy  and  Sorrow  \  that  no  outward  Bmoluments 
Ihould  move  the  Afledion  of  Joy :  and  that  a 
Ferfon  fliould  be  as  eafy  and  as  free  from  the 
Paflion  of  Grief  in  a  violent  Paroxifm  of  the 
Gout  or  Stone,  as  if  he  were  in  perfeft  health 
in  the  midit  of  the  moll:  ravilhing  Delights. 
Tis  reported  of  Pojfidoniw  a  Stoick  Philofopher^ 
who  pafled  a  great  part  of  his  Life  under  very 
acute  Difeafes,  that  being  vilited  hjPomteyzt 
Rhodes^  he  entertained  him  with  a  Philolophi- 
cal  Difcourfe;  and  when  his  Pains  were  the 
molt  iharp  and  violent,  he  chid  'em  in  fnch 
Language  as  this :  ^  In  vain  doft  thou  aJfauU  me^ 
Pain  i  tho  thou  art  trouhUfome^  thou  fhatt  never 
fwee  me  to  confefs  thou  art  evil*  Indeed  could 
the  Pomp  of^  words  abate  our  painful  Senia- 
tions,  there  would  be  fome  fhew  of  Reafon  in 
this  Philofopher's  method  \  but  fince  the  contra* 
ry  is  evident  by  univerfal  Experience,  'twas 
an  inltance  of  great  Pride,  and  the  moft  ridi- 
culous Folly.  And  'tis  worth  remarking,  that 
the  greateft  Matters  in  this  Philofophy,  when 
they  fell  into  Iharp  Adverfity,  fuddenly  funk 
into  fuch  deep  Defpair  and  Impatience,  that  they 
laid  violent  hands  upon  themfelves.  I  need 
only  name  Cato  and  Brutus^  the  moft  eminent 
among  'em,  "  who  (asoneobferves)  profeffing 
^  themfelves  to  be  wife  in  their  Speculations, 
**  became  Fools  inPradicc,  and  wercconfoun- 

•  Nil  ag«,  dolor  J  ^uaoquam  fi»  nwleftiw,  nunquam  tc  cfle  confitc- 

**  ded 
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"  ded  with  all  their  Philofophy,  when  they 
*'  Ihould  have  made  ufe  of  it.  Which  brings 
to  my  mind  a.  Paflage  1  have  rea^  of  Senecaj 
who  was  not  a  little  inclin'd  to  the  Stoick  Phi- 
iofophy  9  who  teUs  us^  tnat  at  the  death  of  hi?; 
dear  Friend  AntMus  Serenusj  he^  was  found  of  the 
iiumber  of  thoie  whom  Grief  overcame.  Upon 
which,  one  remarks;  *'  That  Nature  was  too 
*'  ftrong  for  his  Philofophy,  tho  at  other  times 
*'  none  out-braves  the  Misfortunes  of  Life,  or 
**  the  Terrors  of  Death  at  a  higher  rate,  as  if 
**  they  had  not  the  leaft  power  to  move  his 
*^  wife  Man.''  So  that  upon  J:he  whole  we  fee 
the  Infufficiency  of  Philofophick  Axioms  to 
iupport  a  Mind  overwhelm'd  with  Sorrow. 
I  But  that  which  Philofophy  has  Vainly  attemp- 

ted, Divine  Revelation  has  fully  compleated 
an<i  Rnifh'd ;  as  wiD  be  evident,  when  I  confider 
the  Arguments  St.  Taul  ufe*  in  the  Text  to  dilj. 
fuade  from  ja\6tirning  as  thofe  th^t  have  no 
hope.  .  . 

But  before  I  touch  upon  them,  I  muft  be  a  lit- 
tle more  partici^ar  in  this  other  matter,  I 
have  already  told  you  what  kind  of  Sorrow  for 
the  Dead,  the  Scripture  indulges  i  but  that  which 
IS  without  hope^  you  fee  our  Text  condemns. 
i3i?w  our  Mourning  may  feU  under  thisCharac- 
UXj  '      '         ' 

Firfi,  When.'tisa^effiveiiitheMeafureancl 
Degree. 
Stvondly^  la  the  Length  and  Continuance, 

Firfiy  When  'tis  exceffivein  t^e  Meafure  and 
Degree ;  as  it  may  be  deem'd. 


'  Efift.6^.  last!  exexBpk  eormn  im giaof  tfoior  vkit. 

u  When 
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T.  When  our  Sorrows  are  veoted  in  impati- 
ent Murraors  and  indecent  Refledions  apon  tbe 
Condod  of  Divine  Providence  ^  as  if  when  our 
Friends  are  taken  from  oor  Society,  God  had 
done  an  unjult,  an  unmerciful,  or  an  uawife' 
Ad.  This  is  very  criminal  i  for  hereby  wc 
afiront  him  in  his  nK>ral  Perfedions^  and  feeoi 
to  difpnte  with  him  about  the  Rights  of  his 
Gocthead  ^  forgetting  that  he  is  our  abTolute 
Sovereign,  and  has  an  origin^  and  uaalieaa- 
Ke  Right  in  us  and  ours.  For  as  it  was  merely 
an  Ad  of  his  Choice  to  give  us  a  Being,  all  his 
fubfeqnent  Bounties  can  have  no  other  Origi- 
nal  than  bis  own  good  Pleafure*  And  fincfi 
he  beltows  his  Favours  upon  us  without  our 
Merit,  he  may  juftly,  when  he  pleafes,  recal 
'em  without  pur  leaver  for  his  fuadamental 
Bight  in  us  and  our  Friends^  skreens  himfirosi 
the  leafl:  fliadow  of  injuftice,  when  by  Death 
lie  removes  them  from  us.  So  that  if  while 
we  are  mourniug  for  our  deceasM  Friends,  we 
permit  our  PafTions  to  mutiny,  fo  as  to  utter 
any  unbecomiQ|g  Reflexions  on  the  Skiifulnefs 
of  the  Irvine  Hand  j  'tis  a  ftrong  evidence 
that  our  Sorrows  are  too  exceffive. 

And  this  kind  of  Excefs  and  Impatience 
Jeems  to  have  overcome  Ddvidj  when  in  the 
moft  mournful  Accents,  and  in  an  uncommon 
Strain,  he  laments  the  tragical  End  of  his 
rebellious  Son  AhfMow^  as  the  Text  informs 
las:  TToe  King  wm  much  moved^  ami  went  «f  28am.  xS. 
tQ  the  Chamber  over  the  Gtitt^  and  weft  \  and  33* 
Oi  he  went  J  thus  he  faid^  O  my  Sm  Abfalom, 
my  Son^  my  Son  Ab(alom4  w^tdd  Cvd  I  had 
died  for  tbee^  0  AbTalom)  my  Sop^  my  Sm! 
But, 

a.  We 
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1.  Wc  forrow  like  thofc  without  hope, 
when  car  Grief  does  fo  ruffle  our  Minds  and 
cnfeebk  our  Bodies,  as  to  render  us  unca- 
pable  to  dilcharge  the  fpecial  Duties  of  our 
Relation  and  Place,  and  to  exetcife  thofe 
Graces  which  are  eminently  ufeful,  and  very 
neceflary  to  be  called  forth  into  ad,  in  a  time 
of  folemn  Mourning  and  deep  Sadnefs.  ^  If 
the  Mind  be  greatly  penfive,  and  thrown  in- 
to a  convulfive  Agony,  and  do  long  continue 
{6,  Sadnefs  and  Dlforder  will  appear  in  the 
Countenance ;  for  the  Laws  of  Union  betwixt 
Body  and  Soul  are  fo  ftrift,  that  'tis  impof- 
\  fible  for  the  Faculties  of  the  Mind  to  be  in- 

difpos'd,  but  the  Organs  of  the  Body  will 
be  fenfible  of  it,  and  fufier  by  it.  For  as 
any  Injury  done  to  the  Body  occalions  pain* 
fal  Senfations  in  the  Mind,  fo  a  violent  hurry 
of  the  Powers  and  Paffions  of  the  Soul  wiUl 
foon  abate  the  ftrength  of  the  Body;  which 
while  it  declines  and  languiflies,  increafes  the 
diforder  of  the  Spirit :  fo  that  by  an  unaccoun- 
table Sympathy  they  become  Partners  in  each 
other's  Sorrows,  and  mutuaDy  hinder  the  per- 
formance of  Holy  Duties,  and  the  exercifc  of 
Faith,  Hope  and  Patience.  For  the  mutiny 
of  our  Paffions  fends  up  fuch  Vapours  as  thicken 
into  a  Cloud  ^  which  fitting  on  the  Under- 
ftanding,  do  fo  confound  the  Apprehenfion, 
both  with  regard  to  the  Adin^s  of  thefe  Gra- 
ces, and  the  Objeds  upon  which  they  are  to 
terminate,  that  they  arc  like  a  mufical  Inltru- 
xnent  that  is  unftrung,  and  fo  unfit  for  ufe. 
Indeed  there  is  no  time  more  proper  for  the 
ading  our  fufiering  Graces,  than  a  Day  of 
Gloom  and  thick  Darknefs.  But  alas!  this 
cannot  be  performed  while  the  Mind  is  under 

Confufion 
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CoofiiCon  and  Horror,  and  the  animal  Spi« 
rits  cxhaufted  by  continual  fighing.  There- 
fore when  we  give  fb  large  a  vent  to  our 
Sorrows,  as  to  impair  the  Health  of  our  Bo- 
dies, and  impede  the  Exercifc  of  our  Graces, 
we  ibrrow  like  thofe  that  have  no  hope. 

3.  When  our  Grief  for  our  deceafed  Friends 
is  greater  than  for  thofe  Sins  which  might  be 
the  occafion  of  God's  removing  them  fo  fud- 
denly  from  us.  There  is  hardly  any  afflidive 
Providence,  but  is  properly  a  Reproof  and 
Corredion  for  Sin.  Now  if  the  fraart  of  our 
Afflidions  gives  a  deeper  accent  to  our  Sor- 
row than  the  guilt  ot  our  Sins  ^  if  we  are 
more  griev'd  tor  the  lofs  of  our  Friend  than 
for  the  vifible  tokens  of  the  Divine  Anger, 
then  our  mourning  is  criminal.  Indeed  that 
Perfon  muft  be  very  Stoical  who  can  bear  the 
lofs  of  an  agreeable  Friend,  without  dropping 
a  few  Tears,  and  fending  fome  Sighs  after 
him^  but  he  is  no  lefs  to  blame,  that  can  con- 
ceive a  greater  Sorrow  in  his  Soul  for  the 
lofs  of  an  ootward  Comfort,  than  for  Sin 
the  fadcaofe  of  God's  fnatching  it  from  him. 
Moreover,  'tis  a  certain  fign  that  God  was 
not  valu'd  by  fuch  a  one  as  the  fupreme,  all- 
comprehending  Good  if  any  temporal  Lofs 
does  more  afflid  his  Soul  than  the  Sins  that 
occafion'd  it. 

4.  We  forrow  as  thofe  without  hope  for 
our  departed  Friends,  when  our  Grief  is  more 
pungent  and  affliftive  for  the  lofs  of  them, 
than  for  God's  withdrawing  his  gracious  and 
quickning  Prefcnce,  and  hiding  his  Face  from 
OS  in  an  angry  Cloud.  The  Smiles  of  God 
are  better,  and  more  to  be  valued  than  the 
bell  Ljfe  of  any  Creature:   therefore  to  be 

E  lefs 
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lefs  concerned  when  he  frowns  upon  oar  SotiUi 
than  when  he  removes  from  us  the  Comforts 
of  Life^  does  not  only  difcover  the  difor- 
derly  excefs  of  our  Grief,  but  the  defed  of 
our  Judgment,  in  fetting  a  higher  value  oa 
a  dying  Creature  than  an  everliving  God* 
But  I  haften  to  the  fecond  Head. 

Secondly^  They  may  be  faid  to  forrow  as 
thofe  without  hope,  that  exceed  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  their  Sorrows,  re jefting  all  folid 
grounds  of  Comfort,   as  did   feveral  whofe 
Names  are  inroU'd  in  facred  Story.    TU  in- 
Gen.  37.     ftance  in  a  few  :   Good  old  Jacob^  upon  the 
34-'  3J-      apprehenfion    of    Jofephi's    death,    rends    his 
Clothes^    puts   Sackcloth   upon    his    Loins^    and 
mourn  d  for  his  Son  many  days  :   his  Paflion  fo 
got  the  ftart  of  his  Reafon,  that  he  refus'd  to 
be  comforted,  and  refoIvM  to  mourn  till  he 
died,   abandoning  himfelf  to  the  molt   def- 
jer.51.1j.  perate  Sorrow.    And  thus  Rachel  is  defcrib'd 
by   the  Prophet,   as  weeping  for  her  Childrenj 
and  refujing  to  be  comforted^  becaufe  they  were 
2  Sam.  21.  not.    And  Riz,pah  continued  by  the  dead  Bo- 
""•  dies  of  her  Sons,  and  would  not  willingly  be 

removM  from  them.  And  there  are  not  a 
few  Chriftians  who  are  too  apt  to  Aide  into 
thefe  Excefles  upon  the  death  of  their  near 
Relations,  as  if  all  their  Happinefs  was  va- 
niftiM  and  gone,  when  the  delight  of  their 
Eyes  is  funk  into  a  Grave  out  of  their  fight : 
which  immoderate  Sorrow  is  a  continued  Re- 
flexion on  the  Divine  Attributes,  as  if  a 
God  of  infinite  Wifdom  and  immenfe  Good- 
nefs  were  uncapable  of  making  up  the  lofs  of 
a  mutable  mortal  Creature. 

4-  Morc^ 
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Moreover,   let  me  remark  that  the  invin- 
cible Patieoce,   and  profound  Submiflion  of 
fome  Heathens  under  the  moft  affliding  Pro- 
vidences,   condemn    the    Praftice    of  thofe 
Chriftians  who  inceflfantly  mourn  for  their  de- 
parted Friends,  and  refufe  to  be  comforted, 
rn  mention  but  one  in  the  room  of  feveral, 
and  'tis  that  of  Stilfon  the  Philofopher,  who 
when  the  City  where  he  liv'd  was  reduc'd  to 
Afhcs,  and  his  Wife  and  Children  buried  in 
the  common  Ruins,  himfelf  efcaping  alone 
from  the  Fire,  being  ask'd  whether  he  had 
loft  any  thing?   replied,  ^  AU  my  Tre  a  fare's 
with  mey  Juftice^  Virtue^  Temperance^  Prudence j 
and  this  inviolable  Principle^   not  to  efieem  any 
thing  as  my  proper  Good  that   can  be   ravijh  d 
from  me.    An  Inftance  that  very  much   up- 
braids thofe  Chriftians  who  are  intemperate 
either  in  the  degree  or  duration  of  their 
Grief.    Some  time  is  neceflary  and  decent  for 
our  funeral  Sorrows:  but  to  walk  foftly  all 
our  days  in  deep   mourning  and  anguiih  of 
Spirit,  becaufe  our  Friends  are  taken  from 
us,   and  made  more  happy   than   ever  they 
were  with  us,  is  to  grieve  like  ftupid  Jewi% 
or  hopelefs  Heathens;^  who  both  disbelieve 
the  Refurrefiion  of  Chrift,  which  is  the  Foun- 
dation, Model,  and  Fledgof  ours. 

Therefore  that  this  DifTuafive  of  the  Apo- 
ftle  may  make  a  futable  Impreflion  upon  our 
Minds,  let  us  now  contider  the  Arguments 
he  ules  to  inforce  it,  which  is  the 


*  Sente,  Efift,  9.  Omnia  bona  mea  mecum  funt,  Juftitia,  Vir- 
Ris,  Tcmperaaua,  Prudeada,  hoc  ipfum  nihil  boni  puure  quod 
cHpi  pol&c, 

E  z  m^  Gene- 
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III<i  General  Head :  And  here  are  two  thing* 
to  be  inlifted  upon. 

Firftj  The  Nature  of  their  Death  who  die 
united  to  Chrift  ^  'tis  reprefented  under  the 
foft  Charafter  of  a  Sleep. 

Secondly^  The  great  Advantage  that  follows 
their  Death  j  fuch  as  Jleep  in  Jefus  will  Cod 
bring  with  him. 

Firfij  The  Nature  of  their  Death  who  are 
united  to  Chrift,  'tis  caUM  a  Sleep ;  Thofe  that 
fleep   in    Jefus  wiH  God   bring  with  him*     Aa 

•Dr.  Btf^f/.  excellent  *  Author  on  this  Text  obferVes 
how  the  Apoftle  varies  the  Expreffionr 
*^  Jefus  died,  but  the  Saints  fleep  in  him  ; 
"  for  he  fuftained  Death  in  all  its  Terrors, 
"  that  it  might  be  a  calm  Sleep  to  his  Peo- 
"  pie." 

Under  the  Old  Teftament  we  find  the  Death 
of  the  Saints  frequently  fet  forth  by  this 
foft  and  gentle  Chara^er.  David  and  Selo^ 
nton,  Jehojhaphat  and  Hezekiah  arc  reprefented 
at  their  Death  to  be  fallen  afleep. 

And  under  the  New  Teftament  our  Lord 
ufes  this  Phrafe  upon  the  death  of  one  whom 

Joh.  11.  II.  he  lov'd,  Our  Friend  Lazarus  yZffpffib.  And 
'twas  St.  Paulas  ufual  Idiom  to  call  Death  a 
Sleep,   as  appears  from  the  Scriptures  in  the 

*  '^^ojj  '^  Margin  ^.    Some  indeed  have  been  fo  weak 

>i  '^°'^''as  to  imagine  that  this  Sleep  did  equally  feize 
Soul  and  Body,  and  have  aflerted,  that  at 
death  the  Soul  pafles  into  a  ftate  of  InaSi-' 
vity,  and  fleepeth  with  the  Body  till  the 
Refurreftion  9  an  Opinion  fo  repugnant  to 
the  true  Principles  of  Philofophy  and  Divine 

Revc- 
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Revelation,  that  'tis  feldom  efpous'd  by  any 
bat  Atheilts,  Sociaians,  and  very  ignorant 
Pretenders  to  Religion. 

Oar  Souls  are  of  an  immortal  nature,  they 
neither  die  nor  deep,  but  immediately  upon 
the  death  of  our  Bodies  return  to  God  that  gave  ^oXti.ii.r. 
^em^  and  are  fix'd  in  a  ftate  of  HappineB  or 
Mifery.  Had  not  the  Apoftle  believ'd  this, 
we  cannot  imagine  that  he  would  have  e-^ 
fteem'd  Death  to  be  gain  to  him  }  or  that  he 
would  have  been  in  any  ftrait  to  determine 
and  fix  his  choice,  for  prefent  Death  or 
longer  Life :  for  the  latter  would  have  been 
much  more  eligible,  if  he  had  believ'd  that 
his  Soul  at  death  would  have  been  as  infenfi- 
ble  and  nna&ive  as  his  Body  ^  and  no  doubt 
but  he  would  rather  have  defir'd  to  continue 
in  this  World,  where  he  had  enjoy'd  Com* 
munion  with  Chrift,  an^  often  feen  him  by 
a  fteddy  eye  of  Faith,  than  to  be  hurried  out 
of  it  by  Death,  and  render'd  utterly  inca- 
pable of  any  enjoyment  of  his  Redeemer  till 
the  Refurredion.  But  'tis  yet  more  evident 
from  another  Exprcflion  of  our  Apoftle,  that 
he  was  very  far  from  the  Opinion,  or  ra- 
ther Dream  of  the  Soul's  fleeping  with  the 
Body  till  the  Refurreftion :  His  words  are 
thefe  ;  Wc  are  confident^  ^  f^y-^  ^^^  willing  ra^  ^c^^^^^^. 
ther  to  be  abfent  from  the  Body^  and  to  be  fre^ 
fent  with  the  Lord.  q.  d.  We  have  good  cou- 
rage, and  are  well  ar^n'd  againft  the  fears  of 
Death,  being  well  alTur'd  that  we  ihall  have 
upon  our  Dillblution  an  immediate  admittance 
into  the  Prefence  of  our  glorified  Lord :  for 
the  Apoftle  fuppofes  not  only  that  the  Soul 
is  capable  of  exifting  while  feparated  from 
the  Body,  and  of  exercifing  her  Faculties  and 
E  3  Powers 
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Powers  in  fuch  a  ftate  j  but  that  fofbon  as 
Ihe  leaves  the  Body^  (he  (hall  enter  into  the 
prefence  of  Chrift,  and  behold  his  Glory. 

But  I  pafs  on,  and  (hall  briefly  reprelent 
the  force  of  the  Apoftle's  Arguments  againlt 
immoderate  Sorrow  for  the  dead. 

The  firft  of  which  is  taken  from  the  Na« 
ture  of  their  Death  Who  die  in  the  Lord  5 
'tis  defcrib'd  by  the  foft  Charafter  of  a  Sleefj 
which,  as  you  have  heard,  refers  only  to  the 
Body.  Now  the  Death  of  the  Righteous  may 
be  thus  fet  forth  on  the  following  accounts. 

I.  Becaufe  the  Body  is  then  eafed  of  all  its 
Pains,  and  freed  from  all  Fatigue  and  Toil 
to  which  it  was  expos'd  while  animated  with 
the  Soul ',  and  therefore  as  Death  is  compar'd 
to  Sleep,  fo  the  Grave  is  compar'd  to  a  Bed, 
lft,  57. 2.  where  the  righteous  are  faid  to  reft.  In  this 
Life  the  beft  of  Men  are  frequently  made  an- 
eafy  by  acute  Diftempers  and  corroding  Pains  j 
and  Death  is  frequently  fought  for,  becaufe  Life 
is  a  burden.  You  that  have  frequently  vilited 
the  Chambers  of  the  lick,  cannot  furely  have 
forgotten  the  (ighs  of  thofe  Prifoners  who 
have  groan'd  upon  Beds  of  Down,  as  if  every 
part  of  their  Bodies  had  been  violently  ex* 
tended  on  a  Rack.  It  would  be  endlefs  to 
reckon  up  the  vaft  number  of  Difeafes  that 
affeft  the  Children  of  God  in  this  World : 
for  being  tainted  with  original  Sin,  as  well  as 
the  vileft  of  the  People,  they  may  expedt  the 
fame  Diftempers  •,  and  tho  they  tarry  here 
but  a  few  days,  they  are  ordinarily  full  of 
trouble,  and  if  their  Bodies  are  not  often  in- 
difpos'd,  yet  thro  the  Malice  of  Enemies, 
and  the  Miferies  and  UnkindneflTes  of  their 
Friends,  they  are  frequently  made  tq  bow  to*- 
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wards  the  Grave  before  the7  drop  into  it. 
For  indeed  the  beft  of  oor  earthly  Comforts 
have  their  hidden  ftings,  bat  they  (hall  give 
OS  no  more  pain  and  oneafinefs  after  we  are 
fallen  afleep  in  Jefas :  For  in  the  Grave  the  Joi>  3-  »7» 
wicked  ceafe  from  troubling  i  there  the  weary  be  '*' 
at  refi  ;  there  the  Prifoners  rejt  together'^  they  hear 
not  the  voice  of  the  Opprejfor. 

2.  In  Sleep  no  labour  is  expeded  from  the 
Body  9  fo  when  Believers  are  overtaken  with 
a  mortal  flamber,  Chrift  expe&s  no  Service 
from  their  Bodies.  While  the  Soul  conti- 
nues united  to  the  Body,  we  are  oblig'd  to 
yield  the  Members  of  the  one,  as  well  as  the 
Faculties  of  the  other,  as  Inftruments  of  Righ-  Rom.6. 13. 
teoufnefs  unto  God*  But  in  a  ftate  of  fepara* 
tion  there  is  expeded  neither  Service  nor 
Sufiering  from  the  Body.  So  that  while  we 
continue  on  the  Stage  of  thi^  World,  the  Ad- 
vice of  the  Wife-Man  is  very  proper :  What^  Eaicf.9.ia. 
foever  thy  hand  findeth  to  doj  do  it  with  thy 
might  J  for  there  is  no  IVorij  nor  Device^  nor 
Knowledge  nor  Wifdom  in  the  Grave  whither 
thou  goeft.  All  our  vital  and  animal  Opera- 
tions (ball  ceafe  when  our  Spirits  return  to 
God,  and  our  Bodies  are  reduc'd  to  Dult* 
The  one  is  fix'd  in  an  unalterable  ftate  of 
JJappinefs  or  Mifcry,  and  the  other  put  into 
an  incapacity  for  Adion* 

A  middle  place  betwixt  Heaven  and  Hell 
px  departed  Spirits  is  a  groundlefs  Imagina- 
tion ^  for  it  could  not  be  faid  with  truth, 
t^lat  fuch  as  die  in  the  Lord  reft  from  tkeir  rcv.  14,13. 
l,)fboursj  if  they  were  to  pafs  into  a  refining 
Filre,  equally  tormenting  in  degree,  but  not 
ia  duration  with  that  of  Hell,  as  thofe  of 
%hc  Jloman  Faftion  aflert,  Therefore  let  ^s 
E  4  rather 
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rather  attend  to  the  words  of  our  Lord,  and 
Job. 5. 4.    follow  his  Example:  I  muft  work  the  Works  of 
him  that  fent  me^  while   it  is  day ;  the  night  co^ 
tncth  when  no  Man  can  work. 

3.  Death  to  the  Righteous  is  difarm'd  of 
its  ftingi  and  being  alterM  in  its  nature,  it 
may  futably   be  fet  forth  by  the  notion  of 

I  ccr.  ij.    Sleep.    St.  Paul  tells  us,  that  thefiing  of  Death 
^  '  is  Sin^    and   the   firength    of  Sin   is   the  Law. 

Death  receives  its  deftroying  Power  from 
Sin,  and  Sin  from  the  Law  j  SinbeingaTranf- 
gretfion  of  the  Law,  which  difcovers  its  odious 
nature,  and  denounces  Damnation  for  it. 
But  Death  approaches  Believers  without  its 
fting,  Chrift  having  yielded  an  indefedivc 
Obedience  to  the  Law,  and  fuflerM  the  penal- 
ty of  it  in  the  room  and  ftead  of  Believers. 
Rom.  8.1.  Hence  fays  the  Apoftle,  There  is  therefore 
now  no  condemnation  to  them  whjch  are  in  Chrift 
Gal  3. 13.  Jefus.  Chrifi  hath  redeemed  ^em  from  the  Cvrfe 
of  the  Law^  being  made  a  Curfe  for  them*  And 
the  Apoftle  reprefents  Believers  as  triumph- 
ing over  Death  in  fuch  terms  as  theft;  O 
1  Cor.  15.  j)gath^   where  is  thy  Sting  ?    O  Grave^  where  is 

^^'  ^^'       thy  naory  f Thanks  be  to  God  which  gi- 

veth  vs  the  viilory  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
Chrift  has  removed  the  fcandal  of  Death  by 
dying,  and  perfumM  the  Grave  by  lying  in 
it,  and  palfing  through  it. 

4.  The  Death  of  the  Righteous  is  compared 
to  a  Sleep,  on  the  account  of  what  Ihallfol-p 
low  thereupon :  for  as  men  do  awake  after 
Sleep,  fo  they  fhall  revive  after  Death,  as  we 
are  afTur'd  by  a  very  remarkable  Prophecy  and 

Hof.  13. 14.  Pro  mile  ;  /  will  ranfomthem  from  the  Power  of 
the  Grave^  I  will  redeem  them  from  Death: 
O  Deaths  I  will  be  thy  Plagues'^  0   Grave^    I 

will 
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viU  be  thy  DiftrulHon:  repentsnee  JbaB  be  hid 
from  mine  eyes.  In  which  words  we  are  to 
coniider  the  Prophet  as  perfonating  Chrift, 
and  uttering  the  Triumphs  of  a  mighty  Con- 
queror :  which  contain  a  glorious  Promifc  to 
all  the  Elcft  of  a  Viftory  over  Death,  which 
fliallbe  partially  accomplifli'd  at  the  time  of 
their  Diflblution,  but  finally  confummatcd 
in  the  day  of  the  Refurreftion :  for  Death 
hath  not  fuch  a  fewer  over  the  livings  nor  the 
Crave  over  the  deadj  as  Chrift  hath  over  both^ 
to  dejtroy  the  one^  and  fwallow  up  the  other  in 
viElory* 

Thefe  feveral  things  laid  together,  com- 
pofe  a  very  folid  Argument  to  difluade  from 
immoderate  Sorrow  for  thofe  that  fleep  in  Je- 
fas«    But  this  leads  to  the 

Second  Argument  which  the  Apoftle  urges 
upon  the  fame  account,  which  is  drawn  from 
the  great  advantage  that  fliall  follow  the  death 
of  the  Righteous :  Such  as  fleep  in  Jefus^  will 
God  bring  with  him* 

Which  either  fuppofes  or  implies  thefe  fe- 
veral things : 

fiV/,  That  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  God-Man, 

will  make  his  fecond  Appearance  or  Coming 

at  the  end  of  the  World.    1  underftand  God 

in  my  Text  perfonally  for  the  Son  :  To  them  Heb.  9. 28. 

that  look  for  him  (fays  the  Author  to  the  He* 

brews)   fhaU  he   appear   the  fecond  time  without 

Sin  unto  Salvation.     There  is  a  double  Coming 

of  Chrift  mentioned  in  Scripture  j  the  fir  ft  in 

the  Form  of  a  Servant,  the  fecond  with  all 

the  Glory  of  an  Incarnate  God :  At  his  firft 

coming  he  was  defpifed  and  rejcQed  of  Men, 

but  at  his  fecond  every  knee  JhaU  bow  to  him^  phii,  2.  9, 

^jf  10,  i^i. 
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of  things  in  Heaven^  of  things  on  Earthy  and 
things  under  the  Earth  j  and  every  Tongue  con* 
fefs  that  he  is  Lord^  to  the  glory  of  God  the 
Father.  At  his  firft  coming  be  conccard  his 
Glory  by  the  Veil  of  his  Flcfli  j  but  at  bis 
fecond  be  defigns  to  manifeft  and  difplay  it 
in  the  moft  bright  and  majeftick  manner. 
At  his  firft  coming  into  this  World  he  was  en* 
tertain'd  in  a  Stable,  and  when  he  went  oat 
of  it  he  expir'd  npon  an  infamous  Tree  j  bat 
when  he  comes  again,  he  will  appear  in  the 
Clouds  feated  on  a  great  white  Throne^  the  Em- 
blem of  his  unfpotted  Hoiinefs  and  regal  Au- 
thority. At  his  firft  coming,  hfc  was  reproached 
and  defpisM  of  the  People  •,  but  when  he  come? 
a  fecond  time,  his  Enemies  (hall  be  ftruck 
with  a  defencelefs  filence.  And  tho  fome  may 
be  ready  to  fay,  our  Lord  delays  his  coming, 
becaufe  he  has  been  concealM  from  their  fight 
for  feveral  Ages  by  the  Curtains  of  Heaven, 
yet  know,  it  will  not  be  long  e'er  he  that  (hall 
come  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry  j  the  Cur- 
tains (hall  Ihortly  be  drawn,  and  the  Scenes  of 
Glory  Ihall  open :  'tis  as  certain  that  he  will 
come,  as  if  the  Event  was  paft,  or  as  if  we 
now  faw  the  Heavens  open,  and  he  moving  to- 
wards us  in  the  Chariot  of  a  bright  Cloud. 
But,  Lord,  what  will  his  Enemies  do  in  the 
great  Day  of  his  Wrath  !  how  will  they  bear 
the  lightning  of  his  Eyes,  the  fmoke  of  his 
Breath,  the  thunder  of  his  Voice,  the  weight 
of  his  Arm,  and  the  terrors  of  his  Wrath; 
who  have  defpifed  his  Grace,  blafphem'd  his 
Perfon,  and  fpurn'd  at  the  founding  Bowels  of 
his  Love  ? 

Secondly^  It  implies  the  RefurreSion  of  their 
Bodies  who  fle^p  in  Jefus.    Cbrift  cannot  bring 
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them  with  him  ia  the  Clouds  of  Hea\ren, 
unlefs  he  firft  fetch  them  from  the  bowels 
of  the  Earthy  and  the  bottom  of  the  Sea  j 
for  at  the  found  of  the  laft  Trump,  all  the 
Elements  fhall  give  up  their  Dead.  Belie- 
vers (hall  not  always  continue  under  the  power 
of  Death,  but  Ihall  be  revivM  incorruptible 
and  immortal.  Indeed  to  Reafon,  not  im- 
prov'd  by  the  fupernatural  Li^ht  of  Divine 
Revelation,  it  feems  an  incredible  thing  that  Aa$  26. 8. 
God  fliould  raife  the  Dead.  Plirjy  reciting 
thofe  things  which  he  thought  not  to  be  in 
the  Power  of  God,  mentions  thefe  two,  Afor- 
tales  £ternitate  donare^  aut  revocare  defunElos  ^ 
Lib.  z.  cap.  7.  And  tho  there  are  various 
things  in  Nature  which  are  (hadows  of  the 
RefurreSion,  yet  I  am  inclined  to  think  they 
would  never  have  convinc'd  us  of  it,  had 
not  the  Scripture  reveal'd  it  .to  us.  The 
Earth  has  been  reprefented  as  a  kind  of  Grave 
or  Sepulcher  to  the  vegetable  World  •,  where 
(as  one  obferves)  the  vital  Powers  are  fealed  Mr.  bccoq- 
up  and  ftifled  all  the  Wioter,  aud  yet  at^*^- 
Spring  are  aduated,  expand  and  fend  forth 
a  lively  Verdure.  So  a  Grain  of  Corn  is  not 
quicken'd,  except  it  rot  and  die.  Our  fleep 
every  night  is  the  Image  of  Death,  and  our 
awaking  in  the  morning  a  Shadow  of  the  Re- 
furredion.  Now  altho  from  thefe  circular 
Revolutions  of  Nature,  a  probable  Argument 
for  the  Refurre£tion  may  be  drawn  •,  yet  thofe 
that  are  certain  and  concluding,  are  only  to 
be  fetchM  from  the  Fountain  of  Truth,  The 
fur e  Word  of  Prophecy.  And  if  it  Ihould  be 
faid,  that  feveral  Heathens  believ'd  the  Re- 
furreftion  of  the  Body  j  that  may  be  accounted 
for  tWQ  ways :  either  Tradition  might  hand 

it 
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it  down  from  Noahj  or  they  might  gain  light 
in  this  Dodrine  by  converfing  with  the  Wri- 
tings of  the  Old  Tefiament :  for  i  think  nothing 
is  more  evident,  than  that  a  great  many  Hea- 
then Authors  have  borrowed  the  brighter  No- 
tions that  adorn  their  Books,  from  the  in- 
fpir'd  Writings  of  Mofes  and  the  Prophets, 
as  feveral  Learned  Men  have  abundantly  prov'd. 
So  that  I  fay,  the  only  infallible  affurance 
we  have  of  the  Refurreftion  of  the  Body, 
is  founded  on  Divine  Revelation. 

It  will  therefore  be  neceflary  that  I  recite 

a  few  paflages  of  Scripture  before  I  proceed. 

The  firft  1  (hall  mention  is  the  words  of 

Joh  1^.  IS f  Job  :    I  know    that    my   Redeemer  livethj   and 

^^'  that   he  Jhall  fiand  at  the  latter    day  upon  the 

Earth*     And   tho  after  my  skin  Worms  defiroy 

this  Body^  yet  in  my  flejh  jhaB  J  fee  Godj  whom 

J  Jhall  fee  for  my  Jelf^  and  my  eyes  JhaB  behold^ 

and  not  another^  tho  my  reins  be  confumed  within 

me.    Which  Text,   tho  by  fome  underftood 

of  a  providential  Refurrcftion,   yet  I  think 

not  without  {bme  force  upon  it :  for  I  cannot 

fee  any  neceflity  of  taking  it  in  a  figurative 

and  improper  fenfe,    I  am  fure  that  St.  Cle^ 

menty  who  was  not  only  contemporary  with 

St.  Paul  the  Apoftle,  but  his  Companion  and 

Fellow-labourer,  in  his  firft  Epiftle  to  the  Co* 

rinthiansy  cites  this  Text  to  prove  the  Refur- 

redion  of  the  Body,  and  underftands  it  in  a 

literal  proper  fenfc.    But  thatpaflfage  which 

is  yet  more  plain  and  full,    is  the  words  of 

John  /.  28,  our  Blefled  Saviour  :   Marvel  not  at  this  j  for 

^^*  the  hour  is  comings  in  the  which  all  that  are   in 

the  Graves  JhaB  hear   his  Voice^    and  JhaB  come 

forth  :  they  that  have  done  goody  unto  the  Re  fur  * 

rection  of  Life  j   and  they  that  have  done  evily 

to 
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to  the  RifvrreSlion  of  Dumnsthn.  Which  Text 
is  fo  expreffive  of  the  Rcfurreaion  of  the  Bo- 
dy,  that  it  needs  no  Comment.  It  aifo 
proves  that  the  very  fame  Body  that  fell  by 
Death,  (hall  arife  again  ^  for  if  it  be  not  the 
very  fame  Body  which  was  laid  in  the  Grave 
that  is  call'd  forth  by  Chrift's  powerful  Voice, 
'tis  not  properly  a  Refarredion,  bat  a  new 
Produdion  of  the  fame  fpecifkk  Being.  Bat 
when  I  fpeak  of  the  Refurredion  of  the  Body^ 
I  aflert  that  there  (hall  not  only  be  rais'd  the 
fame  fpecifical,  bat  the  fame  numerical  Body  \ 
not  only  the  fame  Body  for  kind,  bat  for  fab- 
fiance :  not  that  I  affirm  that  every  individual 
Particle  that  compos'd  the  Body  when  it  died, 
fliall  be  rais'd  op  again,  but  \o  much  of  the 
Matter  that  made  up  the  nece(rary  conftituent 
parts  of  it.  Now  of  what  is  necefiary,  I  think 
an  ingenious  Modern  gives  a  very  probable 
account-,  his  words  are  thefe:  '*  By  necefiary^  ^, 
*'  Parts,  f4ys  fcf,  I  mean  thofe  which  remain 
*'  after  the  utmoft  degree  of  Maceration, 
^^  without  which  the  Body  would  not  be  in- 
*'  tegral,  butimperfedi.  And  thefe  are  chiefly 
^  the  Bones,  the  Skin,  the  Nerves,  the  Ten- 
^^  dons,  the  Ligaments,  and  the  Subftance  of 
**  the  feveral  Veflels.  As  long  as  thefe  and 
**  all  that  are  neceflTary  to  Life  remain,  the 
"  Body  is  truly  whole,  tho  never  fo  much  ma- 
^^  cerated." 

But  before  I  go  off  from  this  Head,  I  would 
make  a  remark  upon  one  Phrafe,  which  is 
within  the  compafs  of  my  Text,  and  I  think 
proves  the  Identity  of  the  dying  and  riling 
Body ;  and  that  is  Death's  being  fet  forth  by 
Sleep,  which  would  be  very  improper,  if  the 
very  Bodies  that  fleep  in  Jefusand  are  dead, 

fliould 
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ftiould  not  be  awaken'd   and  revived  in  the 
morning  of  the  Refurredion* 

There  is  but  one  thing  more  I  (hall  ftay 
to  mention,  farther  to  fupport  this  impor- 
tant Article  j  and  'tis  the  inftance  given  by 
the  Apoftle  of  thofe  that  (hall  be  alive  at 
xcor.ij.  chrift's  fecond  coming:  he  tells  us,  ribry  jfc^i? 
not  aU  fleef^  but  they  jhaU  all  be  changed.  Now 
this  Change  mult  refer  to  the  Qualities  of 
their  Bodies^  not  to  the  Subftance  of  them : 
we  cannot  imagine  that  by  being  changM,  he 
means  that  the  whole  Subftance  of  their  £o^ 
dies  fhould  be  annihilated,  and  that  they  (hall 
have  quite  new  Bodies  form'd  out  of  other 
matter.  Moreover  let  me  obferve,  that  (hould 
thofe  very  Bodies  be  deftroyM,  and  new  ones 
united  to  thofe  Souls,  the  deftrudion  of  the 
Body  and  the  breach  of  the  union  would  be 
Deaths  whereas  the  Apoftle  aflTerts,  Ml  jfnaU  no$ 
die.  So  that  upon  the  whole  I  argue  thus : 
That  if  thofe  Perfons  who  are  found  alive 
at  Chrift's  fecond  coming  (hall  retain  their 
old  Bodies  only  with  new  Qualities,  then  thofe 
that  are  rais'd  from  the  Dead  (ball  have  the 
fame  Bodies  which  were  formerly  join'd  to 
their  Souls,  only  with  the  addition  of  new 
Qualities.  For  what  reafon  can  any  man  af- 
lign,  that  the  Saints  who  (hall  be  alive  when 
Chrift  ftiall  come  to  judg  the  World,  (hould 
be  caught  up  into  the  Air  with  their  old  Bo-- 
dies  only  ennobled  and  refinM,  and  thofe  that 
died  fliould  have  Bodies  intirely  new,  and  fuch 
as  were  never  united  to  their  Souls  before, 
fuch  as  never  were  the  Inftrumcnts  either  of 
finning,  or  ferving  of  God  ? 

Now  the  Apoftle  does  not  barely  tell  us  of 
the  Saints  being  brought  with  God  our  Sa« 
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viour  at  his  Appearing  and  Kingdom,  which 
implies  their  Refurredion,  but  he  fliews  that 
their  Refarredlion  depends  upon  the  Death 
and  Refurre&ion  of  our  BleiTed  Saviour: 
for  fays  he.  If  we  kelieve  that  Jefus  dy^d  and 
Tofe  again^  even  fo  them  alfo  that  fieep  in  Jefus 
mi  God  bring  with  him* 

Krfij  Upon  bis  death :  for  thro  death  Chrifi  Hcb.  2. 14. 
hath  defkrefd  him  that  had  the  power  of  Deaths 
that  is  the  Devil.  When  men  were  doom'd 
to  death  for  the  breach  of  the  Law,  Chrifl; 
changed  conditions  with  them,  and  ofierM  up 
his  precious  Blood  as  a  Ranfom  to  God  for  i  Per.  1. 19. 
them  ^  fo  that  our  Saviour  was  vidorious  in 
dying,  and  conquer'd  as  he  expir'd  on  the  in- 
famous Tree.  He  bruis'd  the  head  of  the 
old  Serpent,  and  ftlenc'd  the  Anathema^ s  of 
a  broken  Law  j  when  in  the  (harpeft  Agony, 
and  amidft  a  thoufand  torment^,  he  bowed 
bis  head  and  gave  up  the  Ghoft.  I  confefs 
that  bis  own  Exaltation  and  Triumphs  began 
with  his  RefurrcSion  \  but  if  there  had  not 
been  an  infinite  fatisfying  Merit  in  his  Death, 
he  had  been  fo  fait  fetter'd  with  the  bonds  of 
Death,  that  he  could  never  have  burft  them  : 
but  having  offer'd  a  Sacrifice  of  a  fweet- 
fmelling  favour  to  God,  which  was  of  infi- 
nite worth  and  confideration,  the  Pains  of 
Death  were  loos'd,  for  'twas  impoflibie  he  ^as  2. 24. 
Ihould  be  held  by  them :  naturally  impoflibie, 
becaufe  of  his  irrefiftible  Power  as  God  j  le- 
gally impoflibie,  becaufe  he  had  paid  the  full 
Demands  of  the  Law  and  Jufl:ice. 

Secondly^  Our  Refurreftion  from  the  Grave 
depends  on  the  Refurreftion  of  Chrifl:.  Chrifl:'s 
Refurredion  from  the  dead  proves  that  ours 
is   not  only   pofllble,   but  infallibly  certain. 

And 
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And  this  St*  Paul  reafons  apon  in  a  very 
1  Cor.  ij.  convincing  manner  :  Now  if  Ckrifi  bt  preachU 
"•  that  he  rofe  from  the  dead^  how  fay  fome   among 

youj  that  there  is  no  Refwrrettion  of  the  dead  ? 
q.  d.  How  can  any  deny  either  the  poffibility 
or  certainty  of  the  Rcfurreftion  of  the  Body^ 
lince  Chrilt  has  evidenced  both  by  his  own 
Refurredion  from  the  Dead?  Chrift  has  re- 
mov'd  both  the  moral  and  natural  impoflibi- 
lity  of  our  revival  after  death,  the  one  by 
his  abundant  Merit,  and  the  other  by  his 
own  triumphant  Refurredion :  for  having  ta- 
ken away  the  guilt  of  our  Sins  which  is  the 
caufe  of  Death,  Death  which  is  the  confequeat 
of  Sin  Ihall  be  deftroyM  and  fwaUow'd  up  in 
jDh.ii.iy.  viftory.  And  our  Lord  declares.  That  he 
is  the  Refurreftion  and  the  Life^  he  that  hk' 
lieveth  in  me  (fays  he)  tho  he  were  dead^  yet 
p)all  he  live :  q.  d.  I  am,  and  (hall  be  the  prin- 
cipal caufe  of  the  Refurredion,  my  voice 
fhall  break  the  (ilence  of  the  Grave,  and  caufe 
thofe  that  fleep  in  the  dult  to  awake  and 
icor.  15.  live  again.  He  is  alfo  faid  to  be  the  firft 
-^' ^'^  ^^' fruits  of  them  that  Jleep.  And  fays  the  fame 
Apoftle,  For  fince  by  man  came  Death ^  by  man 
came  alfo  the  RefurreEtion  of  the  dead*  For  as 
in  Adam  all  die^  even  fo  in  Chrifi  JhaU  aU  be 
made  alive* 

From  all  which  we  may  colled,  that  our  Sa- 
viour's Refurredion  is  the  Pledg  and  Aflurance 
Horn.  8.  II.  of  ours.  For  if  the  Sfirit  of  him  that  raifed  tip  Jefus 
from  the  dead  dwell  in  you^  he  that  raised  up  Chrifi 
from  the  deady  fhall  alfo  quicken  your  mortal  bodies 
'  by  his  Sfirit  that  dwelUth  in  you.      In  a  word, 
Chrift  rofe  from  the  dead  as  a  publick  Perfon, 
as  the  Surety  and  Head  of  his  Church  j  and  be- 
caufe  he  lives,  we  Ihall  live  alfo.     And  being 
4.  called 
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called  the  firfi'born  among  the  dead^  he  owns  all 
that  have  dy'd  in  the  |?aith  as  his  Brethren, 
who  fhall  be  reftored  t0  Life  according  to  his 
excellent  Pattern  j  for  his  RefurreSion  is  not 
only  the  Pledg,  but  the  Model  of  ours.  There- 
fore we  are  exprefly  told,  That  he  Jhall  change  pj^.j  ^^^ 
€yr  vile  Bady^  that  it  may  he  fafhioned  like  unto  his 
glorious  Body-^  according  to  the  working  whereby  h$ 
u  able  even  to  fubdue  aU  things  unto  himfelf.  How 
glorious  oar  Lord  is  in  his  exalted  human  Na- 
ture, cannot  fully  be  reprefented  by  the  molb 
graceful  turns  of  Language,  and  lofty  figures 
of  Speech ;  therefore  we  muft  be  content  with 
very  imperfed  Ideas  of  his  Glory,  till  we 
have  the  happinefs  to  fee  him  as  he  is.  Yet  we 
have  enough  reveal'd  concerning  it,  to  invigo- 
rate  our  defires,  and  raife  our  wonder :  His 
Eyes  are  reprefented  like  a  flame  of  pre  \  his  rcv.  i.  ij. 
Voice  as  the  found  of  many  waters  j  his  Feet  like  to 
fine  brafsy  as  if  they  burnd  in  a  furnace  j  his  Coun^ 
tenance  as  the  Sun  Jhining  in  its  fuU  ftrength. 
Now  after  this  bright  Pattern  fhall  the  Bodies 
of  the  Saints  be  form'd  in  the  Refur redion.  O 
what  proportion  of  Parts !  what  agreeablenefs 
of  Colour !  how  radiant  an  Air  fhall  fit  upon 
their  Countenance!  for  they  fhall  fhine  with  ^^^'•^^^•*?- 
a  luftre  exceeding  the  brightnefs  of  all  the  °*'^**'^' 
Lamps  of  Heaven.  The  Apoftle  alfo  afTures 
us,  that  tho  they  are  fown  natural^  they  jhall  be 
raised  ffiritual  Bodies ',  i.  f .  the  Matter  of  'em 
fhall  be  exalted  and  improv'd  to  an  extraordi- 
nary degree  of  finenefs :  for  Matter  is  properly 
enough  faid  to  be  fpiritual  when  'tis  much  re- 
fin'd.  And  how  great  a  Difference  may  we  ob- 
fcrve  in  material  things  ?  for  inftance,  betwixt 
the  animal  Spirits  in  the  Braio^  and  the  grofler 
Parts  of  the  Body  j  betwixt  a  Lump  of  Clay,    - 
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and  the  refin'd  Matter  of  the  Air-,  betwixt  the 
Earth,  and  the  Sun  that  (hines  upon  it  *,  yet  all 
material  Subftances :  from  which  we  may  col- 
left  what  Chrift  caa  do  to  exalt  and  refine  our 
Bodies  in  the  Refurreftion.     But  farther,  they 
may  be  called  Spiritual,  in  that  they  will  be 
much  better  fitted  to  ferve  our  Spirits  than  they 
arc  now.     Here  our  Bodies  are  oftentimes  a 
Clog  and  Hindrance  to  os  •,  but  in  the  Refurrec- 
tion  they  Ihall  be  like  Wings  to  our  Souls,  or 
to  ufethePhrafe  of  the  Antients,  They  Jhallbe 
as  a  Celefiial  Chariot  to  the  Soul '^   they  (hall  nei- 
ther be  the  Caufe  of  our  Ignorance,  nor  of  our 
Sinning,  as  they  are  now  ^  they  (haH  not  binder^ 
but  rather  help  forward  our  Devotions.    In  a 
word,  they  (hall  never  fuffer  nor  die  more,  for 
they  fhall  be  rais'd  immortal  and  incorrupti- 
ble i  the  one  refpeds  a  Deliverance  from  Death, 
the  other  a  freedom  from  Difeafes :  fo  that  In- 
corruptibility is  an  addition  to  the  Happinefs  of 
immortal  Creatures  j  for  if  Perfons  fhould  ne- 
ver die,  yet  if  they  were  often  difeafed,  their 
Happinefs  would  be  incompleat :  but  the  rais'd 
Bodies  of  the  Saints  (haU  never  know  any  more 
Sorrow,  Sicknefs,  or  Death  \  it  (ball  not  be  in 
the  power  of  any  Creature  to  diforder  the  cu- 
rious Contexture  of  the  rais'd  Bodies.    Mor- 
tality then  will  be  fwallowed  up  of  Life;  This 
X  c  jr.  I  J.    corrvftible  Jhall  put  on  Incorruftion^  and  this  moV' 
jj.  tal  Immortality. 

Thirdlyy  The  Saints  being  brought  with 
Chrift  at  his  fecond  Coming,  docs  not  only  fup- 
pofe  their  RefurrcSion,  but  that  with  their 
rais'd  Bodies  they  (hall  afcend  up  intcr^he  Air. 
And  fo  much  the  Apoftle  aflerts  a  little  after 
J  ^^^^  my  Text  i  For  this  we  fay  unto  you  by  the  Word  of 
i;,  %'.      the  Lord^  that  ve  which  are  alive ^  avd  remain  un^ 
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to  the  coming  of  the  Lord^  JhaUnot  prevent  them 

which  are  afleep For  we  fl)aU  be  Cdught  vp  tege* 

ther  with  them  in  the  Clouds j  to  meet  the  Lord  in 
the  Air:  and  fo  jhaB  we  ever  he  with  the  Lord. 
Whether  thofe  that  are  raisM  from  the  dead, 
and  thofe  that  fhall  be  changM  who  never  died, 
fliall  be  canght  up  into  the  Air  by  the  immediate 
attradive  Power  of  Chrift,  or  by  the  Miniftry  of 
Angels,  I  will  not  determine  \  but  that  they 
fhall  afcend  in  order  to  their  coming  with  hiro^ 
is  beyond  all  difpote:  and  probably  their 
Bodies  may  be  fo  refin'd,  that  they  may  be  ca-» 
pabie  of  treading  Air,  and  mounting  upwards 
as  eaGly  as  they  now  move  upon  the  Earth. 

Fourthly^  Being  brought  with  Chrift  at  his 
fecond  Coming,  Ihallbeto  illuftrate  the  Glory 
of  our  incarnate  God,  and  to  advance  the 
Happihefs  of  his  redeemed  ones.  They  Ihall 
attend  their  Lord's  Triumph,  and  make  up  a 
part  of  his  magnificent  Retinue:  for  as  he  ihall 
come  to  be  admired  in  all  thofe  that  believe^  fo  aThcCiJ 
they  fliall  all  fliare  in  his  Glory  \  they  will  >«• 
then  know  by  experience,  what  riches  of 
Glory  is  comprehended  in  that  Promife  and 
Privilege,  of  being  Heirs  of  God^  and  joints 
Heirs  with  Jefus  Chrtft.  O  what  a  |lortoas  Pro- 
ceflion  will  this  be  through  the  Air!  when  he 
that  fuffered  upon  the  infamous  Tree,  (hall  ap- 
pear at  the  head  of  fo  long  and  bright  a  Train! 
when  all  that  the  Father  gave  to  him,  (hall  ap- 
pear with  glittering  Crowns  and  fpreading 
Palms,  the  Rewards  of  Grace,  and  the  Tokens 
of  Viaory ! 

I  proceed  now  to  make  fome  improTement 
of  what  1  have  faid*    And, 

F  2  Krfij 
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Firfi^  This  Doftf  infe  that  I  have  delivcr'd^ 
difcDvers  to  us  the  Excellency  of  the  Chriftian 
Inftitution  :  Life  and  Immortality  is  brought  to 
light  by  the  GofpeL'  All  that  has  been  faid  by 
Heathen  Poets  and  Philofophers  concerning  a 
Future  State,  was  but  obfcure  Conjefture  to 
the  (hining  Revelation  of  theGofpel.  They 
tinderftood  not  that  the  Sting  of  Death  was  re- 
mov'd  by  the^ufFerings  of  the  Redeemer,  or 
that  the  Body  Ihould  be  rais'd  with  a  tranfcen- 
dent  Luftre  and  Dignity,  to  receive  a  Reward 
with  the  Soul.  Yea,  under  the  Mofaick  Oecono- 
my,  a  future  State  was  but  obfcurely  reveal'd  ; 
but  under  the  Difpenfation  of  the  Gofpel,  we 
have  a  moft  charming  Landskip  of  Heaven, 
and  the  way  to  obtain  it  is  fet  in  the  moft  clear 
and  certain  Light. 

Secondly^  This  Dodrine  may  be  improved  to 
guard  good  Men  againft  the  flavifli  Fears  of 
Death.  Why  Ihould  the  Righteous  be  afraid 
16  repofe  upon  a  Bed  of  Duft?  Death  is  but  a 
Sleep,  from  which  we  (hall  be  awaken'd  in  the 
Morning  of  the  Refurreftion  i  and  Chrift,  as 
you  have  heard,  hath  difarm'd  Death  of  itn 
Sting,  and  alter'd  it  in  its  very  nature  to  the 
Righteous.  I  confefs,  I  do  not  wonder  that 
the  Wicked  and  Profane  are  afraid  of  Death, 
for  they  know  it  puts  a  period  to  their  Plea- 
fures,*  and  begins  their  Torments  j  it  fnatches 
them  from  the  Joys  of  Life,  and  fixes  'em  un- 
der the  Agonies  of  the  fecond  Death.  So  that 
fome  not  only  fear  Death  it  felf,  but  the  very 
Kame  of  it  is  terrible.-  which  occafion'd  a 
Prince  that  I  have  read  of,  to  forbid  the  men- 
tion of  it  in  all  his  Court.  Yea,  fo  enflav'd  are 
fome  by  the  fear  of  Death,  that  they  conceive 
an  Abhorrence  at  the  fight  of  a  Coffin,  the  drefs 

of 
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of  Mourners,  and  the  Solemnities  of  a  Fune- 
ral; which  (as  one  fays)  are  only  the  Out- 
guards  that  make  up  the  Retinue  of  the  King 
of  Terrors- 

'Tis  reportied  of  Alexander ^  who  ha4  often 
cncoqoter'd  the  numerous  Armies  of  the  Afian 
Monarchs,  and  defpis'd  the  Terror  of  Bat- 
tels, yet  when  he  was  feiz'd  with  a  mortal  Dif- 
eafe  in  Babylon^  he  was  fo  afraid  of  Death, 
that  his  Court  was  fillM  witlj  Diviners  and  Vic- 
tims, and  all  the  little  arts  of  Superftition 
were  os'd  to  prefeiirc  his  Life.  And  indeed  all 
Men  have  juft  reafon  to  fear  Death,  who  have 
nothing  but  a  gloomy  Profpecl  l^yond  it,  the 
terrible  Apprehenfions  of  an  angry  God,  and  a 
torn^enting  Tophet.  But  fuch  whofe  Guilt  is 
r^mov'd  by  the  Blood  of  Chritt,  ^nd  their 
Souls  renew'd  and  cleans'd  by  the  Spirit  of 
Chtifl:,  have  no  reafon  to  fear  Death,  for  it  ap- 
proaches 'em  without  a  Sting. 

Thirdly^  Prom  the  Doftrine  1  have  eftablifli'd, 
we  learn  of  what  neceOity  it  is  to  be  united 
to  Cbrilt  ^  for  'tis  pnly  fuch  that  fhall  have 
part  in  the  firft  Refurredion,  ovier  whom  the 
fecond  peath  Qiall  baye  no  power:  'tis  only 
fuch  as  die  in  the  Lord,  i.  e.  united  to  Chrift 
J>y  the  Spirit  and  F^itl?,  that  are  laid  to  fleep 
in  Jefus,  and  that  God  our  Saviour  will  bring 
with  him.,  i  know  tha^  fpme  Men  think  them- 
felves  v€ry,mtty^  when  they  rjkliqule  the  Doc- 
trine of  Uaioa  wjLth.Chrifti  but  I  am  lyre  they 
are  very  mifer^He^  if  we  may  take  the  word 
of  aa  Apoftle  for  it,  who  fays,  that  if  any  Man  j^^^  g  ^ 
have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christy  he  is  nope  of  hisp 
Novy  aone  but  fuch  as  belong  to  Chrift  (hall 
attend  bis  Tri^E^ph  gt  the  Laft  Day,  and  reign 
with  him  ia  bis  h»«oya)jle  Kingdom- 

F  3  Fourthly^ 
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Fourthly^  How  great  arc  oar  Obligations 
to  our  Redeemer,  who  hath  alterM  the  ve- 
ry nature  of  Death  by  dying  in  our  ftead, 
and  given  us  aflurance  of  our  Refurreftion  by 
his  own  rifing  from  the  dead  ?  O  the  Heights, 
the  Depths,  the  Lengths,  the  Breadths  of  the 
Love  of  God  in  Chtift  Jefus  !  Shall  not 
our  Hearts  burn  with  a  grateful  Flame !  and 
Ihall  not  his  unexampled  Love  render  him  ex- 
ceeding precious  to  our  Souls,  and  caufe  us  to 

Rev.i.ii.  ftrikc  up  with  the  Church  Triumphant,  Wor- 
tbj  is  the  Lamb  that  was  Jlain  to  receive  Power^ 
and  Riches^  and  Wifdom^  and  Strength^  and 
Honour^  and  Glory^  and  Blejfing^  for  ever  and 
ever! 

Fifthly^  How  little  reafon  have  thofe  that 
are  united  to  Chrift,  to  defire  any  long  tar- 
ry in  this  World,  which  is  a  fink  of  Sin  and 
Sorrow,  a  place  of  Gloominefs  and  Darknefs  \ 
where  we  conftantly  fuller,  and  are  always 
in  danger  of  finning  ?  Moreover,  while  here, 
W(B  are  kept  from  our  Inheritance  and  our  Fa- 
ther's Houfe :  Therefore  it  better  becomes  a 
true  Member  of  Chrift's  Myftical  Body,  to  de- 
fire  rather  to  depart^  and  to  be  mth  Chrift^ 
which  is  befi  of  all. 

Sixthly^  How  great  is  the  Difierence  be- 
twixt the  Death   of  a  Believer  and  that  of 

Mt.omfo.  an  Infidel  ?  "  TJiey  may  both  fall  by  the 
^^  (ame  Difeafes,  and  their  Duft  be  mingled 
**  in  the  fame  Pit  5  but  their  immortal  Part 
**  will  be  everlaftingly  divided:  There  is  a 
"  great  Gulf  fixed  between  the  Spirits  in 
**  Prifon,  and  the  Souls  in  Paradife."     Wc 

tuke  1^.12,  read  that  when  the  rich  Man  died,  inHeU  he 

*^"  lift  up  his  Eyes^  being  in  Torments  j   but  n^hen 

the  religious  Beggar  left  this  World,  be  woe 

carried 
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cdrried  by  Angels  into  Abraham'/  Bofom.  A  a 
impenitent  Sinner  at  Death  lofes  the  very 
Shadows  that  he  coarted  for  Happinefs  *,  but 
the  Saint  heightens  his  Felicity  into  Perfe&ion. 
MMrk  the  ferfeil  Man^  and  behold  the  vf right  \  Pfil.37.?7. 
for  the  end  of  that  Man  is  peace. 

Lafily^  If  fuch  as  fleep  in  Jefus,  God  will 
bring  with  him,  then  let  us  not  for  row  like 
thole  without  hope  when  God  removes  our 
Relations  and  Friends  by  death  \  efpecially  fuch 
whom  we  have  good  ground  to  believe  are 
fallen  afleep  in  Jefus,  as  blefled  be  God  we 
have  of  that  excellent  and  worthy  Gentleman 
Mr,  ABBOTT'^  whofe  Death  has  given  the 
fad  occafion  to  this  Difcourfe.  And  is  he 
,dead?  Well,  but  his  Name  lives,  and  will  be 
frefh  and  fragrant  to  Pofterity.  And  I  qan^ 
not  do  Juftice  to  his  Memory^  without  ta- 
king notice  of  thofe  Graces  4nd  Virtues  that 
eminently  ihin'd  in  bis  Converfation  and  Con- 
dud  i  for  the  Memory  of  the  Jufi  fljall  be  hlejfed^ 
and  the  Righteom  Jhatt  be  had  in  everlafiing 
retnembranee. 

1  am  not  now  to  give  the  Charader  of  one 
that  dwelt  in  a  Shade,  but  of  one  whofe  pub- 
lick  Im ploys  expos'd  him  to  continual  View  j 
fo  that  I  doubt  not  of  a  crowd  of  Witneffes 
to  atteft  the  Truth  of  what  I  Ihall  fay.  I 
confefs,  to  colled  all  that  was  excellent  and 
imitable  in  the  deceased  Gentleman,  is  too  big 
a  task  for  fo  unskilful  a  Perfon  as  I  am  *,  who  can 
but  lay  the  dead  Colours  of  his  Char^fter,  and 
mult  leave  the  finilhing  Strokes  to  more  artful 
Hands,. to  Mea  of  better  Judgment,  of  greater 
compafs  of  Thought,  and  exadnefs  of  Stile. 
I  muft  own  I  am  at  a  lots  where  to  begin,  and 
what  part  of  bis  excellent  Cbarader  I  (hall  in- 
F  4  lift 
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fift  upon  i  but  I  think  his  Piety  towards  God 
may  properly  enough  be  fpokcn  of  in  the  firft 
place. 

He  began  very  early  to  be  religious,  de- 
voted to  Heaven  the  flouriftiing  Bloom  of  his 
Youth,  the  firft  and  beft  of  his  time  j  he  had 
well  ftudied  and  digefted  the  great  Articles 
of  the  Chriftian  Faith,  and  had  right  Notions 
of  the  Perfon  and  Mediatory  Work  of  Chrift, 
which  had  a  mighty  Influence  into  his  whole 
Converfation  :  for  tho  he  liv'd  in  a  crowd 
and  hurry  of  Bufinefs,  yet  he  loft  not  his  Re- 
ligion in  the  midft  of  it,  but  kept  clofe  to 
the  private  and  publick  Duties  of  Divine 
Worfliip. 

With  what  Serioufnefs  and  Diligence  did 
he  attend  on  Sermons,  and  what  Pains  did  he 
take  in  the  writing  and  repeating  of  them  ? 
which  was  the  more  extraordinary,  becaufe 
his  publick  Imploys  engag'd  him  in  writing 
even  to  Toil  and  Fatigue. 

He  was  not  a  Gentleman  that  affeded  Singu- 
larity, or  pretended  to  more  Purity  than  o- 
ther  Chriftians  j  but  there  was  a  native  Grace- 
fulnefs  that  attended  his  Afts  of  Piety  and 
Devotion,  which  he  manag'd  without  Pomp, 
or  Noife  :  this  was  an  evidence  of  his  great 
Humility,  a  Grace  very  confpicaous  in  him, 
as  fome  of  the  pooreft  in  this  place  cannot 
but  have  obferv'd,  to  whom  he  carried  it  as 
if  they  had  been  his  Equals  j  which  added  a 
mighty  Luftre  to  the  reft  of  his  Virtues. 

His  Zeal  for  fpreading  the  great  Truths  of 
the  Gofpel  was  ftrong  and  regular,  bright 
and  flaming  i  for  notwithfl:anding  his  many  ne^ 
ceflary  Avocations,  he  would  redeem  time  to 
advife  and  aflift  in  the  promotion  of  fabftaatial 
Godlinefs.  His 
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His  Sincerity  was  very  extraordinary  and  vifi- 
blc,  for  he  appear'd  always  with  great  Freedom, 
Simplicity  and  Plainnefs  in  Converf^tion  ;  he 
detefted  all  Referves  and  Difguifes,  'twas  too 
mean  for  him  to  appear  in  Mafcjucrade,  tho 
Alamode:  Integrity  preferv'd  him  from  the 
racanflcfs  of  Flattery,  and  he  preferv'd  his 
Integrity  amidft  a  thoufand  Temptations. 

He  wa$  a  true  Nathansel^  who  by  the  Grace 
of  God  (abating  the  comoion  Frailtys  of  hu- 
man Life)  might  be  fajd  to  ketp  himfelf  un- 
[potted  from  the  World '^  for  he  aded  like  Jo- 
fefh  in  the  Court  of  Pharaoh^  only  with  tliis  ! 
differeoce,  that  he  had  not  learn'd  to  fwear  by 
bis  Life. 

In  his  Family  he  was  very  exemplary,  gave 
great  encouragement  to  the  beginnings  of  Piety, 
but  deeply  refented  the  n^ligence  of  Servants 
or  Ghiidren  that  Ihould  abfcnt  themfelves  from 
Family-worfhip.  / 

The  Company  he  moft  delighted  in,  was 
fuch  wh^re  he  might  either  do  good,  or  re- 
ceive it  V  and  indeed  I  may  fay,   that  (like 
the  Matter  ISJB  ferv'd)  hf  pent  about  doing  good: 
for  as  he  fotight  out  Objefts  to  exercife  his 
Charity  upon,  fo  hie  w^ttld  thank  his  particu- 
lar Friends   when  they  told  him  of  any  that 
were  deferving  of  his. Alms,  and  would  as 
chearfiiUy  relieve  'em  in  the  molt  generous' 
and  noble  manner.    He  was  never  deaf  to  the. 
Complaints  of  the  Poor  and  Miferable,    nor. 
blind  to  the  Marks  of  their  Poverty  j  neither . 
did  he  fliut  his  Heart,  his  Purf^,  or  his  Door 
againft^'em:  he  did  aot  only  wifli  'em  well, 
and  gite  them  foft  Laag«agej   but  .affi>rded 
them  folid  Supplies.    He  wa$  truly  that  libe- 
ral Man  whom  Solomon  fpeaks  of,   that   devi- 
-      ■  feth 
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fcth  liberal  things  :  For  as  he  was  cnMteJ  in 
Cbrifi  Jefnt  to  good  Works^  Jo  he  did  abound 
in  all  the  Fruits  of  Ripjteovfnefs  and  Charity^ 
r»hich  are  by  Jeftu  Chriftto  the  Traife  and  Glory 
•/  God  the  Father*  And  tho  he  was  thus  rich 
in  good  Works,  yet  his  charitable  Diftribati- 
ons  were  never  attended  with  the  found  of 
a  Trumpet,  but  difpers'd  to  Multitudes  in  the 
molt  filent  and  fecret  way.  He  delivered  the 
Toot  that  cry^d^  and  the  Fatherlefs^  and  him 
that  had  none  to  help  him ;  the  Blejfwg  of  him 
that  was  ready  to  ferifi  came  vpon  him^  and  ho 
caufed  the  Widor^s  heart  to  fing  for  joy.  Yet  ia 
all  this  he  obferved  the  Rule  of  our  Saviour 
as  near  as  poflible,  not  letting  his  right  band 
inow  what  his  left  hand  did* 

He  gave  very  liberally,  tho  very  privately, 
to  encourage  the  bringing  up  of  a  Pious  and 
Learned  Miniftry  in  Ireland ;  and  underftand- 
ing  that  fuch  a  Defign  was  forming  in  London^ 
he  ofFerM  rooft  gcneroufly  to  encourage  it : 
but  before  it  could  be  accomplilhM,  cruel 
Death  fetter'd  thofe  Hands  that  were  always 
a£^ive  in  difpenfing  the  moft  noble  Charities. 

And  I  think  it  no  contemptible  Branch  of 
hisCharad^er,  that  he  paid  a  deference  and  re- 
fpeft  to  all  that  were  of  the  Sacred  Order  of 
the  Miniftry,  under  what  denomination  foe- 
ver  they  pafled :  Tho  his  Ears  were  not  fer- 
tilely boarM  to  any  ^  for  he  did  not  look  on 
them  as  Lords  of  his  Faith,  but  Helpers 
of  his  Joy  i  yet,  I  fay,  he  was  not  wanting 
to  afford  them  the  Teftimonies  of  bis  Re- 
fped.  He  gave  jiberally  to  ftppptt  feveral 
Le£tures ;  particularly  he  encouraged  that 
which  is  carried  on'  in  this  Place :  for  he  was 
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a  Gentleman  of  aniverfal  Charity  to  all  that 
bore  the  Image  of,Chrift. 

He  was  very  tender  of  the  Reputation  of  all 
Men  9  and  as  he  could  not  endure  to  hear  the 
Follies  of  Men  made  a  matter  of  Diverfion,  fo 
he  always  deeply  refented  the  Reproaches  and 
Calumnies  that  are  too  commonly  the  Sauce  of 
Conver&tion,  and  look'd  upon  a  Man's  good 
Name  as  tdo  valuable  to  lie  at  the  Mercy  of 
every  Jefter  :  fo  that  I  may  fay  he  was  as 
free  from  raih  Cenfures,  as  be  was  from  de- 
ferving  'cm. 

He  was  always  ready  to  compole  any  Diffc* 
rence  betwixt  contending  Parties,  which  he 
did  with  that  Dexterity  and  Impartiality,  that 
the  Man  was  fufpeded  to  have  a  very  bad 
Caole  that  declined  his  Arbitration. 

As  to  his  acquitting  himfelf  in  his  publick 
Imploy,  it  was  with  that  Honour  that  few 
Men  in  an  Age  do  ^  he  was  fo  little  charm'd 
with  the  glitter  of  Wealth,  and  his  Mind 
was  fo  imbu'd  with  the  Principles  of  Chriftian 
Religion,  that  he  thought  it  below  him  to  raife 
his  fiftate  by  the  mean  pradices  of  Craft  or 
Violence,  Bribery  or  Oppreffion. 

He  fear'dGod  and  honour'd  the  King,  and 
did  not  meddle  with  thofe  that  are  given  to 
change :  His  Loyalty  to  his  prefent  Majefty 
WmUm  the  King  of  Cridt  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
and  the  remarkable  Services  he  has  done,  in 
contribating  towards  fupporting  the  Ciedit 
of  the  Nation  at  a  time  when  it  run  very  low, 
are  too  well  known  to  need  reciting  here. 

Should  I  fpeak  of  him  as  a  Husband,  a  Pi« 
rent,  a  Mailer,  or  a  Friend,  I  may  fay  with- 
out an  Hyperholcy  he  had  few  Equals  under 
Heaven ;  tor  never  did  I  fee  a  more  aSeftio- 

nate 
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nate  Husband,  tender  Father,  pleafant  and 
faithful  Friend.  Yet  all  thefe  things  that  I 
have  mention'd,  and  a  great  many  more  1 
have  not  time  to  name,  that  are  lovely  and 
of  good  report,  could  not  prevent  his  being 
pfai.  8^.4.3.  feiz'd  with  a  mortal  Sicknefs:  For  what  Man 
is  he  that  livethj  and  (haU  not  fee  Death  f  Shall 
he  deliver  his  Soul  from  the  band  of  the  Grave  f 
Selah* 

His  Illnefs  was  more  violent  and  dangerous 
than  was  generally  apprehended,  till  within 
a  day  or  two  before  his  Death :  he  then  be- 
ing ask'd  concerning  his  Hopes  of  Eternal  Life, 
declared,  They  were  fix*d  on  the  SatisfaSion  and 
Obedience  of  Chrifij  and  that  upon  the  Righteouf* 
nefs  of  the  Redeemer  alone  he  refied  far  the  par* 
don  of  his  Sins  and  everlafUng  Happinefs.  Bat 
immediately  after  this  he  grew  delirious,  and 
fo  was  render'd  uncapable  of  difcourfing  dif- 
tinftly  concerning  Divine  Things  j  yet  even 
while  he  was  thus  indifpos'd,  he  defir^d  me 
to  pray  with  him,  and  told  me  that  he  hear- 
tily joinM.  Indeed  a  few  hoars  before  he  dy'd 
he  lay  a  little  compos'd,  and  we  imagin'd  that 
fome  Revival  would  have  cnfuM ;  To  apt  are 
we  to  flatter  our  felves  with  the  belief  of  that 
which  is  the  matter  of  our  earneft  Wilhcs, 
Btit  alas !  One  hour  funk  all  expedation  of  Life, 
and  the  next  put  a  Period  to  it. 

Thus  liv'd  and  dy'd  that  admirable  Perfon 
whofe  Deceafe  has  occafion'd  this  Difcourfe  v 
and  tho  he  be  dead,  yet  he  fpcaketh,  .  and 
his  Works  praife  him  more  in  the  Gate,  than 
I  have  done  from  the  Pulpit.  Is  he  dead  ? 
he  is  not  gone  out  of  the  Wwld,  bat  re- 
mov'd  to  a  better  part  of  it  5  he  has  only 
chang'd  his  Place,   his  Company,   and  Work. 

There- 
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Therefore  yoa  his  forrowfal  furviving  Half, 
and  the  reft  of  his  Mourning  Friends  Ihould 
not  think  on  him  as  loft,  but  as  fet  at  li- 
berty i  not  as  decaying  amongft  the  Clods  of 
the  Valley,  but  as  Ihining  on  an  illuftrious 
Throne.  Stop  your  Tears,  for  were  he  fen- 
fible  of  your  Grief,  and  capable  of  making  a 
Paufe  in  the  midft  of  his  Hallelujahs,  he  would 
fay  to  you  that  furvive,  Wee^  not  for  me^  but 
weep  for  your  felves.  Therefore  let  us  all  think 
what  Improvement  to  make  of  this  fudden  and 
furprizing  Providence :  And  thofe  things  that 
'tis  proper  to  inftruft  us  in,  I  (hall  but  juft 
name,  and  conclude*  Let  this  Providence  put 
us  on  the  moft  ferious  Confideration  i  In  the 
day  of  adverfity  confider^  fays  the  wife  Man. 
Let  us  confider  and  refled  upon  the  Vanity 
and  Uncertainty  of  Human  Life  \  furely  when 
fo  bright  and  vigorous  a  Flame  is  fo  fuddenly 
extinguilh'd,  that  Scripture  is  eminently  ful- 
filled that  fays,  Ferily  Man  in  his  befi  Efiate 
is  altogether  Fanity.  Let  us  learn  a  holy  In- 
difFerency  to  the  things  of  this  World  j  let 
us  be  convinc'd  how  ineffeftual  are  all  kind 
of  means  to  preferve  Life,  when  the  Decree 
is  gone  forth.  If  the  Skill  of  Phyficians,  if 
the  melting  AfFedion  of  a  Wife,  and  the  fer- 
vent Prayers  of  Minifters  could  have  pre- 
vented the  Death  of  our  Friend,  we  had 
not  been  mourning  here  at  this  time :  There- 
fore let  us  adore  the  Sovereignty  of  God,  who 
ads  as  be  pleafes,  and  gives  no  account  of 
his  Matters  to  the  Children  of  Men.  Let  us 
truft  in  the  Lord,  who  changeth  not,  and 
fubmit  to  his  difpofing  Will,  which  is  direc- 
ted by  Wifdom  and  Love.  Finally,  prepare  to 
follow  i  Be  ye  alfo  ready :  walk  with  God  while 

you 
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you  tirry  hcrc^  that  when  he  calls  you  out 
.  of  this  lower  World,  he  may  take  you  into 
his  blifsful  Prefcnce,  and  fay  unto  each  of  yoo, 
*^*^''IVeU  doncj  thou  ^ood  4nd  faithful  Servant  \  thou 
haft  been  faithful  over  a  few  things^  1  will  make 
thee  Ruler  over  many  things :  enter  thou  into  the 
Joy  of  thy  Lord. 
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To  my  Worthy  Friend 

Mrs.  SARAH  WILKS. 


Madam, 


'f  /  J /I 


tSi»»> 


14^ J  S  jour  Husband^ s  Requefi 
on  hu  Death-bedy  and  your 
Renewal  of  it  after  his  Deceafe^ 
that  engaged  me  to  difcourfe 
from  that  Text  of  Scripture 
(at  the  time  of  his  Interment)  which  is  the 
Foundation  of  the  following  Sermon*  Which 
through  the  Importunity  of  you  and  your 
friends^  and  not  my  own  choice^  is  now  made 
puhliok  \  elfe  I  could  never  have  had  the  va^ 
nity  to  expofe  fo  uncorreSf  a  Difcourfe  in  an 
Age  fo  judicious  and  polite.  But  if  any 
thing  in  fo  plain  and  unpolijh^d  a  Sermon^ 
Jba/i  sny  way  fromete  the  Glory  of  the  Re* 
G  deemeri 
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deemer,  in  converting  one  wandrin^  Sin- 
ner Ao.fk  Wifdomof  the  Juft,  orJbalUt^ 
ivdi  faither  the  common  Edification  of  th& 
Church ;  Iflidl  be  content  to  be  cenfurUbj 
thofe  '0^30  have  A  more  comfrehenfive  Genius 
(whofeXhpughts  run  deeper,  andwhofe  way 
cf  Writing  is  finer)  while  I  have  the  Honour 
of  being  fervieeable  to  the  true  Interefi  of 

Souls.  r  '        rVL 

I  have  one  thing  more  to  fay,  viz.  That 
I  have  nta^very  Itttie  alteration  m  the€o^ 
that  wasjeni  me  by  hitn  who  took  the"  DifcoUrjh 
in  Short-hand 'y  and  have  only  added  what  I 
had  not  time  to  deliver  when  the  Sermon  was 
f  reach"* d. 

Madam,  May  that  God  who.  hxs  touched, 
you  in  the  mofi  fenftble  part^  andfnatcht  from 
you  tMe  Delight  of  your  Eyes,  afford  you 
the  Light  of  his  ovuf^  Countenance^  and  the 
Comforts  of  his  free  Spirit:  And  that  the 
little  Bving  Images  of  him  that  ts  Dead^ 
may  beaBlmn^  fo  you  that  furvive,  are  the 
earnefi  Wiyje's  of 


London,  Jan. 
22.  lyo-r* 


Tout  wry  humble  Servant^ 


John  PiGGX>Tr. 
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Job  XIX.  25,  26y  17. 

"\ 
Por  I  kjtow  that  my  (^deemer  liveth^  and  \ 

that  he  fhall  ft  and  at  the  latter  Day 

upon  the  Earth. 
And  tho  after  my   skin   Worms   deftroy 

this  ^odyy  yet  in  my  Flejhfl7all  I  fee 

God: 
Whom  I  fhall  fee  for  my  felfj  and  mine 

Eyes 'fhall  beholdy   and  not  another^ 

th^  my  <^ins  he  confumed  within  me. 

[HERE  is  fomething  very  aweful 
aad  inftruaive  in  the  fad  Solem- 
nities of  a  Funeral :  for  it  is  as  if 
the  Dead  fpake  to  the  Living,  and 
a  Voicje  Ihould  iffue  from  the  Cof- 
fin aiid>  the  Grave,  faying,  Man  in  his  beft^Cii^^.sl 
^ftmt^  is  aU9f€$her  Canity.  And  indeed  the 
troeDefign  of  a  Funeral  Difcourfe  is  not  ex- 
trsTOgaaicly.  to  eommeild  the  D^ad,  but  fea- 
ibokfa^r  to  advife  and^nftrud  the  Livings  to 

G  2  which 
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which  excellent  purpofe  the  Words  I  have  juft 
now  read^  are  molt  admirably  adapted :  tho,  I 
confcfs,  there  needs  a  much  abler  Perfon  than 
my  felf,  to  open  and  apply  a  Text  fo  copious^ 
in  the  narrow  limits  of  an  Hour  j  there  being 
in  the  Words  fuch  a  variety  of  matter,  as 
might  eafily  furnifh  out  feveral  Sermons.  But 
as  God  (haU  ^(Dft,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  explain 
them  as  clearly,  and  improve  them  as  perti- 
nently as  I  can. 

This  Chapter,  of  which  the  Text  is  a  part, 
contains  Job^s  Anfwer  to  Bildad  the  Shuhite  j 
wherein  he  deplores  the  Miferies  of  his  Lifc^ 
and  reprefents  the  Troubles  he  fuftaincd,  in  the 
mod  elegant  manner,  and  in  the  molb  affefting 
and  melting  Strains.  Upon  which,  in  f^er.  23. 
he  cries  out,  0  !  that  my  Words  were  now  writ^ 
ten!  0!  that  they  were  printed 4n  a  Boqk!  Th4$ 
they  were  graven  with  an  Iron  Pen  and  Lead^  in 
the  Rock  for  ever !  Whether  he  means  what  he 
had  before  fpoken  in  anfwer  to  his  Friends  ; 
or  the  Words  of  the  Text  which  immediately 
follow  this  Wifh,  is  not  eafily  determined  :  if 
he  intends  the  former,  then  the  Text  is  brought 
^  in  as  a  reafon  of  his  Courage  and  Confidence  in 
theCoodnefsof  his  caufej  for  fays  he,  tinow 
that  my  Redeemer  Jiveth :  Q.  d.  Whatever  Cen- 
fures  I  may  pafs  under,  whatever  ill  Thoughts 
you  may  conceive  in  your  Minds  againft^me, 
I  have  one  above  who  will  plead  my  Caufe, 
Job  16.  t$.  For  my  Record  is  on  high.  If  the  latter  (as 
fome  think)  then  it  (hows  how  much  he  was 
affeded  with  the  Knowledg  he  had  df  the' 
Mejfiah^  and  the  expedatioo  and  good  hope 
that  fprung  up  in  his  Soul  thereupon.  There- 
fore it  is  obfervable,  that  Job  does  not  utter 
fuch  heavy  Complaititi,  after  this  GoofeflSon 

of 
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of  Faith  in  the  Lord  his  Redeemer,  as  he  had 
done  before  :  For  I  know  that  my  Redfemtr  livethj 
and  that  he  (hall  ftand  at  the  latter  day  vfon  the 
Earth*  And  the  after  my  skin  Worms  defiroy  this 
Bodyy  yet  in  my  Flejh  Jhall  I  fee  God :  Whom  I 
Jhdll  fee  for  my  felf^  and  mine  Eyes  jhall  behold^ 
and  not  another  \  tho  my  Reins  be  confumed  within 
me. 

Thefe  Words  contain  a  Profeflion  of  JoV^ 
Faith,  and  in  them  we  may  take  notice  of 
thefe  two  General  Parts. 

JFiV/?,  The  immediate  and  prcfent  Senfeof 
his  Mind,  with  refpeft  to  the  promifcd  Seed, 
the  Lord  Jeftu  Chrifi^ 

Secondly^  The  Expeftation  which  he  had  con- 
fequent  hereupon,  both  with  regard  to  the 
Redeemer  and  to  himfelf. 

F/r/?,  The  immediate  and  prefent  Senfe  of 
Job^^  Mind,  with  refpeft  to  the  fromifed  Seedj 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  in  thefe  Words,  For  I 
hnov^  that  my  Redeemer  liveth.  Wherein  it  will 
be  neceflary  to  conlider  thefe  Four  things. 

1/,  The  Objea  of  his  Faith,  which  he  ex- 
prefKs  under  the  Notion  of  a  Redeemer. 

zdfyj  The  Aft  of  his  Faith,  /  know. 

Sdfyj  His  Propriety  and  Interefl:  in  this  Re- 
deemer, /  know  that  Cmyl  Redeemer  liveth. 

4thlyy  A  further  llluftration  of«  the  Re- 
deemer's Charafter,  fie  liveth. 

1  ihall  briefly  touch  upon  each  of  thefe,  and 
then  pafs  to  the  other  general  Head,  which 
I  principally  aim  to  dilcourfe  from,  as  be- 
ing molt  agreeable  to  a  Funeral  Solemnity. 
But, 

G  3  «/.  Wc 
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ly?.  We  are  to  conCder  tht  GbjtGt  of  Joti^s 
Faith,  which  he  expreflesander  the  Notion  of 
a  Redeemer.  By  Redeimer  I  underftand  God 
the  Son,  the  perfonal  Ao;p<,  which  was  to  be 
incarnate  i  which  may  be  proved  from  the 
•tSJ  Propriety  of  the  Hebrew  Word  Goelj  which 
tho  fometimes  applied  in  the  Old  Teftament 
to  God  abfolutely  or  effentially  confidered^ 
yet  it  moft  properly  agrees  to  Jefus  Chrift  ; 
for  it  fignifies  not  only  the  ad  of  claiming  and 
redeeming,  but  alfo  the  Office  and  Relation  : 
it  fignifies  to  claim  or  redeem  by  a  right  of 
Propinquity. 

By  the  Law  of  Ifrael^  the  Right  of  Redemp- 
tion lay  in  the  next  Kinfman,  who  was  to 
purchafe  the  Widow's  Land,  and  to  marry  her 
Perfon ;  which  was  typical  of  what  Chrift 
fhould  do  in  the  Fulnefs of  Time:  Who,  that 
Hcb.  2.  i6.  he  might  be  allied  to  os,  *  t0ok  hold  of  the  Seed 
of  Abraham.  By  which  means  he  bad  a  right 
of  Propinquity  as  Man,  who  had  beforea  right 
of  Propriety  as  God.  Chrift  is  Bone  of  our 
Bone,  and  Flefh  of  our  Flefh ;  and  hath  re- 
deemed his  Church  with  his  Blood,  which  is 
both  the  Right  and  Price  of  her  Redemp- 
tion. 

Redemption  fuppofes  Slavery  and  Bondage. 
We  arc  all  by  Nature  Slaves  to  Sin  and  Satan, 
odious  to  the  Holinefs,  and  obnoxious  to  the 
fufticeof  God:  But  the  Redeemer  refcaes  us 
3y  Purchafe  as  well  as  by  Power,   and  hath 


t 


*  ^E'XtKAl/fiAV^y  ^"  ^^s  firft  and  proper  fenfe,  fignifiea  to  tak* 
bold  of;  and  in  this  (enfe  it  is  ufed  in  this  Epiflle,  Cbap,  8.  9. 
'E^tKa^oiAin  |x«  tSj  ;)^J0^  ct'v^,  inihtD^yibat  l$ookthem 
ty  the  yi<ind, 

vin- 
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y indicated  thp  Honour  of  the  Divine  Ro- 
linefs  by  a  plenary  Satisfaftion  to  Divine  Jut 
tice. 

Here  might  alfb  l^ave  been  Ihew*d,  that  all 
the  Properties  that  belong  to  a  Redeemer  were 
to  be  found  in  Chrifl:,  who  had  a  Right  to 
redeem,  by  afluming  our  Nature.  For  beth  he  nch,t.ii. 
that  fmclifethy  and  they  wha  are  farjElifiedy  are 
all  of  one.  He  that  fufFer'd  on  the  Crofs,  and 
thev  for  whom  he  fuffer'd,  had  Communion 
in  the  fame  Nature.  He  had  alfo  a  valuable  iPct.i.ii, 
Price  to  lay  down,  which  was  that  of  his  own  ^^' 
precious  Blood  j  as  much  as  the  Law  demand- 
ed, or  Juftice  requir'd :  And  this  was  not  paid 
to  the  Devil,  who  had  captivated  and  inllaved 
a  whole  Species  of  Creatures,  upon  the  Apo- 
ftacy  of  Adam  J  bat  to  God  the  Father,  who 
had  a  Power  to  condemn  us,  and  a  Right  to 
detain  us  in  Prifon  till  Juftice  was  fatisfy'd  : 
That  is  the  firft. 

idly^  Here  is  the  Aft  of  JoVs  Faith,  /. 
Jinoxv  that  my  Redeemer  liveth*  Knowledg  is 
frequently  taken  for  Faith  in  the  Sacred  Vo- 
lume, John  17.  What  our  Lord  calls  Know- 
ledg, t/cf.  23.  ]\t  had  called  Faith,  ver*  21. 
ancrindep4  ^Ppwledg  is  a  word  very  proper 
|to  fignify  tfejs  Grace  by  j  for  no  one  Branch 
of  Faif  jb  fan  pe  rightly  exercis'd  without  it. 

What  Aflent  can  a  Man  give  to  the  Troth 
of  a  RevjelatjQn,  if  he  does  not  know  it  to  be 
Divine,  and  from  the  God  of  Truth  ?  Who » John  $• 
can  allent  to  that  account  that  is  given  of"°' 
our  Lord's  Perfon  in  the  Scripture,  but  he 
that  knows  that  it  is  tb^  Record  God  has  given 
0/ his  Son} 

G  4  Again, 
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Again,  who  that  is  ignorant  of  Chrift*s 
Pcrfon,  and  the  Offices  that  he  executes  as  a 
Mediator,  will  ever  confent  to  receive  him  as 
Prophet,  Prieft,  and  King? 

So  for  the  AQc  of  Recumbency  upon  Chrift, 
is  it  likely  that  any  one  Ihould  truft  to  his 
Righteoufnefs  and  Blood  for  the  Pardon  of 
his  Sins,  that  is  a  ftranger  to  his  atoning  Sa- 
crifice, and  the  infinite  Merit  of  it,  arifing 
Pfiu.j.io.  from  the  Dignity  of  his  Perfon?  Tley  that 
hiowthyNume  (fays  the  Pfalmift)  wiU  fut  their 
iTm.i.ti.t.-ufi  in  th/e.  And  the  Apoftle  fays,  I  imm 
Vfhtm  I  have  believed.  And  thus  Job  in  the 
Text,  /  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth  i  or  I 
know  moft  certainly,  I  am  fo  well  afiurM  of 
it,  fo  fatisfy'd  in  it,  that  I  have  confented 
to  take  him  as  my  Redeemer,  and  to  truft 
bim  as  fuch. 

Whether  this  well-grounded  Pcrfuafion  in 
Job  s  Mind,  fprung  from  any  fpecial  Revela- 
tion that  God  made  to  him  concerning  the 
Mefiaj',  or  whether  »twas  only  bottom'd  upon 
pea.  I.  ts.  that  general  and  antient  Promife,  TTie  Seed  of 
the  Woman  JhaB  break  the  Serpent^s  Heady  I'U 
not  determine :  'tis  not  improbable  but  there 
might  be  both.  However  it  was,  the  Phrafe 
connotes  the  certainty  and  fteddinefs  of  his 
Pcrfuafion,  and  theftrength  of  his  Faith:  and 
here  feems  to  be  a  reflex  Ad  as  well  as  a 
dired  Aft  of  Faith  on  the  Perfon  of  the  Re- 
deemer j  for  he  fpeaks  with  fo  much  confi- 
dence and  certainty,  as  to  exclude  all  doubt. 
And  when  a  Soul  is  advan^d  thus  far.  Heaven 
in  part  is  come  down  into  it  i  for  it  has  fuch 
^  aflurance  of  afcending  up  thither,  that  the 
Soul  even  taftes  of  the  Clutters  of  Camian  be- 
fore it  enters  into  the  promised  Land. 
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3i//jf,  Here  is  the  Propriety  and  Intereft 
which  Joh  profeflcth  to  have  in  this  Redeem- 
er :  /  know^  that  Cn^y]  Redeemer  liveth.  Here- 
by he  fignifies  his  extraordinary  Afleftion  to 
Chrift,  as  well  as  his  Intereft  in  him.  MT 
REDEEMER:  they  are  words  of  great 
import,  and  tho  but  two,  yet  they  Ugnify 
more  than  a  thoofandj  for  hereby  he  ap- 
plies Chrift  to  himfelf,  and  pronounces  him  to 
be  his.  It  is  one  thing  to  talk  of  Chrift  as  a 
Redeemer,  and  another  to  know  that  he  is 
our  Redeemer,  and  to  fay  with  the  Apoftle, 
Who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me.  It  is  Gal.  2.  la. 
one  thing  to  hear  of  the  Chrift  of  God,  and 
another  to  receive  him  by  an  appropriating 
Ad  of  Faith.  For  he  that  is  enabled  to  put 
forth  fuch  an  A6:  of  Faith,  is  firft  made  fen- 
lible  of  his  need  of  Chrift,  and  drawn  to  the 
Father  by  him;  and  then  cries  out.  This  Lord 
is  my  Je/iis^  he  is  my  Righteoufnefs  and  my  Lifej 
tmy  Hofe^  my  Helf^  and  my  Salvation^  my  Lord 
and  my  God. 

And  as  Job  by  this  appropriating  Aft  of 
Faith  lays  claim  to  the  Redeemer's  Perfon, 
and  all  the  Benefits  which  he  hath  purchased 
by  his  Blood ;  fo  hereby  he  doth  devote  and 
rcfign,  and  give  up  himfelf.  Body  and  Soul, 
to  the  difpofe  of  the  Redeemer :  For  thofe 
that  are  redeem'd,  pafs  into  the  Pofleflion  of 
their  Redeemer  i  therefore  lays  the  Apoftle, 
For  ye  are  bought  with  a  Price:  What  then?iCor.^.ti 
therefore  glorify  God  with  your  Bodies^  and  with 
your  Spirits^  which  are  his. 

To  clofe  this  Head :  Till  a  Soul  can  put  in 
liich  a  Claim  as  Job  does  in  the  Text,  and  by 
Appropriation,  and  fpecial  Intereft  in  Chrift, 

fay, 
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fay,  /  how  that  my  Redeemer  liveth  ;  be  is  a 
ftranger  to  th^  moft  pfeafaqt  and  comfortable 
part  of  the  Chiifti^n  Life.  For  ber^  is  the 
GroQDd  qf  oqir  Cpofidefice,  here  is  the  Spring 
Cant.  2,  x^.  of  our  Joy,  when  a  Soul  can  fay,  A4y  Beloved 
i>  mine^  and  I  am  his  9  /  know  that  my  Redeemer 
liveth.    But  thep, 

4ffc/y,  Here  is  a  farther  Illuftration  of  the 
Redeemer's  Charaftcr  :  He  liveth.  Hereby  njay 
be  intended  one  or  all  o^thefe  things. 

(i .)  Oar  Lord's  Eternity.  To  fay  that  Qo4 
liveth,  is  as  mpch  as  to  fay,  that  he  is  Eter- 
nal. Now  Job  dqth  not  fay,  that  bis  Redeepicr 
hath  livedj  or  that  he  Jhalt  live  }  but  that  he 
doth  livfy  without  the  diftindion  of  Time  p^fl: 
or  future.  God  is  for  ever  J  am:  Chrift 
as  God  lives  from  Eternity,  as  Man  to  Eter- 

Kcv.  1. 18.  nity.  J  4m  he  that  liveth^  4nd  was  dtad  \  an4 
behold^  i  0m  alituf  fpr  evermpr^* 

ix*\  Hereby  may  be  demoted  the  Jrrcfi|li- 
blc^eis  and  Almighty  Powejr  of  the  Redeemer  ; 
for  Life,  in  the  Language  or  the  Scripture,  (jg- 
nifies  Might  and  Power:  apd  indeed  we  can- 
not fuppofe  that  Chrifi:  is  Eternal,  without 
concluding  that  he  is  Omnipotent.    Therefore 

Rev.  1. 8.  they  are  )oin'd  together :  /  am  Alpha  i^nd  O- 
mega,  the  beginning  and  the  e^diffg^  faith  the  L^rd^ 
which  is^  and  which  w^,  and  which  is  to  eovjie^  $h$ 
Almighty. 

\  (3.)  J  i^fow  th^t  Piy  Rfdeenier  liveth:  fi^ 
liveth  \  that  is,  ji>p  bath  Ufe  in  biinfelf  j  he  is 
the  Prince  of  Li^l^y  aQ4  b^  giye^h  it  to  others : 

John  S'  21.  "0^  ^"ly  ^^^  Father,  bwt  the  S^m  qmknetb  whom 
he  will.  He  hatb  purcha^'d  fpirifqal  Life  fof  his 
People  on  the  CtQfs,  4(i4  be  diijpenfes  it  to 
them  from  the  TbroAir« 
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(4.^  Iknap  my  Redeemer  liveth^  i.  e.  as  my 
Advocate  and  Interceflbr.  For  Job\  Faith  did 
jiot  only  fix  upon  Chrift  as  crucified,  but  as 
rifen ;  be  did  not  only  eye  him  as  a  bleeding 
Viftim,  but  as  an  afcended  Conqueror  j  not 
only  as  treading  the  Wine-prefs  or  his  Father's 
Wrath,  but  as  pleading  the  Virtue  of  his  own 
invaluable  Sacrifice.  Therefore  when  he  fpeaks 
of  his  Redeemer's  living,  he  intends  one  of 
the  great  Ends  of  his  living;  that  is,  to  in- 
tercede for  his  People,  which  is  one  neccflary 
part  of  his  Prieftly  Office.  But  this  Mdn^  be-  ^^^ 
Cdufe  he  continueth  for  ever^  hath  an  unchangeable  ij. '  '  * 
Priefihood :  Therefore  he  is  able  to  fave  to  the  ut^ 
^ermoji  all  that  come  to  God  by  him^  fteing  he  ever 
livith  to  make  Interceffion  for  them.  Intercefiion 
for  Sinners  is  as  neceflary  to  our  Happinefs,  as 
our  Lord's  making  expiation  for  Sin :  He  ff  oiled 
Principalities  and  Powers  upon  the  Crofs,  and  coi.  2.  ij. 
made  a  fhew  of  them  openly.  But  he  anfwers  the 
Accufations  of  thofe  malicious  Spirits,  now  he 
is  feated  upon  his  Throne.  'Tis  true,  the  a- 
vailable  Plea  in  our  Lord's  Interceffion  is  that 
of  his  own  Blood ;  and  the  right  he  has  to  be 
an  Interceffi)r  is  founded  on  the  Infinite  Merit 
of  his  atoning  Sacrifice :  therefore  He,  and  He 
only,  hajth  a  legal  right  to  plead  our  Caufe  before 
God,  who  hath  fully  paid  what  we  are  indebted 
to  him* 

This  by  the  way  difcovers  the  Vanity  and 
Vilenefs  of  thofe  of  the  Roman  Faction,  who 
apply  themfelves  to  other  Interceffi^rs  befides 
the  Lord  Jefus  Cljrift ;  invocating  the  Holy  An- 
gels, the  Bljefled  Virgin  the  Mother  of  our 
Lord,  and  fome  imaginary  3aints  of  their  own 
departed.  And  to  excufe  this  horrid  Impiety, 
they  diftiflguilh  between  a  Mediator  ot  Re- 
demption, 
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dcmption^  and  a  Mediator  of  Interceffion; 
which  will  prcfently  appear  to  be  a  diftindioa 
without  a  difference :  for  if  the  right  of  Chrift's 
Advocateftiip  be  founded  in  the  Virtue  of  his 
Ranfom  and  propitiatory  Sacrifice,  as  the 
Scriptures  do  abundantly  declare,  then  'tis  as 
evident,  as  if  written  with  a  Sun-beam,  that 
no  one  has  right  to  be  a  Mediator  of  Intercef- 
fion,  but  he  that  was  a  Propitiation  for  our 
Sins.  And  the  Apoftle  fays,  there  is  but  one 
%r^^X*  ^^di^or  hetwlxt  God  and  Men^  the  Man  Chrifir 
Jefus.  Now  if  none  are  fit  to  fuftain  the  Cha- 
rafter,  and  difcharge  the  Province  of  an  Advo-  ' 
cate  with  the  Father,  but  he  that  paid  the 
Price  of  our  Redemption  •,  how  ufelefs  will  be 
the  multiplied  Mediators  of  Interceflion,  whom 
the  P^pifts  fet  up  and  apply  to  ?  And  how  much 
Dilhonour  do  they  refleft  on  the  Divine  Media- 
tor, who  tho  he  trod  the  Wine-prefs  of  his 
Father's  Wrath  alone,  and  of  the  People  there 
was  none  with  him  i  yet  will  not  fuller  him  to 
be  alone  in  Interceflion,  but  as  much  as  in  them 
lies  would  (hare  the  Glory  of  that  part  of  his 
Frieftly  Office  amongft  foroe  of  the  Heavenly 
Courtiers  ? 

I  (hould  now  proceed  to  the  Second  general 
Head  pf  Difcourfe  j  but  before  I  enter  upon 
tliat,  I  (hall  juft  mention  two  or  three  Inferen- 
ces, that  are  naturally  deducible  from  what  I 
have  faid. 

I.  From^tft's  Faith  in  the  Redeemer,  I  in- 
fer, that  thofe  that  went  to  Heaven  before  the 
Incarnation  of  Chrift,  were  faved  by  his  Blood, 
as  well  as  thofe  that  have  died  fince  his  Exhibi- 
tion in  the  Fle(h.  The  Seed  of  the  Woman 
was  immediately  promifed  upon  the  Fall  of 
Man  i  and  all  the  Sacrifices  under  the  Law  were 

but 
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but  Shadows  and  Types  of  Chrifl:,  the  great  ex- 
piatory Sacrifice.    Thus  he  is  faid  to  be  a  Lamb  iter.i|.t. 
flmn  from  the  Foundation  of  the  World '^    that  is,  ' 

fays  an  excellent  Author,   federally  not  aftual-  ur.  osam. 
ly,  imputatively  but  not  really,  fententially  ia 
the  acceptation  of  the  Judg,  tho  not  executive- 
ly in  the  enduring  of  his  Paflion. 

And  indeed  Chrift's  Blood  being  the  moral 
Caufe  of  our  cleanfing  from  Sin,niight  be  efFedu- 
al  before  it  was  actually  fhed :  for  tho  all  natural 
Caufes  be  before  their  Effects,  it  is  not  fo  with 
moral  ones.  If  I  am  to  redeem  a  Perfon  from 
Slavery,  and  promife  a  certain  Sum  for  his  Re- 
demption; upon  the  Credit  of  my  Promife  he 
may  be  adlually  redeemed,  tho  the  Price  be  not 
paid  till  fome  Years  after:  this  is  eafily  applied 
to  the  cafe  in  hand. 

Chrift  having  ingaged  to  the  Father  to  make 
a  compleat  Satisfaftion  to  Divine  Juftice  for  the 
Eleft,  upon  the  Credit  of  the  Redeemer's  Pro- 
mife, Believers  under  the  Old  Teftament  were 
juftified  and  faved  the  fame  way  as  we  are  un- 
der the  New ;  only  they  believM  in  the  Mejfiah 
to  come,  and  we  look  back  upon  him  as  having 
fuffered. 

2.  From  what  has  been  faid,  I  infer  the 
poffibility  of  Aflurance.  Job  knew  and  was 
affured  that  his  Redeemer  lived.  Now  that 
which  has  been,  may  be*  Jobh  Faith  faiv 
mounted  theFearof  Death*,  he  looked  not  in- 
to the  Grave,  but  through  it,  and  beyond  it, 
to  the  Redeemer,  that  had  difarmed  Death  of 
its  Sting  and  Poifon.  1  do  not  now  fpeak  of  an 
ObjeElivey  but  a  SubjeBive  Aflurance,  ^iz,.  a 
Saint's  certain, well-grounded,and  fuUPerfuafion 
of  his  own  Intereft  in  Chrift  and  Right  to  Hea- 
ven J  which  concurs  with  the  Experience  of  the 
*?/ it* ^1  iio».iiH     ijai;o«w>»*.   u.,.     Childrea 
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Children  of  God  incTcry  Age.  The  Apioftic 
JPauI  for  himfelf,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Saints 
that  were  contemporary  with  him,  fpcaks  fol- 
ly to  this  matter.  IVe  Inm  that  if  our  iarthly 
a  Cor.  j".  I.  i/ovfe  cf  phis  Tabernacle  wtre  difolved^  i»e  have 
a  Building  ofGody  an  Honfe  net  made  xoithHmdsf 
eternal  in  the  Heavens* 

Not  that  we  are  to  imagine,  that  all  the 
^  Heirs  of  the  Heavenly  Glory  have  fuch  a  cer- 
tain Knowledg  and  full  Aflurance/  that  when 
their  Immortal  Spirits  are  diflodged  from  their 
earthly  Tabernacles,  they  fhall  enter  into  the 
Heavenly  Habitation.  For  fomc  very  eminent 
Saints  have  walked  in  Darknefs,  accofted  with 
Doubts,  without  any  Light  of  fubjedive  Af- 
iutance  at  all.  Bdt  t  fay^  this  kind  of  AfTa- 
rance  is  attainable  in  thisLife^ 

I  know  the  Papifts  cilqeft  to  this  Doftrine, 
that  there  Wds  fomcthing  extraofdimary  ia  the 
Aflurance  of  Job^  sind  Pml^  and  other  excel- 
lent Perfbns  mentioned  in  Holy  Writ  j  there- 
fore they  fay  'tis  impoffible  that  atdlnary  Chrif- 
tians  (hould  ever  attain  in  this  Life  to  a  certaia 
Knowledg  and  full  Aflaraaoe  of  their  Qwn  Sal-^ 
vation. 

To  Which  many  things  might  be  retarn'd,  but 
I  (htU  but  briefly  fugged  what  follows  in  agene- 
ral  way,  viz..  That  it  is  tbelaft  degree  of  FoDy 
to  rife  np  againft  Fad  i  for  there  are  many  ordt« 
nary  Cbrtftians  in  thi^  Day,  that  have  a  bright 
uticlouded  full  Afiiirance  of  their  own  Salva- 
tion. Biit  fttrther,  let  me  add^  that  none  of 
ttle  PtdphfCtSyPatriarohQ  it  Apoftles^  could  boali 
of  a  bttt^  Title  to  HeUYeb,  than  (every  ordi-# 
n^ry  tr\3e  Chriltian  has,  viz..  the  Righteorafnefs 
of  the  Mediator  j  and-  ihet^efore  (as  oar  Di-* 
vines  b^ve  obferved)  thcApoftles  a^ert  |heir 
own  Aflhrance  upon  Grounds  common  to  all  the 
4.  FaithfujL 
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Faithful.    And  ordinarily  when  they  mention 
themfelves  and  their  own  Aflurance,  'tis  in  con- 
jan(5ion  with  other  Chriftians,  as  the  Scriptures  ^  cor.  $.  i. 
iri  the  Margir  do  evince.   Finally,  tho  the  Apo-  '  J"*'"^-'?- 
ftle  Peter  (hj  the  Church  of  Rome)  is  unreafona- 
bly  raifed  to  a  Supremacy  above  the  reft  of  the 
Apoftles*,  yet  I  obferve  that  this  very  Apoftle, 
when  he  fpeaks  of  his  Title  to  Heaven,  has  the 
Modefty  to  put  himfelf  upon  the  level  with  the 
reft  of  the  Saints.  Simon  Peter,  a  Servant  and  an  z  pet.  i.  r. 
jifoftli  of  Jefm  Chrifty  to  them  that  have  obtained 
like  freciom  Faith  with  m^   through  the  Righteouf- 
nefs  of  Gody  and  our  Saviour  Jefus  Christ, 

3.  Hence  I  infer,  that  Chrift  did  exift  before 
his  Incarnation,  and  confequently  is  God  by 
Nature. 

I  know  this  Inference  will  not  be  allowed  to 
be  genuine  by  the  Admirers  of  Socinus^  who 
with  him  afTert,  that  the  BleiTed  Jefus  is  but  a 
mere  Man,  and  that  he  had  no  exiftence  before 
he  was  conceived  in  the  Womb  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  his  Mother.  An  Opinion  which  faps  the 
Foundation  of  Chriftianity,  againft  which  the 
Teftimony  of  Job  does  ftrongly  militate  \  for 
he  allures  us  that  in  his  time  the  Reedeemer  li- 
ved ^  and  the  Redeemer  himfelf  faith.  Before h^^^^-s^- 
Abraham  was^  I  am.  So  that  the  matter  may 
be  brought  into  a  very  narrow  compafs,  whe- 
ther we  fhall  believe  Chrift,  who  is  Truth  it 
felf,  who  aflerts  he  did  exift  before  his  Incar- 
nation, or  a  blafpheming  Soclnian^  who  aflerts 
he  did  not.  If  he  did  exift  before  his  Mani- 
feftation  in  the  Flefh,  as  my  Text  proves,  then 
we  have  folid  Grounds  to  believe  from  other 
Texts  that  he  did  exift  from  Eternity,  and 
confequently  is  God  by  Nature.  1  fhall  only 
cite  one  in  the  room  of  many,  and  'tis  that 
which  thofe  of  the  Racovian  way  have  abufed 
\  by 
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by  a  violent  Interpretatiop.  The  Text  Is  that 
John  I.  I,  of  St.  J0hn  :  In  the  beginning  was  the  Wordy  and 
*'  5-  the  VfTord  W4S  with  Godj  and  the  Ward  was  God* 
The  fame  was  in  the  Beginning  with  God.  AS 
things  were  made  by  him^  and  without  him  was  not 
any  thing  made  that  was  made.  By  the  Beginning 
the  Socinians  anderltand  the  Beginning  of  the 
Gofpel ;  i.  e.  when  the  Gofpel  began  firft  to  be 
publiihed,  then  Ghrift  did  exift^  and  not  be- 
fore :  which  by  the  way  proves  he  did  exift 
before  his  Incarnation,  the  Gofpel  being  firft 
publifhed  in  Paradife. 

By  being  with  God-^  they  underftand  theGofl 
pel  of  Ghrift,  which  he  afterwards  revealM  to 
the  World,  was  firft  only  known  to  God. 

He  was  God  \  i.  e.  fay  they,  God  by  Office.  Ai 
things  were  made  by  him^  &c.  This  they  refer  to 
the  Renovation  of  Men  by  the  Gofpel. 

Which  Interpretation  I  call  violent^  becaufe 
feveral  learned  Men  have  prov'd,  'tis  not  a- 
greeable  to  the  Scope  of  the  place,  nor  other 
plain  Texts  of  Scriptur?  j  and  that  none  of  the 
Fathers,  or  other  Writers  of  the  Chriftian 
Church  for  1 500  Years,  ever  fo  explained  it  till 
Socirnu.  In  this  Paflage  it  is  evident,  that  by 
the  IVord  we  are  to  underftand  the  Son  of  God^ 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chriftj  of  whom  'tis  aflefted. 
That  he  was  in  the  beginnings  i.  e.  when  things 
firft  begaa  to  be,  he  was :  not  that  he  then  be- 
gan to  exift,  but  then  already  was,  and  had  an 
Exiftence  before  any  Creature  was  made.  For 
what  was  in  the  beginning,  did  not  then  begin 
to  be,  but  did  exift  before  the  beginning  of 
Time  •,  which,  I  think,  plainly  proves  the  eter^ 
nd  Exifience  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  And 
then  it  follows,  77?^  Word  was  with  God^  and 
the  Word  t»4s  God  j  agreeable  to  what  is  affirmed  , 

of 
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of  the  Perfonal  Wifdom,  or  the  Son  of  God, 
in  the  Book  of  Proverbs^  where  p#fonal  Pro- Prav.  8. «; 
parties  are  often  afcrib'd  to  Wifdom.     And  to  5'* 
exprefs  the  Eternity  of  Wifdom,  'tis  faid. 
It  VM4  with  God.     So  here,    the  Word  was  with 
Cody  i.  e.  (faith  one)  it  was  always  together 
with  him,   partaking  of  his   Happinefs   and 
Glory.     To  which  our  Saviour  refers  in  his 
Prayer,  Glorify  me  with  thine  own  felf^  with  the  J^^n  17. ;. 
Glory  I  had  with  thee  before  the  World  was.     The 
fame  was  in  the  beginning  with  God:    Here  the 
Evangelift  plainly  diftinguifhes  betwixt  God 
the  Father,  and  God  the  Son :  for  tho  he  af- 
firms that  the  Word  was  God^    yet  he  fignifies 
to  as  that  it  was  not  God  the  Father  •,  for,  fays 
he,    the  fame  was  in    the  Beginning   with   Gody 
i.  e.  the  fame  perfonal  Word,  the  Son  of  God  i 
who  is  afterwards  calPd  the  only  begotten  of  the  John  x.  x^; 
Father.     All  things  were  made  by  him^  and  with' 
out  him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was  made. 
*'  Which  (as  a  ^  Learned  Man  remarks)  could 
"  not  have  been  more  emphatically  exprefs'd, 
"  than  it  is  here  by  the  Evangelift^  after  the 
*'  manner  of  the   Hebrews  *y    who    when    they 
*^  would  fay  a  thing  with  the  greatefl:  force  and 
"  certainty,  are  wont  to  exprefs  it  both  affir- 
"  matively  and  negatively  :  as,  he  JljMlllvey  and 
"  not  die  J  he  fhall  moft  ailuredly  live.    So  here, 
''  j4U  things  were  made  by  him^  and  without  him 
*'  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was  made  \   i.  e. 
"  He  made  all  Creatures  without  exception, 
"  and  confequently  he  himfelf  is  not  a  Crea- 
"  ture,  becaufe  it  is  evidently  impoflible  that 
*'  any  thing  fhould  ever  make  it  felf :  But  then 


•  Vid,  tArchhifljop  Tillotfon'r  Sermon f  concerning  the    Divinity 
und  Incur nuiion  of  our  Slejfed  Saviour,  pag^  >7>  38.  ht  Oflavo. 
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**  if  be  be,  and  yet  was  nerer  made,  it  iscer« 
^^  tainiy  trae  that  be  always  was,  even  from 
**  all  Eternity." 

4.  Thofe  that  have  a  Redeemer  in  Hea- 
ven, have  reafon  to  believe  that  they  Ihall 
perfevere  on  Earth.  This  Inference  is  very 
natural,   and  will  appear  fo,  if  we  confider 

John  14.1P.  what  our  Redeemer  fays  himfelf  j  Beeapfe  Ilive^ 
ye  jhall  live  alfo.  A  Believer^s  Life  does  not 
depend  upon  his  own  free  Will,  but  upon  the 
Life  of  Chrift  in  Heaven.  That  omnipotent 
Grace  which  caus'd  us  to  fpring  out  of  the 
Grave,  and  reltor'd  Life  to  our  dead  Soulsy 
can  with  a  great  deal  of  eafe  make  us  perfevere 

^om./.  10.  in  it.  He  tha$  reconciled  us  when  we  were  Enc'^ 
mies  by  his  Deaths  will  mvch  mare  fave  us  by  his 
Life.  As  the  firlt  Ad  of  Divine  quickning  is 
owing  to  his  meritorious  Death,  \o  the  conti- 
nuance of  that  fpiritual  Life  is  fecor'd  by  bis 
prevalent  Interceffion. 
The  Covenant  of  Grace,  in  which  every  Be* 

asam.ij.j'.  liever  is  interefted,  is  an  EverUfiingCovenmt^ 
ordered  in  all  things  and  fure.  And  the  Advan- 
tage  of  being  in  fuch  a  Covenant-Relation  to 
God,  is  excellently  exprefs'd  by  the  Prophet : 

Jcr.32.4.0.  J  ^jli  ^^i^g  ^  Everlafiiftg  Covenant  mth  phevtj 
that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  them  to  do  them 
good  ;  but  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  Hearts j  that 
thty  Jhall  not  depart  from  me.    And  our  hiefled 

John  lo.'a;,  Saviour  fays,  That  he  gives  to  his  Sheep  Eternal 
Life^  that  they  jhall  never  per ijh^  neither  jhall  sf^ 
pluck  them  out  of  his  hand. 
I  proceed  now  to  the 

Second  general  Head  of  Difcourfe,  which  is  to 

•    fpeak  of  Jobh  Expeftation,  with  refpefl:  to  bis 

Redeemer  and  himfelfj  which  he  exprefles  in 

tbefc 
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<jbelc  words  :  iT^at  he  Jhall  fiand  at  thi  latter 
Day  upon  the  Eauh  ^  and  tho  after  vny  Shin  (fays 
Jie)  Worms  defiroy  this  Body^  yet  in  my  Flejh 
fhall  J  fee  God  :  whom  I  jhall  fee  for  my  felf^ 
^md  mine  Eyes  Jhall  behold^  and  not  another ^  tho 
my  Reins  be  confmn^d  within  me*  Wherein  wc 
make  take  notice  of  thele  five  things. 

ifij  Of  what  Job  fuppofes  and  expeSed, 
5w;c.  his  own  Diflblution  by  Death  ;  Tho  after 
my  Skin  J  Worms  defiroy  this  Body^,  tho  my  Reins 
be  confumed  within  me. 

xdly^  Here  is  his  Hope  and  Aflbrance  of 
the  RefarreAion  of  his  Body ;  for  after  it  had 
beem  once  a  Feaft  for  Worms,  he  exp^ded,  in 
his  Ke(h,  to  fee  God :  which  coald  not  be, 
except  that  Body  was  raifed. 

idly  J  Here  is  his  fteddy  Faith  concerning  the 
Identity  of  the  dying  and  riling  3ody,  in  my 
B$fh  i  that  is,  in  my  own  Flefli  Jhall  I  fee  God. 

^hlyj  Here  is  the  Happinefe  he  was  aflii- 
Tcd  of,  as  confequent  hereupon  j  and  that 
was  his  injoying  the  Vifion  of  God,  Whom  (fays 
he)  /  Jhall  fee  for  my  felfj  and  not  another. 

$tblyj  The  time  when  he  expeded  this  Hap^ 
pinefs,  and  that  was,  at  the  latter  Hay. 

\  (hall  fpeak  of  each  of  thefe  as  briefly  aS  I 
can,  and  (hat  ap  my  whole  Difcoarfe  with  a 
few  Inferences. 

I)?,  7<^  did  exped  his  own  Diflblution  by 
Deaths  Tho  after  my  Skin^,  Worms  defiroy  this 
Bodyy  tho  my  Reins  be  confumed  within  me.  i 
Will  not  ftand  to  recite  the  various  Readings 
of  this  Text,  but  take  the  words  jufl:  as  they 
lie  in  our  Tranflation,  which  are  very  expref- 
iive  of  JoVs  expefted  Diflblution  of  his  Body  i 
for  tho  ]iBody]  be  not  in  the  Hebrew  Text,yet  it 
is  evident  be  intends  it :  and  it  is  not  impro- 

H  %  bablQ 
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bable  bat  that  he  might  take  op  fome  of  his 
Flefli,  or  point  to  bis  Body,  when  he  faid, 
Tho  after  my  Shifty  Worms  defiroy  Thisj  pointing 
to  his  Body,  or  ftretching  forth  his  Arm,  for 
fo  it  is  in  the  Original  ^  tho  after  my  Skirr^ 
Worms  defiroy  this^  i.  e.  this  Body. 

By  Deftrudion,  he  doth  not  mean  that  the 
Matter  of  which  the  Body  is  composM,  fhall 
be  annihilated;  but  that  the  Body  being  fe- 
parated  from  the  Soul,  its  Beauty  and  U&fat- 
nefs  (hall  become  a  Prey  to  Death,  which  cor? 
rupted  in  the  Grave,  (hall  be  reducM  to  Duft, 
its  firft  Original,  according  to  the   Divine 
Gen.  2.  ip.  Threat  5    Dufi  thou  art^  and  to  Dnfi  thou  Jhalt 
return*    Therefore  Job,  in  fcveral  places  of 
this  Book,  is  very  exprefs  in  this  matter  ; 
Job  17. 13,  Tjf  /  ipaitj  the  Grave  is  my  Houfe^^J  havt  [aid 
^**  to  Corrvftion^    Thou  art  my  Father  j   and  to  th^ 

Worm-i  Thou  art  my  Mother^  and  my  Sifter.  He 
expected  to  be  gnawn  by  Worms,  and  to 
become  an  Entertainment  for  the  molt  con- 
temptible Infedls.  Therefore  again,  fays  he^ 
Job  21. 25,  One  dieth  in  his  full  Strength^  being  wholly  at 
2^,2^,25.  ^^y.^   ^^^  ^^,^^^     ^^  5rf^^/  are  full  of  Milk^ 

and  his  Bones  are  moiftned  with  Marrow*  Ano^ 
ther  dieth  in  the  bitternefs  of  his  Soul^  and  never 
eateth  with  Pleafure.  They  fhall  lie  down  Or 
like  in  the  Duft^  and  the  Worms  (hall  cover 
them.  All  Perfons,  how  diftant  (oever  they 
may  be  in  their  Way  and  Walk,  in  their 
State  and  Condition,  yet  at  laft  they  (hall 
meet  in  the  Grave,  where  all  Diftindions  are 
buried  with  the  Confuflon  of  human  Duft. 
This  was  what  Job  expefted,  tho  he  had  an 
Intereft  in  the  Redeemer  j  for  the  Righteous 
7.ach.  I.  X.  muft  die  as  well  as  the  Wicked.  Tour  fathers^ 
where  are  they  ?  and  the  Prophets^   do  they  live 

for 
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for  ever  ?  The  Grave  receives,  without  di- 
ftindion,  the  Rich  and  Poor,  the  Strong  and 
Weak,  the  Wife  and  Foolifh,  Young  and  Old, 
Holy  and  Profane ;  for  thofe  of  the  greatefl: 
Integrity  are  compos'd  of  the  fame  frail  Ma- 
terials, and  are  liable  to  die  of  the  fame  Dif- 
eafes  as  the  vilelt  of  Men.  This  is  fo  evi- 
dent in  Fa«a,  that  I  need  not  go  about  to 
prove  it.  For  altho  wre  have  had  many  Vo- 
lumes written  to  preferve  Health,  yet  I  think 
Mr.  Afgilh  profane  Pamphlet  was  the  fipft 
that  was  ever  written  to  give  Diredions  to 
avoid  Death  j  an  Attempt  as  vain  as  to  mea- 
fare  Wind,  to  weigh  Fire,  or  ftop  the  Courfe 
of  the  Sun.  For  as  the  Records  of  the  Grave 
are  an  undeniable  Teftimony  of  the  Frailty  of 
human  Nature,  fo  the  Death  of  this  Perfon, 
in  a  little  time,  will  confute  the  Works  of 
his  Life,  and  give  the  lye  to  his  abfurd  Opi- 
nion. But  then  (fays  he)  if  I  die,  /  declare 
I  die  of  no  Religion.  No  doubt  but  he  fpeaks 
the  Truth  j  for  he  that  lives  without  God  in 
the  World,  will  certainly  die  without  any  good 
Hope,  and  a  ftranger  to  all  Religion. 

Now  altho  what  this  Man  has  attempted  be 
vain  and  idle,  yet  it  will  not  be  an  improper 
Qpeftion  here  to  ask,  Why  the  Righteous  die, 
fince  the  Satisfaftion  of  Chrift  for  them  was^ 
upon  all  accounts,  compleat  and  perfect  ?  ^  I 
will  only  name  a  few  things  in  anfwer  to  this, 
and  fo  pafs  on; 

Firfi^  The  threatning  of  Death  was  not  pro- 
nouncM  till  after  the  Promife  of  the  Aff/J7^j  V 
which  fliews,thatGod  did  defign  that  the  Righ- 
teous ftiould  die  as  well  as  theWicked,they  being 
guilty  of  Original  Sin  as  well  as  others.  Now 
tho  the  Meffias  is  promised,  who  was  to  fa- 

H  3  tisfy 
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tisfy  for  this  Original  Sin,  as  well  as  Aftuat 
Tranfgrcffion,  and  fo  to  f4ve  his  Feofle  from 
the  Second  Death  ^  yet  fays  he  to  Adam^  and' 
ia  him  to  his  Pofterity  and  Defcendants,  Dufi 
Gen.  2.  ^5.  thou  OTty  and  to  Dufi  thou  fljalt  return^ 

Secondly^  Tho  the  Satisfaftion  of  Chrift  be 
compleac,  and  he  has  purchased  for  his  People 
av  compkat  Happinefs  j  yet  fuch  is  the  Divine 
Conftitution,  that  we  muft  continue  for  fomc 
time  here  under  a  great  many  WeaknefTes,  and 
Troubles^  and  Temptations.  Now  Pedple  may 
as  well  objeQ:  thefeto  theSatisfaftion  of  Chrift, 
as  that  of  the  Saints  dying. 

Thirdly^  The  Satisfaftion  of  Chrrft  has  a 
great  Influence  into  the  £)eath  thaC  aRigbteoM 
Man  pailies  under,  inafmuch  as  Death   is  al- 
tered in  its  Nature,  it  is  difarm'd  of  its  Stifig, 
^  and  approaches  him  as  a  Friend.    So  that  tho 

Believers  muft  die  as  well  as  other  Men,  yet^ 
every  thing  in  Death  that  was  moft  kurtM^ 
is  taken  away  by  the  Lord  Chrift:  Henice\ 
Horn,  3, 1,  fays  the  Apoftle,  There  is  no  Condemnatieht  to 
them  that  are  in  Chrift  Jefns.  And  the  feme 
Apoftle  puts  Death  among  the  number  of  the 
Believers  Privileges  j  i  Cor.  3.  Z2.  Death  is 
yours. 

Fovrthly^  Sin  is  fo  interwoven  with  our  Na- 
ture, that  without  throwing  down  the  Fabrick 
of  the  Body,  there  is  no  putting  an  end  to 
it.  Death  came  into  the  World  by  Sin  \  but 
Sin  is  finifli'd  or  abolifli'd,  as  it  were,  by  Dtothv 
We  fball  not  wholly  part  with  the  Relicks  of 
Sin,  till  that  moment  the  Body  and  Soul  is 
parted  afunder.  When  a  righteous  Matt  gives 
up  th^  Ghoft,  his  Sins  expire  with  him  \  for 
his  filthy  Raiment  drops  from  him  with  the 
I^gs  of  his  Mortality. 

fifthly 
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Fifthly^  The  Righteous,  by  being  expos'd  to 
Death,  have  the  higheft  trial  of  their  Graces, 
and  the  fitteft  feafon  to  exercife  them  for 
the  Honour  of  God  the  Redeemer.  It  hath 
been  an  Obfervation  of  the  Amients^  as  well 
as  of  the  Moderns^  that  Faithy  and  Love^  and 
Patiencej  are  declared  in  their  molt  powerful 
Operations,  in  our  encounter  with  Death. 

Our  Faith  is  tried  to  the  uttermolt,  when 
the  Terrible  of  Terrihles  ftares  us  in  the  face, 
when  his  Forerunners  feize  our  Vitals,  and 
put  the  whole  Body  into  a  Convulfion  and 
Agony. 

Then  is  alfo  the  time  for  the  perfeding  of 
Patience^  and  exerting  and  evidencing  our  Love 
to  God,  by  being  willing  to  be  at  hisdifpofc 
in  this  World,  fo  that  we  may  injoy  him  in 
the  next.  If  it  were  as  eafy  (fays  one)  to  get 
into  Heaven^  as  to  move  from  one  Country  to  ano^ 
ther^  if  it  were  only  to  fief  up  into  Elijah'^  Cha^ 
rioty  and  fo  drive  aw^^y  in  an  inflantj  Body  and 
Soul  together  to  the  Regions  above  ;  then  thefe 
Graces  would  not  be  fo  much  exercis'd  and 
tried. 

Sixthly y  The  Righteous  muft  die  as  well  as 
the  Wicked,  that  they  may  be  capable  of  be- 
ing fully  rewarded  ^  for  this  dull,  heavy,  grofs 
Flefli  and  Blood  that  we  carry  about  with 
lis,  without  refining,  cannot  enter  into  the 
Kingdom  of  God :  this  is  fo  necefTary,  that 
thofe  Perfons  that  fhall  be  alive  when  Chrilt 
comes  to  judg  the  World,  muft  pafs  under  a 
Change  equivalent  to  Death.  Now  herein  the 
Wifdom  of  God  is  wonderfully  difplay'd  (as 
a  ^  Learned  Man  remarks)  that  Death,  which  «  ^^^jj^g^^ 
by  the  Covenant  of  Works,  was  the  deferv'd 
Penalty  of  Sin,  by  the  Covenant  of  Grace 
^      ^  H  4  Ihould 
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fliould  be  the  Inftrument  of  Immortality.  Thus 
as  Jofeph^  by  a  fur  prizing  Circuit,  was  brought 
from  the  Prifon  to  the  Principality,  fo  a  Be- 
liever by  the  Grave  afcends  to  Heaven.  Im- 
mortality in  this  Veil  of  Tears  would  not  be 
defirable,  for  1  cannot  conceive  how  a  Perlbn 
under  the  eftablifh'd  Oeconomy  and  Order  of 
things,  could  becompleatly  happy  here. 

Seventhly  J  The  Righteous  being  fubjcft  to 
Death,  is  a  Method  very  proper  to  ifidear 
Cbrift  to  a  Believer's  Soul,  and  to  add  a  fpright- 
ly  Accent  to  his  Everlafting  Hallelujah's. 
Chrifi  is  always  frecious  to  them  that  believe  \ 
but  he  is  never  fo  much  valu'd  as  when  they 
are  upon  the  Borders  of  Eternity,  and  in  the 
Agonies  of  Death :  then  to  think  upon  their 
Deliverer,  then  to  hear  the  Father  fay,  Sffari 
Job  33.  »4-  them  ft  om  going  down  into  the  Pitjfor  I  havefow^ 
4  Ranfom'y  ^rewords  which,  when  attended 
with  an  Energy  of  Divine  Power,  have  enoijgh 
in  them  to  revive  thofe  that  are  fainting  and 
dying,  and  caufe  them  to  fly  from  this  World 
to  the  next,  in  Triumph,  and  with  a  Song* 
But, 

Laftly^  The  Glory  of  the  Redeemer  will  be 
the  more  Illuftrious  at  the  End  of  the  World,  by 
the  raifing  of  the  Dead,  to  make  up  his  mag- 
nificent Retinue,  when  he  fliall  come  the  Se^ 
Hcb.  ^.  a8.  fond  Time  withovt  Sin  to  Salvation^  and  to  be  ad" 
a  Their.  I.  ^,y^^  if^  aU  thofe  thafi  believe.  Then  for  him 
to  exert  his  Power  to  raile  all  thefe  in  an  in- 
(lant,  will  be  much  more  for  his  Glory  and 
Honour,  than  if  from  the  time  of  our  Saviour's 
Death  to  the  End  of  the  World,  the  Righteous 
fhould  have  been  caught  up  to  Heaven,  Body 
and  Soul  together,  after  they  had  tarried  their 
jippointed  time  uppn  Earth,    one  after  anq- 

*|.     ^  •  ther; 
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ther  ^  for  this  muft  have  been  done  often  in 
private  and  at  Midnight :  And  it  would  not 
have  been  half  fo  much  for  the  Glory  and 
Triumph  of  our  Lord  Chrift,  as  it  fhall  then 
be,  when  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  and  the 
Bottom  of  the  Sea,  fliall  throw  up  their  Dead 
at  his  irrefiftible  Command  and  his  Almighty 
Word.  Then  to  fee  the  Saints  fpring  out  of 
the  Daft  like  fo  many  Stars  at  the  Sound  of  the 
laft  Trumpet,  how  will  this  advance  the  Glory, 
and  the  Honour  of  the  Redeemer  !  But  I  fhall 
not  ftand  to  infift  any  longer  upon  this  Head, 
but  ftiall  go  on  now  to  the 

Second  thing,  which  is,  Jobh  Hope  and  Af- 
furance  of  the  RefurreSion  of  the  Body  ^  Tho 
after  my  Skin^  Worms  defiroy  this  Body^  yet  in  my 
Flejh  Jhall  I  fee  God.  I  know  there  are  fome 
modern  Interpreters,  who  do  underftand  thefe 
Words  of  a  metaphorical  Refurredion,  as  St. 
Chryfofiom  had  done  long  before  ^  yet  1  cannot 
confent  to  it,  for  more  reafons  than  1  have 
time  to  name.  Job  fpeaks  of  feeing  God  in 
his  Flefb^  and  with  his  Eyes  j  and  this  was  to 
be  after  the  Worms  had  confum'd  his  Body  ^ 
which  wa^  an  iilultrious  Specimen  of  his  Faith, 
with  refpeft  to  the  Article  of  the  Refurredion ; 
For  if  he  had  only  meant  a  providential  Re- 
farreftion,  then  his  faying  that  he  fliould  fee 
God  with  thefe  Eyesj  were  no  ftrange  thing. 
Therefore  I  rather  take  them  in  a  proper  and 
literal  Senfe,  as  holding  forth  the  Refurreftion 
of  the  Body  j  and  of  this  mind  were  moft  of 
the  *  Antients,  and  particularly  Jerom  has  thefe 


•  sAuguftim,  Cyj^n^  Oregoryy  CaJfigdortUi  Hierom,  dec, 

worcjs  ; 
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Words :  f  No  body  fo  plainly  fpeaks  of  the 
Rcforreftion  after  Chrift,  as  J^  does  before 
Ghrift*  And  St.  Clement^  who  was  a  Compa« 
Bion  and  Fellaw- Labourer  with  St.  Pavt  the 
Apoftle,  in  an  Epiftle  of  his  which  he  wroce 
to  the  Cerimhian  Church,  does  urge  this  very 
Text  in  Joh  to  proye  the  Refurrcdion  of  the 
Body.  His  Words  are  thefe :  ♦  And  again. 
Job  fays,  Thou  (hak  raife  nf  this  Flejb  of  mine^ 
that  has  fufftreA  all  thefe  things. 

Therefore  taking  it  for  granted  that  we  are 
to  underftaad  the  Refurredion  in  a  literal 
and  proper  fenfej  I  ffiall  fpeak  a  little  to  this 
Point    And, 

Ftrfi,  State  my  ISotion  concerning  the  Re-' 
forreaion. 

Seeandly^  Alfign  fome  Arguments  to  prove 
it. 

Tirfi^  State  my  Notion  concerning  the  Re*^ 
furrcaion,  in  thefe  following  Propofitions. 

(i.)  The  Reforreftion  is  a  Change,  not  a 
new  Creation.  If  God  fliould  annihilate  all 
human  Creatures,  and  make  fome  other  hu-? 
man  Creatures  out  of  nothing  •,  this  would  not 
be  to  raife  them  from  the  Dead,  but  to  create 
them  anew.  This  indeed  would  be  a  Refti- 
tution  of  the  fame  Species  or  Kind  of  Beings^ 
that  did  exifl:  before :  but  it  would  not  be 
a  proper  Refurreftion,  becaufe  it  is  not  a  mere 
Change,  but  totally  a  new  ProduQion. 

f  Hicron.  h«c  habct :    Nullus  tarn  apertc  poft  Chriftum,  quam  i&M 
ante  ChriHum  de  Relui:re^U4>ne  loquitur^ 

Vid.  Toll  Synop,  Crit, 

Ttturtu/,  Ttui  ivfit^Thi[J9Lm¥  tau/t*  vivm^   Ep.  i.  ad  Cor. 

(^.)  The 
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(2.)   The  Refurreftion   of   the   Dead  is  a 

Change  that  pafTeth  upon  a  material  Subflancc  \ 
it  is  only  the  Body  that  falls  by  Death,  the 
Spirit  returns  to  God  that  gave  it.  The  Spirit 
is  of  an  Immaterial,  and  therefore  of  an  Im- 
mortal Nature :  but  the  Human  Body  falling 
by  Death  crumbling  into  Duft,  the  Divine 
Power  caufes  a  change  to  pafs  upon  that  Daft, 
by  ranging  and  ordering  thofe  Atoms  and  Par- 
ticles of  Matter,  fo  as  to  compofe  for  the  Sub- 
ftance  of  it  the  fame  Body  that  died,  though 
mightily  changed  with  refpefl:  to  its  Qijalities. 

(3.)  The  Form  of  the  Refurredion  con-  vu^WoUeh, 
fifts  in  the  eflential  vital  Union  of  this  raifed  ^3^"^; 
Body,  with  that  very  Rational  Soul  that  for-  iSa, '  *  • 
merly  dwelt  in  it^  and  was  united  to  it  \  from 
which  fUnion,  Life  necefTarily  flows,  and  the 
very  fame  Perfon  may  be  faid  to  live  again 
that  formerly  lived.  And  without  this,  tho 
a  dead  Body  be  quickned,  'tis  not  properly  a 
Refurreaion:  for  fuppofe  the  Subftance  of  a 
Body  that  fell  by  Death,  was  in  its  various 
Particles  collefted,  ranged  and  rebuilt  by  Al- 
mighty Powers  yet  if  that  Body  was  informed 
by  another  Spirit^  which  was  not  united  to 
it  before,  it  could  not  be  called  a  Refurrec- 
tion,  becaufe  it  would  not  be  the  fame  Per- 
fon, one  eflential  conftitueut  Part  of  it  being 
wanting, 

I  fhall  not  here  trouble  you  with  reciting 
and  confuting  the  Opinions  of  the  Platmijis  and 
"^  Pythagoreans^  and  fome  of  the  aatient  J0ws^ 
who  have  aflertedthe  /^£Tgfi4^;j<e)ais,  or  Tranf- 
migration  of  Souls,  or  the  palling  of  Souls  out  '  ' 

of  one  Body  into  another,  as  well  into  the  Bo- 
dies of  Plants  and  Brutesy  as  Men, 

•  vide  Dr,  Hqd/'/  Reftjrre^ion  of  the  (famcj  Body  affcrced.  ^     ^ 
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(4,)  The   efficient   Caufe  of    the  Refur- 
reftion  of   the  Dead,    is  the  whole  Trinity  ; 
tho  in  Scripture  it  is  afcribed  to  each  Perfon 
in  the  Godhead.    Our  Saviour   is  faid  to  be 
Aa.  3. 15.  raifed  from  the  Dead  by  God  the  Father  \  and 
he  is  alfo  faid  to  raife  himfelf.    And  'tis  alfo 
Rom.  8.  II. attributed  to  the  Holy  Spirit :   But  if  the  S/?/- 
rit  of  him  that  raifed  up  Jefm  from  the  Dead^ 
dwell  in  youy   he  that  raifed  up  Chrifi  from  the 
Dead^   (hall  alfo  quicken  yovr  mortal  Bodies^   by 
his  Spirit  that  dwelleth  in  you.     In  which  Words 
we  are  told  of  the  eScient  Caufe  of  our  own 
Refurreftion,  as  well  as  that  of  our  Saviour's. 
But  eminently  the  Refurreftion  of  the  Dead  is 
joh.5'.  23,  attributed  to  the  Son  of  God^  as  the  Scriptures 
Phil.  3. 20,  ^^  ^^^  Margin  do  abundantly  declare.     Now 
21.    '    '  our  Blefled  Lord  may  be  confider'd  as  the  ef- 
ficient Caufe  of  the  Refurreftion  of  the  Dead, 
either  as  Godj   or  as  Mediator  j    in   the  firib 
refpeft  he  may  be  confider'd  as  the  efficient 
Caufe  of  the  Refurreftion  of  the  Unjuft   as 
well  as  the  Juft,   but  in  the  latter  efpecially  of 
his  Church  •,  for  when  he  himfelf  arofe  from  the 
Dead,  it  was  as  a  publick  Perfon  \  fo  his  Refur- 
redionisboth  the  Model,  Exemplar  and  Pledg 
of  ours.    In  a  word,  for  this  end  Chrift  died, 
rofe  and   revived,    that    he  might   be  Lord 
both  of  the  Dead  and  Living. 

(5.)  One  great  end  of  raifing  the  Dead, 
is  to  illuftrate  the  Divine  Perfeftions  of  Juf- 
tice  and  Mercy,  in  punilhing  the  Wicked, 
and  rewarding  the  Righteous  •,  both  which 
are  exprefs'd  by  the  Prophet :  Many  of  them 
that  fleep  in  the  Duft  of  the  Earth  Jhall  awake^ 
fame  to  Everla^ing  Life^  and  fome  to  Shame  and 
^v^rlufiing  Contemft* 
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The  Divine  Attributes  of  Merqr  and  Jaftice 
at  prefent,  thro  the  promifcaous  Difpenfations 
of  Divine  Providence,  have,  as  it  were,  fomc 
dark  Shades  calt  over  them ;  for  the  Righte- 
COS  fufier,  and  the  Wicked  flourilh,  as  if  God 
negURed  the  one,  and  incouraged  the  other. 
But  this  feeming  diforder  in  the  Divine  Oeco-^ 
nomy  will  be  fet  in  a  clear  Light  by  the  re- 
vival of  the  Dead,  which  will  dilcover  that 
all  things  were  manag'dby  a  skilful  Hand^  for 
then  Jnfiice  and  Mercy  ihall  both  appear  in 
their  flaming  Lulter. 

(5.)  Thofe  that  Ihall  be  found  alive  at 
the  fecond  Coming  of  Chrift,  ihall  pafs  under 
a  Change  equivalent  to  a  DifTolution  and  a 
^Reforredion.  So  much  St.  Paul  intimates  in 
thefe  words ;  Behold j  I  Jhew  you  a  My  fiery ; » cor.iy. 
we  Jhatt  not  all  fleefj  but  we  Jhall  all  be  changed :  ^^'  ^** 
i,  e.  We  Ihall  not  all  die,  but  we  Ihall  pafs  un- 
der an  Equivalent  to  what  they  ihall  do  who 
do  die.  For  in  a  moment.^  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
Fye^  (for  the  Trumpet  Jhall  found)  the,Dead  fhall 
beraifed  incorruptible^  and  weJhaU  be  changed. 

(7.)  The  Righteous  ihall  rife   in  order  of 
time  before  the  Wicked.    This  the  Apoftle 
Foul  fignifies  in  more  places  than  one :   But ,  cor.  1;. 
every  Man  in  his  own  order ^  Chrift  the  firfi  Fruits^  23, 
afterwards   they  that  are  Chrifi^s   at  his  coming. 

Indeed  feveral  Perfons  were  raifed  from  the 
Dead  both  before  Chrift's  Incarnation  and  his  Re- 
furreBion  j  but  then  all  thefe  Perfons  died  again : 
whereas  our  Lord  arofe  from  the  Dead  Im- 
mortaly  and  ihall  never  die  more,  and  in 
that  refpeft  is  the  firit  Fruits  of  the  Refur- 
region.  And  with  refpeft  to  the  Righteous 
riling  before  the  Wicked  in  order  of  time,  I 
collea:  it  alfo  from  what  St.  John  fays,  in  the 

Book 
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Book  of  tfae  Revelation  i  where  he  fpeaks  of 
Rev.  10. 4,  the  firfi  RefurreSimy  and  fays,  that  on  fach  the 
S'  Second  Death  fliall  have  no  Power.    And  the 

iThe{r.4.   ApoftleP4y/  to  tht  neJfaUnians  Skys^  That  the 
'^-  Dead  in  Chrifi  JbsB  rife  firfi. 

Sa:enMjfj  I  am  ix>  prove  that  it  is  a  matter 
moJI  >n£iUibly  certain,  it  is  an  Eareot  that  will 
aJBTttredly  come  to  pafs.     I  know  that  Iboie 
Philofophers  have  laid  it  /down  as  a  PrindpieY 
0  frivatiane  sd  babitum  nm  d^m  regrsffm  :   TiiaC 
there  is  n$  refioratum  of  the  fame  Beingy  after  a 
total  Corruption  and  Dtjffolution  4>f  it*     Bat  I  may 
fay  to  fuch>  as  our  Sariour  (aid  to  the  Saddu^ 
Mar.  22. 29.  COS  J  Te  do  err^  not  knowingthe  Seriftures^  nor  the 
Power  of  God.    For  there  is  no  Do&rtue  oiore 
expreflV  taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  than 
that  of  the  Reforcedlon ;  and  becanfe  of  my 
time,  Til  cite  but  one  Text  in  the  room  of 
joh.  J.  28,  many.     The  Hour  is  xoming^  when  aU  that  ara 
'*^*  in  the  Grafves  fhall  hear  his  f^oice^  and  come  forth  j 

thsy  that  have  done  Good^  to  the  RefurreBion  of 
iatfe  \  atjj  they  that  have  dene  Evilj  to  the  Refur^' 
re£Honiff  Damnatien*  I  fli^H  only  name  a  few 
Heads  of  Argument,  and  fo  p^  on. 

I  •  God  hath  appointed  a  Day  in  the  which 
he  will  jodg  the  World,  which  is  an  infallible 
proof  of  the  Certainty  of  the  Refurredion  i 
for  the  World  cannot  be  judged,  unlds  the 
Dead  rife  :  nor  is  it  rational  to  imagine,  diat 
at  the  general  Judgment,  naked  human  Spirits 
ihould  appear  without  their  Bodies  j  iince 
the  Apoftle  cxprefly  fays,  that  we  mufi  all  af^ 
^Cor.$,\o, fear  before  the  Judgment^Seat  of  ChriSl^  thateve^ 
ry  one  may  receive  the  things  done  in  his  Body^ 
according  to  that  he  bath  done^  whether  it  be  good 
er  bad* 

2.  Chrift 
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2.  Chrilt  hath  not  (mly  redeemed  the  Souls, 
bat  the  Bodies  of  his  People  :  for  the  the  Body 

be  aa  iaferiour  part  of  Man,  yet  it  is  an  eflen- 
tial  part,  and  the  Law  of  God  binds  the  whole 
Man,  not  the  Soul  only  v  for  that  the  Obe- 
dience we  yield  to  the  Divine  Law,  is  the  Obe- 
dience of  the  entire  Man  :  So  if  in  any  inftance 
we  violate  the  Law,  the  Guilt  devolves  upon 
the  entire  Perfon,  whether  it  be  a  Sin  of  the 
Flelh,  or  of  the  Spirit  i  I  mean  whether  it  be 
performed  by  the  Inftrumentality  of  the  bo- 
dily Members,  or  fomething  of  a  very  ab- 
ftraded  Nature  that  pafTes  only  in  the  Mind. 
The  Reafon  of  this  is  very  evident  ^  for  whe- 
ther we  ferve  God,  or  fin  againft  him,  'tis 
with  the  Soul  and  Body  in  conjundion:  So 
that  unlefs  the  Body  rife,  neither  the  Recom- 
pences  of  rewarding  Goodnefs  can  be  fully  be- 
ftow'd,  nor  the  Punifhments  of  revenging  Juf- 
tice  entirely  executed.  And  why  that  Body 
which  is  redeem'd,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Soul,  and  hath  been  a  Partner  with  it,  both 
in  ferving  of,  and  fufFering  for  Chrift,  ihould 
not  be  rais'd  and  made  compleatly  happy  in 
Union  with  the  Soul  for  ever,  no  reafoa  can 
be  afljgn'd. 

3.  That  Doctrine  which  the  A^oftlc  Paul 
preached  by  Infpiration,  and  fupported  by 
Scripture,  and  fuffered  for  the  preaching  of, 
mnfl:  needs  be  infallibly  true  ;  but  this  he 
did  with  regard  to  the  Refurreftion :  Afts  23* 
6,  Of  the  Hope  and  RefurreUion  of  the  Dead^  am 
I  called  in  quefiion* 

4.   It  is  moft   certain,    that  the  Covenant 

of  Grace  exceeds   that   of  Works  j   which 

k  cannot  do,    unlefs  it  be  infallibly  certain, 

that  the  Dead  Ihall  rife  and  never  die  more : 

4?  for 
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for  if  Mam  had  never  finned,  he  might  hare 
lived  for  ever. 

5.  The  Refarreftion  of  the  Body  may  be 
argued  from  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul: 
For  tho  the  Soul  can  fubfift  without  the  Body, 
yet  it  being  created  to  inhabit  in  the  Body, 
there  is  a  natural  defire  of  Union :  and  there- 
fore no  Perfon,  while  Soul  and  Body  is  fepara- 
ted,  can  be  fo  fully  happy  as  their  Nature  will 
admit  of,  and  as  they  defire  to  be  ^  nor  fo  com- 
pleatly  miferable,  as  when  Soul  and  Body  are 
united. 

6.  Another  Argument  may  be  drawn 
from  the  RefurreSion  of  Chriftj   and  this  is 

iCor.iMi.the  Apoftle  Paulh  great  Argument:  Now  if 
Chrifi  be  preached  that  he  arofe  from  the  Dead, 
how  fay  fome  among  you  that  there  is  no  Refur* 
retHon  of  the  Dead  ?  q.  d.  If  Chrilt  be  rifen^ 
then  'tis  infallibly  certain  that  the  Dead  (hall 

vcr.  13.  rife  i  for  he  adds  in  the  next  Verfe,  that  if  there 
be  no  RefurreSion  of  the  Dead^  then  is  Chrifi  not 
rifen.  But  the  Apoftle  had  before  aflerted  and 
proved  the  Refurreftion  of  Chrlft,  and  from 
that  he  argues  the  Refurreftion  of  the  Dead. 
Indeed  this  refers  principally  to  the  Members 
of  his  Myftical  Body,  who  {hall  be  rais'd  as 
united  to  him. 

Laftly^  If  the  Dead  rife  not,  it  muft  be 
either  thro  a  defed  of  the  Divine  Power,  or 
Divine  Knowledg,  or  elfe  it  is  a  thing  unne- 
ceflary  or  impoffible.  There  is  no  defeft  ia 
the  Divine  Power,  for  God  is  Omnipotent  j 
neither  is  there  any  in  the  Divine  Knowledg, 
he  being  Omnifcient:  for  there  is  no  Particle 
of  a  Human  Body,  tho  it  has  receiv'd  a  thou- 
fand  different  Modifications,  but  the  Eye  of 
God  can  diftinguilh  to  what  Body  it  belongs, 

and 
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and  his  Power  range  it  in  it's  due  place  and 
order.  Again,  the  Refurreftion  infers  no  con- 
tradiftion,  therefore  'tis  not  impoflible  %  there  is 
no  Contradiaion  in  this,  that  that  Duft  which 
was  made  out  of  nothing,  which  afterwards 
composed  various  human  Creatures,  being  a- 
gain  reduc'd  to  Duft,  fhould  form  the  fame 
Bodies  that  once  they  conftituted.  Now  all 
things  are  poffible  with  God,  which  do  not 
involve  in  the  very  nature  of  'em  Contradic- 
tions. That  the  Refurreftion  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary,  is  evident  \  for  without  this  the  World 
cannot  be  judged,  and  fo  there  can  be  no 
Rewards  or  Punifliments. 

But,  Thirdly^  we  are  to  confider  Joh\  fteddy 
Faith  concerning  the  Identity  or  Samemfs  of 
the  dying  and  riftng  Body  \  for  fays  he,  in 
my  Flejh  (/.  e.  in  my  own  Fle(h)  JhaH  I  fee  God. 
Thefe  words  are  very  expreffive,  and  fignify 
to  us  that  he  believed  that  not  only  the  fame 
fpecifical,  but  that  the  fame  numerical  Body 
Ihould  be  raifed  that  died  ;  not  only  the  fame 
Body  for  kind,  but  for  fubftance :  and  this 
matter  might  be  eafily  eftablilh'd,  had  I  time. 

ifiy  We  might  argue  from  the  fignification 
of  the  word,  which  in  propriety  of  Speech  doth 
fignify  a  Revival,  or  araifingup  of  fomething 
that  fell  or  died,  or  elfe  it  cannot  be  faid 
properly  to  be  a  Refurreftion.  When  I  fay 
there  ftiall  be  a  Refurreftion  of  the  Dead,  i 
muft  intend  thus  much,  viz..  That  the  Bodies 
of  Men  that  have  livM,  and  are  dead,  fhall  re- 
vive and  rife  again.  ^Moreover  we  may  cbferve, 
that  Death  in  Scripture  is  called  a  Sleepy  and 
the  Refurredion  an  awakening  out  of  it :  Many 
that  fle^f  in  the  Dufi  of  the  Earthy  (Ijall  awake. 
And  fome  render  the  words  of  the  Text  thus  ^ 
'       '         ^  I  ^     •  And 
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Job  i^,  26,  jirtd  after  I  Jhall  awake j  tho  this  Body  JhaB  he  de-' 
fir  of  d  yet  out  of  my  Flejh  Jhall  I  fee  God.  Now 
this  term  would  be  wholly  improper,  if  the 
very  fame  Body  that  fell  alleep  by  Death,  was 
not  awaken'd  in  the  RefurreSion. 

idly.  From  thofe  places  of  Scripture,  that 
do  inform  us  what  the  Repofitorics  of  the  Dead 
(hall  give  upj  Death j  and  HeU^  and  the  Sea^ 
Rev. 20.13.  and  the  Grave ^  JljaU  give  vf  their  Dead.  Now 
if  thofe  very  Dead  that  were  laid  in  the 
Grave,  and  in  the  Sea,  were  not  furrendred, 
it  would  be  no  Refurredion  •,  and  thefe  Ex^ 
preflions  would  be  improper  and  unintelligible  : 
for  if  God  Almighty  fhould  produce  new  Bo- 
dies from  other  Matter,  it  cojuld  not  be  faid 
with  truth,  that  either  the  Sea,  or  the  Grave, 
gave  up  their  Dead  j  for  if  either  of  them  fur- 
render  up  their  Dead,  it  mult  be  the  very  fame 
Dead  that  w  ere  laid  in  'em. 

Sdlyj  This  might  be  further  argued  from 
the  acceflion  of  new  Qualities  that  (hall  be 
beltowed  on  the  raised  Bodies  of  the  Saints. 
I  ccr.15.  About  which  the  Apoftle  is  vcryexprefs;  This 
Corruptible  mufi  put  on  Jncorruption  (this  very 
fame  corruptible  Body  j  and  this  Mortal  mufi  put 
on  Immortality. 

j^hly^  We  might  argue  from  the  Tranr* 
lation  of  Enoch  and  Elijah^  if  they  went  into 
Heaven  with  their  own  Bodies,  tho  with  diffe- 
rent Qualities  than  what  they  had  before ; 
why  (hould  ^ny  fuppofe  that  the  Bodies  of 
others  (hould  be  kept  out  of  that  place,  and 
only  new  created  ones  admitted  in  ? 

%thly^  The  Refurredion  of  our  Saviour  is 
a  proof  of  this  i  our  bleffed  Lord  arofe  from 
the  Dead  with  the  very  fame  numerical  Body 
that  hung  upon  the  Crofs,  and  was  laW  in 
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the  Tomb.  This  no  Man  cart  deny  who  be- 
lieves the  Scriptures,   which  inform  us  that 

he  arofe  mth  the  very  print  of  the  Nails  in  his 
Hands  and  Feety  and  of  the  Spear  in  his  Side* 
There  are  many  other  very>folid  Arguments 
to  prove  the  Identity  of  the  dying  and  rifing 
Body,  which  I  have  not  time  to  name,  nor 
to  ftate  the  difference  between  the  Refurrec- 
tion  of  the  Juft  and  Unjuft,  or  to  make  any 
return  to  thofe  Objeftions  that  are  framed  by 
Scepticks  and  Infidels  againft  this  great  Article 
of  Faith  J   but  muft  pafs  on  to  the 

Fourth  thing,  to  confider  the  Happinefs  Job 
expeSed  confequent  upon  this ;  that  was,  his 
enjoying  the  Fifwn  of  God :  Whom  (fays  he)  / 
fhall  fee  for  my  felfy  and  mine  Eyes  fhall  beholdy 
and  not  another,  God  may  be  underftood  here 
abfolutely,  for  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  or  per- 
fonally  for  Jefus  Chrift. 

Now  concerning  this  Vifion  of  God,  I  mult 
but  very  briefly  give  you  the  following  ac* 
count. 

(i,)    The  Views    the  Saints  Ihall  have  of  1 

the  Divine  Majefty  in  the  other  World,  (hall 
be  intire  and  perfeftly  clear :  for  when  Faith 
is  turned  into  Fijion^  wejhall  fee  God  face  to  face  5 
that  is,  we  fhall  have  the  moft  clear,  and 
bright,  and  full  manifeftation  of  his  Favour 
and  Love  :  the  Scripture  tells  us,  IVe  Jhall 
knowy  even  as  we  are  known:  [as]  is  a  Kote  of 
Similitude  here,  not  of  Equality.  I  fay,  we 
fhall  have  a  bright  and  clear  profpeft  of  the 
Divine  Being,  our  Faculties  and  Powers  fhall 
be  more  capacious  and  refined,  and  the  Divine 
Light  fiiall  fhine  with  dired  Beams  upon  os^ 
fo  that  the  Soul  cannot  but  have  the  molt 
""  clear  Vifion  of  God.  -•••   *  - 

I  a  Here 
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Here  might  be  coa&dered  diltindly» 
The  Objea, 
The  Medium,  and 
The  vifiYC  Faculty  orPow^r* 

The  Objelt  is  God :  The  Medium  Chrift; 
For  I  confefs  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that 
the  Glory  that  ihall  be  exhibited  to  our 
vifive  fimtTy  &all  be  thro  the  glori&ed  Hu- 
manity of  our  dear  Redeemer.  In  a  word,^ 
our  Vifion  of  God  (hall  be  fo  clear,  that 
we  IhaU  be  paft  all  danger  of  miftaking^ 
concerning  the  Divine  Nature  ;  our  Ligh? 
IhaU  be  fo  bright  and  certain,  that  we  (baU 
be  delivered  both  from  Doubts  and  from  Er- 
rors. In  Heaven  the  great  Myfiery  of  God- 
linefs  will  be  made  fUin^  and  we  ihall  have 
a  perfeft  view  of  the  Scheme  of  our  Redemp- 
tion i  there  the  dark  Scenes  of  Providence  will 
open,  and  the  Volume  of  the  Eternal  Decrees 
ihall  be  unfolded ,  and  that  which  was  a  fcan- 
dal  to  the  Reafon,  and  has  often  fhaken  the 
Faith  of  Chriftians,  ihall  appear  without  any 
veil  of  Darknefs  upon  it. 
(2,)  This  Vifion  Ihall  be  aOimilating  :  b 

I  Job.  2.3.  doth  not  yft  apfear  (faith  the  Apoftle)  whatw€ 
Jhall  h  i  but  this  we  knowy  that  when  he  ap^ 
fears  J  wefitaU  be  like  him:   for  we  Jhatt  fee  him 

fhUj.ult.  as  he  is.  As  for  me  (faith  the  Pfalmift)  /  wiU 
behold  thy  Fau  in  Righteoufnefs :  When  I  awake^ 
I  Jhallbefatisfiedwith  thylikenefs.  ^  It  feems  to 
be  equally  n^ceflary  for  our  Happinefs  and 
our  Joy,  to  partake  of  the  Glory  of  God, 
.  as  well  as  to  behold  it.  In  Heaven  we  Ihall 
be  made  like  God  in  Holinefs,  and  in  Love  \ 

•  Vid,  Mr.  How*/  Bhffcdnefs  of  the  Ri^btfoufnefs,  p.58. 

fuch 
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fuch  Flames  Ihall  be  kindled  in  our  Breafts,  that 
ihaQ  never  laaguifli  or  die. 

(3.)  It  will  be  an  appropriating  fight  of 
God  V  as  we  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is^  fo  we 
Ihall  fee  him  as  our  God:  there  will  be  fome- 
thing  very  peculiar  in  our  looking  upon  him, 
which  fhall  be  with  high  fatisfaftion  and  ex- 
traordinary pleafure-  For  Sight  without  In- 
tereft,  as  one  well  exprefles  it,  is  like  the  Light 
of  a  Glow-worm  which  is  without  any  heat. 
Indeed  one  of  the  School-men  places  Happi- 
nefs  in  the  intelledual  part  only,  in  the  bare 
feeing  of  God\  but  there  are  others  that  place 
it  in  the  Aft  of  the  Will,  in  the  enjoying  of 
God:  but  certainly  it  is  the  fafeft  way  to  place 
it  in  both  ;  for  in  Heaven  they  will  never 
be  divided. 

(4.)   This  Vifion    will    be  delightful  and 
fatisfying:  I  fhall  be  fatisfied  when  I  awake  with  pc^^jy^^f^ 
thy  likenefs.    How  great  mult  be  the  Joy,  the 
Delight,  the  Pleafure,  the  Satisfadion,  that 
this  fight  of  God  fhall  bring  into  the  Soul  ? 
The  Saints,  while  they  remain  in  the  Church 
Militant,  have  fometimes  an  unfpeakable  Joy 
fpriugs  up  in  their  Souls :  What  Extafy  and 
Rapture    fhall  they  feel,    when  tranflated  to 
the  Church  Triumphant?  How  aimable  and 
pleafing  are  the  Beams  of  the  Sun  here  ?    But 
how  (fays  one)   would   a  Man  be  furprii'd, 
if  he  were  at  the  Spring  of  that  Univerfal 
Fire,  and  faw  how  it  rifes,  and  how  it's  ma- 
naged ?  The  Delight  that  a  Child  of  God  has 
below^    is  not  comparable  to  that  which  he 
fhall  enjoy  when  ahove^  and  he  makes  nearer 
Approaches  to  the  inaccefTible  Light.  . .  %  ..  . 

I  do  not  doubt  but  the  Queen  of  Sheba  did  "  ^'.  , 
very  much  admire  the  Wildom,  the  Glory, 
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and  the  Pomp  of  Solomon^  when  her  kaowlcdg 
of  him  was  only  grounded  upon  Report  \  bat 
when  (he  faw  his  Conduft,  heard  his  Wifdopa, 
and  beheld  his  Magnificence,  flie  was  throwa 
izh^^io.s.  into  an  Extafy,  and  the  Profped  cven.ravifliM 
away  her  Soul  j  fhe  faints  with  Admiratian, 
and  almoft  dies  with  Wonder,  for  there  was 
no  more  Spirit  in  her.  But  alas  !  what  was 
that  to  the  furprizirig  fight  which  we  ftiall 
have,  if  we  get  fafe  to  Heaven !  What>aa  Ex*? 
tafy  of  Joy  {hall  the  gtorificd  Saints  have  in 
that  Tre fence  where  is  Fnlnefs,  of  Joy^  and  fUx^^ 
fares  for  evermore  f 

Laftlyj  Our  fight  of  God  will  be  perpetual 
and  eternal.  Here  on  Earth  wc  have  an  impcr- 
fed  View,   we  fee  Cod  one  day,  and  it  may 
•  be  the  next  Jic  hides  his  Eace  from  us  in  ^n 

aingry  Cloud ;  but  in  Heaven  our  figfet  cff  God 
ihall  never  be  interrupted^  nor  any  Cloud 
obfcure  the  Vifion  of  his  Face;  there  v^  fliall 
lee  him  thro  an  endlefs  Eternity. 

Thus  have  I,  by  the  little  that  I  have  fpoken, 
repjrefented  the  Vifion  of  God,  as  a  wonder- 
ful Felicity,  and  a  furprizing  Wonder.  And 
tho  we  (hall  underftand  it  better  by  Enjoy- 
ment, yet  our  perpetual  Wonder  wiU  mingle 
with  our  everlafting  Hallelujahs. 

Fifthly^  Here  is  the  time  when  Job  exp^cd 
this  Happinefs,  and  that  was  at  the  latter  Day  ; 
tit  which  time  the  Text  aflures  us,  that  the  Re- 
deemer (hould  ftand  upon  the  Earth.  By  latter 
Day  I  underftand  the  &me  Period  of  time  which 
in  the  New-Teftament  Language  is  called  the 
joh.s.^f,  UftDay:  When  that  limited  fpace  of  time 
4^^  which  God  hath  fet  for  his  Peoples  lying  in  the 

Grave,  is  e\aps^d  and  run  out,  then  fliall  the 
•Redeemer  defcend  upoiithe  Eartb,and  caufe  the 

Members 
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Members  of  bis  Myftical  Body  inftaataneoufly  to 
arife  and  fpring  from  their  Beds  of  Duft.  I 
know  thatfome  interpret  thefe  words  of  the' 
Redeemer's  ftanding  nfon  the  Earth  at  the  latter 
Day^  to  refer  to  our  Saviour's  Incarnation,  and 
others  to  his  Refurreftion  :  Some  refer  'em  to 
the  Lord's  appearing  in  the  Air  over  the  Earth. 
There  are  feveral  other  Senfes  given  of  thefe 
words,which  I  do  not  omit  reciting  becaufe  con- 
troverted amongft  Learned  Men,  but  becaufe  I 
have  not  time,  neither  think  them  proper 
for  a  popular  Auditory.  I  proceed  now  to 
fome  brief  Application. 

Firft^  Hence  we  fee  of  what  neceffity  it  is  to 
get  an  Intereft  in   the  Ltird  Redeemer  j  for 
fuch  only  have  ground   to  expedk  this  com- 
fortable fight  of   Chrift.      Without  fJolinefs  no  ^^^-''^l^' 
Man  Jhall  ever  fee  the  Lord.      Blejfed  are  the    *'*  ^' 
fure  in  hearty   for  they  jhall  fee  God. 

Secondly^  What  an  acccffion  to  the  Riches 
of  the  Church,  are  the  VVritings  of  the  New 
Teftament,  that  caft  fuch  a  Light  upon  the 
Doftrine  of  the  Refurreftion. 

TToirdly^    Let  what  hath  been  fpokeh  arm 
Chriftians  agaiuft  the  flavifli  Fears  of  Deat;h. 
iDeath,  tho  a  common  Theme  of  Difcourfe, 
carries  Terror  in  the  very  found  of  itj  and        W- 
when  thofe  that   are   at  cafe,    and  promife 
themfelvcs  a  long  and  merry  Life,  are  admo- 
Dilhed  of  the  jhortnefs  of  their  Time,  by  the 
Mcffengers  of  Death,  they  are  like  Beljhaz.z.arj 
when  he  faw  the  Fingers  of  a  Hand  writing   ..^^^ 
fome  myftical  Charafters  which  he  underftood    ^^^^ 
not :  His  Thoughts  troubled  hintj  his  Knees  fmote  Dan.^.^. 
me    againfi   another^    and    his  Countenance   was 
changed.    Thus  it  is  with  an  unprepared  Soul 
at  the  approach  of  Death. 

I  4  But 
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But  blefTed  be  God  it  was  not  thus  with 
our  Deceafed  Friendy  who  tho  he  had  received 
the  Sentence  of  Death  in  himfelf  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  before  the  blow  was  given, 
yet  he  was  got  beyond  the  Deftre  of  Life^  and 
above  the  Fears  vf  Death :  of  whom  I  {hall 
fpeak  nothing  but  words  of  Truth  and  So- 
bernefs.  I  had  the  benefit  of  his  Acquaintance 
for  about  fixteen  years,  and  I  always  difco- 
ver'd  in  him  the  moft  undifTembled  Piety. 
God  touched  his  Heart  betimes,  he  feared 
the  Lord  from  his  Youth,  and  devoted  to 
Heaven  the  firfl:  and  the  belt  part  of  his  time^ 
and  to  me  it  was  an  Argument  of  his  great 
Sincerity,  that  he  embraced  Religion  when  its 
Profeflbrs  were  perfecuted  and  imprifoned  i 
and  what  he  himfelf  fuffered,  was  not  a  little 
from  the  hands  of  thofe  that  had  the  power 
over  him.  When  the  Storm  blew  over,  and 
Chriftians  immerged  from  the  black  Cloud 
that  overfpread  them,  heftill  retained  his  Cau- 
tion, hisStriftnefs,  and  his  clofe  walking  with 
God,  always  exprefling,  as  far  as  I  obferv'd, 
a  great  deal  of  Modefty  and  Humility  in  his 
Carriage  and  Conduft.  He  was  one  that  paid 
a  Deference  and  Refpeft  to  all  that  bore  the 
Image  of  Chrift,  under  what  Denominatioa 
foever  they  pafled :  and  I  muft  fay,  that  1  al- 
ways found  him  an  afFedionate,  true  and  laft- 
ing  Friend. 

He  was  very  found  in  the  Doftrine  of  Chrift's 
Satisfadion,  and  free  Jultificationby  theRigh- 
teoufnefs  of  Chrift  alone,  and  the  other  great 
Articles  of  the  Chriftian  Faith  :  and  I  think 
all  that  knew  him  muft  fay,  that  abating  hu- 
man Frailties,  (for  no  Man  liveth  and  fnneth 
not)  his  Converiiation  was  futabie  to  his  Pro- 
ii..:  .    .  feffion : 
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feffi^tt :  So  that  he  generally  had  a  great  calm 
within. 

When  I  firft  vifited  him  in  his  laft  Illncfs, 
which  was  a  few  days  before  he  underwent  a 
terrible  *  Operation,  which  to  mention  is  e- 
nough  almoft  to  chill  our  Blood :  I  fay,  when 
1  firft  vifited  him,  I  prefently  enquired  how 
things  ftood  between  God  and  his  Soul.  He 
told  me  all  things  were  well,  that  he  had  a  full 
aflurance  of  the  Love  of  God,  and  ftrong  Con- 
folation  flowed  into  his  Soul  from  the  many 
great  and  excellent  Promifes  which  were  im- 
prelTed  upon  his  Mind  i  and  this  he  delivered 
with  fuch  an  air  of  Humility,  andfucha  mix- 
ture of  Brokennefs  for  the  Remainders  of  in- 
dwelling Sin,  as  would  even  have  diflblved  a 
Rock,  and  caufed  a  Flint  to  flow.  Moreover, 
he  told  me,  he  was  fo  perfeftly  refigned  to  the 
Will  of  God,  that  if  God  fhould  bid  him  chufe 
forhimfelf,  he  would  refer  it  back  to  God  to 
chufe  for  him,  whether  Life  or  Death. 

I  then  inquired  whether  the  malicious  Ad- 
verfary  of  Souls  had  not  given  him  fome  inter- 
ruption during  his  weaknefs.  He  fignified  to 
me,  that  he  had  been  violently  aflaulted  but  a 
little  before,  but  that  Jefus  foon  bruifed  the 
Devil  under  his  feet. 

I  then  enquired  of  him,  that  if  the  Lord 
fhould  remove  him  by  Death,  whether  he  died  in 
prfeB  Charity  with  all  the  World  f  He  readily 
told  me  he  did  ^  and  he  earneftly  wifhed  that- 
he  were  capable  of  doing  any  thing  that  might 
ferve  the  true  Intereft  of  the  greateft  of  his 
Enemies.    Several  other  things  pafled,  which 


♦sijtf  wtf5  cut  fw  tht  Stone  a  pn  days  before  bis  Pe^ttb^ 

^'  were 
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were  favory  and  folid^  but  I  cannot  eaCIy  recol* 
lea  them. 

When  I  vifited  him  again,  about  a  day  or  two 
before  his  Death,  returning  to  the  fame  Quef- 

tions,  he  told  me  ail  was  well,  tnac  he  longed 
to  be  at  home  y  and  the  fame  day  faid  to  his  ftr- 
viving  Half,  I  am  going,  I  am  going  to  my^  Gody 
and  your  God :  for  he  could  fay  with  Job  in  the 
Text,  /  know  that  my  Redeemer  Uveth^  and  thac 
he  Jhall  fiand  at  the  latter  Day  upon  the  Earth  j 
and  tho  after  my  sUn  Worms  deftroy  this  Body^ 
yet  in  my  Flejh  Jhall  I  fee  God ;  with  thefe  Eyes  of 
mine  Jhall  I  heboid  him  for  my  felfy  and  not  for 
another.  And  the  Reafon  why  he  defircd  that 
this  Text  mightjbe  preached  upon,  was,  becaufe 
the  Lord  madeufe  of  thefe  words  firft  of  all  for 
his  Converfion,  in  a  Funeral  Sermon  he  heard 
from  them :  and  if  his  requeft  in  this  Matter, 
and  the  performance  of  it  be  fucceeded  by  Hea- 
ven to  the  benefit  of  any,  let  the  Glory  be  gi- 
ven to  God. 

And  now  to  you  his  forrowfut  Widovp^   and 

you  his  mournful  Friends^  ftop  your  Tears  i  for 

our  Friend  is  not  dead,  but  fleepeth.    Death 

approached  him  without  a  Sting,  and  he  hath 

changed  our  Society  for   Abraham\  Bofom, 

-   where  he  fhall  never  more  be  indifpofed  by  Sick- 

nefs,  or  the  difquieting  Tortures  of  the  Stone. 

His  Body   we  are  going   to  commit  to  the 

Duft,  but  his  Soul  is  fled  to  the  Regions  of 

•  Eternal  Day :    Therefore   let   tu    not  farrow  as 

thofe  without  hope  j  for  if  we  believe  that  Jefus 

diedy   and   rofe  again^    even  fo  them  alfo  which 

Jleep  in  Jefm^  wUl  God  bring  with  him*    


The 
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The  Natural  Frailty  of  Princes 
Cmjiderd^ 

I  N    A 

SERMON 

FreacUM  the  2^th  of  March,  1702. 

Upon  the  lad  Occafion  of  the 
Death  of  the  late  High  and  Mighty  Prince 

WILLIAM  the  Third, 

King  of  UKGLAKV,  &c. 
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To  the  Right^onour&ble 

CHARLES 

Earl  of  PeterhMTOMghy  &c 

My  Lord; 

HEN  I  had  Ajstermin^d  to 
comply  mth  the  Requefi  of  my 
Auditors^  in  fublifhing  this 
hafly  Comfofurej  Gratitude 
obliged  me  to  infcribe  it  to  your 
Name :  For  tho  the  Sermon  is  not  in  a  Drefs 
fit  to  wait  on  your  Lordfhipj  yet  knowing  that 
Men  of  the  greateft  Penetration  are  of  the 
mofi  extenfive  Charity,  I  nw  incoura^d 
not  to  let  flip  the  frfi  Opportunity  to  make  a 
public k  Acknowledgment  to  your  Lordjbipj 
how  fenfible  I  am  of  the  Honour  your  Lord- 
jbip  hath  done  me  and  my  Friends  on  fever al 
Occafwns ;  chufing  rather  to  be  cenfur'^d  for 
my  Vncorre£tnefsy  than  to  fall  under  the  Im- 
putation of  Ingratitude. 

4.  My 
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My  Lord  J  I  do  nof^  in  the  following  Dif^ 
courfe^^  Attemft  the  Hijtory  of  the  late  Kjng 
WiUiam  the  Third^  but  only  glance  on  a  few 
thif^Sy  mth  much  Simflicityy  that  aggravate 
the  NatiofPs  Lofs:  A  Lofsl  vajl  as  our 
Hopes^  and  general  as  our  Grief. 

lam  fur e your  Lordjbifs  unjhaken  Loyalty 
far  our  late  Sovereign  of  Glorious  Memory y 
and  your  known  Zjal  for  the  Protejlant  Re- 
ligion and  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  are  fo 
greaty  that  they  leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  your 
candid  Acceptance  of  the  meanefi  Ferfor-* 
mances  fmcerely  deftgn^dto  celebrate  the  Me^^ 
nM>ry  of  the  bejt  of  KJngs^  and  to  imfrove 
this  fad  Lofs  to  GodCs  Glory^  and  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Practical  Religion. 

That  your  Lordjbif  and  your  Noble  Family^ 
as  they  fre  here  the  Patrons  of  Vertue^  and 
Pefenders  of  Liber ty^  may  hereafter  fhine  in 
Regions  of  Blifs^  is  the  earnejl  Prayer  of^ 

My  Lord, 

/Your  Lordlhip's  very  Hunjblc 
and  Obliged  Servant, 

John  Pigqott. 
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futnot  your  truft  i?i  princes ^  nor  in  the 
Son  of  Many  in  whom  there  is  no 
Help. 

His  !Breath  goeth  forth^  he  returneth  to 
hs! Earthy  in  that  yery  day  his  Thoughts 

HE  Angels  never  die,  but  are 
immortal  as  the  Souls  of  Men. 
Death  cannot  enter  the  Celef- 
tial  Palace,  tho  it  makes  fre- 
quent Vifits  to  the  Courts  of 
Princes.  This  lower  World  is 
the  Pbce  of  its  Reign,  the  upper  Regions  arc 
free  from  its  Tyranny.  Hete  all  that  defcend 
from  the  firft  Adam^  however  diftinguiflied  by 
Titles  of  Honour,  cannot  be  exempted  from 
the  Stroke  of  Death. 

They  th2it  arc  Titular  Gods  J  lifted  up  above 
the  reft  of  their  Fellow-Creatures,  yet  die  like  pfai.Sa.^, 
Men.    There  is  a  vaft  diftance  betwixt  a  Prince  7. 
and  a  Sobjed;  while^iving,  but  Death  puts  both 
opoa  a  IcveU    they  He  down  alike  in  the  Dufi^ 

and 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


1 18  A  Sermon  on  the  Death 

Job.  21.  iCand  the  Worms  JhaS  cover  them.  Death  is  that 
arbitrary  Prince  that  overthrows  all ;  r^ir  Fa- 

2ach.i.^.  thersj  where  are  tbeyf  0ul  the  Pr^etSj  do  they 
live  for  ever?  They  whom  God  hath  honouml 
with  the  higheft  Dignity  in  the  Church,  have 
fallen  by  Death,  as  well  as  the  Noble  and 
Powerful  Guardians  of  the  State:  Thcricheft 
Princes,  the  greateft  Heroes,  the  brigheft  E^x- 
amples  of  Virtue,  muft  die  as  well  as  other 
Men.  Death  is  a  Monarch,  that  HOt  only  emp- 
ties Cottages,  but  unthrones  Princes,  and  on 
a  fudden  changes  a  glittering  Palace  into  a  dark 
Houfe  of  Mourning. 

A  fad  Inftance  hereof  we  have  lately  feen,  in 
the  furprizing  and  much  lamented  Death  of 
that  High  and  Mighty  Prince  WII^LIAM  III. 
King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  What  dfe 
is  proper  to  be  made  oi  fo  dark  a  Providence, 
the  Words  of  the  Text  inform  us. 

Put  not  your  Truftin  Princes^  nor  in  the  Son  of 
Man^  in  whom  there  is  no  Help.  His  Breath  goeth 
forth^  he  returneth  to  his  Earttt^  in  that  niery  d^y 
his  Thovghts  perijh.  la  which  Words  we  may 
obferve, 

Firfly  A  Dchortation^  Put  not  your  Trufi  in 
Princes^  nor  in  the  Son  of.  Man. 

Secondly^  The  Reafo;i  upon  which  'tiis  foun- 
ded, and  that  is,  the  utter  Incapacity  of  Prin- 
ces to  help  and  fave  thof?  that  truft  in  them; 
which  the  Pfalmift  docs  a^nplify  and  demon- 
ftrate  by  two  Things.      . 

lyf.  From  their  natural  Frailty,  th^y  are 
fubjeft  to  Death  as  well  as  other  Mea }  His 
Breath  goeth  forth^  he  returneth  to  his  Earth. 

2ly.  From  the  immediate  Confequence  of 
this,  as  foon  as  ever  he  expires  j  /«  that  v^y 
IXay  his  Thoughts  ferijh.   '     '  J[ 
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1  (hall  (as  God  Ihall  affift)  difcourfe  of 
thefe  Things  in  their  Order,  and  then  make 
fome  Improvement  fuitable  to  this  fad  Solem- 
nity, and  that  dark  Providence  we  are  now 
under. 

Firfi^  I  am  to  confider  the  Dehortatioo,  Tut 
not  your  Trufi  in  Trine es^^  nor  in  the  Son  of  Man* 
I  ihall  fum  up  vi^hat  I  have  to  fay  to  this  ge- 
neral Head  in  the  following  Propofitions. 

I.  Men  are  very  apt  to  place  too  great  Con- 
fidence in  crowned  Heads  -,  the  Truth  of  this 
may  be  learned  from  the  Hiftory  of  all  Ages, 
^nd  par  own  Experience  concurs  to  confirm  it. 
The  Pfalmill  tells  us,  'That  fome  trufi  in  Cha^  pfai.  ao.;; 
riots  and  fome  in  Horfes^  !•  e.  in  the  Strength 
and  Power  of  their  Governors.  There  is  not 
any  thiqg  more  common,  than  for  People  to  put 
.  a  mighty  Copfidepce  in  a  Prince  y  efpecially  if 
his  admirable  Qualities  haye  difttnguiihed  hiqi 
from  Qther  Monarchs  \  if  his  Courage  and  Con- 
ftancy;  have  reqdered  him  as  fuccefsful  in  the 
Toils  of  War,  as  he  .has  been  defervedly  fa- 
mous ior  his  Prudence  and  Piety  ^  the  Arts  of 
Government. 

v>ye  are  apt  to  think,  if  Men  of  Power  a,re 
X)q  our  fidte,  that  owr  Mountain  fiands  fo  ftrong  pf^^j  ^^^^ 
it  cannfverbe  moved '^  and  fo  flatter  pur  felves  7. 
.with  a  long  and  unfliaken  Felicity,  altho  we  fee 
that;  the  Fafhion  of.  this  Wprld  i^  continually 
paffing  away,  ai^d  its  beft  and  brighfeft  Inh^r 
bitaAts  daily  taking  le^ve  of  if.-     Now  this 
fprings  from  our  Jlgnorancc,   and  the  narrow 
Compjifs  of  our  Tights,  together  with  the    , 
.Carnality  of  our  prefent  Conftitution,   which 
(as  one  expreftes  if)  ftrongly  inclines  us  to  de- 
pend upon  Princes,  either  for  the  obtaining 

K  what 
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what  we  defire,  or  the  preventing  what  we 
fear.  For  we  commonly  view  things  in  a  falfe 
and  deceiving  Light,  and  from  thence  take  aa 
eftimate  of  their  Sufficiency  and  Strength  j  not 
confidering  that  if  we  make  an  Arm  of  Flelh 
the  Objeft  of  our  Truft,  the  end  of  fuch  a  De- 
pendence will  be  ourConfufion.  Yet  thus  it 
was  with  us  generally  of  late,  tiD  God  con- 
vinced us  by  t err ible  Things  in  Righteovfnefs*^  for 
he  Ihook  the  Throne  like  Mount  Sinai^  and  we 
were  on  a  fudden  invelop'd  with  Clouds  and 
thick  Darknefs. 

2.  Tho  a  Prince  defcrves  ever  fo  well  from 
the  State  he  governs,  yet  he  is  not  abfolutely 
to  be  trufted  in.  Whoever  hath  an  entire  De- 
pendence upon  any  Creature  on  Earth,  expo- 
fes  himfelf  to  the  Curfe  of  Heaven.     Thus 

jcr.  17. 7.  faith  the  Lordj  Cur  fed  he  the  MaH  that  trnfieth  in 
Man^  andmaketh  Flejh  his  Arm^  and  tphofc  Heart 
departeth  from  the  Lord.  The  Jewijh  i!iation 
was  often  guilty  of  this  Sin  j  Til  only  mention 
an  inftance  or  two  wherein  God  discovers  his 
Difpleafure  againfl:  them  for  it.  One  is  that  of 
King  jifa ;   j4nd  at  that  time  Hanani  the  Seer 

^6^7^'  r^wf  to  Afa  King  of  Judah,  and  faid  unto  hiwj 
Becaufe  thou  hafi  relied  on  the  King  of  AlTyria,  and 
not  relied  on  the  Lord  thy  God>^  therefore  i$  the  Hoft 
of  the  King  ^^f  Afly  ria  ejcaped  out  of  thy  hands.  In- 
ftead  of  trufting  in  God,  he  placed  all  his  Confi- 
dence in  the  Strength  and  Power  of  his  Confede- 
rates and  Allies,  which  was  a  kind  of  renouncing 
God  as  an  Objeft  of  Truft  ^  and  herein  did  his 
Heart  wretchedly  depart  from  the  Lord.  A- 
gain,  how  does  God  aggravate  the  Crime  of 

lit.  31.  J.  the  j^4f/;rf/,  for  their  trufting  in  £g;yft/  The 
Egyptians  are  Men^  and  not  Gods.  So  that,  ia 
(hort,  to  place  an  abfolute  Trait  inFrinces,  is 

to 
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to  alienate  thfe  Rights  of  the  Godhead ;  'tis  to 
rot)  the  Deity  of  its  Glory,  and  to  torn  a 
Princieidto  a  provoking  Idol  of  Jealoufy.  God 
canaot  admit  of  Rivals  in  his  Throne,  for  he 
wiil  not  give  his  Glory  to  another - 

3-  'Tis  not  the  Defign  of  the  Royal  Pfalmift^ 
when  he  cautions  againft  putting  of  our  Truft: 
in  Princes,  to  depreciate  that  Faith  and  Credit^ 
that  Honour  and  Deference  which  is  due  to  all 
good  Kings  from  their  own  Subjefts.  The 
Pfalmift  himfelf  was  a  great. and  a  mighty 
Prince ;  and  we  cannot  reafonably  think,  that 
he  would  recommend  any  difloyal  Praftices. 
What  tho  he  tells  us  we  muft  not  truft  in  Prin- 
ces^ but  rather  advifes  to  place  our  Confidence 
in  Him,  by  whom  Kings  reign,  as  the  bell  and 
fafcit  courfe  ?  Yet  I  fay,  this  is  not  deligned  to 
le.ITen  the  Credit  and  Honour  of  Good  Kings; 
'tis  riot  to  render  them  contemptible  in  the 
Eyes  of  their  People,  as  unfit  to  be  regarded 
in  the  Civil  Affairs  of  Life,  and  the  Admini- 
ftratipns  of  Government.  The  Pfalmift  can- 
not fairly  be  underftood,  as  undervaluing  Kingly 
Dignityy  arid  reprefenting  Princes  as  ufelefs  Sta- 
tues ^  but,  as  I  intimated  before^the  Defign  of  the 
Caution  is  to  prevent  fuch  a  Truft  in  them^ 
as  is  exclufive  of  the  Divine  Providence. 

A  good  Prince,  as  he  is  the  fpecial  Care  o^ 
Heaven,  fq  he  is  an  extraordinary  Blefling  to 
a  People  \  ^tis  faid,  that  hevaufe  the  Lord  loved  i  Kii>gs  i^ 
Ifrael  for   tvet^    therefore  madi  he    thee^  King^9* 
(fpeaking  to  SolorHon)  to  do  Judgment  and  Juftice. 
The  Honour  that  is  due  to  a  Rightful  and  Law- 
ful Sovereign^  involves  in  it  all  Duty  and  Alle-^ 
gianccj  Wi;   th^  doing  mt  tittrioft  to  fupport  - 
his  Grdyifn  drtd  Dignity^  the  putting  the  mod 
tMAh4  Q^riftt-^^liofis  wjpon  hisAdions,  becaufe 
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a  Prince  may  have  Reafons  for  what  he  docs 

which  we  are  unacquainted  with.     The  Arcana 

Imperii  are  a  great  way  out  of  our  fight,  wha 

Ecci.  10.10.  are  at  a  diftance  from  the  Throne  :  Cnrfe  not  the 

Exod.  22.    King^  no  not  in  thy  Thought*     Thou  Jhalt  not  curfe 

the  Godsy  nor  revile  the  Ruler  of  thy  People. 

4.  No  Pretence  of  Allegiance  or  Duty  will 
juftify  our  Truft  in  a  Prince,  whofe  vifible  Con- 
duft  declares  his  Defiance  to  Heaven,  and  whole 
Arts  of  Government  are  levePd  againft  the 
Laws  of  God,  and  thofe  of  the  Realm  over 
which  he  prefides-  Magiftracy  is  an  Ordinance 
of  God ;  and  we  are  bound  by  Divine  Revela- 
tion, not  only  to  fear  God,  hut  to  honour  the 
King,  But  if  a  Prince  once  break  his  Corona- 
tion-Oath, and  invade  the  Liberties  of  his  Peo- 
ple, he  is  no  longer  a  Prince,  but  a  Tyrant ; 
for  certainly  the  People  have  as  juft  a  Right  to 
the  legal  Government  of  the  Prince,  as  the 
Prince  has  to  the  legal  Obedience  of  the  Peo- 
ple. *^  And  if  our  Monarchy  (as  ^  one  ob- 
*^  ferves)  be  in  the  very  Frame  and  Conftitu- 
"  tion  of  it  a  limited  Monarchy,  and  efta- 
"  bliftied  not  upon  the  Imperial  Laws  of  a  few 
^'  vifionary  Politicians,  but  upon  the  Funda- 
'^  mental  Laws  of  its  own  making,  orallow- 
"  ing ;  then  I  muft  folemnly  profefs,  that  ei- 
*'  ther  I  am  uncapable  of  judging  what  Senfe 
*^  and  Reafon  is,  or  it  muft  follow  that  an  ab- 
*'  folute  Monarch,  a  Prince  not  bounded  by 
^'  Law,  but  governing  only  by  the  Arbitrary 
*^  Motions  of  his  own  Will,  is  no  King 
"of  our  acknowledging  J    our  Conftitution 


♦  Dr,  Wake  in  hvi  Sermon  Reached  at  St»  JamcsV  Weftminfter, 

^  ^  *^  knows 
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"  knows  no  fuch  Monarch,   nor  did  we  ever 
**  oblige  our  felves  to  obey  fuch  a  one," 

Upon  thefe  Principles  proceeded  the  late 
happy  Revolution  in  88.  and  by  thefe  the 
Throne  of  our  Gracious  Sovereign  Queen  Anne 
is  eftablifhed,  tho  derived  to  her  by  a  long  Sue- 
ceffion  of  Royal  Anceftors. 

To  clofe  this  Head :  If  the  greateft  Prince 
upon  ^Earth  commands  that  which  is  contrary 
to  the  Word  of  God,  1  am  bound  to  perform 
my  Duty  to  God,  before  my  Allegiance  to  my 
Prince.  And  for  this  we  have  the  Determina- 
tion of  the  whole  College  of  Apoftles  ^  Then  j^^^^  ^  ^ 
Peter  and  the  of  her  Apoftles  anfwered  and  faidy 
We  aught  to  obey  God  rather  than  Man*  I 
proceed. 

Secondly^  To  confider  the  Reafon  of  the  De- 
hortation  in  my  Text,  why  we  are  not  to  put 
our  Truft  in  Princes  -,  and  this  is  founded  on 
the  Incapacity  of  Perfons  of  that  Charafter  to 
help  us :  Put  not  your  Truft  in  Princes^  nor  in  the 
Son  of  HdaHy  in  whom  there  is  no  Help.  If  it  be 
in  their  Power  to  relieve  us,  'tis  not  always  in 
their  Inclination;  and  if  they  have  a  Will  to 
proted  and  defend  us,  they  may  be  deftitute  .  .; 
of  Power-  'Tis  true.  Religious  Princes,  like 
the  holy  Angels,  excel  in  Strength,  when  their 
Thrones  are  fixed  in  the  Hearts  of  their  Sub- 
jefts  -,  yet  even  then  there  are  ten  thoufand 
Things  which  we  need,  that  they  cannot  be- 
ftow.  But  I  fhall  chufe  to  confider  the  Force  of 
this,  as  'tis  amplified  in  my  Text.  * .    ;* 

I,  The  Incapacity  of  Princes  to  help  us  is 
argued  from  their  natural  Frailty,  they  are 
fubjed  to  Death  as  well  as  other  Men :  His 
Breath  goeth   forth^   he  returneth  to   his  Earth. 

.    -  K  3  rxis 
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'Tis  a  lofty  Charader  which  the  Holy  GhoU 

f^Utu6.  gives  to  Princes  i  I  have  [aid  that  ye  are  Gods^ 
and  that  ye  are  all  the  Children  of  the  mofi  High. 
Yet  in  the  following  Words  he  fets  them  with 

?'*''?7r  the  loweftof  the  People,  for  he  adds,  Te  jhajl 
die  like  Men.  Princes  arte  diftinguiftied  from 
others  in  the  Quality  of  Living,  but  (as  one 
obferves)  they  are  under  the  fame  hard  and 
inflexible  JsecefTity  of  dyings  they  cannot  re- 
tain one  Ray  of  the  fuperficial  Luftre  of  their 
Crowns,   to   enlighten  the    dark  Shadow  of 

ffiil. 4-9. X7. Death:  Their  Glory  fiallmt  defcend  after  them. 
A  Court  lies  as  open  to  Difeafts  as  a  Cottage  ; 
Crowns  and  Scepters,  Armies  and  Fleets  can- 
not awe  or  bribe  the  King  of  Terrors.  Surly 
and  inexorable  Death  pays  no  more  deference 
to  a  ftrong  and  mighty  Hero,  crowned  with 
Laurels,  and  ufed  to  Viftories,  than  to  a  fee- 
ble Beggar  that  ftoops  almofl:  to  the  Earth  be- 
fore he  drops  into  it.  Jll  Flejh  is  Grafs^  and 
the  Glory  ef  it  as  the  Flower  of  the  Grafs.  Death 
ufes  no  Ceremony,  but  feizes  all  without  difp 
tinQ:ion,  rufhes  upon  a  Crowned  Head  as  fooa 
as  another:  hence  arifes  that  Proverbial  Ex- 
prefTion,  Strong  as  Death  that  fuhdues  aU^  cruel 

|;cfi.l.  I.  as  the  Gnrve  thdt  f pares  none*  There  is  na  Mart 
hath  power  $ver  fhe  Spirit  to  retain  the  Spirit^ 
neither  hath  he  power  in  the  day  of  Deaths  and 
there  is  no  Difcharge  in  that  War>  As  Royal 
Dull  cannot  be  diftinguilhed  from  Common 
Earth,  fo  Death  in  his  Approaches  pays  no 
more  refpea  to  him  that  fills  a  Throne,  than 

ffiJ.f^.f«.  to  one  that  languifhes  upon  a  Dunghil.  What 
Man  is  he  that  liveth^  and  Jhall  not  fee  Death  ? 
Shall  he  deliver  his  Soul  from  the  H^nd  of  the 
Crave  i  Selah.  If  Dying  be  the  way  of  all 
the  iiartb^  and  the  Grave  the  Houfe  appointed 

for 
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for  all  Living ;  then  Princes,  as  well  as  others, 
xnufl:  walk  in  the  Gloomy  Valley,  and  retire  to 
the  dark  Chambers  of  Death.  Their  Breath 
win  go  forth,  and  they  mult  return  to  their 
Earth.  Duft  at  firft  compofed  the  Royal  Fa- 
brick,  and  to  that  it  fhall  be  again  reduced. 
All  Human  Bodies  are  made  of  the  fame  frail 
Materials  i  and  the  primitive  Sentence,  Dufi 
thou  art  J  and  to  Dufi  thou  fhalt  return^  refpe6t$ 
the  Kings  of  the  Earth,  as  well  as  the  Sub- 
jeds  over  whom  they  reign. 

Nay,  the  Moral  Glory  of  a  Prince  will  no 
more  fecure  him  from  Death  than  his  Civil  . 
Grandeur  i  for  Good  and  Bad  fall  undiftin- 
guifh'd.  The  meek  Aiofes  King  of  Jejhurun^  as 
well  as  proud  Pharaoh  King  of  Egypt  j  Good 
Jojiahy  as  well  as  wicked  jihab  i  Religious  Da- 
vUy  as  well  as  impious  Saul^  have  fubmitted  to 
the  fame  Fate.  And  now,  how  fliall  I  pro- 
nounce the  fad  Word !  Glorious  William  the 
Third  is  fallen  by  Death,  as  well  as  unhappy 
'James  the  Second.  And  becaufe  of  the  natu- 
ral Frailty  of  good  as  well  as  bad  Princes,  the 
Pfalmift  cautions  againft  an  abfolutc  Truft  in 
them :  The  Breath  of  Pmccs  is  in  their  Nof- 
trils,  as  well  as  of  other  Men  ;  and  fince  they 
are  thus  fubjeft  to  Change  and  Death,  they  arc 
no  way  gt  for  an  Objed  of  our  abfolute  Truft, 
For  if  our  Dependence  reft  on  a  frail  Crea- 
ture^ we  may  be  difapppinted  at  the  very  time 
that  our  |iopes  are  big,  and  our  Expeftations 
high,  ^nd  this  leads  me  to  the  fecond  thing, 
which  the  Pfalmift  urges  to  enforce  his  Cau- 
tion againft  putting  an  entire  Truft  in  Princes, 
"viz.* 

2.  The   immediate  Confequence    of  their 

Death;  In  that  very  day  their  Thoughts  ferijh. 

K4  Not 
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Not  that  we  are  to  imagine  that  the  Soul  at 
Death  palTes  into  an  unaftive  and  thoaghtlefs 
condition  •,  that's  a  Notion  contrary  both  to 
Reafon  and  Revelation. 

It's  contrary  to  Reafon ;  for  this  Principle 
fuppofes  that  the  Soul  either  fleeps  or  dies^ 
which  no  Reafon  induces  to  believe,  becaufe 
the  Soul  is  immaterial,  and  confequently  im- 
mortal: That  which  is  immaterial  is  not  com- 
pounded of  Parts  i  it  has  no  corruptible  Prin- 
ciples to  render  it  capable  of  Diflblution,  as  all 
mixt,  and  material  Beings  are.  Now  if  human 
Spirits  are  immaterial,  'tis  impoffible  they 
fliould  die:  Tho  I  doubt  not  but  that  God  can 
annihilate  them,  yet  to  fuppofe  that  the  Soul 
dies  with  the  Body,  is  to  fuggeft  its  Materia- 
lity i  which  is  an  Hypothefis  attended  with  ma- 
ny Abfurdities,  for  it  affirms  that  Matter  is 
capable  of  Cogitation  j  and,  what  is  the  Con- 
fequence  of  that,  but  that  EfFefts  may  exceed 
the  Caufe  that  produc'd  them  ?  For  how  far 
does  a  noble  Train  of  Thoughts  exceed  the 
moft  refin'd  Matter,  whether  in  Reft  or  in  Mo- 
tion ?  If  there  be  fuch  a  thing  as  pure  Intel- 
lefltion,  or  abltraSed  Notions  and  Ideas  of  im- 
material things,  which  depend  not  upon  bo- 
dily Figures,  it's  impoffible  that  thefe  Notions 
fhould  be  lodg'd  in  any  Subjeft  but  that  which 
is  immaterial,  and  confequently  immortal: 
and  if  the  Soul  be  immortal,  and  never  dies, 
to  be  fure  'tis  aSive  in  the  other  State  j  for  an 
unaftive  Spirit  is  a  fenflefs  Paradox.  More- 
over, it  has  been  remark'd,  that  many  People 
have  had  clearer  Notions,  and  a  clofer  way  of 
feafoning,  juft  as  their  Souls  have^  been  loofe- 
uing.from  their  Bodies,  than  ever  they  had  be- 
fore.   Now  if  the  Soul  be  material,  as  fome 

dream. 
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dream,  why  does  it  not  equally  decline  with 
the  Animal  Spirits^  whi(;h  are  but  refin'd  Mat- 
ter? Since  Experience  teftifies  the  contrary, 
we  may  conclude  from  Faft,  that  when  the 
Soul  is  perfeaiy  feparated  from  this  clogging 
Body,  it  enjoys  the  trueft  Liberty.  This  mad  e 
Heraclitus  fay,  that  the  Soul  goes  out  of  the 
Body  as  Lightning  from  a  Cloud,  becaufe  'tis 
nevermore  clear  in  its  Conceptions  than  when 
freed  from  Matter.  'Twas  a  Thought  of  this 
nature,  that  help'd  to  perfeft  the  late  Earl  of 
Rochefterh  Perfuafion  of  the  SouPs  Imraorta- 
lity,  viz..  ^  *^  When  Sicknefs  had  brought 
"  him  fo  near  Death,  and  his  Spirits  were  fo 
**  low  and  fpent,  that  he  could  not  move  • 
*^  nor  ftir,  and  he  did  not  think  to  live  an 
**  hour  9  he  faid  his  Reafon  and  Judgment  were 
**  fo  clear  and  ftrong,  that  from  thence  he 
"  was  fully  perfuaded,  that  Death  was  not 
"  the  fpending  or  diflblution  of  the  Soul, 
"  but  only  the  Separation  of  it  from  Mat- 
"  ten" 

But  farther,  as  the  Notion  of  the  Soul's 
paffing  into  an  unaftive  State  at  Death  is  re- 
pugnant to  Reafon,  fo  'tis  contrary  to  Divine 
Revelation.  We  read  of  the  Spirits  of  juft  Mm  keb.  12. 13. 
made  perfeB.  Now  tho  the  Perfeaion  of  de- 
parted Souls  is  not  abfolute,  yet  it  is  a  Per- 
tedion  that  cannot  confift  with  a  dead  VrtaBi- 
vity.  How  abfurd  is  it  to  imagine  that,  the 
Spirits  of  juft  Men  are  in  a  dead  Sleep,  from 
their  Entrance  into  Heaven  to  the  time  of  the 
firft  Refurreftion,  when  they  are  again  to  unite 


•  See  bus  Life  written  hy  Dr,  Burner,  novo  Lord  BiJJjop  of  Sarum, 
P.  20,  21. 
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with  their  Bodies?  The  Apoftle  Paul  had  cer- 
tainly other  3^Qtipients  ^bout  haman  Spirits ^ 

^  Cor.  J.  5.  for  he  ^(Tfrts,  That  whilfi  we  are  at  home  in  the 
Body^    we  are   ahfent  from   the  JfLord^     Ag^^^i 

Vier.8.  We  ^re  confident ^  J  fay^  and  willing  rather  t^ 
he  ahfent  from  the  Body^  and  to  be  prefent  with 
the  Lord.  From  thefe  places  'tis  evident,  that 
the  Apoftle  believ'd  that  haman  Spirits  did 
exifl:  in  a  feparate  State,  and  that  fuch  as  were 
united  to  Chrift,  did  pafs  into  his  blifsful 
Prefence,  immediately  upon  diflodging  fropi 
their  Bodies.  And  furely  they  caijnot  be  ua- 
aftive  under  the  Influence  of  bis  Qlory  \  the 
Views  they  have  of  his  exalted  Human  Nature^ 
mak^  th^m  like  him :  and  this  Likenefs  mulb 
needs  produce  Delight,  and  this  Delight  Won- 
der, and  this  Wonder  the  molt  Seraphick  Ar- 
dours, and  profound  Adorations.  Thus  much 
may  fuffice  to  refcue  this  place  from  a  Mifcon- 
ftruSion,  into  which  a  curfory  or  unwary 
reading  of  the  Phrafe  might  probably  lead  left 
thinking  People. 

I  Ihall  therefore  now  give  you  the  juft  Ini- 
port  of  thefe  words.  In  that  very  day  their 
Thoughts perijh  j  i.  e.  All  the  Defigns  they  had 
form'd  for  this  World,  either  refpeSing  them- 
felves  or  their  People;  they  can  no  longer 
purfue  the  Plans  they  have  laid,  for  the  other 
State  will  furnilh  them  with  a  very  different 
Set  of  Thoughts.  So  that  the  force  of  the  Ar-. 
gument  lies  here.  That  fince  Princes  are  a$ 
nail  as  other  Men,  and  their  Defigns  die  with 
them,  their  Thoughts  vanilh  with  their 
Breath  \  'tis  unreafonable  to  put  an  abfolute 
Truft  in  fuch  dying  Creatures. 

How  many  of  the  moft  excellent  of  the 
Earth  b^  Cod  remov'd  by  Death  in  the  midlfc 

of 
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of  their  Work,  before  they  could  fioifli  the 
Dcfigns  they  had  formM  ? 

Mofes  the  Captain  of  Ifratl  dy'd  in  the  Wil^ 
dernefs,  before  he  had  conduced  the  Ifraelit^s 
into  the  promifed  Land. 

Good  King  Jofiah  died  before  he  was  forty 
Years  of  Age,  and  in  the  midlt  of  his  ex- 
cellent Purpofes  to  reform  and  exalt  his  King- 
dom* 

And  Edxpard  the  Sixth  of  England^  whom 
fome  have  c^llM  oar  EngUjh  Jofiah^  was  taken 
off  very  early,  while  "carrying  on  the  molt 

florious  Defigns  to   make  EnaUnd  a  happy 
eople. 

Julim  Cdfar  was  taken  ©5"  by  Death,  while 
he  was  forming  a  defign  to  epatomize  the 
Tolnminous  Works  of  the  Learned  Grecians 
and  Romans  ^  together  with  other  l^oble  and 
Great  things  for  publick  Good. 

GuftavHi  j4dolph$4Sj  that  mighty  General  and 
true  Friend  to  the  Proteftant  Intercft,  was 
removM  early  by  Death,  before  he  was  38 
Years  of  Age,  and  at  a  time  when  the  Pro- 
teftants  bad  vaft  Expeftations  from  him. 

And  thus  it  was  with  our  late  Sovereign  of 
glorious  Memory^  he  was  taken  away  by 
Death,  when  the  Byes  of  all  Europe  were  upon 
him,  waiting  for  the  happy  ESkdts  of  his  Pru- 
dent Counfels,  and  the  Succefs  of  his  Vidorious 
Arms.  Yet  (bleflfed  be  God)  we  have  fome 
^ood  hope,  that  his  Thoughts  will  not  fo  va« 
nilh  with  bis  Breath,  but  that  his  excellent  Mo« 
del,  made  from  Axioms  calculated  to  the  Ho* 
nour  and  )n(ereft  of  Euro  fey  will  be  purfu'd  by 
his  Illuftrious  ^ucceflbr  in  the  Throne  i  who 
has  alr^^dy  given  the  utmoft  Aflurance  to 
IBake  good  9U  the  Alliances  into  which  his  late 

Majcfty 
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Majefty  enter'd  with  Foreiga  Priaces,  and  to 
defend  our  Religion  and  Liberties. 

Indeed  this  is  a  mighty  Relief  under  our  an- 
fpeakable  Lofs;  a  Lofs  we  muft  needs  deplore! 
O  what  a  Prince,  what  a  mighty  Man  is  fallea 
in  car  ErtjFliJh  Jfrael !  Can  we  forbear  to  moara 
our  Lofs  f  No  furely,  it  would  argu^  a  wretch*- 
ed  Stupidity  not  to  be  afTedled  withfo  fad  a 
Providence.  Surely  nothing  but  a  Stoick,  or  a 
fworn  Enemy  to  the  Proteftant  Religion,  can 
refrain  from  adding  a  Voice  to  the  Confort  of 
Mourners,  when  the  Death  of  fo  excellent  a 
Prince  hasdelug'd  with  Sorrow  fo  many  King- 
doms and  States.  It  has  been  theCuftom  of 
all  Nations,  in  all  Ages,  to  ufe  foiQe  folemn 
Significations  of  Mounung  upon  the  Death  of 
good  Princes :  When  Mofes  the  Servant  of  the 
Lord  died  (who  was  a  King  in'Jefffiurun)  the 

Dent.  34.. s.  Children  of  Ifrad  are  faid  toweef  for  him  in 

the  Plains  of  Moab  thirty  days. 
chron  When  King  Hezekiah  flept  with  his  Fathers, 

32.73?'  all  Judah  and  the  Inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  did 
him  Honour  at  his  Death.  And  we  read  that 
upon  the  Exit  of  good  Jojiahj  all  Judah  and 
Jerufalem  mourn'd  j  and  this  Mourning  was  fb 
deep,  fo  folemn,  and  fo  lafting,  that  in  a 
Book  writ  about  an  hundr^  Years  after,  it  is 
faid  they  continued  their  Mourning  for  him 
to  that  day:  and  when  any  extraordinary 
Mourning  happened,  it  was  faid  to  be  like  the 
Mourning  of  Hadadrimnum  in  the  Vailey  of 
Megiddony  which  was  the  Mourning  occafiofjed 
by  the  Death  of  good  Jij/wfe. 

Again,  the  Hiftorian  tells  us,  that  vvbea 
Con^antine  the  Great  died,  the  TribuneS|  the 
Centurions,  and  the  whole  Order  of  Judges 
and  Magiltrates  greatly  lamented  his  Death. 

And 
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And  certainly  we  of  thefe  Kingdoms  have 
great  occafion  of  Sorrow,  if  we  confider  but 
a  few  things  with  refpeft  to  that  Excellent 
Prince  whom  Death  has  ravifh'd  from  us.  I 
confefs  I  ftiall  labour  under  great  Difadvantages, 
in  fpeaking  concerning  our  late  Sovereign,  be- 
caufe  'tis  impoffible  I  fhould  relate  thofe  Mat- 
ters which  they  can,  who  had  the  Honour  to 
attend  his  Perfon. 

Yet  fufFer  me  to  Tay  a  little,  tho  'tis  very 
little  that  I  can  fay  j  for  'tis  a  Work  would 
become  the  beft  Orator  to  pronounce  the  Cha- 
rafter  of  William  the  Third:  Whofe  Name 
will  be  renowned  from  Generation  to  Gene- 
ration, for  He  deferves  to  be  had  in  everlafilng 
Remembrance. 

Pliny  efteem'd  theni  happy  who  wrot^  things 
worthy  to  be  read,  but  prefer'd  thofe  in  the 
degree  of  Felicity  who  afted  things  worthy  to 
be  written:  And  furely  no  Prince's  Aftions 
did  more  deferve  to  be  written  on  durable  Mo- 
numents than  the  Aftions  oi  William  the  Third  v 
a  Name  that  Ihall  fhine  in  the  Records  of  Fame, 
and  be  read  in  the  Britijh  and  Dutch  Annals  as 
long  as  Honour,  Courage,  Juftice,  Clemency, 
and  Religion  fhall  be  thought  to  have  any 
Luftre,  or  find  any  Countenance  in  the  World- 
He  was  the  Adive  and  Sprightly  Genius  of  £k- 
TQfe  (for  fo  he  was  calPd  abroad)  the  Glory  of 
Crown'd  Heads  in  this  Age,  and  Ihall  be  a 
lafting  Wonder  in  Ages  to  come  ^  He  was  the 
Darling  of  Providence,  the  very  Man  that  God 
delighted  to  honour. 

I  cannot  now  fpeak  of  the  Royal  Stem  from 
whence  our  late  Sovereign  fprung,  and  of  the 
Glory  and  Renown  of  the  Illuftrious  Family  of - 
Nalfaui  of  which  Stock  were  the  principal  De- 
fenders 
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fenders  of  the  Protcftant  Religion  id  the  Lo\ifi 
C$un tries  for  the  laft  Ages. 

I  fliall  but  briefly  glance  on  a  few  things  with 
refpeft  to  the  late  King  William. 

Firfi^  in  regard  of  the  Time  and  Manned 

of  his  Acceffion  to  the  Crown. 
iSecondiyj  I  (hall  mention  fome  things  remark^ 

able  during  his  Reign. 
Thirdlyy  Take  notice  of  fome  fpecial  Cir- 

cumftances   attending  the  time  of   his 

Deathi 

Firfi^  We  are  to  confidci*  the  Time  and  Man^ 
.  ner  of  his  late  Majefty's  Acceflion  to  the  Crown : 
It  was  when  a  Defign  was  form'd  to  fetter  our 
Liberties,  and  extirpate  our  Religion  i  when 
ail  things  were  almoft  ripe  and  ready  for  Bxe-^ 
cution^  par  Feet  being  in  the  Snare  before  we 
perceiv'd  it  was  fpread  for  us :  the  flattering 
Promifes  of  a  Popifh  Prince  having  fliock'd  pur 
common  Prudence,  fo  that  our  Enemies  began 
to  triumph  and  to  infult  us  as  they  had  don^ 
our  Laws.  Even  at  this  defperate  Juncture  did 
our  late  Sovereign  enterprize  our  Deliverance^ 
and  hazard  his  own  Perfon  to  fave  a  (inking 
Nation,  and  to  relieve  the  Reformed  Churches. 
And  nothing  could  difcourage  this  Prince,  tho 
many  Difficulties  met  him  in  this  Noble  Un-^ 
dertaking)  for  God  was  on  his  (ide,  andlttdck 
his  Enemies  with  a  panick  fear,  fo  that  they 
were  fuddenly  fcatter'd  as  Dull:  before  the 
Wind,  and  the  People  of  England  were. pre-* 
par'd  to  receive  him  with  Acclamations  of  Joy. 
Providence  conduced  him  to  the  Throne  of 
thefe  Realms,  not  through  a  Sea  of  Bloody  fdf 
we  V.  ere  not  conquered,  but  confented^  in  th^ 
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Reprefentative  Body  of  the  Nation,  to  receive 
William  and  Mary  a$  but  Rightful  and  Lawful 
Sovereigns.  Now  as  the  Titiie  sind  Mannet  of 
the  late  King's  Accefllon  to  the  Crown  did  en- 
dear him  to  us,  fo  it  deeply  aggravates  out 
Lofs,  and  gives  a  terrible  Accent  to  our  Sor- 
rows.    But, 

Secondly^  Let  us  glance  on  a  few  things  very 
remarkable  during  the  Reign  of  the  late  King 
WILLIAM.  Injmediately after  his  &ttle- 
xnent  on  the  Throne,  he  enterM  into  a  War 
with  France^  and  in  his  own  Ferfm  cngagM 
from  time  to  time  at  the  Head  of  his  Army, 
where  he  always  lignaliz'd  himfelf  for  his  Pru^ 
dence  and  Courage.  He  was  as  well  acquainted 
with  the  dilGcuTt  Arts  of  Government,  as  the 
noble  Stratagems  of  War  *,  fo  that  I  (hall  not 
fcruple  to  fay  of  him,  that  he  was  the  Greatefi: 
Statefman,  as  well  as  the  moH;  Renowned  Hero 
of  the  Age. 

What  Difficulties  did  he  ftruggle  through, 
and vanquilh  at  the  Boyn^  wherenis Preferva- 
tion   was   equal  to  his  Succefs,   ho$h  of  them 

treat  ?  So  that  what  our  King  did  there  wiQ 
c  reckoned  by  Pofterity  amongft  the  molt  rc- 
markatrle  AtcAievements  of  War  v  for  in  that 
Expedition  it  was  very  vifible,  God  hadgiri^ 
id  him  with  Strength  unto  Battel.  And  in  ma- 
ay  other  Inftances  did  his  watchful  Providence 
difcover  its  care  of  his  Majefty's  Perfon,  pre- 
ferving  it  by  a  Succeflion  of  Wonders,  againft 
the  Inftruments  of  Death  abroad,  as  well  a» 
from  the  murdering  Hands  of  bloody  Aflaflint 
at  home.  I  forbear  to  recite  the  Battels  oar 
Prince  fought,  and  the  Victories  he  won ;  hit 
regulating  the  debas'd  Coin  of  the  Nation  at 
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a  very  critical  and  hazardous  Jundure;  the 
Honourable  Peace  he  procured,  and  the  Check 
he  gave  to  the  Infolence  and  Pride  of  an  Ar- 
bitrary Prince,  who  was  afpiring  after  Uni- 
verfal  Monarchy  :  not  doubting  but  that  you'll 
meet  with  all  thefe  in  his  Hiftory,  Indeed  if  his 
pretended  Friends  fliould  be  ungratefully  filent, 
and  forget  him  after  his  Death,  his  Enemies 
will  record  his  Vertues,  and  fpeak  of  his  Va- 
lour. What  Age  ever  produced  a  Prince  of 
fuch  Mildnefs  and  Lenity?  a  Prince  that  did 
Jufiice  without  Rtvenge^  that  fhew'd  Mercy 
without  Weaknefs^  was  kind  ta  the  mthankfuly 
heaping  Coals  of  Fire  vpon  the  heads  of  his  Enemies^ 
He  was  the  Refuge  of  thofe  Proteftants  that 
fled  for  their  Religion,  as  well  as  the  common 
Father  of  his  own  People  j  which  he  eminently 
difcover'd  by  his  extraordinary  Clemency  and 
great  Moderation,  carrying  it  with  an  even 
hand  betwixt  contending  Parties,  fo  that  he 
deferv'd  to  be  calFd,  The  Healer  of  our  Breaches^ 
and  the  Refiorer  of  Paths  to  dwell  in  :  for  he  WcU 
knew  that  domeftick  Divifions  would  put  us 
into  greater  danger  than  a  Foreign  Power. 

But  further,  like  one  that  lov'd  his  People, 
and  had  a  deep  Concern.for  their  Happinefs,  he 
did  conflantly  in  his  excellent  Speeches  from  the 
Throne,^  recommend  Reformation  of  Manners, 
thereby  fcattering  away  Evil  with  his  Eyes. 

And  how  great  Concern  did  this  Prince dif- 
cover  for  Pofterity,  by  his  earueft  and  feafona- 
ble  recommending  to  the  late  Parliament  the 
Succeflion  to  the  Crown  in  the  Proteftant  Line, 
^thereby^  extinguifhiug  the  hopes  of  a  Suppofiti^ 
tiom  Heir,  to  make  the  clearer  way  for  that  ad^ 
mirahle  Prince fs  that  now  fills  the  Throne  f  So 
that  however  fome  Male-contents  have  been 

uneafy 
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lineafy  under  bis  Adrainiftration,  yet  the  Ge* 
neratians  to  come  will  call  him  Blejfed ;    becaufe 
if  the    Religion  Ind  Liberties  of  England  be 
tranrmitted  to  late  Pofterity^   the  PofTeflbrs 
thereof  will  be  indebted  for  them  to  the  Care 
of  this  excellent  Prince,  under  the  Providence 
of  God.     For  what  excellent  Laws  haVe  beea 
enaded  during  his  Reign,  and  what  care  did 
he  take  to   improve  his  Intereftand  Time  iil 
concluding  Alliances  with  Foreign  Princes  and 
States,  in  order  to  reduce  the  exorbitant  Power 
of  France^  that  England  might  ftill  hold  the  Bal- 
lance  of  Europe  f  So  that,  in  fhort,  he  has  raised 
the  Honour  of  the   Engil^i  Nation,   and  ac- 
quired to  himfelf  fuch  a  juft  Efteera  abroad, 
that  all  Foreign  Princes  and  States  have  rec- 
kon'd  him  as  the  Center  and  Soul  of  our  wholci 
Alliance,    as   well   as  the  Arbiter  of  Europe^ 
Bat  alas!  this  Great  Prince  in  the  midft  of  his 
Noble  Defigns  has  his   Health   impaired   by 
Diftempers,  and  his  Body  finks  down  under 
the  uncommon  Weight  of  a  fatiguing  Reigit 
into  the  Duft  of  Death :  and  this  leads  me  to* 
tonfider^ 

'tUrdiy^  The  CircumOrances  that  attended 
the  Deatbi  of  the  late  King  William^  Which  to- 
gether With  the  things  I  have  already  mcnti* 
onM,  greatly  aggravate  our  Lofs,  and  jaftify 
our  folemn  Mourniilg. 

H6  was  taken  away  at  a  time  wheii  bh  iJ^tpe^ 
rience  had  to  a  very  great  degree  rii^enM  him 
for  Coonfel,  and  cultivated  his  excellent  Noti' 
ons  of  Government :  At  a  time  Whed  we  want^ 
ed  his  Direftion  and  Cottduft :  At  a  time  Whed 
we  hop'd  God  had  much  Work  for  hita  to  do^ 
And  we  had  rais'd  Expedations  cf  his  enters 
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priziflg  Great  things:  At  a  time  when  we 
needed  him  to  go  forth  in  the  Head  of  our 
Armies*  But  alas!  alas!  on  a fudden  we lofe 
our  King  and  our  Hopes  together.  Lord,  what 
have  we  loft ! 

A  Prince  that  deliverM  us  from  Popery  and 
Arbitrary  Power. 

A  Prince  that  was  for  reforming  our  Land, 
as  well  as  fighting  our  Battels. 

A  Prince  that  had  every  thing  in  him  toren*^ 
der  his  Government  a  Happineis  to  all  his  Subr 
jefts.. 

A  Prince  th^t  prudently  fwayM  the  Scepter 
of  Peace,  as  well  as  courageoufly  manag'd  the 
Sword  of  War. 

A  Prince  whofe  mild  Government  proclaim'd 
bim  to  be  the  brighteft:  Example  of  Clemency 
and  Good-Kature. 

A  Prince  who  had  the  greatelt  Homour^  and 
the  lar^lt  Intereft  in  aU  Eurofe. 
.   A  Ppnce  endear'd  to  us  by  the  Hazards  he 
ran,  aiid  the  Deliverances  God  wrought  for 
mm* 

A  Prince  that  was  the  Terror  of  the  Papal 
Hierarchy. 

A  Prince  (if  I  may  fay  fo  of  aayfince  the 
Exit  of  good  Joft4h)  that  was  the  Breath  of 
our  Noftrils,  the  Anointed  of  the  Lord,  the 
iDelightof  our  Eyes,  and  the  Joy  of  our  Hearts* 

A  Prince  that  adornM  the  Crown  he  wore, 
while-  we  ^ere  blett  with  the  happy  Influ- 
eace  of  b|s  Government  \  but  the  Shadow  of 
Death  has  ilaiA'd  our  Eml^  Glory. 

I  cloie.  this  rude  andlmperfea  Charader 
Vith,  only  adding,  that  blefled  be  God,  He 
that  did,  jiat  fear  Death  in  the  Fields  was  as 
&ndau|itea  ^b^n  it  approach'd  Mm  in  his  P^- 
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Uce  ;  for  I  am  well  aflbr'd  by  thofe  that  had 
the  Honour  to  be  near  him,  that  He  died  with 
the  greateft  Refignation,  full  of  Charity  and 
Peace.  What  Ufe  is  proper  to  be  made  of  this 
Subjed  and  Providence,  1  fhall  aow  briefly  fug- 
geft>  and  fo  conclude. 

I.  Beware  you  do  not  murmur  at  the  Divine 
Condud,  or  pafs  any  rafh  Cenfure  on  the  Pro- 
vidence of  God.  God's  Ways  are  always  equals 
but  his  Difpenfations  are  fometimes  dark.  It 
will  be  a  defperate  Conclufion  for  any  to  fay, 
God  has  forfaken  this  Earth  ;  and  that  all  things 
roll  under  the  Sullennefs  of  Fate^  or  the  Giddinefs 
of  Chance.  For  'tis  certain  he  that  rules  amidfb 
the  Armies  of  Heaven^  does  ftill  govern  amongit 
the  Kingdoms  of  Men*  Our  Bleffed  Saviour 
alTures  us,  that  the  Hairs  on  our  Heads  are  all  Luke  la.  7; 
numbred.  And  if  a  Hair  cannot  fall  from  our 
Heads  without  Heaven's  Permiflion,  much  lefs 
can  a  Crown'd  Head  drop  into  the  Dult  with* 
out  the  Allowance  of  the  Supreme  Governor* 
If  the  moft  minute  things  are  under  the  pro- 
vidential Care  of  Heaven,  much  more  Great 
and  Good  Princes,  who  are  God^s  Mlnifters 
upon  Earth.  And  it  mult  be  confefs'd,  that 
when  fuchare  remov'd  in  the  midft  of  their 
days,  'tis  like  the  Suns  going  down  at  Noon^^^oiS.fi 
and  the  darkning  of  the  Earth  in  a  dear  Day. 
Something  like  this  have  we  feen  in  the  Death 
of  our  excellent  King  \  yet  it  becomes  us  to  be 
iilent,  becaufe  we  have  finned.  Thus  the  Royal 
Pfalmift  behav'd  himfelf  under  preffing  Trials ; 
/  was  dumb ^  and  opened  not  my  Mouthy  becaufe  vfai,^$*$i 
thoudtdft  it.  Many  of  the  Providences  of  God 
are  very  obfcure,  and  the  Methods  he  takes 
feem  to  us  to  be  very  intricate  and  perplex'd  ; 
yet  there  is  great  reafon  to  be  calm  and  refign- 
wl  *       L  2  ing, 
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ing,  fince  whatever  his  infinite  Power  hath  pro- 
duc'd,  his  fteddy  and  unerring  Wifdom  go- 
verns. The  People  of  God  (hall  be  happy  in 
the  endj  tho  the  Reafons  of  mzuy  mermediate 
Events  are  concealed  from  them   in   the  way* 

Pfal.104,3.  G'fl^  maketh  the  Clouds  his  Chariot:  He  walketh 
upon  the  Wings  of  the  Wind.  His  Providential 
Motions  are  fo  myfteriousand  dark,  fo  fudden 
and  fwift,  that  we  are  uncapable  to  view  them 
in  their  Extent  ^  we  can  only  gaz^e^  wonder^  and 
reftgn.     And  there  is  great  reafon  for  our  Re- 

Pfai.97.  2.  Agnation  to  God  ^  For,  tho  Clouds  and  Dark- 
nefs  are  round  about  him^  Righteoufnefs  and  Judg- 
ment are  the  Habitation  of  his'  Throne.  Tho  the 
Reafonsof  the  Divine  Procedure  are  far  out  of 
ourfrght,  yet  a  filent  Submifllon  becomes  us, 
becaufe  he  in  whofe  hands  are  the  Reins  of  Go- 
vernment  cannot  err.    Moreover,   the  wife 

ProT.xy.i,  Msn  tells  us,  ^Tts  the  Glory  of  God  to  conceal  a 
thing.  The  Glory  of  the  Divine  Nature  is  ex- 
alted, by  being  incomprehenfiblc  to  usi  and 
fo  the  inexplicable  Methods  of  the  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, the  Unfearchablenefs  of  God  in  his 
Difpenfations,  raife  the  Glory  of  his  Wifdom 
and  Sovereignty  \  which  is  a  powerful  Reafon 
for  our  ready  Refignation. 

Again,  if  there  were  not  fome  dark  Difpen- 
fitions  of  Providence,  wefhouldnot  have  fuch 
an  Opportunity  as  thefe  afford  for  the  Exercife 
of  our  fufFering  Graces.  The  Probity  and  Pa- 
tience of  Job  would  not  have  Ihone  with  fo 
bright  a  Luftre,  nor  have  rendered  him  fo  fa- 
mous in  after  Ages,  if  there  had  not  been  great 
Obfcurity  in  the  Providences  he  was  under  :  his 
not  knowing  what  God  was  about  to  do,  gave 
him  occafion  to  exercife  an  invincible  Confiancy^ 
and  an  unwearied  Patience.  To  clofe  this  Head, 
ra«*  let 
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let  us  always  remember,  that  we  are  bat  of  . 
Yefterday,  and  know  nothing:  That  God's 
Judgments  are  unfearchable,  and  his  Ways 
pafl;  finding  out.  That  Precious  and  Valuable 
Life,  that  was  fo  foon  ended,  was  meafurM  out 
by  the  Infinite  Wifdom  of  God,  who  for  Rea- 
fons  unknown  to  his  Creatures,  lengthens  or 
fhortens  the  Lives  of  Princes  at  pleafure.  What 
Coddoe$mWj  we  know  mt-^  but  wejhall  knom  here» 
dfier*  For  the  Days  are  approaching  wherein 
the  Myfteries  of  Providence  (hall  be  unveil'd, 
and  we  fhall  fee  that  the  Obfcurities  thereof, 
like  Shades  in  Painting,  fet  off  the  Beauty  with 
the  greater  Advantage. 

2.  Let  us  ftand  in  awe  of  Him,  in  whofe 
Hands  are  the  Keys  of  Death  and  Hell.  God^s 
Throne  is  placed  in  the  Heavens^  and  his  Kingdom 
ruleth  over  all.  He  has  an  abfolute  Sovereignty 
over  Angels  and  Men:  He  killeth  and  maketh 
alive;  he  woundeth,  and  his  Hands  make 
whole.  With  what  Reverence  and  Awe  (hould 
we  think  of  this  mighty  y^W^fe?  who  can  add 
Years  to  our  Days,  or  cut  them  off  in  the 
midll  at  his  pleafure  j  who  is  Lord  of  all  our 
Time,  and  in  whofe  hands  alone  are  the  IfTues 
from  Death.  Fear  to  offend  this. God  by  the 
lealt  Sin,  for  'tis  the  abominable  thing  that  his 
Soul  hates.  In  a  word,  never  difpute  his  Au- 
thority, but  obey  his  Commands,  left  he  pur- 
fuc  you  with  the  Terrors  of  his  Wrath,  for  de- 
fpifing  the  Offers  of  Peace  ;  left  he  frown*  yoa 
into  a  bottomlefs  Lake  of  Fire,  for  rejefting 
boundlefs  Rivers  of  Pleafure  v  and  bind  you 
with  the  Chains  of  an  eternal  Wrath,  for 
trampling  on  the  Blood  of  a  companionate  Sa- 

lao  ^3  3'  Let 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


150  -^  Sermon  on  the  lO^ath^ 

3.  Let  OS  not  only  mourn  our  Lofs  in  the 
Death  of  our  Excellent  King,  but  mourn  for 
thofe  Sins  with  a  peculiar  accent  of  Grief, 
that  have  occafion'd  it-  May  this  Stroke  a- 
waken  all  Europe^  and  infpire  all  that  bear 
the  Chriftian  Name,  to  take  up  Refolutions 
of  Reformation  in  the  jftrength  of  Divine 
Grace.  God's  Hand  has  been  lifted  up  ;  may 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  and  the  neighbouring 
Lands  learn  Righteoufnefs.  .  ^^^  fom^ttmes 
fends  evil  Kings  in  his  Anger ^  and  takes  away 
good  ones  in  his  Wrath  :  And  for  the  Iniquity 
of  a  Landy  many  are  the  Princes  thereof.  There 
is  fcarcely  any  Affliftion  that  befals  a  People, 
but  has  been  occafion'd  by  Sin.  'Tis  Sin 
that  brings  Hofts  of  Difeafes  like  Locufts,  to 
prey  upon,  and  deftroy  the  Bodies  of  Men- 
[Tis  Sin  that  kindles  a  Train  of  liquid  Fire 
in  the  Blood,  to  fcorch  us  in  a  Fever  j  and 
that  produces  large  quantities  of  Water,  to 
drown  us,  aS  it  were,  with  a  Dropfy.  HTis 
Sin  that  brings  publick  Calamities  on  a  State, 
and  that  fpreads  Mifery  and  Defolation  over 
the  face  of  the  Earth :  Thvs  a  fruitful  Land 
becomes  a  Wildernefsj  for  the  Iniquity  of  thofe  that 
dwell  therein.  Now  ffnce  Sin  is  the  fad  caufe 
of  our  Miferies,  and  particularly  of  that 
dark  Providence  under  which  we  groan  j  let 
us  not  forget  to  m6arn  for  our  Perfonal  as 
well  as  National  Sins.  Who  can  forbear  to 
drop  a  few  Tears,  and  fcpd  fome  Sighs  af- 
ter our  Excellent  Prince  ?  But  Rivers  of 
Tears  fhould  run  down  our  Eyes  for  thofe 
Sins  that  have  provok'd  God  to  remove  hinl 
from  usv^il?JiqnivV  >:  to  Loom  %nx  im  ^^iijiqm£p 

4.  Let  us  endeavour  after  a  firm  UHiofi' 
among  Proteftants.  Death  frequently  weakens 
^^^  -C  *   '^  our 
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onr  hands,  by  taking  from  us  the  Inftruments 
of  our  Good;  and  furely  'tis  unreafonablc  we 
fhould  weaken  our  own  hands,  by  dividing 
our  Strength.  Our  Union  will  be  a  Wall  of 
Defence,  which  nothing  can  demoHfh  but 
our  own  Divifions.  Every  Age  confirms  the 
Truth  of  that  Maxim,  A  Kingdom  divided  4- 
galnfi  it  felf  cannot  fiand. 

'Twas  the  DifFeiences  that  were  fomented 
betwixt  Arljlobulm  and  Hlrcanmy  that  brought 
Tomfey  to  Jerufalem^  by  whom  they  were 
made  a  Rowan  Province. 

The  Divifions  of  the  Old  Britons  fubjec- 
ted  them  firfl  to  the  Roman  Yoke. 

The  Chriftians  lolt  Paleftlne  by  their  unhap- 
py Divifions,  tho  it  was  a  Place  they  had 
igain'd  by  a  prodigious  Expence  of  Blood  and 
Treafure,  and  had  been  poflefs'd  of  it  about 
a  hundred  Years.  I  need  not  izy  hovj  England 
has  fuffer'd  by  inteltine  Divifions,  and  a  Civil 
War. 

'Twas  a  Maxim  laid  down  by  Cardinal  Rl- 
chelleuy  That  England  could  never  be  de- 
ftroy'd  but  by  her  fclf.  And  accordingly  we 
JBnd  it  has  been  the  Policy  of  the  Court  of 
France  to  difperfeagreat  number  of  Jefuits  thro 
Proteftant  States,  to  fow  Difcords  amonglb 
them.  But  I  hope  our  Eyes  are  open,  and 
onx  Refplutious  are  fix'd  for  a  firm  Union : 
That  we  begin  to  have  fofter  Thoughts  of 
each  other,  and  to  difufe  the  Refieftions  that 
were  formerly  made  on  the  account  of  Dif- 
ferences in  lefTer  Matters :  So  that  the  Fire 
of  Contention,  ,  which  the  common  Enemy 
of  JProt,e^^^iits,  h'as  been  a  lon'g  time  bloMng 
up-  WiB  ^f^du^lly,  decline  till  it  is  totafty  exr 
tidgiiilii^d/tha& -which  nothing  cad  niore  con- 
"^  •  L4  tribute 
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tribute  towards  the  making  us  the  mofl:  powr- 
erful  People,  and  a  lafting  Terror  to  France. 
To  clofe  this  Head,  may  all  Proteftants  zea- 
Joufly  pradife  what  the  late  King  feafonably 
recommended  to  this  prefent  Parliament,  in 
his  laft  excellent  Speech  from  the  Throne,  viz.. 
*'  Let  there  be  no  other  Diftinftion  heard 
*'  of  among  us  for  the  future ;  but  of  thofe 
*'  who  are  for  the  Proteftant  Religion  and 
*'  the  prefent  Eftabliftiment  i  and  of  thofe 
*'  who  mean  a  Popifh  Prince  and  a  French 
**  Government," 

5.  Let  us  live  in  the  expedation  of  our 
own  Death,  and  labour  to  prepare  for  it.    If 
J  wait  (fays  Job)  the  Grave  will   be  my  Houfe. 
J  [aid  to  Corruptiorij  Thou  art  my  Father  j  and 
to  the  Worm^    Thou  art  my  Mother  and  SiJier, 
\Ve  fhall  take  but  a  few  turns  in  this  World, 
and  then  ftep  into  another.    Man  in  his  beft 
Eftate  is  altogether  Vanity,   whether  in  the 
ilourifhing  bloom  of  Youth,  or  advanc'd  to  4 
inore  mature  Age.    Therefore  redeem  your 
time,    work   while    it    is  called  tO'day^  for  th$ 
J>Jight    Cometh    when    nQ  Man  can    work*     No 
time  is  properly  ours  but  the  prefent  Mo- 
ment, the  next  is  out  of  our  power.     What 
manner  of  Perfons  therefore  ought  we  to  be 
in  all  holy  Converfation  and  Godlinefs  ?   In 
a  word,   let  us  elteem  all  things  but  as  Drofs 
and  Dung  for  the  Excellency  of  the  Know- 
ledg  of  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord  ;    and  labour 
to  be  found  in  him,   not  having  on  our  own 
.  Kighteoufnefs,   but  the  Righteoufnefs  of  God 
by  Faith  in  Jefus  Chrift. 

tf.  Since  Princes  are  frail  and  fubjed  to 
Death  as  well  as  other  Men,  let  us  put  our 
truft  in  Him  who  bath  only  Immortality. 

.  Thcr« 
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There  is  nothing  in  this  World  that  is  fit 
for  Qs  to  lay  the  ftrefs  and  weight  of  our 
Souls  npon  ;  but  Jehovah  is  an  adequate  Ob- 
jeft  of  Truft,  for  in  him  is  everlafting  Strength. 
Tho  the  Earth  fhake  under  our  feet,  and 
the  Heavens  are  dark  over  our  heads;  tho 
the  Elements  fhould  melt  with  fervent  Heat^ 
and  the  Earth  be  toft  from  its  Center;  yet 
thofe  that  truft  in  the  Lord  fhall  be  as  Mount 
Ziorty  that  can  never  be  moved,  I  clofe  this 
Head  with  the  Words  of  the  Pfalmift  imme- 
diately after  the  Text ;  Haffy  is  he  that  hath 
the  God  of  Jacob  for  his  Help^  whofe  Hope  is  in 
the  Lord  his  Cod, 

l^afHy^  Let  QS  not  forget  to  blefs  God  for 
a  Proteftant  Qaeen,  and  her  peaceable  Ac- 
ceflion  to  the  Thrcmd  This  Excellent  Pria- 
cefs  difcover'd  a  becoming  Zeal  for.jbe  Re- 
form'd  ^Religion,  in  oppolitlon  to  l^opery, 
when  ih^  mov'd  in  a  lower  Orb ;  we  hare 
therefor^  juft  reafon  to  expeft  that  her  Zeal 
will  be  ts  wacm  and  regular  now  (he^ads  in 
a  iQore  exalted  State.  And  let  usi^nbt  ceafe 
to  pray  for  our  illuftrious  Qjieen  ANNE^ 
That  ihe  may  haw  Wifdom  as  an  Angel  of 
God^  to  go  in  and  out  before  fo  Great  a  Peo- 
ple i  that  flie  may  be  the  Debornh  of  our  Eng-^ 
fifh  Ifrdely  and  a  nurfing  Mother  to  all  the  Re- 
iform'd  Churches  :  that  (he  may  have  a  prof- 
peroQS  Reign^  a  long  Life,  afafeGovernmentt 
a  fecnre  Palace,  pmaent  Parliaments,  faithful 
Coanfellors,  valiant  Armies,  and  a  loyal  Peo- 
ple :  That  (he  may  trample  upon  the  Necks 
of  her  Enemies,  and  reign  in  the  Hearts  of 
Ikv  Sabjeds^  that  under  the  Inflaence  of  her 

wife 
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wife  apd  mi^d  Adminiftration,  true  and  an- 
defil'd  Religion  may  revive  and  flourifli. 

To  which  I  wifti  all  Her  Majefty^  Subjeds 
may  as  heartily  fay  Amen^  as  do  the  Protef- 
tant  Diflentersof  the  Three  Kingdoms  :  thea 
(halll  not  doubt,  but  thit  will  yetbe/iy^nu- 
nuelh  Land,  aod  God  will  dweU  in  the  midft; 
of  us. 
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Funeral  Sermon 

Occafion'd  by  the 

DEATH 

Of  the  Rercreod 

Mr.  Thomas  Harrifon, 

Late  M inifter  of  the  Gofpel  in  London : 

Who  departed  this  Life  Aug.  14. 1702. 

Pr€ach*d  the  23  J  of  the  feme  Month. 
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To  the  Church  of  Chrift 
lately  under  the  Pafto- 
ral  Care  of  the  Deceased 
Mr.  Thomas  Harrifon. 

Beloved  in  our  Lord, 

HE  Death  of  every  ordinary 
Chriftian  carries  fomelhing  in  it 
"very  aweful  and  infiruStive^  much 
more  the  Removal  of  an  Excel-^ 
lent  Minifier.  4s  the  Stroke  of  Providence 
is  greater  J  fo  the  Voice  of  it  is  louder ;  and 
as  it  admohijbes  thofe  that  furvive  to  fre^ 
fare  for  an  Invifibli  Worldy  fo  it  does  dif 
tinlffy  report  the  Difpleafure  of  Heaven: 
For  as  Princes  difcover  their  Refentments  in 
foreign  Countries  by  calling  home  their  Am^ 
baffadors ;  fpdoes  the  Prince  of  the  Kings 
of  the  Earth  jhow  how  much  he  is  diff  leased 
with  our  Vnprofitablenefs  under  the  Means 
(f  Grace^  when  he  calls  them  home  that  were 
piffenfersf  ^f'^the  Bread  of  Life. 

How 
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How  fmh  a  Frovideme  is  to  be  imfrov^dy 
I  have  briefly  fuggefl:ed  in  the  following  Ser- 
mon;  which  was  preached  at  your  joint  R^-* 
quefl-y  and  is  now  publijb^d  at  the  fame  In-- 
fiance.  Iknow^  Hey  whofe  Death  occaflon^d 
ity  was  dear  to  you  :  and  tho  the  Charac-^ 
ter  I  have  given  of  him  be  very  imperfe^y 
I  have  fome  Relief  in  thisy  That  his  Works 
will  praife  him  better  in  the  Gatey  thorn  I 
have  done  either  from  the  Pulpit  or  the  Prefs. 
Thefey  thefe  Jhall  be  a  more  lafiing  Eulogy 
to  hts  Namey  than  if  I  had  fcatter^d  all 
the  Flowers  of  Oratory  on  his  Hearfe, 

As  for  the  Difcourfe  it  felfy  and  the  De* 
feUs  it  may  havey  the  Auihor  has  no  Apo* 
logy  for  expofing  them  and  himfelf  in  an 
Age  wherein  jo  many  think  accuratelyy  and 
write  politely y  but  what  is  commonly  us"* don 
fuch  occaftons. 

However y  fuch  as  the  Difcourfe  iSy  I  give 
it  up  at  your  Defirey  and  venture  it  abroad 
under  your  Patronage.  Whatever  be  its 
Entertainment  in  the  Worldy  if  tt  is  but 
profitable  to  the  Churchy  or  ferviceable  to  o** 
thersy  yoti^ll  have  your  endy  and  I  jhall  not 
not  mils  of  mine  :    who  am  v.  ^ 

Your  Servant  for  JdTus^i^ket 
.         Jon  If  P,I««OTT. 
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I  have  fought  a  good  Fight  y  I  haVe  finijh'd 
'  my  Courfey    I  haVe  kept  the  Faith. 

Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a 
Crown  of  ^hteoufnefsy  which  the 
Lord  the  (^hteous  Judg  fhall  give  me 
at  that  Day  3  and  not  to  me  onlyy  hut 
unto  all  them  alfo  that  loVe  his  Jp^ 
fearings 

U  R  Knowledg  here  is  imper« 
fed,  and  the  Intricacies  of  Di« 
vine  Providence  do  greatly  a- 
maze  os :  Yet  this  we  may  lay 
down  for  a  certain  Principle, 
^  That  all  the  Ads  of  God's  Sovfe-^ 
reignty  which  are  difplay'd  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  World,  are  condaded  by  uner- 
ring Wifdom.  For  the  great  Apoftle  aflures 
OS,  that  God  w^keth  all  things  after  theCounfel  ^pii*  <•  "• 
0f  his  own  Wm.  Righteoofne^  is  the  Habitation 
of  his  Throne,  tbo  Darknefs  does  encompafs  it 
abont.  We  know  not  indeed  what^God  doe^ 
Aow  J  bot  we  fliatt  perfedly  know  hereafter'^ 

For 
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I  Cor.  X  3.  for  when  that  which  is  ferfeEt  is  ccme^  thed 
that  which  is  in  fart  (hall  be  done  axeayi  The 
Time  is  iiaftnio^  when  the  anfearcbable  Wif- 
dotti,  the  impartial  Juftice,  and  infinite  Godd- 
neft  of  God  (hall  (hine  forth  with  a  flaming 
Luftre  vand  we  fhall  feea  Beaaty  and  Harmony 
in  all  the  dark  Scenes  of  Providence,  which 
were  too  hard  for  our  Reafon,  and  a  great 
Exercife  to  our  Faith,  while  we  abode  in  this 
mifty  Region. 

We  are  aflembled  at  this  time  in  the  Houfe 
t)f  Mourning,  not  to  arraign  the  Conduct  6f 
Heaven,  but  to  humble  our  felves  under  God's 
mighty  Hand,  who  has  removM  from  the 
midft  of  us.  One  under  whofe  Shadow  we  hive 
fat  with  great  delight.  The  Almighty  has 
broken  to  pieces  an  Earthen  Veflel,  that  was 
excellently  ftock'd  with  Heavenly  Treafure : 
He  has  cxtinguilhM  a  burning  and  a  (hining 
Light :  He  has  fealed  up  a  Star  in  fudden  and 
thick  Darknefs,  which  he  held  in  his  Right 
Hand  \  fo  that  we  are  deprived  of  its  comfortable 
Light  and  its  ufeful  Influence.  And  how  caa 
we  but  mourn  our  Lofs  ?  Yet  let  this  Confide* 
ration  prevent  an  immoderate  Grief,  that  He, 
In  whofe  Place  I  now  ftand,  could  fey  upon  fo^ 
lid  Grounds,  when  he  drew  near  the  Period  of 
his  Life,  with  the  great  Apoftle  in  the  Words 
of  the  Text,  I  have  fought  a  good  Fight ^  I  have 
fimJh^dmyCourfe^  1  have  kept  the  Faith.  Hence'^ 
forth  is  laid  up  for  me  a  Crown  of  Right eoufnefs^ 
phich  the  Lord  the  Righteous  Judg  fhall  give  me  at 
that  Day  V  and  not  to  me  only^  but  to  aS  them  dfr 
that  love  his  Appearing* 

This  fecond  Epiftie  to  T$mothy^  of  which  thd 
Text  is  a  part,  was  written  by  the  Apoftk 
tatdr  when  he  Was  a  Prifonenat  Rmei  and  afJ. 

ut 
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tCT  he  had  made  an  appearance  more  *  than 
once  before  Nero  the  Emperor.  And  'tis  ge- 
nerally thought,  both  by  Antient  and  Modern 
Writers,  that  this  was  the  laft  Epiftle  which 
he  wrote  \  and  therefore  Chryfofiom  fays  of  it^ 
That  it  was  as  it  were  his  lajt  Will  and  Tefiament* 
And  indeed  the  Words  immediately  preceding 
the  Text,  fignify  to  us  that  he  was  very  appre- 
henfive  of  his  approaching  Death  :  For  (fays 
he)  J  am  now  ready  to  he  offered  J  and  the  time  <?/ver,  tf; 
tny  Departure  is  at  hand.  From  the  manlier  of 
the  ExpretTion  we  may  conclude,  that  he  ex- 
pefted  a  very  fudden  but  violent  Deaths  that 
he  fhould  fliare  the  Honours  of  Martyrdom : 
For  the  Original  is  very  expreflive  nh  ^mvib^t^ 
I  am  now  off^erd^  or,  /  am  already  four*d  cut^ 
(he  alludes  to  the  manner  of  Libations  in  Sa- 
crifices) and  the  time  of  my  Departure  i^W)t>w,  is 
infiant.  He  feems  every  moment  to  be  ex- 
pefting  his  Death,  and  reprefents  it  fo  near, 
As  if  he  had  been  not  only  drawing  to  Execu- 
tion, but  as  if  the  facrificing  Knife  had  been 
at  his  Throat.  Whether  the  Menaces  of  the 
Emperor  made  the  Apoftle  fo  apprehenfive  of 
the  nearnefs  of  his  Death,  or  whether  he  had 
a  new  and  fpccial  Revelation  concerning  it, 
as  the  Apoftle  P^rer  had  of  his,  2  Pet*  1.14.  or 
whether  that  Apprehenfion  was  from  both,  I 
will  not  determine :  But  upon  the  whole,  w* 
find,  he  was  not  at  all  furpriz'd.  He  had  Peace 
reigning  within,  and  a  Record  abiding  on 
high,  and  he  exults  like  one  that  was  more 
than  a  Conqueror :  I  have  fought  a  goad  fight^  t 

•  ^s  may  be  coUe^ed  from  2  Tim.  4.,  i^,  17.  ds  alfo  from  the 
Poftfcrzpt  to  tkt6  EpiflU,  Vid.  L.  E.  du  Pin.  jtyaiigeUcal  Hifiory^ 
^d  ^ttit.  And  Echaid'f  Churfb-Hiflory, 

M  havi 
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have  firtifh^d  my  Courfe^  J  hnvt  hft  the  Faitb* 
Henceforth  is  laid  up  for  me  a  Crown  of  Righteouf- 
nefsj  which  the  Lord  the  Righteous  Judz  wiU  give 
me  4t  that  Day  ;  and  not  to  me  only^  but  unto  aU 
them  alfo  that  love  his  Af fearing. 

la  which  Words  we  may  take  notice  of 
tbefe  two  generial  Parts. 

fir/?.  The  Apoftle's  Relation  of  bis  Condaft 
in  this  World :  /  have  fought  a  good  Fight^ 
&c. 

Secondly  J  The  joyful  Eicpedation  he  had 
of  confammate  Happinefs  in  the  other 
World:  Henceforth  is  laid  uf  for  me  4 
Crown  of  Righteoufnefsf  &c. 

I  begin  with  the  firft  of  tbefe,  the  Apoftle^s 
Relation  of  hisCondud:  in  this  W<^ld,  aboat 
wbkh  he  affirms  three  things : 

J.  That  be  had  fought  a  good  Bght* 

II.  That  he  had  finifiU  his  Courfe.  And 

III.  That  be  had  keft  the  Faith. 

!•  The  Apollle  affirms  that  be  had  fitfght  s- 
good  Fight.  This,  as  well  as  other  Phrafes  in  the 
Text,  are  Agoniftical  j  and  'tis  more  than  pro* 
bable,  that  he  allades  to  the  celebrated  £)terciies 
that  were  in  vogue  amongft  the  Grecians^  who 
being  acquaint<sd  with  thefeCuftoms,  weQ  an« 
derftbbd  the  Force  of  the  Expreffions  that  arc 
usM  here  and  elfewhere  in  the  Apoftle's  Wri- 
tings. Ih^e  fought  a  good  Fight:  The  origin 
nal  Word  15  of  great  extent,  and  may  be  re- 
fer'd  to  any  of  the  four  illuftrious  Strifes  in 
ufe  amongft  the  Greeks.  I  have  fought  a  good 
Fight '^  or,  as  they  may  be  turn'd,  I  have 
ftriven  a  good  Strife.    Either  way  the  Scnfe  is 

the 
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the  fame  i  aad   they  (ignify  to  us,   that  the 
Chriftian  Life  is  a  Life  of  Warfare :  But  that  a 
Gofpel-Minifter's  Life  is  fo  in  a  very  eminent  re- 
gard, appears, in  that  he  is  notonly  to  ftruggle 
thro  the  ordinary  Difficulties  of  Life,  and  the 
Temptations  that  are  common  to  Chriftians  as 
fuch  i   but  his  honourable  Poft  in  the  Church 
cxpofes  him  more  to  the  Hatred  of  bad  Men, 
end  the  Malice  of  Devils,   than  if  he  ftood  on 
lower  Ground:    for    being   rais'd    fomewhat 
higher  by  his  Office  than  an  ordinary  Chriftian, 
his  Enemies  multiply  in  Number,  and  increafe 
in  Vigour  -,  for  'tis  not  the  Sacrednefs  of  the 
Minifter's  Calling  that  will  fecure  him  from 
violent  Temptations  and  preffing  Sorrows. 

Tho  our  Apoftle  was  an  wam^te  Seraphim^ 
as  Dr.  ^4m  fomewhere  calls  him,  on  the  ac- 
count of  his  Zeal  in  the  Service  of  his  Divine 
Mafteri  yet  how  many  fpitefulRefleftions  and 
malicious  Cenfures  did  this  excellent  Man  fall 
under,  both  with  regard  to  his  perfonal  Con- 
dua,  and  the  Difcharge  of  his  ApoftoUck  Func- 
tion ?  And  what  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  are 
there  that  difcover  any  Zeal  for  leflening  the 
Empire  of  Satan,  and  enlarging  the  Kingdom 
of  the  Meffiahv  but  they  foonfind  themfelves 
encompafled  with  Enemies  of  various  forts  ? 
Sometimes  they  are  attacked  by  fecret  Fraud, 
at  other  times  with  open  Force  j  fometimes 
perfecuted  by  profefs'd  Enemies,  at  other  times 
betray'd  by  falfe  Friends.  'Tis  a  tedious  trou- 
blefom  War  that  every  private  Chriftian,  but 
remarkably  every  Minifter,  is  engaged  in*  Now 
Fighting  fuppofes  Enemies,  and  thefe,  as  I 
hinted  before,  are  many  and  ftrong,  who  op- 
pofe  the  Work  of  God  in  the  Hearts  of  Be^ 
itversy  as  well  as  the  Work  of  God  in  the 
^^'-  M  2  Hands 
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Hands  of  Minijiers.  We  arc  not  only  to  en- 
counter the  Flelh  and  the  World,  which  occa- 
xPet.2.  xi.fion'd  that  Caution  of  the  Apoftle,  Ahfiain 
from  fiejhly  Lufis  that  war  againfi  the  Soul  \  but 
we  are  obligM  to  contend  with  the  fallen  An- 
gels: For,  fays  the  fame  Apoftle,  We  wrefile 
not  with  Flejh  and  Bloody  but  with  Princifdities 
and  Powers^  with  the  Rulers  of  the  Darknefs  of 
this  Worldj  and  with  Soiritual  IVickednefs  in  high 
Places.  Every  Chriftian,  but  eminently  every 
Minilter,  has  an  Army  of  Devils  to  contend 
with.  Kow  notwithft^nding  the  Eatigue  and 
Toil,  the  Difficulty  and  Hazard  which  at- 
tends the  Chriftian  Warfare,  this  great  Apoftle 
acquitted  himfelf  like  a  good  Soldier  of  Jefus 
Chrilt  9  who  fpeaks  in  the  Text  as  if  he  was 
trampling  his  Enemies  under  his  Feet,  and  was 
)ult  ready  to  take  hold  of  the  Crown  he  bad 
been  fighting  for :  /  have  fought  a  good  Fight. 
But  before  I  pafs  to  the  fecondHead,  I  would 
briefly  fuggeft  to  you  the  Reafons  for  which  he 
caWs  this  z good  Fight. 

I.  It  might  be  called  a  goodFight^  from  the 
Goodnefs  of  theCaufe.  'Tis  the  Caufe  of  God 
and  Religion  that  is  defended  and  maintained 
in  the  Chriftian  Warfare,  which  refers  to  the 
Rights  of  the  Godhead,  and  to  the  Happinefs 
of  Human  Spirits:  For  the  Apoftate  Angels 
>vould  rival  God  in  his  Throne.  Now  in  our 
contending  with  thefe  Principalities,  we  do 
our  utmoft  to  vindicate  the  Rights  of  the 
Deity,  and  to  expofe  the  Pride  and  Tyranny 
of  thofe  malignant  Spirits:  and  what  is  the 
necedary  Cpnfequence  of  this,  but  the  Defence 
of  Religion  in  general,  and  particularly  the 
fecuring  the  Intereft  of  our  immortal  Souls? 
Which  is  to  ad  agreeably  to  the  higheft  Reafon, 

and 
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and  futabiy  to  the  Dignity  of  Human  Nature, 
as  renewM  and  changed.    In  a  word,  the  Wif- 

dom  and  Goodnefs  of  God  are  wonderfully 
difplay'd  in  twitting  our  Duty  and  Intereft 
together  \  fo  that  the  faithful  Difcharge  of  the 
former  is  not  without  the  confiderable  Promo- 
tion of  the  latter. 

2.  It  might  be  called  a  Good  FJght^  in  regard 
of  the  Goodnefs  of  his  Call.     A  Man  may  have 
Right  on  his  fide,   and  may  favour   the  belt 
Caufe  in  the  World  ^   but  things  muft  be  ad- 
jufted   by   the    Supreme    Powers,    and  from 
thence  muft  proceed  a  Legal  Call^   before  fuch  a 
one  can  lawfully  take  up  Arms  againft  an  ap- 
proaching Enemy.      'Tis  not  in    the  power 
of  private  Perfons  to  aft  at  pleafure  in  fuch 
Affairs,  without  a  Call  from  thofe  in  whofe 
hands  the  Government  is  lodg'd,  whether  in 
one  or  more.    Our  Great  Apoftle  in  the  Text 
aded  from  a  very  fignal  Call:    for  while  he 
was  fighting   under  the  Banner  of  Satan,   an 
Excefs  of  Divine  Light  encompalTed  him  round, 
and  threw  him  to  the  Earth ;  But  it  was  in 
order  to  raife  him  to  Heaven  *,    for  it  was 
followed  with  a   powerful  Voice  that  broke 
thro  the  Air  like  Thunder,  and    pierc'd    to 
the  very  Center  of  his  Soul.     For  being  a- 
wakenM  and  convinced  that  he  was  imbark'd* 
in  a  bad  Caufe,    and    under  the  Wrath  and 
Curfe  of  God,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  reveal  his  c*^-  "•  ^^• 
Son  in  him-i  that  he  might  bear  his  Name  before  the  a^s  9. 1$. 
Gentiles,    and  fight  under  the  Banner  of  the 
King  of  Ziony   both  as  a  Chriftian  and  as  an 
Apoftle.     And  tho  every  Perfon  has  not  fo 
remarkable  and  fo  extraordinary  a  Call  as  this 
excellent   Apoftle^   yet  every  Chriftian  has  a 
go9d  Call  to  a  Spiritual  Warfare.    We  own 
Hi'  .a  M  3  this 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


}66  A  Fu^neral  Sermon  on 

this  Call  when  wc  voluntarily  give  up  our 
felves  to  the  Father^  Son  and  Spirit  in  Holy 
Baptifm;  which  folemn  ProfefGon^  and  put- 
ting on  of  Chrift,  can  involve  in  it  no  left 
than  a  Refolution  in  the  Strength  of  Divine 
Grace  to  oppofethe  World,  the  Flefli^and  the 
Devil.  Moreover,  all  the  Exhortations  that 
are  fcatter'd  thro  the  Sacred  Volume  to  prefs 
upon  us  the  Duty  of  Mortification,  arc  Mo* 
tives  to  this  Spiritual  Warfare.  In  a  word, 
the  Sound  of  theGofpel-Trumpet  isaotonly 
to  proclaim  Liberty  to  Captives,  but  to  en- 
gage all  that  follow  the  Lamb  to  take  up  Arins 
againit  Sin  and  Satan.  - 

3*  The  Apoftle  might  call  it  4  good  Figbt^ 
in  regard  of  the  ExceBenvy  of  the  Gentralj  un- 
der whofe  Banner  he  and  all  other  Chriftians 
fight.  \ 

The  Church  of  Chrift  is  like. a  well-diici* 
plin'd  Army,  and  not  like  a  tumultuous  Rout ; 
and  there  is  a  great  Beauty  and  Luftre  upon 
thofe  Societies  (who  together  make  np  the 
Univerfal  Church)  where  the  feveral  OjfficerS 
whom  Chrilt  has  appointed,  move  in  their 
own  proper  Spheres.  Yet  thefe,  with  ordi- 
nary Chriftians,  own  the  fame  common  Head, 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrllt,  wiio  as  Generalifllmo 
of  this  Army  marches  in  tlie  Van.  He  that 
is  the  Head  of  the  Church,  is  the  Captain  of 
our  Salvation,  and  the  RpyaLGeneral  under 
whofe  Banner  wc  fight:  And  who  would  not 
engage  under  a  Perfbn  of  fuch  goodCOtndoft, 
who  leads  out  to  certain  Viftory  ?  One  who 
has  infinite  Wifdom  to  <direa,  and  irrefif- 
tlble  Power  to  defend  thofe  that;  follow 
him,  and  to  deftroy  ;all  that  oppofe  bim. 
He  is  a  Ccnetal  us'd  td  fight,  and  t»s'd  to 
conquer.  4.  'Tls 


Digitized  byCjOOglC 


Mr.  Thomas  Harrifon.  1 67 

4.  'Tis  a  Good  Kght^  bccaufe  of  that  excel- 
lent ProvifioQ  which  God  bath  made  to  fur- 
nifli  all  that  engage  in  it,  with  futable  Ar- 
mour and  other  neceflary  Supplies.  If  a  Man 
has  never  fo  great  Courage,  or  never  fo  good 
a  Caufe,  if  he's  naked  and  unarmed  when  an 
Eoiemy  approaches  him,  his  Heart  will  almolt 
die  within  him.  But  God  hath  taken  eflec« 
tual  care  in  the  Chriftian  Warfare  to  furnifli 
us  with  Arms  proper  to  defend  our  felves, 
or  to  offend  our  Enemies.  A  Recital  of  the 
feveral  parts  of  the  Chriftian  Armour^  this 
Apoitle  hath  given  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Efhe^ 
jums^  where  he  exhorts  Chriftians,  To  put  on  Eph.^.  n, 

the  whole  jirmojtr  of  God. Having  your  Loins  |3»  h.  iy» 

gift  about  wifh  Truih^  and  having  on  the  Breaft-  '  ^^' 
flate  of  Righteoufnefs ',  and  your  Feet  Jhod  with 
the  Preparation  of  the  Gofpel  of  Peace  :  above  ail^ 
taking  the  Shield  of  Faith^  wherewith  ye  Jhall  he 
able  to  auench  all  the  fiery  Darts  of  the  Wicked  : 
And  tJte  the  Helmet  of  Salvation^  and  the  Sword 
of  the  Spirit^  which  is  the  Word  of  God :  Pray^ 
ing  always  with  all  Prayer  and  Supplication  in 
the  Spirity  and  watching  thereunto  with  all  Per^ 
feverance  and  Supplication  for  all  Saints.  In 
this  Enumeration,  as  feveral  have  remarked, 
there  is  no  mention  made  of  Armour  for  the 
Back.  The  Reafon  is  evident ;  for  thofe  that 
arc  good  Soldiers  of  Jefus  Chrift,  tnufi  fet  their  ifa.  50. 7. 
Facei  like  a  FUntj  and  never  turn  their  Backs 
in  Fight.  And  as  the  Weapons  of  the  Chrif- 
tian Warfare  are  fpiritual  and  not  carnal,  fo 
they  are  mighty  only  thro  God,  and  de- 
ftrudiye  only  to  the  Enemies  of  God.  The 
Chriftian  Inftitution  no  where  enjoins  us  to  go 
on  Pilgrimages  bare-foot,  or  to  fubmit  to  the 
Penance  of  fcoarging  our  Flelh  for  theDifcr- 
lo  M  4  ders 
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ders  of  oar  Spirits.    Thefe  are  tlie  bafei  Cont 
trivances  of  the  Popiih  Party,  who  would  havo" 
Thongs  and  Whipcord  as  ncceffary  Weapons 
in  the  Chriftian  Warfare,  as  the  Sword  ot  the 
Spirit,  and  the  Shield  of  Faith. 

Moreover,  fhouldft  thou  begin  to  faint  thro 
fhy  conftant  Toils  in  War,  God  has  promised 

<^t4^t*^t  to  give  Power  to  the  Faint  ^  and  to  them  that  have 
no  Might  he  encreaftth  Strength  \  and  that  as  our 
Day  isj  our  Strength  (hall  be.  ^ 

5.  The  Apoftie  might  call  it  a  good  Fightj 
in  regard  of  the  Excellent  Company  in  which 
Chriftians  engage  under  the  Banner  of  Jefus. 
For  in  the  Chriftian  Warfare  we  fight  in  com^ 
pany  with  aU  the  good  Angels  tnat  are  in 
Heaven,  and  all  the  good  Men  that  are  upon 
Earth.    The  Author  to  the  Hebrews  affxivts 

P$M!  **r  us.  That  all  the  good  Angels  are  minifiring 
Spirits  fent  forth  to  minifier  to  them  that  JhaU  bo 
Heirs  of  Salvation.  Now  'tis  generally  thought, 
that  among  other  good  OfEces  thefe  kind  Spi- 
rits do  us,  ^  they  do  oppofe  the  evil  Angels^  and 
defend  us  againfi  their  AjfatdtSy  countermining 
their  malicious  JDeJigns  and  Attempt^  upon  us. 
Then  as  to  good  Men,  tho  they  have  their  fm-^ 
gle  Confiids,  yet  other  Chriltians  affift  *em 
therein  by  their  Advice  and  Prayers  j  fo  that 
in  our  fpiritual  Warfare  we  may  confider  our 
felves  as  fighting  in  company  with  Bled  Angels 
and  Redeemed  Men,  who  compofe  but  one 
Army  under  the  Condud  of  the  Prince  of  the 
Kings  of  the  Earth. 

How  ambitious  lately  were  fome  Perfons  of 
9  Martial  Genius  of  fighting  under  the  Banner 

— ■ — ■ —  ijiif.  '  % 
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of  an  moftrious  Hero,  I  mean  WillUm  the 
Third  of  Glorious  Memory  ?  But  how  much 
more  defirous  fhould  Ghriftians  be  to  fight  un- 
der the  Banner  of  the  Son  of  God,  in  company 
with  all  the  Angels  in  Heaven  and  good  Men 
upon  Earth  ? 

6.  The  Reward  that  awaits  thofe  that  are 
Viftors,  proves  that  'tis  a  Good  Fight.  In  other 
Fights  many  Soldiers  fall,  and  never  fee  on 
which  fide  the  ViOiory  tarns  j  but  in  this  War- 
fare, tho  thou  dieft  in  the  Heat  of  Battel,  yet 
thou  art  vidorious*  But  what  that  Reward  is 
that  fliall  be  beftow'd  on  fuch  ^s  fight  the  good 
fi^  of  Faith  (for  fo  the  Apoftlc  elfewhere 
calls  this  Fight)  you  will  bear  when  I  fpeak 
to  the  latter  pait  of  the  Text,  to  which  I 
Ihall  haften. 

11.  The  Ajfeftle   affirms,^  when  he  was  in 
the  view  of  Death,  that  fc^  hadfiniJVd  his  Cowrfe. 
Here  he  compares  his  Work,  both  as  a  Saint 
and  as  anApoftle,  to  the  running  of  a  Race-, 
which  comprehends  all  that  a  Chriftian  is  con- 
cernM^about,  both  with  regard  to  Faith  and 
Pradicc,  while  he  abides  in  this  World.    It 
imports  the  Exercife  of  all  Chriftian  Graces, 
the  Performance  of  all  perfonal  and  relative 
Duties,  together  with  aconftant  SubjeSiionto 
the  Authority  of  the  Son  of  God  in  thepraaice 
of  every  Gofpel-Ordinancc ;  which  things  arc 
the  great  Ornaments  of  the  Chriftian  Life : 
for  as  the  Stars  beautify  the  Firmament,  fodo 
thefe  things  give  a  Luftre  and  Beauty  to  the 
Convcrfation  of  Ghriftians.    But  ferther,  it 
imports  a  vigorous  Oppolition  to  whatever 
meets  ns  in  the  way  of  Duty,  and  a  furmount- 
ing  all  Difficulties  in  the  Strength  of  the  Lnd^ 
pidinihePftpcr  of  his  Might.  A 
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A  common  Race  cannot  be  run  without  great 
Strength,  extraordinary  Aftivity,  and  unwea- 
ried Perfeverance.  The  firft  is  opposed  to 
Weaknefs,  the  fecond  to  Sloth,  and  the  third 
to  Apoftacy :  So  that  by  this  AUufion  in  the 
Text  the  Apoftle  fets  forth  the  great  Difficul- 
ties and  the  arduous  Labours  he  met  with,  and 
pafs'd  thro  in  the  difcharge  of  his  Duty.  And 
when  he  cries  out,  /  have  finifh^d  my  Courfe^ 
'tis  as  if  he  had  faid,  *^  Tho  I  have  met  with 
*'  great  Oppofition  in  my  Race  as  a  Chriftian 
"  and  as  an  Apoftle,  yet  I  have  forc'd  my  way 
*'  through  by  the  Aids  of  omnipotent  Grace; 
*'  and  as  I  am  juft  doling  my  Days,  fo  have  I 
"  finilh'd  the  \X^ork  which  God  gave  me  to 
"  da;  And  as  I  have  fufFer'ci  for  theTeftimo- 
*'  ny  of  Jefus  already,  that  Tefiimony  I  hope 
**  to  feal  with  my  Blood ;  for  lexpeft  no  cheap 
"  and  eafy  Vidory.  Yet  tire  aflurance  I  have 
**  of  Divine  Strength,  when  I  fhallfuffer  the 
*'  pains  of  Martyrdom,  makes  me  fpeak  as  if 
**  I  had  laid  down  my  Life  already,  and  was 
*^  juft  receiving  my  Reward." 

So  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  Apoftle  did  in 
Hcb.  12. 1.  Patience  polTefs  his  Soul,  as  he  had  with  Pa- 
tience run  the  Race  that  wasfet  bef0re  him*     He 
bore  the  Evils  God  faw  meet  to  bring  upon 
him,  and  quietly  waited  for  that  Good  which 
God  had  promis'd  to  give  to  him.    In  a  word, 
be  was  fo  confcientious  in  the  whole  of  his 
Conduft,  that  he  was  ready  to  appeal  to  Hea- 
ven fpr  the  Sincerity  of  his  Heart,  and  to  all 
thofe  he  had  laboured   amongft  for  the  Un- 
blamablenefs  of  his  Life.     He  fo  difcharg'd  all 
his  Obligations  both  in  a  publick  and  private 
Capacity,  ia  his  excellent  Deportment  as  a 
Chriftian,  and  in  his  abundant  Labours  as  an 
*.  .  i  .  ^ ' .  \  V  A  . .  '.yiHi ;    Apoltle, 
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Apoftle^  that  he  could  fay  with  rdpcft  to  both, 
when  on  theCoafines  of  the  Dead,  Ihsvefi^ 
nifiid  nty  Courfe.  i 

III.  He  affirms.  That  he  had  kept  the  Faith. 
Faith  here  may  be  either  taken  for  the  Grace 
of  Faith,  or  the  Doctrine  of  Faith.  If  we 
underfl^n^d  it  in  the  former  fenfe,  then  the 
Apoftk  would  fignify  to  us.  That  he  had  liv'd 
a  Life  of  Faith,  in  the  conftant  Ex^rcife  of 
that  excellent  Grace.  We  walk  hy  Faith,  not 
hy  5/^k,  fays  this  Apoftle;  aod  elfewhere. 
The  Life  that  I  live  in  the  Flejh  is  bv  the  Faith  of 
the  Son  of  God*  Atki  if  we  underftand  the 
Words  tnos,  1  do  ^ot  fee  but  that  they  may 
comprehend  that  Faithfulnefs  alfo  which  *  fome 
would  have  to  be  meant  by  his  keeping  the 
Faith,  'wfc.  That  Faith  he  had  plighted  to 
God,  when  dedicated  firft  by  the  Vow  of  Bap- 
tifm,  and  afterwards  fefar4ted  to  the  Wqrk  of 
the  Minifirf  by  the  Imfofition  of  Hapdh  He  had 
faithfully  dilcharg'd  thofe  Promifcs  and  Vows 
whichhe  made  on  both  Cfecafioqs. 

But  t^  J?aith  in  this  plajpe  I  cbufc  rather  to 
underftand  the  Define  of  Faith.  And  then 
the  Ajpoftlc's  affirmiflg^  that  he  bad  heft  the 
Eiir&,  may  imply  :tbefei  things. 

u  That  he  hadkept4:hcDoarineof  Faitfc 
oncorriipt  in  hisFr«*:lli«g:  That  as  >  he  re^ 
ceived  it  without  Miitnre^  fo  he  preached  it 
to  oCke;:^  in  i)ds  owi^iia^ve  Purity  and  Lpftret 
That  wbidh  this  Apoftlc  faid  concerning  th« 
Holy  Sapper  ofJorit  Jm^  be  cduld .  fiy  of 
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HOMK   every  part  of  the  Doarine  of  Faith;  For  I 
*^"  have  received  of  the  Lord  that  which  alfo  I  deli^ 

verd  unto  you.  He  never  taught  for  Doftrinc 
the  Commandments  of  Men  :  Nor  did  he  thro 
Cowardice  conceal,  or  forlntereft  corrupt  any 
Branch  of  the  Doftrine  of  Faith  that  was  com- 
mitted to  him.  Therefore  in  his  valediftory 
Aafao.ad,  Difcourfe  to  the  Epheflan  Chriftians,  he  takes 
*^'  ^em  to  record  that  he  was  pure  from  the  Blood  of 

all  Men*     For  (fays  he)  I  have  not  fhunnedto  de- 
dare  vnto  you  all  the  Covnfel  of  God. 

And  tho  fome  thro  Ignorance,  and  others 
thro  Malice,  might  mifinterpret  whathefpoke 
to  an  end  quite  different  from  what  he  defign'd, 
yet  he  teftifies  for  himfelf  and  his  Brethren^ 
SO?rt  f.»-  That  they  had  not  handled  the  Word  of  God  deceit* 
fully  y  but  by  manifeflation  of  the  Truth^  commending 
themfelves  to  every  Mat^s  Confcience  in  the  fight 
of  God.  In  all  the  Sermons  of  our  Apoftle 
the  unfophifticated  Doftrine  of  Faith  was  de- 
livered with  the  grcateft  Clearnefs  and  Strength. 
But, 

2,  By  the  Apoftle's  keeping  the  Doftrine  of 
Faith,  may  be  intended  his  Defence  of  it  a- 
gainfl;  the  bold  Encroachments  of  falfe  Teachers, 
who  did  their  utmoft  to  corrupt  the  Chriftian 
Faith.  I  have  not  time  to  take  notice  of  the 
*  Dogmata  that  were  broached  by  Simon^  and 
afterwards  propagated  by  the  Gnoflicks,  with 
a  defign  to  debauch  and  fubvert  the  Chriftiaa 
Religion.  I  can  only  fay  in  general,  that  it 
was  the  unwearied  Endeavour  of  this  excellent 
Apoftle  in  his  Epiftles  to  the  Churches,  as  well 
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as  in  publick  Difpates.  to  deted:  the  Errors 

both  of  Jews  and  Pagans^  and  to  defend  the 
Doftrine  that  he  delivered  from  the  Exceptions 
that  were  made  againft:  it  by  all  forts  of  Ene- 
mies i  that  neither  the  antiquated  Ceremonies 
of  the  Jiws^  nor  the  fuperltitious  Rites  of  the 
Gentiles  might  be  mix'd  with  the  pure  Doftrine 
of  Faith,  which  was  deliver'd  to  the  Saints. 
Indeed  in  things  of  an  indifferent  nature,  he 
became  all  things  to  all  Men,  that  by  any 
means  he  might  gain  fomc.  But  when  the 
great  Articles  of  the  Chriftian  Faith  were 
ftruck  at,  he  was  fo  far  from  complying  with 
the  Humour  and  Defign  of  the  falfe  Apoftlcs, 
that  he  would  not  givefUce  by  fnhjeUion^  w«GtLt.'ji5 
not  for  an  hour. 

3,  The  Apoftle's  keeping  the  Doftrine  of 
Faith,  may  refer  to  that  fpecial  Care  that  he 
took  to  hand  it  down  uncorrupted  to  Pofterity. 
Thus  much  may  be  coUefted  from  the  Charge 
this  Apoftle  gives  to  Timothy  in  the  fecond 
Chapter  of  this  fecond  Epiftle,  ver- 1 .  Thou 
therefore^  my  Son^  be  firong  in  the  Grace  that  is 
in  ChrJfi  Je/us  J  and  the  things  that  thou  hafi  heard 
of  me  among  many  Witneffes^  the  fame  commit 
thou  t&  faithful  Men^  who  Jhall  be  able  to  teach 
others  alfo.  So  that  when  the  Apoftle  fays  he 
has  kept  the  Faith,  'tis  as  if  he  had  faid,  I 
have  not  only  preached  it  in  its  Purity,  and 
defended  it  againft  the  Attempts  of  others  to 
adulterate  if,  but  I  have  taken  care  that  it  Ihall 
be  tranfmitted  uncorrupt  to  Pofterity  after  my 
Deceafe. 

4,  By  keeping  the  Faith,  may  be  intended 
that  farther  Teftimony  the  Apoftle  was  jufl; 
ready  to  give  to  the  Doftrine  which  he  had 
preach'd,  by  fealing  if  with  his  Blood.    For 

i .  ^ b« 
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fce  had  before  figaified  how  well  he  was  recbn- 

cii'u  to  tht  Death  uf  a  Maityr  for  the  Chrs/" 
tian  Cavfe.  For  the  many  Brethren  befought 
him  with  a  Flood  of  Tears  not  to  go  up  to  Je^ 
rnfahm^  becaufe  of  the  Prophecy  of  j4gabm  % 
aiatii.to,  Paul  anfwered  and  faidy  What  mean  ye  ta  weep 
''•'*»'^'  and  break  my  Heart  .^  For  I  am  r&ady  not  ta 
be  bound  only^  but  alfo  to  die  at  Jerufalem  for 
the  Name  of  the  Lord  Jefus*  And  'twas  the 
flaming  Zeal  of  this  Apoftle  to  promote  and 
fpread  the  pure  Doftrine  of  Faith  when  he  was 
at  Rome-i  that  provokM  the  Emperor  to  haften 
his  Death :  For  by  his  preaching  there^  'tis 
reported  that  God  made  him  an  Inftrument  to 
convert  one  of  the  Emperor's  Concubines^  and 
hWCufbearer^  to  the  Chriftian  Faith.  So  that 
this  Lion  refolv'd  to  wreek  his  Malice  upon 
the  Holy  Apoftle,  who  being  a  Romany  was 
beheaded  immediately  after  by  Nero^%  Com- 
mand. And  as  this  Great  Doftor  of  the  Gen- 
tiles fought  in  Faith,  and  run  in  Faith,  fo  at 
length  he  died  not  only  in  the  Faith,  but  for 
it  \  fealing  the  Truth  of  that  Faith  which  he 
preach'd  with  his  own  Blood  j  being  born  up 
under  all  his  Trials  by  the  eye  he  had  to  the 
Recompence  of  Reward.  And  this  leads  me 
to  the  Second  part  of  the  Text,     . 

The  joyful  Expcftation  which  the  Apoftle 
had  of  confummate  Happinefs  in  the  other 
World,  Henceforth  is  laid  up  for  mt  a  Crowrt 
9f  Righteanfnefsy  whick  the  Lord  the  Righteous 
Judg  jhallgive  me  at  that  day  ;  and  nottd  me  only^ 
but  unto  all  them  alfo  that  love  his  Appearing* 
Wherein  are  thefe  Six  things  confiderable  to 
be  infifted  oiv 

I-  What 
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I.  What  the  Apoltle  expeded^  and  that  was 

a  Crown  of  Righteoufnefs* 
\h  From  whom  he  expeaed  k,  and  that  was 

from  the  Lord  the  M^hteom  Jidg. 
IIL  Under  what  Gonuderatioa  he  expeded 

this  Grown,  and  that  was  as  a  free  Gift : 

The  Lard  the  Righteous  JudgfhaBgive  me. 

IV.  The  Time  when  he  cxj^cd  to  receive 
it;  that  was,  at  that  D^^  i.  r.  the  Great 
Day  of  Judgment. 

V.  The  Certainty  and  Ground  of  his  Ex^ 
pedation :  Henceforth  it  laid  npforme* 

VI.  The  Intereftthat  other  Saints  have  in  a 
Crown  of  Righteoufnefs :  It  (hall  be  given 
(lays  he)  not  only  to  me^  but  to  all  them  alfo 
that  love  hie  ^f fearing. 

I.  V(^hat  the  Apoftle  expefted^  and  that  wa« 
a  Crown  of  Righteoufnefs* 

By  which  Mxprellton  he  can  intend  no  left 
than  the  compleat  Happinefs  of  the  future 
State.  We  may  obferve,  that  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures  there  artf  feveral  chofen  Compari- 
fi>ns  made  uft  of  by  the  Holv  Ghoft  to  fet  forth 
the  Excellency  and  Gloryoi  the  Life  to  come^ 
Sometimes  ^is  repreiented  by  the  Streams  of 
a  pure  River  ;  by  the  Joys  of  a  Marriage-Fefti- 
val ;  by  a  magnificent  Stmdure  that  has  in  it 
many  Manfions;  by  an  Inheriuncein  Light} 
by  a  uniform  City^  by  a  prions  Kingdom, 
and  in  my  Text  by  a  glittering  Crown. 

In  the  former  part  of  the  Text  I  told  you; 
that  the  Apoftle  alludes  to  the  Olympick  Exer- 
cifes  in  ufe  among  the  Greeks :  In  this  latter 
part,  when  he  comes  to  fpeak  of  the  Reward 
of  the  Faithful,  he  feems  alfo  to  allude  to  that 
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Reward  that  was  beftowM  on  fach  as  fiiccecdcd 
ia  the  aforc*mentioned  Exercifes,  which  ^m 
a  Crown  composed  of  the  Branches  of  fome 
Tree,  which  is  therefore  called  by  Lucian 
^fjiiv&  Hfduf&f  a  leafy  Crown.  But  theCrowa 
mentioned  in  my  Text  is  more  excellent  and 
more  durable;  for  elfewhere it  is cdled^  anin^ 
corruftihU  Croipn^^  d  Crown  of  Ltfoj  a  Crmvn  of 
Glory  i  but  in  the  Text  4  Crown  of  Righteoufntfs^ 
So  that  it  will  be  neceflary  briefly  to  anfwer 
thefe  two  Queftions : 

1.  Why  theHappinefsof  the  Saints  in  the 
other  World  is  jrepreiented  by  a  Crwnf 

2.  Why  *tis  called  a  Crown  of  Righteoufnefs  f 

t.  Why  the  Hapoinefs  of.  the  Saints  in  the 
other  World  is  fet  torth  by  a  Crown  ? 

ifi.  This  is  to  fignifythe  Recovery  of  that 
Dominion  which  we  loft  by  our  Apoftacy  from 
God.  We  were  at  firft  created  with  a  Domi« 
nion  over  the  Creatures;  but  they  in  a  great 
meafureihook  off  their  Subjedion  to  Man  npon 
his  Difobedience  to  God.*  Kow  our  Saviour 
recovers  us  from  our  abjea  State  by  his  Obe- 
dience and  Sufferings,  thereby  purchafing  for 
us  a  Crown^  ue.  a  future  State  of  Happinefs, 
wherein  we  IhaQ  have  as.  much  Dignity  and 
Dominion  as  becomes  Creatures  of  our  Order. 
A  Crown  is  an  Emblem  of  M^jefty,  and  notes 
the  Imperial  Honour  and  Kingly  Dignity  to 
which  the  Saints  (hall  be  rais'd  in  the  other 
World.  The  Apoftle  lets  us  know  that  the 
Children  of  God  on  Earth  are  joint  Heirs  with 
Chrifi  i  but  the  £xpreOion  in  the  Text  fignifies, 
that  in  Heaven  they  (hall  be  joint  Regents  with 
Jufli:   And  fo    he  has  elfcwhere  prx)misM, 

That 
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T%at  if  we  fufer  with  him^  we  JhaB  alfi  reign  Lukcaa-ap? 
with  him.  And  fays  he,  /  appoint  unto  you  a 
Kingdom^  as  my  Father  hath  appointed  unto  wf»  Rcy.  3.ax<i 
And,  To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  grant  to  fie 
with  me  in  my  Throne^  even  as  I  aljo  overcame^ 
and  am  fat  down  with  my  Father  in  his  Throne* 
Upon  which,  one  obferves,  That  after  vifto- 
rious  Obedience,  the  Saints  fliall  be  taken  into 
Sovereign  Alliance  with  Chrift,  and  reign  fot 
ever. 

idtyj    The  Saints  Happinefs  in  the  other 
World  may  be  fct  forth  by   i  Crown,  be- 
caufe  it  fignifies  Riches  and  Pieaty  as  well  as 
Honoui*  and  Dignity.     And  accordingly  we 
aic  cold,   That  in  the  Divine  Prefence  there  v{9,U6.  it] 
is  Fulnefs  of  Joy^  and  at  God^s  Right  Hand  there 
are  Fleafvres  for  evermore.    Theft  are  pure  un- 
allayM  Delights  \    but  here  our  molt  exalted 
and  fublimated  ^icafures  are  mix'd  with  Igno- 
rance i    for  i  fpeak  of  intelleftaal  '^leafures. 
As  for  chofe  that  are  more  grofs,   that  ftrikc 
our  Senfes,  they  are  not  to  be  nam'd  with 
the  Delights  of  Heaven,  for  they  vanifli  in  the 
Comparifon.    So  that  upon  the  whole  we  may 
conclude,  that  that  Fulnefs  and  Variety  that 
is  to  be  enjoy'd  in  Heaven,  (hall  always  pleafc 
and  fatisfy  the  enlarged  Capacities  of  Human 
Spirits.  And  that  this  Satisfadion  (hall  never 
decay,  but  abide  for  ever,  is  plainly  exprefs'd, 
in  that  it  is  elfe where  call'd  a  Crown  that 
fades  not  away.    In  a  word,  the  Ailurance 
that  our  Crown  IhaU  be  incorruptible  and  c- 
ternal,  is  of  fo  much  weight,  that  without 
It  oar  Crowns  would  fituneafy  on  our  Heads: 
for  the  thoughts  of  enjoying  an  uncertain  Fe- 
licity would  n^ake  u$  pau^  in  the  midft  of 
our  Hallelujahs^  and  damp  aU  our  Joys.    But, 

N         '  2.  \N\if 
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2.  Why  is  the  Crown  in  the  Text  caird 
M  Cravm  of  Righteoufiiefs  ?  I  anfwer, 

ifij  Becaufe  'tis  purchafed  by  the  Righte- 
oufnefs  of  the  Lord  Jefas  Chrift.  The  Blood 
by  which  we  are  redeem'd  from  Hell,  is  the 
Price  of  the  Crown  we  cxpeft  in  Heaven* 
There  was  Value  enough  in  the  one  Offering 
of  the  Son  of  God,  to  merit  for  us  a  Crown 
of  Life.  Death  is  fpoken  of  in  Scripture  as 
the  proper  Wages  of  Sin  j  but  Eternal  Life 
is  mention'd  as  a  gratuitous  Gift  thro  Jefus 
Chrift  our  Lord :  ^Tis  freely  beftow'd  with 
refped  to  us,  but  due  to  the  exuberant  Merits 
of  the  Son  of  God. 

idhj  It  may  be  call'd  a  Crown  of  Righ- 
teoulnefs,  as  'tis  the  Reward  of  Righteous 
Perfons,  rerily^  fays  the  Pfalmift,  there  is  4 
Rewdrd  for  the  RUbteom.  Tho  *  a  Righteous 
Man  is  made  fo  by  the  Imputation  of  the 
Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  to  him,  and  the  In« 
fufion  or  Impkntation  of  the  Graces  of  his 
Spirit  in  him ;  yet  God  delights  to  crown  his 
own  Gifts :  He  makes  us  Righteous,  and  then  re« 

caL  tf  t.  w^r^s  us  asjRighteous  Perfons.  He  that  foweth  t0 
the  Spirit  J  Jhallof  the  Spirit  reap  Life  everlajiing. 

Rom.2^,  7.  And  we  are  afTur'd,  that  Chrift  mU  render  Eter^ 
rtal  Life  to  them^  who  by  patient  continuance  in  welU 
doingy  feek  for  Glory ^  Honour  and  Immortality* 

Sdly^  This  Crown  in  the  Text  is  called  a 
Crown  of  Righteoufnefs,  becaufe  'tis  beftow'd 
according  to  the  faithful  Promife  of  the  Riglu 
teous  God.  The  compleat  Happinefs  we  er- 
pea  to  enjoy  in  the  other  Life,  God  has  pat 

•Seen  Vuneral  Sermon  9%  Mrf»  EluaWch  JBWCT,  hy  Ur.  The* 
Burriion,  p.  7,  t,  ^,  10. 
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into  Promife  in  this.  As  the  Chofen  of  God 
are  called  according  to  his  Purpofe,  fo  they 
are  eternally  favM  According  to  his  Promife : 
Pe  thon  faithful  Unto  i)eathy  and  I  wiU  give  Key.  %.ip. 
thee  a  Crown  of  Life.  Indeed  God  was  at  li*- 
berty  whether  he  would  enter  into  fuch  aa 
Engagement  or  not  j  but  having  plighted  his 
FaithtulneTs,  ^  he  is  a  Debtor  to  his  Promife^ 
and  we  are  fure  heMl  be  true  to  his  Word* 
Hath  he  faid^  and  Jhall  not  he  do  it  ?  Hath  he 
ffoken^  and  fhaU  he  not  make  it  good  ?  Our  God 
is  a  faithful  God,  a  God  of  Truth  j  which  will 
be  abundantly  difplayM  at  the  Great  Day^  whea 
according  to  his  righteous  Promifes  he  fhall 
crown  all  the  faithful  Followers  of  the  Lamb* 

II.    We  are  now  to  confider  from  whom 

the  Apoftle  expefted  this  Crown  ofRigh- 

teoufnefs^  and  that  was  from  the  Lord  tht 

Righteous  Judg. 

That  our  Blefled  Saviour  is  here  meant,  is 

very  evident  j  for  the  Scriptures  abundantly 

teftify,  That  he  is  the  Perfon  ordain'd  by  the 

Father  to  adminifter   the  Judgment  of  the 

Great  Day.    Chrift  as  God  has  an  original 

Right  to  difpenfe  Rewards  and  Punilhments  j 

but  as  Mediator,  'tis  a  delegated  Right.    T^e 

Father  judgeth  no  Man ^   hi^t  hath  committed  aUjQh,x.t%i 

judgment  to  the  Son :  i.  e.  The  Father  judgeth 

no  man  immediately  j  but  Jefus  Chrift,  as  fuf- 

taininjg  the  Charader,   and   difcharging  the 

Province  of  Mediator,    fhall  be  Judg  of  Quick 

and  Dead^  and  'twill  be  one  of  the  laft  AQls 

of  his  Mediatorlhip  to  difpenfe  Rewards  and 

Punilhi]^ents,  and  thefe  he  Ihall  difpenfe  as  a 

*  Pronucccndo  i«  DeHtoreto  fecit.    %Auf. 
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RighteoHs  Judg.  'Twas  prophefied  of  him^^ 
ICxx.3,4.  That  he  Jhovld  not  jvdg  after  the  fight  of  his 
Eyesy  neither  reprove  after  the  hearing  of  his  Ears  : 
But  with  Righteovfnefs  jhaU  he  judg  the  Poorj 
and  reprove  with  Equity,  As  God,  our  Saviour 
iseflentially  Holy  ancl  Righteous  j  and  as  Man, 
he  was  Holy^  Harmlefs^  Vndefiled^  and  feparate 
from  Sinners.  So  that  we  have  the  greateft 
aflurance  that  we  can  have,  that  our  Lord's 
Proceedings  in  Judgment  will  be  according  to 
the  ftrifteft  Juftice.  The  Rule  in  the  final 
Judgment  will  be  molt  equitable,  the  Evidence 
certain  and  full,  and  the  Sentence  impartial. 
So  that  our  Lord  will  be  clear  when  he  judgeth  : 
for  every  difobedient  Rebel  fhall  be  ftruck 
with  a  defcncelefs  Silence,  when  doomed  to,an 
eternal  Prifon  of  Firej  and  every  Child  of 
God,  when  crown'd,  Ihall  applaud  theRigh- 
teoufnefs  of  Chrift  as  a  Judg,  in  bellowing 
that  Reward  which  he  purchased  as  a  Saviour. 

III.  Under  what  confideration  did  the  A- 
poftle  expeft  t\A%  Crown  of  Righteovfnefs^ 
and   that  was  as  a  free  Gift^   which  the 
Lord  the  Righteous  Judg  fhall  give  me. 
Tho  this  Crown  is  a  fruit  of  Chrift's  Pur- 
chafe,   yet  'tis  alfo  an  effeft  of  Divine  Boun- 
ty, for  'tis  freely  given  with  refpeft  to  us. 
Chrift  indeed  will  manage  the  Judicial  Procefs 
Rox«:2.7.  according  to  Mens  Works.    Yet  I  find  that 
the  future  ^.eward  of  the  Saints  is  exprefled 
in  Scripture  by  Mercy.    The  Apoftle  fpeaking 
zTiaui.iB.  of  OnefiphorttSj    fays.     The  Lord  grant   to  him 
that  he  may  find  Mercy  of  the  Lord  in  that  I>ay» 
And  we  are  exhorted  to  keep  our  felves  in  the 
Love  of  Gody  looking  for  the  Mercy  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  unto  Eternal  Lift-    Now  if  onr  Re- 
ward 
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ward  in  Heaven  is  [of  God's  Mercy,  it  totally 
excludes  the  Creature's  Merit.  'Tis  impoflible 
that  Men  fliould  merit  either  before  or  after 
they  have  received  Grace  •,  for  what  proportion 
is  there  betwixt  the  Services  of  the  beft  Mca 
upon  Earth,  and  a  far  more  exceeding  and  e-* 
ternal  weight  of  Glory  in  Heaven  ?  In  the 
Apoftle's  Judgment,  the  Sufferings  of  this  pre- 
fent  time  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared 
with  the  Glory  that  Ihall  be  revealed  in  us. 
Accordingly  we  are  told,  that  the  Robes  of  the 
Martyrs  are  Wafhl^d  white  in  the  Blood  of  the 
LanA^  not  in  their  own  Blood.  Not  by  Works  tic.3.^ 
9f  Rigbteoufnefs  that  we  have  done^  but  accord- 
ing to  his  Mercy  he  faved  us.  A  Crown  of 
Righteoufnefs  is  not  merited  by  us,  hwt  given 
to  us,  for  the  fake  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrill. 

IV.   The  Time  when  the  Apoftle  expefted 
to  receive  this  Crown  of  Righteoufnefs  ^  and 
that  was  at  the  Great  Day  of  Judgment. 
Which  the  Lord  the  Righteous  Judg  fhall  give 
me  at  That  Day  j   at  That  Day  he  had   been 
fpeaking  of  in  the  Context^  the  Day  of  Chrift's  ^  Tim.  4..  i. 
Appearing  and  Kingdom,  when  he  (hall  come 
to  judg  both  the  Quick  and   the  Dead  i  at 
That  Day,    at  that  Great  and  Solemn  Day. 
The  Apoftle  here  fpeaks  of  the  Happinefs  of 
the  whole  Man,  and  not  of  that  Reward  that 
is  beftow'd  on  naked  Spirits,  in  the  Interval 
betwixt  the  Death  of  the  Body,  and  its  Re- 
vival at  the  End  of  the  World.    So  that  it  is 
very  evident,  by  that  Day  the  Apoftle  intends 
that  Awe&l  Day,   when  Chrift  (hall  come  in 
flaming  Fire^  to  take  Vengeance  on  them  that  knorp^rheff.t^, 
not  God  J  and  that  obey  not  the  G  off  el  of  our  Lord  i^. 
Jeftis  Chrifi.^^^^M  that  Day,  whm  he  fhall  come 
N  3  ^^ 
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to  be  glorified  in  his  Saints j  and  to  be  ddmir^i  in 
all  them  that  believe.  At  that  Day,  when  he 
fhall  appear  in  his  own  Glory  ^  f .  e.  in  all  the 
Glory  of  an  Incarnate  God.  At  that  Day,  when 
be  Ihall  appear  in  the  Glory  of  his  Father  alfo  j 
i.  e.  as  fome  undcrftand  it,  with  the  Authority 
of  an  Univerfal  Judg.  At  that  Day,  when  he 
ihall  appear  in  the  Glory  of  bis  Holy  Angels; 
s.  e.  with  a  fliining  Retinue  of  (inlefs  Spirits, 
and  with  all  the  Enfigns  of  Pomp  and  Terror. 
At  that  Day,  when  the  Sound  of  the  Trump, 
and  the  Voice  of  the  Arch- Angel  fhall  awaken 
the  Dead,  and  the  Duft  of  the  Saints  Iball  be 
,  reviv'd  Incorruptible  and  Immortal 

y.  We  are  to  conlider  the  Ground  and 
.  Certainty  of  the  Apoftle's  Expedation  : 
I  Henceforth  is  laid  up  for  me  a  Crown  of 
Righteofufnefs. 
It  remains  for  wf,  Aiiww,  for  fo  the  word 
fignifies  \  (^/d.  I  know,  and  am  well  aflfur'd, 
that  there  is  a  Reward  prepared  and  fecurM 
for  me :  It  was  prepared  from  the  Founda* 
tion  of  the  World  by  the  Father's  Love :  It 
was  afterwards  aditually  purchased  by  the  Son's 
Blood  *,  and  'tis  not  only  fecur'd  to  me  by  the 
excellent  Promifes  of  the  Gofpel,  but  by  the 
Afcenfionof  my  Lord  into  Heaven,  as  a  pub- 
lick  Perfon,  as  the  Head  and  Reprefentative 
of  the  whole  Church.  Chrift  is  enter'd  as  our 
Forerunner,  to  take  poflTeflfion  of  what  he 
himfelf  had  purchas'd  for  us.  Cbrift  is  as- 
cended into  the  Heaven  of  Heavens,  and  will 
draw  all  his  People  after  him.  Therefore  a 
little  before  his  Death,  he  addrefles  his  Father 
inlthefe  words :  father^  I  wiH  that  thofe  whom 
thou  hafi  given  me  be  with  me  where  lam^  that  they 
may  fee  my  Glory.  VL  The 
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VI.  The  Apoftle  takes  notice  of  the  Inte- 
relt  that  other  Saints  have  in  a  Crown 
of  Rightedufnejs :  It  Jhall  be  given  (fays  he) 
not  to  me  only^  but  to  all  them  alfo  that 
love  his  Af fearing* 
Tho  the  Minifters  of  theGofpel,  that  tarn 
many  to  Righteoufnefs,  fhall  fliine  like  the 
Stars  for  ever  and  ever  5  tho  they  fliall  re- 
ceive very  bright  and  pondroas  Crowns,  yet 
they  fliall  not  monopolize  all  the  Happinefs 
of  the  future  State  among  themfeives.  There 
will  be  Crowns  for  your  Heads,  and  Palms 
for  your  Hands,  that  faithfully  follow  the 
Lamb,  and  fuccefsfully  fight  under  his  Ban- 
ner. In  my  Fathet^s  Houfe  (fays  our  BleflTed 
Saviour)  are  many  Manfions ;  if  it  were  not  fo^ 
I  would  have  told  you.  There  is  room  enough 
in  Heaven  to  receive  all  the  fincere  Retainers 
to  the  Son  of  God.  The  Divine  Prefencc 
is  an  nnwafted  Spring  of  Delight  to  the 
whole  General  Aflembly  above.  The  Sun  in 
the  Firmament  warms  and  ealightens  all  ^  its 
Beams  have  refrelhed  this  Earth  for  feveral 
thoufand  Years,  yet  that  Globe  of  Fire  is  not 
leflen'd  in  its  Luftre,  nor  weakened  in  its  In- 
fluence. So  that  God,  who  is  a  Good  as  indi- 
vifible  as  infinite,  fliall  render  all  happy  thaj? 
love  his  Son's  Appearing.  The  Apoftle  fpeaks 
of  Chrift's  fecond  Appearance^  which  fliall  be  in 
Power  ^nd  great  Glory,  without  Sin  to  Salva* 
tion.  Now  the  Love  of  Chrift's  Appearance 
involves  in  it  our  Meditation  of  it,  our  Wait- 
ing for  it,  our  Haftening  to  it  •,  and  fuch  a  Pre- 
parednefs  to  meet  our  Heavenly  Bridegroom, 
that  we  may  conftantly  cry  out.  Gome  Lord 
Jcfus,  come  quickly.  Now  all  fuch  fliall  re- 
N  4  ccivc 
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ccivc  4  Crmn  of  Righteoufnefs.  Not  that  we  are 
to  imagine,  that  every  private  Chriftian  will 
have  a  Reward  equal  to  the  Apoftle  Paul^  and , 
others  that  have  done  and  fufFer'd  extraordina- 
ry things  for  the  Name  of  Chrift.  For  to  me  it 
feemsmore  than  probable,  that  there  are  diffe- 
rent Degrees  of  Glory,  to  which  the  Saints  fhall 
be  advanced  in  the  other  World :  For  tho  every 
Saint  fhall  be  content  with  his  Reward  \  yet 
thofe  that  have  exceUM  in  Fidelity  and  Zeal 
in  God's  Service,  fhall  be  rewarded  with  a 
more  excellent  Glory.  We  find  in  various 
Paflages  of  Scripture,  that  Men  of  extraor- 
dinary Charaders  have  fpecial  Rewards  alTign'cJt 

jiat.  10.41. them:  We  are  told  of  a  Prophet's  Reward^ 
and  of  a  Righteous  Man's  Reward.  Now  far 
be  it  from  me  to  think  that  Infinite  Wifdom 
diftinguifheth  without  a  Difference-,  neither 
can  I  conceive  why  Chrift  fhould  mention  the 
Reward  of  a  Prophet  as  a  fpecial  Reward,  if 
the  fame  is  beftow'd  in  common  upon  all  the 
Faithful. 

Again,  we  are  told  in  Scripture,  That  in  the 
RefurreElion  we  JhaB  be  as  the  Anj^els  of  Gcdy  a^ 
mongft  whom  there  are  different  Orders  j 
iFor  they  are  diftingaifh'd  by  the  Apoftle  into 
Thrones  and  Dominions,  Principalities  and 
Powers,  Angels  and  Arch-Angels,  Cherubims 
and  Seraphims.  And  'tis  remarkable,  that  the 
Angel  Gabriel  fays  of  himfelf,  /  am  Gabriel 
that  ftani  in  the  Prefence  of  God  :  Upon  which 
one  obferves,  that  he  diftingnilhed  himfelf.  as 
much  by  his  Station  as  by  his  Name. 

But  I  haften,  and  fhall  mention  but  one 
Scripture  more   on    this  occafion.     He  who 

'iCor.9.(f.  fovofth  fforingly  fhall  reap  alfo  fforingly^  and  he 
who  fowcth  bountifully  JhaU  reap  alfo  bountifully* 

Upoa 
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Upon  the  whole  I  conclude^  that  as  one 
Man  differs  from  another  in  Wifdom  and 
Stature  j  and  that  as  one  Angel  differs  from 
another  in  Dignity  and  Honour  above  i  and 
as  one  Star  in  the  Firmament  differs  from  ano* 
therjin  Glory ;  fo  will  one  Saint  differ  from  ano- 
ther in  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

It  remains  that  I  make  a  few  Inferences 
from  each  part  of  my  Text,  and  conclude. 

F/V/,  From  the  Relation  the  Apoftle  gives 
of  his  Condua  in  this  World,  /  hin;e  fought. 
&c.  I  infer  the  following  things. 

I.  That  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  get  to  Hea- 
ven, as  Tome  People  dream.  We  muft  watch 
and  pray,  ftrive  and  run,  wreftle  and  fight; 
we  mnft  encounter  great  Oppofitions,  and 
ftniggle  thro  mighty  Difficulties,  if  ever  we 
afcend  into  the  Mount  of  God.  Our  Saviour  af- 
fures  us,  Tlat  firm  is  the  Gate^  and  narrow  is 
the  Way  that  leads  to  Life^  and  few  there  be  that 
pfid  it.  What  with  the  Corruption  of  our 
Natures,  the  Frowns  and  Flatteries  of  the 
World,  and  the  Malignity  of  the  fallen  An- 
gels, the  Righteous  themf elves  are  fcarcely  faved  ; 
Vfhere  then  Jhall  the  Vn^odly  and  Sinner  appear  ? 
^  2.  Let  neither  Minifters  nor  private  Chrif- 
tians  be  difcouraged,  becaufe  of  their  refpec- 
tive  Difficulties  in  the  Chrifl:ian  Warfare; 
for  'tis  a  Confederate  War  we  are  engaged  in. 
God  is  on  our  fide  while  we  plead  his  Caufe : 
Ftar  notj  O  my  Soul^  may  every  Saint  fay,/or  they 
that  are  with  us  are  more  than  they  that  are  4- 
gainfi  us  :  Or  in  the  Words  ot  the  Apoftle 
John^  Greater  is  he  thai  is  in  you^  than  he  that  t  Joh.4.4: 
"/»  the  World.  And  in  a  fpecial  manner  let 
Mmiftcrs  acquit  thcmfelves  like  good  Soldi- 
ers of  Jefus  Chrift,  emending  earneJUy  fir  the 

Faith 
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Fdhh  once  delivered  to  the  Saints  j  for  they 
arc  fet  for  the  Defence  of  the  Gofpelj  and  there- 
fore are  bound  to  plead  for  the  great  Truths 
of  it,  againit  the  Cavils  of  Scepcicks  and  Infi- 
dels. 

But  Secondly^  with  regard  to  the  Expedati- 
cn  which   the  Apoftle  had   of  confumniate 
Happinefs  in  the  other  World,  we  may  infer : 
(i.)  How  brightly  has  God  difplay'd  his 
Wifdom  and  Goodnefs,  in  propofing  Rewards 
to  animate  us  in  our  Work  and  Warfare. 
Some  Men,  who  arc  wife  above  what's  writ- 
ten, affirm,  that  to  encourage  our  felves  with 
the  Profpeft  and  Hopes  of  a  Reward,  is  Mer- 
cenary.   I  allow  that  the  Glory  of  God  ought 
to  be  our  ultimate  governing  End,  in  all  the 
Adions  of  the  Chriftian  Life.    Yet  'tis  evi- 
dent that  the  Holy  Ghoft  propofes  the  Reward 
of  Glory  as  a  quickening  Motive  to  Gofpel- 
Obedience :    And  furely,  if  Jefas  Chrilt  as 
Man,  made  ufe  of  fuch  rational  Motives,  it 
would  be  proud  Enthufiafm  for  us  to  refufe 
'em.    The  Author  to  the  Hebrews  tells  us, 
i^'tt.t.  that  Jefus  for  the  Joy  that  was  fet  before  bim^ 
endured  theCrofs^  &c.     And  if  we  would  en- 
dure Hardfiiip  as  good  Soldiers  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  not  be  weary  and  faint  in  our  Minds, 
we  muft  keep  the  Crov^  in  our  View,  as  he 
did  the  Joy  that  was  fet  before  him* 

(2.)  How  much  does  it  concern  us  all  to 
make  fure  of  a  Crown^f  Righteoufnefs,  and 
to  clear  up  our  Title  to  it  ?  The  former 
will  lay  the  Foundation  of  our  Happinei^, 
and  the  latter  of  our  Comfort^  which  cannot 
be,  unlefs  we  are  juftified  by  the  Obedienco  of 
Chriftj  and  renewed  by  the  Sfirit  of  Chrifi. 
Verily^  verily^  fays  our  Saviour,  exceft  a  Man 
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he  horn  again^  he  cannot  fee  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
Our  Natural  Alliance  to  God,  which  is  a  Rela- 
tion that  all  Creatures  ftand  in  to  their  Crea- 
tor, will  not  give  as  a  Title  to  the  Heavenly  In- 
heritance :  we  mult  be  Children  of  God  by  Re- 
generation, and  adopted  into  the  Family  of 
Heaven,  before  the  Scripture  pronounces  us  Co* 
heirs  with  Jefus  Chrifi  J  which  to  be  perfuadcd 
of,  on  folid  grounds,  will  make  the  pale  Face  of 
a  dying  Saint  Ihine  with  the  Luftre  of  an  An- 
gel, and  fill  his  Soul  with  a  Joy  that  is  un- 
5)eakable  and  full  of  Glory. 

(3.)  How  fhould  thofe  contemn  this  Worlds 
that  live  in  the  conftant  Expedation  of  con- 
fummate  Happinefs  in  Heaven  f  The  Fafliioa 
of  this  World  pafleth  away  j  why  Ihould  wc 
chafe  the  flying  Shadow  ?  All  the  Pleafures 
and  Delights  of  Senfb  are  vanifhing  and  de- 
ceitful alio,  like  an  imaginary  Entertainment 
in  a  Dream,  which  feeds  the  Fancy  \  but  as 
foon  as  we  awake,  we  find  nothing  but  Emp- 
tineis  and  Difappointment.  O  that  we  could 
always  view  this  vain  World  in  a  true  and 
undeceiving  Light,  as  thofe  generally  do  that 
are  fick  and  dying !  then  we  fhould  foon  be 
able  to  fay  with  the  Apoftle,  We  are  cruci- 
fied to  the  Worlds   and  the  World  to  m. 

(4.)  How  reafonable  is  it  that  fuch  as  are 
in  expedation  of  confummate  Happinefs  in 
Heaven  hereafter,  fhould  have  their  Conver- 
fation  there  now  ?  Wc  profefs  to  have  Trea- 
fure  in  Heaven,  there  furely  our  Hearts 
fliould  be.  Why  fhould  our  Souls  be  charm- 
ed and  captivated  with  the  little  Gaieties  of 
Life,  when  the  great  Concerns  of  Eternity 
are  on  our  Hands,  and  Crowns  of  Glory  arc 
in  our  View? 

(5)  Let 
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(5.)  Let  the  Reward  we  expeft  ia  Hea\^eQ 
make  us  patieat  and  content  under  all  the 
AfBiftions  we  meet  with  on  Earth.  Brethren^ 
fays  the  Apoftle,  the  time  is  Jhort :  tho  our 
Trials  are  Iharp,  they  fliall  not  be  long; 
Weeping  may  endure  for  a  Night,  but  Joy 
fliall  come  in  the  Morning.  Thefe  light  Afflic^ 
ttons  that  are  but  for  a  moment^  work  fortisa 
far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  Weight  of  Glory. 

(6.)  Let  the  Confideration  of  that  Reward 
that  the  Saints  hope  to  receive  after  Death^ 
reconcile  'em  to  the  Thoughts  of  Dying. 
Why  (hould  wc  be  unwilling  to  leave  a  vaia 
World,  and  that  our  Souls  fbonld  diflodg 
from  our  vile  and  troublefom  Bodies,  when 
they  arc  to  pafs  into  the  blifsful  Prefence  of 
the  King  of  Glory  ?  If  our  Tempers  were 
truly  Chriftian,  we  Jhould  groan^  earneftly  de^ 
firing  to  be  clothed  ufon  with  our  Houfe  which 
is  from  above  }  and  be  willing  rather  to  be  ab^- 
fent  from  the  Body^  that  we  might  be  frejent 
with  the  Lord. 

(7.)  Let  the  Confideration  of  there  being  a 
Grown  of  Righteoufnefs  laid  up  for  all  that 
love  Chrift's  Appearing,  comfort  us  under  the 
Lofs  of  our  Pious  Relations.  Indeed  the  more 
excellent  our  Friends  are,  the  greater  Lofs  we 
fuftain  by  their  Removal  j  and  that  which 
fhould  alleviate  our  Sorrow,  gives  us  a  deeper 
Wound :  for  the  fitter  our  Friends  are  for 
Heaven,  the  more  defirable  is  their  Society 
upon  Earth.  But  yet,  after  all,  'tis  fome  Re- 
lief to  confider  that  thofe  that  were  dear  to 
us,  have  only  made  an  advantageous  Change  \ 
they  have  parted  with  this  Earth  for  Heaven, 
with  our  Society  below  for  better  Company 
above  j  their  Faith  is  turn'd  into  Vifion,  and 

their 
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tiieir  Hope  into  Enjoyment  i  they  wer?  lately 
languilhing/ on  a  Bed  of  Sicknefs,  bW  now 
are  fhining  on  an  llluftrious  Throne.  Such 
Thoughts  as  thefe  I  may  reafonably  fuggeft  to 
the  furviving  Relations  of  that  Excellent  Mini- 
fter  of  the  Gofpel,  Mr.  Thomas  Harrifon^  whofc 
Deceafe  has  occafion'd  this  Difcourfe ;  for  he 
could  fay  in  the  View  of  Death,  /  have  fovght 
a  good  Fiirht'i  &c.  And  is  He  dead  ?  O  heavy 
Tidings  r  To  mention  it,  chills  my  very  Blood 
and  Spirits.  And  is  He  dead  ?  And  (haU  you 
fee  his  Face,  and  hear  his  Voice  no  more  from 
this  Pulpit?  Well,  but  his  Name  livcs^  and 
will  difTufe  grateful  Odours  to  a  late  Poftcrity : 
for  tho  he  is  dead,  be  yet  fpeaketh  ^  and  ia 
Juftice  and  Gratitude  to  his  Memory,  I  have 
feveral  things  to  fay,  that  are  lovely  and  of  good 
Retort. 

And  tho  I  had  fuch  an  AflTeftion  for  the  Per- 
fon  deceafed,  that  I  can  fay  it  with  all  theSe- 
rioufnefs  that  becomes  my  Charaaer,  that  if  it 
had  been  the  Will  of  God,  and  I  had  been  as 
ripe  for  Heaven  as  he  was,  I  fliould  rather 
have  chofea  to  have  filled  bis  Toml^y  than  to 
have  ftbod  on  this  fad  Occalion  in  his  Pulfit : 
Yet  I  hope  the  Strength  of  my  Tajfion  will  not 
biafs  my  Judgment  \  and  that  I  fliall  fpeak  no- 
thing but  the  Words  of  Truth  and  Sebemefs: 
There  is  no  danger  of  flattering  the  Dead,  and 
I  am  under  no  Temptation  to  do  it  to  the  Li- 
ving. I  proceed  therefore  to  fay  fomething 
concerning  our  Deceafed  Friend,  whofe  very 
early  Years  were  devoted  to  Heaven,  and  his 
Soul  betimes  imbued  with  the  Grace  of  God; 
He  took  upon  him  the  folemn  Profeflion  of  Re- 
ligion, and  became  a  Member  of  an  Honour- 
able Church  of  Chrift,  about  the  Age  that  our 

"^  Saviour 
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Saviour  was,  when  he  difputed  with  the  Jeipijk 
VoUors:  And  like  the  Matter  he  ferv'd.  He 
grew  in  Wifiom  and  Stature j  and  in  Favour  with 
Cod  and  Man* 

In  his  blooming  Youth  he  difcover'd  an  ex- 
traordinary Relim  of  Divine  things,  and  his 
Thirft  after  folid  Knowlcdg  was  fuch,  that 
he  could  not  ftoop  to  the  Trifles  of  Trade 
(for  which  he  was  dcfigned)  but  Iiis  Capacious 
Soul  afpir'd  after  fomething  higher.  And  fb 
foon  as  he  obtained  full  Liberty  for  Study,  he 
made  aconfiderable  Proficiency  in  Vfeful  Learn^ 
ingj  being  trainM  up  under  a  Learned  *  Tutor 
now  alive  i  as  he  before  had  had  the  Advice, 
Converfation,  and  Advantage  of  fitting  under 
the  Miniftry  of  f  two  Excellent  and  Judicious 
Divines,  joint  Paftors  of  that  Church  to  which 
he  ftood  related  for  above  twenty  Years. 

When  he  had  a  due  Call  to  preach  in  Pub- 
lick  (for  he  did  not  run  before  he  was  fent) 
he  foon  difcovt r'd  his  excellent  Qualifications 
for  the  Minitterial  Work:  For  as  he  had  en* 
tertained  very  clear  and  found  Notions  con* 
cerningthe  Fundamental  Articles  of  our  Holy 
Religion  i  fo  the  feveral  Graces  that  adorn  the 
Chriftian  Life  did  fliine  with  an  admirable 
Luftre  tfirough  his  whole  Conduft.  His  Life 
in  every  Inftance  was  agreeable  to  his  Pro- 
feflion.  He  was  not  a  trifling,  airy  Profeflbr^ 
but  a  folid  fubftantial  Chriftian  i  one  that  was 
able  to  fpeak  to  Cafes  of  Confciencc  from  his 
own  Experience,  as  well  as  from  the  Books  of 
Cafuifts. 


•  Mr.  Ibomm  Rosrr. 

f  Dr.  Nthm.  Cajt»  and  Mr.  WiUUm  CoBi^» 

He 
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Ut  had  laid  in  fo  good  a  Fond  of  Ufbfbl 
Knowledge  and  fo  read  and  ftudied  Divinity^ 
that  upon  the  propoiing  of  a  Queftion  he 
wonld  immediately  {peak  to  it  with  great  Pe<* 
netration  and  Accuracy,  yet  not  without  a* 
becoming  Deference  to  thofe  that  exceeded  him 
in  Years ;  tbo  he  would  abide  by  the  Notion^ 
he  had  efpous'd,  till  the  Evidence  of  Reafoa 
oblig'd  him  to  quit  them. 

He  was  a  Perfon  of  great  Integrity  of  Soul,' 
a  Nathmoil  indeed,  one  that  could  be  facetious 
in  Converlation  without  beiog  frothy  and  vain, 
and  ierious  without  being  morofe  and  fullen. 

He  kept  himfelf  (through  the  Grace  of  God) 
unfpotted  from  the  World :  He  hft  Innocence^ 
and  took  heed  to  the  thing  that  was  right.  And 
fo  great  a  Concern  bad  he  for  the  Honour  of  his 
Holy  Profeflion,  that  he  would  deny  himfelf 
in  things  innocent  in  their  own  Nature,  rather 
than  fcandalize  the  Weak,  or  lay  a  Stumbling* 
block  before  the  openly  Profane.  He  was  a 
careful  Obferver  or  the  Apoftolick  Injundion, 
To  ^ftain  from  aU  Aff  ear  once  of  Evil*  And 
one  thing  I  have  often  remarkM  concerning  him 
(which  loelieve  all  that  knew  him  wiU  confefs) 
he  was  a  very  Religious  Obferver  of  his  N^ord, 
his  Promifes  were  as  fure  and  Sacred  as  aa 
Oath. 

He  was  in  every  Relation  Defirable  and 
Praife- worthy,  a  Dutiful  Son^  a  Tender  AffeEkv^ 
nate  Husband^  a  Kind  Father ^  a  Prudent  Mafier^ 
a  True  and  Lafiing  Friend^  and, a  Faithful Laho^ 
rious  Minifier.  But  'tis  the  laltof  thefel  am 
more  eminently  concerned  to  fpeakof  at  this 
time  i  and  indeed  I  can  fpeak  with  the  more 
Freedom,  becaufe  he  was  one  who  lived  £0  that 
his  Sermons  might  be  read  ia  his  Converlation : 

for 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


^ 


ipi  J  Funeral  Sermon  ori 

for  he  was  an  Example  to  Believers-,  in  Wordj  in 
Canverfatioriy  in  Charity^  in  Spirit^  in  Faithy  and 
in  Purity*  He  exemplified  the  Power  of  his 
Principles  in  Religion,  by  his  clofe  Walk  with 
God;  and  tho  his  Arguments  forChriKianity 
were  always  demonftrative,  and  his  Perfuafions 
ftrong,  yet  there  was  a  greater  force  in  the 
Ihining  Vertues  of  his  Life :  for  by  thefe,  Men 
were  convinced  that  himfelf  bcliev'd  what  he 
preach'd. 

Preaching  the  Gofpel  was  the  very  Pleafure 
of  his  Soul :  j^nd  the  Zeal  of  God^s  Houfe  had 
eaten  him  up.  He  was  fo  entirely  devoted  to 
the  Work  of  the  Miniltry,  and  his  Heart  fo 
engaged  in  it,  that  from  the  time  of  his  firit 
appearing  in  Publick  to  the  laft,  his  Life  was 
one  continued  Scene  of  Labour  and  Toil.  His 
clofe  Study  andconftant  Preaching  (frequently 
three  times  a  Day)  did  greatly  exhaufl  his  Ani- 
mal Spirits,  and  enfeeble  his  Strength.  Yet 
to  the  laft  he  difcovered  a  becoming  Zeala- 
gainll  the  prevailing  Errors  of  the  Day,  for 
he  knew  no  Face  in  the  Pulpit  j  his  Soul  was 
too  great  to  balk  any  Truth  that  he  own'd^ 
for  the  Frowns  or  Flatteries  of  the  Grcateft  j 
and  I  may  fay  of  him  as  the  Apoftle  does  of 
himfelf,  That  he  had  obtained  Mercy  to  be  faith" 
ftd. 

With  what  Application  of  Mind,  and  un- 
wearied Diligence  did  he  difcharge  his  Paftoral 
Office,  not  only  preaching  in  feafon  and  out  of 
feafon,  but  in  vifiting  thofe  under  his  Charge, 
incouraging  the  ferious,  gently  reproving  the 
froward,  and  inftrufting  thofe  that  opposed 
themfelves  -,  defending  the  great  Truths  of  the 
Gofpel^  and  letting  them  ifl  a  dear  Light  ? 

As 
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As  for  the  Matter  of  his  Sermons,  it  was 
always  folid  and  fubftantial.  He  difpenfed  the 
Bread  of  Life  to  noorifli  your  Souls,  and  not 
Coriofities  to  indulge  your  Fancies.  Chrift 
Cmdfied  was  the  Sum  of  his  Preaching.  He 
took  care  to  deliver  the  great  and  important 
Truths  of  the  Gofpel,  in  found  as  well  as  ac^ 
cmabU  Words.  He  did  not  debafe  the  M ajefty 
ot  Divine  Truths,  by  a  fordid  Negligence  of 
Speech ;  but  fpoke  in  a  Stile  correft  and  ftrong, 
as  became  the  Oracles  of  God.  His  Notions 
were  not  only  weighty,  but  there  was  a  con- 
aueridg  Force  in  his  well^chofen  Expreffions ; 
ror  as  Job  fays.  How  forcibU  4re  right  Words  ! 
In  fliort.  He  W4S  a  Worlman  that  needed  ndt  to 
ht  afisanfd^  rightly  dividing  the  Word  of  Truth  j 
and  giving  to  every  Soul  a  Portion  in  due  fea- 
fon.  He  preach'd  fo  as  to  fave  himfelf  and 
them  that  heard  him.  A  fervent  Love  to 
Chrift  and  the  Souls  of  Men  feemM  to  reigii 
in  his  Breaft,  as  appeared  by  his  flaming  but  re- 
gular Zeal  to  exalt  the  Glory  of  the  Redeemer, 
and  promote  the  Salvation  of  Sonls.  He  did 
not  count  his  Life  dear  to  himfelf,  fo  that  he 
might  finifli  his  Courfe  with  Joy,  and  the  Mi- 
niftry  which  he  had  receivM  of  the  Lord  Jefes 
Chrift,  to  teftify  the  Gofpel  of  the  Grace  of 
God.  And  alas !  'tis  to  be  fear'd,  that  in 
Judgment  to  us  who  furvive,  God  has  remov'd 
this  excellent  Perfon  from  the  Church  Militant 
to  the  Church  Triumphant  9  where  this  Star 
Ibines  with  an  unfading  Luftre,  tho  itdifpenfes 
no  Light  and  Influence  to  us  below.  And 
that  which  aggravates  our  Lofs,  is  this,  that 
this  Ufeful  Minifter  is  remov'd  in  the  *  midlb 


*  He  m»  4ibout  five  4hd  thirty  when  be  died. 

O  of 
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of  his  Days.  His  Reo^oval  i^  fiidden  to  us; 
but  'twas  not  furprizing  to  bim  :  for  he  lur'd 
in  the  conftant  expedation  of  bis  Deatb^  as 
may  be  colleded  from  an  Expreflion  be  usM 
more  than  once  in  Family-Prayer  a  little  be^ 
fore  his  Deceafe:  He  beg'd  of  God,  Thatth$ 
tottering  of  his  frail  Tabtrnacle  tffight  alwayis  M 
him  in  mind  of  its  falling  down*  And  at  tne  oe* 
ginning  of  his  laQ:  lUnefs  he  told  a  near  Rela- 
tion, be  fhoald  ftudf  no  more. 

A  little  after  he  faid,  O  how  fmeet  will  Reft 
be  to  me  after  my  weary  Labovr  I  At  another 
time  he  exprcfs'd  his  Propriety  in  God :  G^d 
(fays  he)  is  my  CoJty  and  I  have  his  graciotu  ¥rt^ 
fence  with  me.  O  how  precioMS  is  the  Blood  of 
Chrifij  and  how  excellent  the  Vnion  hevwixt  Chrift- 
and  Believers!  for  ^tis  indiffoluhle.  Andwh^ 
refrelhM  once  with  taking  fometbing  ttet  was 
agreeable,  he  cry'd  out,  O  how  refrefhing  will 
be  the  Streams  of  the  River  of  God !  Bat  bis 
Diftemper  affefting  his  Head,  he  foon  grew  de- 
lirious, and  a  few  Days  put  an  end  to  bis  Ex- 
cellent and  Valuable  Life.  His  Body  we  have 
committed  to  the  Duft,  his  Sonlis fled  to  the 
Regions  of  Light  and  Love,  where  he  refts 
from  all  his  Labours,  and  is  feated  6n  fo  high 
a  Throne,  that  neither  the  Malice  of  Devife^ 
nor  the  Strife  of  Tongues  can  be  able  to  re%h 
him.  Therefore  (top  your  Tears  i  our  Friend 
is  not  dead,  but  fleepeth ;  and  thofe  thi^  fleef  in 
Jefm  will  God  bring  with  him. 

I  ihall  only  addrefs  my  felf  to  the  Gbiifch  ia 
particular,  and  then  to  you  that  were  bis  Au- 
ditors io  general,  and  to  conclude. 

r.  To  the  Church  in  particular.  It  mull  be 
own'd  that  you  have  loft  an  Able  Paftor,  one 
that;  fed  yon  according  to  the  Integrity  of  his 

Heart, 
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H^art,  jind  guided  you  aqcorcjing  to  the  Skil- 
folnefs  of  his  Hapds ;  fo  that  you  have  abun- 
dant cauft  of  Mourning :  But  do  not  altogether 
weep  for  him,  but  weep  for  your  felves  and 
your  Children,  that  you  tnade  no  better  Im- 
provement under  his  excellent  Miniftry,  who 
uppn  his  Death-bed  exprefsM  a  great  Concern 
for  you,  and  died  in  the  Faith  that  God  would 
take  <^are  of  his  own  Work.  He  was  very  de- 
firous  to  have  fat  down  with  you  at  the  Holy 
Table  of  the  Lord  once  more  j  but  before  the 
Day  came  wherein  that  Ordinance  was  to  have 
been  celebrated,  God  took  him  to  the  Mar* 
ri^ge-Supper  of  the  Lamb.  Let  me  intreat 
you  to  ftudy  your  felves  and  this  Providence, 
and  may  the  Language  of  it  be  intelligible  to 
every  one  of  you.  Remember  him  that  had  the 
Rple  aver  you  ^  whcfe  Faith  follow  confidering  the 
end  of  his  Converfation.  And  let  me  exhort 
you  to  fly  to  that  God  by  Prayer,  who  has  the 
ReGdue  of  the  Spirit,  that  he  would  anoint 
anpther  for  his  Service,  and  fend  you  a  Paftor 
after  bis  own  Heart.  God  has  made  a  Breach 
upon  you,  lay  your  Mouths  in  the  Duft,  and 
humble  your  Souls  ^  and  let  all  prefent  put  up 
thofe  Petitions  for  this  Church  which  Mofes 
did  for  Ifrael :  Let  the  Lord^  the  God  of  the  Spi*  NumKai. 
rits  of  aU  Flejh^  fet  a  Man  ever  this  Congregation^  *^»  »7- 
that  may  go  out  before you^  and  that  may  go  inhe^- 
fore  you^  that  may  lead  you  out  (^nd  bring  you  in^ 
that  this  Congregation  of  the  Lord  may  not  be  as 
Sheef  without  a  Shepherd* 

May  God  fuddenly  fet  up  a  burning  and  Ihin* 
ing  Light  in  this  Golden  Candleflick :  May  a 
Star  arifc  her^,  whofe  Light  may  refrefti,  and 
whofe  Influences  (hall  fpread,  and  laft  long. 

O  X        *  2,  To 
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1.  To  you  that  were  the  conftant  Auditors 
of  the  deceasM  Minifter.    Coofider  how  in* 
dulgent  and  favourable  God  has  been  to  fev^al 
of  you,  even  in  this  dark  Difpenfation:  He 
lias  remov'd  one  that  was  ripe  for  Heaven; 
but  how  difmal  had  been  your  State,  if  he  had 
caird  you  that  are  unprepar'd!  If  you  drop 
into  the  Grave  while  you  arc  unprovided  for 
Eternity,  you  fink  beyond  the  Referves  of  Mer- 
cy.    O  adore  the  Patience  and  Long-fuffering 
of  God,  that  you  are  yet  alive,  and  have  one 
Call  more  from  this  Pulpit,  and  another  very 
Awful  one  from  the  Grave  of  that  Perfon  who 
us'd  to  fill  it.    His  Death  calls  upon  you  to  re« 
pent,  and  turn  to  dole  with  Chrift,  and  make 
fare  of  Heaven.    Surely  you  cannot  but  feel 
forpe  Emotions  in  your   Breafts,  When  you 
think  you  (hall  never  fee  nor  hear  your  painful 
Minifter  more.    And  methinks  the  Rocks  with- 
in you  Ihould  flow,  when  you  think  that  he 
preached  himfelf  to  Death,  and  you  have  not 
yet  entertained  that  Jefus  whom  he  preached. 
*Tis  true,  God  gave  him  feveral  Seals  of  his 
Miniftry,  which  was  the  Joy  of  his  Heart,  and 
will  be  his  Crown  in  the  Day  of  the  Lord. 

But  if  you  who  were  only  Hearers  will  con- 
tinue fo,  he  will  be  a  fwift  Witnefs  againft  you 
in  the  Day  of  God.    For  tho  one  Place  held 
you  and  him  in  this  World,  you'l  have  very 
different  Habitations  in  the  next.    He  fliall  e- 
ternally  folace  himfelf  in  boundlefs  Rivers  of 
Pleafure^   but  you  fliall  be  eternally   plung'd 
*  into  a  bottomlefs  Lake  of  Fire.    But  let  me 
intreat  you  by  all  that  is  facred,  by  the  Joys  of 
Heaven  and  the  Torments  of  Hell,  by  the  In- 
tcreft  of  your  never-dying  Souls,  by  Chrift's 
bloody  Sweat  in  the  Garden,  and  his  Agony 
J-  on 
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on  the  Grofs,  that  yoa  immediately  dpfe 
with  Chrift,  and  receive  him  as  ofier*a  in 
the  Gofpel;  fubmittin^  to  his  Scepter,  as 
wen  as  depending  on  his  Sacrifice ;  that  yoa 
may  eternally  be  lodg'd  in  the  Bofom  of  his 
Love. 


^97 


fi^n  ic,^ 
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SERMON 

Preach'd  at  the  Funeral 

of  the  Reverend 

Mr-  Hercules  Collins^ 

Late  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel  5 

Who  died  the  4th  of  OSfober^  1702.  and 
was  Inter'd  the  9th  of  the  fame  Month. 
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TO    TH  E 


Church  of  Chrift, 

Lately  under  the 

Paftoral  Care  of  the  Deceased 
Mr.  Hercules  Collins. 


Bcloired  in  our  Lord, 

HE  fevere  Strokes  of  Divine 
Providemcef  in  removing  fo 
faft  thofe  that  labour  in  the 
Word  and  Doftrine,  cannot 
hut  occasion  a  great  many.  [ad. 
and.  gloom]!  Thoughts.  Surely  our  Hearts 
tremble  for  fever al  Churches^   as  good  old 

EliV 
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EliV  did  for  the  Ark  of  God.  May  thefe 
Rebukes  Awaken  the  Jlumbering^  and  quicken 
the  luke-mtrm  Frtfeffcri  <^  m  Jjfiy  4ki^ 
our  Stupidity  may  not  oc^afion  fuch  a  Com^ 
plaint  as  roas  onct  made  of  the  Jews^  rW 
they  regarded  not  the  Works  of  the  Lord, 
nor  confidcr'd  the  Operation '  of  his 
Hands. 

The  Epicureans  denfd  God^s  governing 
Providence^  and  refrefented  him  as  an  idle 
Speffator  of  Human  Avoirs  \  and^  indeed 
they  do  little  lefs  who  account  for  aOEvints 
hy  fecond  CaufeSy  as  if  the  Hand  of  God 
had  nothing  to  domth  them.\ 

But  the  Holy  Scriptures^  rvhichgrue  the  befi 
account  of  the  Doifrine  (^:  Pr&vUeme^  BJjhre 
uSf  That'  the  mofi  minute  things  are  under 
the  Divine  Care.  Our  Bleffed  Sa^i^r  is 
exprefsy  that  a  Hair  cannot  drop  from  our 
Headsy  nor  a  Sparrow  fall  to  the  Ground 
without  our  Father^s  Permiffion.  And  I  oIh 
fervej  that  tho  Job  lojl  his  Efiate  by  In- 
juJUce  and  Violence^  he  acknowledges  a  hand 
of  Providence  in  the  Changes  thai  attended 
.  him ;  and  therefore  as  he  own^d  the  Bounty 
of  God  in  giving^  fo  he  confeffes  his  "^uf- 
tice  in  taking  from  him  what  he  had  ert^, 
jofd:  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord 
hath  taken  away;  bkflid  be  the  Name 
of  the  Lord, 

Novf 
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JVemr  if  it  bt  a  favcur^blt  Prcvide^ce^ 
fsfhen  God  blejfes  a  People  with  snableMi^ 
mj^er;  th^n  certainty  th^  Removal  of  fach 
a  one  by  Death  muft  be  a  f^djign  of  the 
Divine  Difpleafure ;  efpecially  rvhen.  accor^ 
ding  to  the  Courfe  of  Nature^  he  might  have 
been  ufeful  for  many  Tears  to  come.  Thisy 
my  Brethren^  you  might  have  hop^d  for 
from  yckf  iMe  Fafitir^  who*  tvas  fuddenly 
fnatclfd  from  pu.  lour  Lofs  is  great^ 
but  Heaven  can  relieve  you  under  it.  The 
Stream  indeed  that  formerly  refrejb^d  you 
if  drfd  UP^  but  the  Fountain  is  inexhau- 
Jtible:  Tne  borrowed  Light  that  you  en- 
jofd  is  eclips^dj  but  the  Sun  of  Righteouf^ 
nefs  mil  ever  Jbine  with  an  unfading  Lu^ 
fire  J  for  he  is  the  fame  to  Day^  Tefterday^ 
and  for  Ever  :  and  let  fuch  Thoughts  as 
thefe  be  fome  revival  under  this  terrible 
Stroke.. 

My  Brethren^ 

The  SubjeSf  of  the  enfuing  Difcourfe  is 
weighty  and  feritms^  tho  the  Management 
of  it  finks  bel&w  its  Dignify.  However  I 
am  content  to  be  reckoned  in  the  low  Clafs 
of  Writer Sy  if  I  can  any  way  promote  the 
common  Edification  of  the  Children  of  Gody 
or  be  a  happy  Injirument  in  the  Divine 
Handy  to  jave  one  Soul  from  Death.    And 

if 
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if  youy  At  whofe  Requeft  I  preach%  and 
do  now  fubl^  this  Sermon^  reM  Any  'Pro* 
ft  by  iff  may  God  have  i^  the  Qlory^  whofe 
due  it  is,  and  let  me  have  an  Interefi  in  your 
Vrtfyersy 


Who  am  your  Servant 


for  Jefus  fake. 


John  Piggott: 
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Therefore  he  ye  alfo  ready  5  for  in  fuch 
an  Hour  as  you  think  ^ot^  the  Son 
of  Man  cmeth. 

|0  W  Death  will  approach  us,  we 
cannot  tell  j  whether  we.  (hall 
have  previous  Notice  by  Sick- 
nefs,  or  be  cut  off  by  a  fudden 
Stroke,  is  a  Secret  feaPd  up  in 
the  Counfels  of  Heaven.  Yet 
this  we  know,  that  it  is  appointed  unto  Men  once 
to  die.  Our  Days  are  determined,  as  well  as  the 
Bounds  of  our  Habitations  fixM  i  and  He  that 
is  the  Reftor  of  the  World,  fends  into  it,  and 
calls  out  of  it  how  and  whom  he  pleafes. 

Indeed  the  innumerable  Dlfeafes  to  which 
Human  Bodies  are  incident,  fince  the  Sin  of 
our  firft  Parents,  which  let  Death  into  this 
lower  World,  may  caufe  us  rather  to  admire 
that  any  live,  than  that  fo  many  languifh  and 
die  5  for  'tis  by  nothing  lefs  than  a  Succcflion 
of  Wonders,  that  the  frail  and  uncertain  Life 
of  Man  is  preferv'd  from  its  infant  State,  to  its 
maturer  Age.     And  when  Life  is  preferv'd 

longefl:. 
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longeft,  'tis  conftantly  wafting^  and  we  daily 
decline  towards  the  Grave^  as  the  Sun  does  to* 
wards  the  Earth  wben 'tis  letting,  andoaeri 
in  the  fad  and  filcnt  l^gjhj:.  And  every  Day's 
Experience  conviocies  us,  that  aotbM^  can  ward 
off  the  fatal  Blowj  but  Minifters  die  as  welj 
£<^cu^  2.  as  their  People.  jiM  things  cami  alike  ta  ^ 
and  there  is  one  Event  to  the  Righteous  and  to  the 
Wichd. 

It  has  been  elteemM  an  inftanceof  God's  in- 
finite Wifdom  and  condefcending  Goodnefs^ 
that  theTrearure  of  the  Gofbel  is  comnutte^ 
to  Earthen  Veflels ;  I  mean,  that  God  imploys 
tho(e  to  preach  who  are  of  the  fame  Frame 
and  Make  with  the  People  to  whom  they 
preach.  But  (as  one  obferves)  that  which  is  a 
Happinefs  in  one  refped,  is  a  Difadvantage  ia 
another,  viz..  That  tho  they  are  ever  fo  emi- 
nent and  ufeful,  they  muft  die  as  well  as  their 
Hearers.  Tour  Fathers^  where  are  they  f  and  the 
ProfhetSj  do  they  live  for  ever  ? 

Now  (ince  none  fhaU  be  exempted  ftQtti 
Death,  but  thofe  that  are  found  alive  at 
Chrift's  fecond  Coming  j  and  the  hour  of  Death, 
and  the  time  of  our  Lord's  appearance  being 
equally  unknown,  and  confequently  uncertain 
as  to  us,  the  Advice  and  Command  of  our  Sa^ 
viour  in  the  Text,  is  very  feafonable  j  efpe- 
cially  confidering  the  occafion  of  this  folemn 
Meeting,  the  fad  Inftsnce  of  Mortality  before 
us :  for  what  can  we  imagine  could  be  more 
properly  the  Voice  of  this  Providence,  than  the 
Words  juft  now  mention'd  ? 

Therefore  he  ye  alfo  ready  ;  far  in  futh  an  Hour 
as  you  think  noty  the  Son  of  Man  cometh* 

In  the  beginning  of  this  Chapter  we  find,  that 
upon  the  Difciples  (hewing  our  Lord  the  Build- 
ings 
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^s  of  the  Tetnple,  he  takes  occafion  to  ia- 
fotm  them,  that  ia  a  little  time  that  Place 
Ihould  be  entirely  demoUQi'd  ^  fo  that  there 
ff^uld  not  be  left  one  Stone  ufon  another  that  Jbould 
mot  he  thrown  down.  Upon  receiving  of  this 
Kotice,  they  are  very  inquilitive  to  know.  When  ver.  3. 
fhefe  things  Jhould  be^  and  whatjhould  be  phe  figns 
^  his  Comings  and  of  the  End  of  the  Worlds 
The  firft  Enquiry,  When  jhall  thefe  things  be  ? 
^ainly  refers  to  what  our  Saviour  had  been 
^peaking  of  before,  viz..  The  Deftruftion  of 
^j^em  i  but  the  other  Qcieftion  was,  con- 
jqeming  the  Signs  of  Chrifi*s  Comings  and  the  End 
^tbe  World. 

.  Now 'tis  not  improbable,  that  the  Reafon 
of  the  Difcipies  putting  thefe  two  Quellions 
together,  might  be  the  Apprehcnfion  they  had, 
that  the  general  Judgment  would  be  immedi- 
ately after  the  Deftrudion  of  JervfaUm  j  for 
this  Opinion  feems  to  have  prevail'd  in  the 
Apoftles  Days.  But  however  that  was,  this 
I  think  is  very  evident,  that  the  Return  whiqh 
our  Saviour  gave  to  the  latter  of  the  afore- 
mentioned Queries,  does  refer  to  our  Lord's 
iecond  Coming  to  judg  Angels  and  Men  at  the 
End  of  the  World  •,  as  when  he  fpeaks  of  his 
Coming  in  the  Clouds  of  Heaven  with  Power  and  Vcr.30, 31. 
great  Glory.  And  he  jhall  fend  hit  Angels  with 
a  great  Sound  of  a  Trumpet^  and  they  Jha/t  gather 
together  his  Eleil  from  the  four  Winds j  from  one 
tnd  of  Heaven  to  the  other. 

Our  Lord,  a  little  after  this,  Cgnifies  how 
great  a  Secret  the  particular  time  of  the  Gene- 
ral Judgment  isj    But  of  that  Day  and  Hour^^^*  3^- 
knoweth  no  Many  noj  not  the  Angels  in  Heaven^  ' 
but  my  Father  only^    This  could  not  be  fpoken 
with  reference  to  the  Deftruftion  of  Jervfalemy 

becaul'e 
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bccanre  oar  Savioaf  did  exaftly  forctel  the  fad 
Cataftrophe  of  the  Jewifli  Temple  and  State. 
Now  underftandiflg  this  of  otir  Lord's  fecond 
famous  Coming ;  yet  it  feems  very  ftrange,  that 
any  Secrets  (hould  be  locked  up  from  him,  who 
eternally  lay  in  the  Bofom  of  the  Father  i  that 
He  who  was  the  Wifdom  of  Goi^  and  ordain'd 
to  be  the  Judg  of  the  World,  fliould  ndt  know 
the  precife  time  of  that  Judgment :    Of  that 
Day  and  Hour  knows  no  Man^  u  e^  the  appoin- 
ted ^  Seafon  and  Time  j  No^  not  the  Angtls 
in  Heaven^  but  tny  Father  only.     There  are  many 
things  faid  by  Learned  Men  to  folve  this  Dif- 
ficulty, which  1  have  not  time  to  recite:  That 
which  feems  bed  to  clear  it,  is  to  diftingoifh 
betwixt  the  Human  and  Divine  Nature  of  our 
Saviour  ^  for  tho  as  God  he  knew  all  things, 
yet  as  Man  he  did  not.    The  Human  Under- 
ftanding  of  our  Saviour  was  Finite,  therefore 
could  not  be  Omnifcient.    Moreover,  thofe 
Communications  of  Light  which  the  Deity  of 
Chrift  made  to  his  Human  Soul,  were  purely 
Arbitrary  •,  therefore,  as  Man,  he  had  more 
Wifdom  and  Knowiedg  at  one  time  than  at 
another,  or  elfe  he  could  not  have  been  faid 
^''^^^'^'' to  grow  in  Wifdom. 

But  I  go  on :  Our  Blefled  Saviour  in  feveral 
Verfes  preceding  the  Text,  gives  an  Account 
how  fudden  and  furprizing  bis  Coming  at  the 


*  The  word  u^  it  not  to  he  taken  firi^ly  for  tb4it  meafure  of 
time  commonly  called  an  Hour  j  this  were  to  make  our  Saviour's 
Bx^effion  very  flat,  after  that  he  has  denfd  that  the  Day  »  known, 
to  deny  that  they  know  the  Hour ;  for  if  they  do  not  know  the  Dzy, 
much  Lefs  the  Hour,  6'c.  The  four  Seafons  of  the  Tf or  are  by  the 
Greeks  call'd  i^,  and  in  thia  Senfe  the  Word  is  us'd,  not  only 
in  the  aforementioned  Text,  but  in  other  HactSi  %ABb.  Tillotfon 
in  btf  ^:fa  Pofthumom  Vol.  p.  1^7. 

End 
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%vA  of  the  World  WouM  be.    Su^  as  the  d^fs 

•/Hoe  W0rey  fa/ JhdH  alfi  the  coming  of  the  Son 
if  Mim  he.    The  PeoJ>le  of  the  Old  World 


apply'd  themfelves  tO^  the  bufinefs  and  diver-      / 

$&At^  Life^  -w^l  the  Day  that  Noah  entered 

iMti^  Phe  Ark  ;  and  knew  not  until  the  Flood  came  ver.  38,3^. 


emd'  peek  them  alt  away:  S&  JhaB  dfo  the  coming 
^f  :thi  Son  4f  Man  6e4    Upon  which  our  Savi- 

;  our  ptcfles  to  conftant  Vigilancy :   and  in  the 
II  ^bt%%  words  reprefents  his  fudden  Coming)  by  a 

■'[  Thief  s  ftealing  npdn  a  Man  at  an  unknown  and 
lUKlbitttin  Hour  of  the  Night,  when  he  has 
lAit  th«  leaft  expeftation  of  being  diftnrb'd  or 
injur'd.  For  (fays  he)  know  thisj  or,  as  fome 
think  it  may  be  better  render'd,  rou  do  knov^ 
thirj  that  if  ^he  ^d  Ma^  of  the  fionfe  had 
htox^  in  1phat  W^tch  ^e  Thief  would  tomcj  he 
v^uHikievewatch^d'^  and  would  not  hdvefnffer^d  hie 
Hmfe^U:  be  broken  up.  q.  d*  If  every  Hoolholder 
WtMrid  Hbe  thust  cai-eftil  to  prevent  the  fpoil- 
tng  of  his  Goods^  aid  the  lofs  of  his  earthly 
Treafare  ^  how  much. more  reifon  is  there 
fer  fourl^oviding  againft  my  Coming?  fdr 
ihould  k  be  wbt&  yoBi  afe  unpreparM,  yo^| 
muft  fnftaiii  an  tflffimteiofs,  that  can  ilever  be 
repair'dl  l  j. 

Therefore  be  ye  alfo  ready  ;  for  in  fuch  an 
Hotir  as  ybn  thinknuo^  th  Son  of  Man  cometh. 

Our  ©lefled  Saviour  frequently  c^Hs  himfelf 
tl^e  SoMiof  M^n^  iBho  e^  fuch  is  to  be  our 
|udg^  ^nd  under  •  that  Gharad^er  he  iball  come^ 
with^aH^the  Bafigas  jOf .  Peiiip  and  Terror^ 
zt  the  end  of  the^WSftcld^  to?  pafs  a  defiflitive 
Senteucei  <m  the'  Qp»k  .and  the  D<ted»  The 
l!}eante6<>fo*bdrd^Appfo«:hv  above  fix* 
teen  hundred  Years  ago,  was  ireprefoijted  by 
his  fiandin£  befois^  the  door*     How  fuddenly 

•     /i  \j.p  that 
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that  Door  may  open,  and  the  Books  too,  out 
of  which  we  fhall  be  judged,  remains  con* 
ceard  from  the  World*,  God  having  laid  up 
this  Secret  in  Sacred  Darknefs,  that  we  might 
be  always  ready.  I  allow  that  the  Coming 
mentioned  in  our  Text  does  refer  to  Chrift's 
fecond  Solemn  Appearance  as  Judg  •,  yet  I  fee 
no  reafon  but  it  may  be  improv'd  with  re- 
fpeft  to  our  Lord's  other  Coming  previous  to 
that :  1  mean,  to  fummonusout  of  the  World 
by  Death,  which  unalterably  binds  us  over  to 
the  final  Affize;  for  the  Day  of  Death  does 
as  effedually  determine  the  State  of  Indi- 
viduals, as  the  laft  Judgment  (hall  that  of 
the  whole  World.  The  fuddennefs  of  its 
coming  may  be  the  fame,  and  the  State  of 
every  Soul  will  be  the  fame^  for  after  Death 
there  will  be  no  opportunity  for  correding 
the  diforders  of  Life,  and  confequently  the 
danger  of  being  unprepar'd  for  Death  muft 
needs  be  the  fame  as  to  be  unprovided  foi; 
the  Day  of  Judgment. 

Therefore  be  ye  alfo  ready^  &c.  The  Word$ 
are  a  genuine  Inference  from  the  Confidcra- 
tion  of  Chrift's  fecond  fudden  Appearance  tq 
judg  the  World.   Wherein  wc  may  ob&rve, 

F/r/?,  A  very  Important  Duty  exhorted  toi 
i.  €•  Ti  get  reddy  far  that  Awful  Day* 

Secondly  J  A  forcible  Reafoa  to  perfoade  to 
this  Duty,  in  thefc  words  j  Fer  in  fui:b  am 
Hour  as  you  think  not^  the  Son  of  Man  cometh.   / 

I  (half  (as  God  fliall  affift)  fpeak  to  each  of 
thefe,  and  then  make  fome  Improvement  fa-« 
table  to  my  Text,  and  the  fad  Occafion  of 
preaching  from  it. 
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Kr/^i  I  am  to  open  this  Important  Daty  to 
which  our  Saviour  prelTcs  us  in  the  Text  5  and 
to  ten  you  wherein  confifts  a  true  readinefs 
for  Dearth,  or  the  Second  Coming  of  our  Lord 
JefusGhrift.  And  here  I  IhaU  not  fcruple  to 
make  ufe  of  the  common  diftindion  of  an 
HaUiudl^  and  an  AHual  ReadineiSu 

T .  I  am  to  confider  a  readinefs  for  Death  and 
Judgment  zs  Habitual^  which  confifts  in  a  rt-- 
tati'OiChangt  in  the  State^  and  a  real  Change  in 
the  Nature  of  a  Man.  For  we  muft  remember 
that  by  the  Apoftac^  of  AJUm  we  are  not 
only  ma4e  guUty,  but  polluted  Creatures.' 
The  former  renders  us  obnoxious  to  the  Jufi- 
ticet  and  the  latter  odious  to  the  infinite 
Holint^  of  the  Divide  l^ature  s  by  the  one 
we  baV«  loft  our  X^^  and  by  the  other  our 
Meetnefs  fet  the  enjoyment  of  God.  Now 
we  cannot  be  prepared  for  our  Lord's  coming; 
untefsr  the  former  be  rcitor'd>  axid  the  latter 
be  recovered. 

•  But,  (1.)  In  order  to  a  readinefi  for  Death 
and'  Judgment,  there  muft  be  a  reldtive  Change 
in  au¥  State.    All  the  Eleft  are  by  Nature  le- 
gally dead^  the  Law  cutfcs  every  one  that  i$ 
not  ^feaiy  obcdieiit  to  it.     The  Apofltlc 
?4fi/  in  various  pkoe^/  of  his  Epiftle  to  the 
Remarie  yg^tyfts^  that  aft  Meii  by  Nature  arc. 
nnder  the  damnatory  Sentence  of  the  Law.^ 
Wt  hd^e  provU  (fayfihe)  b^h  Jews  aadGen».^ota.fjS 
tiles,   ^*^  ^%  are  mB' under  Sin.    There  are 
liot  any  of  the  cholcn  6£  God,  but  J>y  Nature 
acre  ChiWren  of  Wratfc     The  firft  ji^m»  was 
related  to  every  one  of  us,  both  as  a  com- 
mon Father  and  as  ateaeral  Head  i*  lb  that  we 
mall;  tie  roniider'd  as  Arties  iq  the  firft  Co- 
P  z  venant 


< 
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venant  that  God  made  with  him,  and  con- 
fequently  that  we  finaM  and  fell  with  htm  in 
his  firft  TranfgrefnoD,  and  are  thereby  bvpaght 
under  the  Curfe  of  the  Law.  Now  w^imuft 
be  brought  out  of  this  State  of  Gufll-^and 
Wrath  into  a  State  of  Righteoftfnefti  \i?luch  , 
is  cffeftually  done  hy  th^  JmfmtaHon  oi  the 
Righteoufnefs  of  Ghtift  tOr.thc  Soul,  /which  ■ 
it  receives  by  Faith  akMie*  .  ;     r  j 

By  the  Righteoufiieft  <;|f  Chfift,:l  nisanbis 
perfed  and  complea£Ob^ieBcetathQl^n^,and 
his  fufFering  the  Penalty  of  iti  ihe^^^lcof 
what  onr  Saviour  didand  fofierMy  bis  ^ive 
and  paflive  Obediewe^t  whiph  is  imfWited  or 
reckoned  to  every  beiievbg  Siimer^   rFoft  the! 

Rom.  10.4.,  Apoftle  fays,  Chrilt  if  thei  €nd  of^  the  li^^w  for  > 
Righteovfnefi  10  every^ent  tbift  btilirf^e^h^ ,  jMr  tllO 
Difobedience  of  the  fir(kUilAi»y'iBal:«l  M-Sia- 
ners.  To  the  perfed  (Hritf$  Obedieod;  pf  the 

aGof.f.ai.fecond^^^^tt  mak€S'tiS:R];gbteQU8{k    F^hAih^^h 
made  him  to  be  Sin  fwr  u$  who  inmno  SfP-^jb^ 
we  might  be  rmde  the  Righteoufnefs  of  ^o4  m , 
him.  ^  Every  Phrafe;  here  iiwcwiJ^ftiUy' jeili- 
phatical;    He  hath  mdde  him.  tv  hSin^  h$^ 
This  fiippofes  Chrift*s^  'being  fiiiWlita«(J>.ia;.ti^ : 
room  and  ft  cad  of  Sinnerti-  jfcad  that'  be  fuf*  • 
tsun'd  the  Bunifbment  ihie'  to  Sii^;  the>€mlc 
tlMfcteof  being  chacged  190a  himasoarSpQQ- 
jbr afldLSarety.    'TwaS  not  th^FiltbrofSiOt 
or  tb^  Obliquity  of  any  ^  that  cOuld'  beXup- 
.'  :  ^     jposM  ta  be  in  the  ^ataije  of  /oar  r Say^ioar* 
whdctrr^as  more^  ][)tt«e\  thaa  the  iiA&a|aed 
Light; :  M  tfOi  ^oiy;  hkmlefi^^  Vlndt^'dj  and 
feparau^fitom  Simerj.    Eor- tbo  iie  Was  tnad$ 


TT' 


•  Vide  Tf#y?arrf|o»  4c  ^S^fi^ff^^^   €br'^i   Viff^taSiane/^  p. 
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Siny  'tis  faid  he  knew  no  Sin,  $.  €.  by  an  ex- 
perimental  approbative  Knowledg'^  to  haw 
in  thQ  Hebrew  Dialed,  fignifies  to  love,  to  aft, 
to  like.     Therefore,  his  being  rn^dt  Sin^  muft 
intend  his  beiiig  judicially  charg'd  in  our  ftead 
with  the  Guilt  of  Sin,  and  bearing  the  Pu- 
nilhnient  due  to  it :  for  Sin^  in  the  i£>ly  Scrip- 
tures, by  a  Metonymy  of  the  Caufe  for  the  Ef-  Gen.4.7,,5. 
fed,  is  put  for  the  Puniftment  of  Sin,  as  the^^^^^-i^. 
Scriptures,  in  the  Margin  fllew.    And  fome- 
times  the  \  Hebrew  word  for  Sin,by  a  Metony- 
my of  the  Adjund  for  the  Subjeft,  fignifies  the 
Piacular  Viftim,  or  the  Expiatory  Sacrifice  it 
felf«-    He  hath  made  him^  &c*   i.  e.    He  bath 
conftituted  or  appointed  him  to  be  a  Sacri- 
fice for  our  Sins,  as  the  *  Greek  word  is  us'd. 
Th^  we  might  be  made  the  Right eeufnefs  ^f  God 
in  him  :    By  the  Righteaufnefs  of  Ged^    is  not 
meant  the  eflfential  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl:  as 
God,  which  he  has  in  common  with  the  Fa^ 
ther  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,   for  that  cannot 
be  communicated  either  to  Angels  or  Men ; 
But  the  Righteoufnefs  here  fpoken  of,  is  the 
Righteoufnefs  of  the  Mediator,   and  may  be 
caU'd  the  Righteoufnefs  of  God^  as  'tis  the  Righ- 
teoufnefs of  him  who  is  God-man,  which  was 
neceflary  to  his  Suretilhip :  for  no  Perfon  but 
he  who  was  God,  of -the  nature  of  his  Father, 
and  Man  of  the  fubftance  of  his  Virgin  Mo- 
ther, could  have  wrought  out  and  brought  in 
fuch  an  everlafting  Right  eoufnefsy  as  Jhauld  finijh 
Tranjgrejfion  and  make  an  end  of  Sin*     Now  ui^- 
til  we  are  interefted  in  this  Righteoufnefs,  we 
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are  ander  abrokca  Covenant  of  Works,  the 
Curfe  of  the  Law,  and  Wrath  of  God.  And 
if  a  Man  cannot  lift  up  his  Head  under  the 
heavy  Guilt  of  one  Sin,  when  God  fets  it  in 
his  view,  and  charges  it  on  his  Confciencc^ 
how  can  that  Perfon  live  ?  Live  !  did  I  fay  ? 
how  can  that  Perfon  think  of  dying,  that  lies 
under  the  Guilt  of  Millions  of  Tranfgreflions? 
O  how  dreadful  muft  be  the  profpeft  of  Death 
to  fuch  an  one!  when  he  confiders  that  the 
Judg  he  is  going  to  appear  before,  is  that 
very  Jefus,  whofe  Spirit  he  has  griev'd  and 
refitted,  whofe  Love  he  has  flighted,  and  whofe 
Blood  he  hasdefpis'd  and  trampled  upon. 

Therefore  (Sinner)  if  ever  thou  wouldft  be 
ready  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  fubmh 
thy  felf  t0  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Godj  and  labour 
to  be  found  in  Chriftj  not  having  thy  own  Righ'- 
?UJ.>5.  teoufnefs^  which  is  of  the  Law\  hut  that  which 
is  through  the  Faith  ofjefns  Chrijtj  the  Righteouf- 
nefs  which  is  of  God  by  Faith.  Cbrift  is  Jehovah 
our  Righteopfnefsj  and  we  can  make  mention 
of  no  other  Righteoufnefs  with  advantage  to 
our  Juftification.  By  the  firft  Adamh  Sin  we 
loft  the  Robe  of  our  Innocency ;  by  the  fe- 
cond  Jdamh  Obedience  and  Safferings,  we  ob« 
tain  a  Garment  of  more  Glory  and  greater  Se- 
curity. For  they  that  have  receiv'd  this 
Change  of  Raiment,  tho  at  Death  they  lay 
down  their  vile  Bodies  in  the  dult,  yet  being 
thus  cloth'd,  they'l  not  be  found  naked,  but 
^tly  adorned  to  enter  in  with  the  Bridegroom 
to  the  Marriage-fupper  of  the  Lamb. 

(2.)  To  make  us  habitually  fit  for  Death 
and  Judgment,  there  muft  be  a  real  Change 
wrought  in  our  Katures. 
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A  Change  mnfl:  pafs  upon  all  the  Faculties 
of  the  Human  Mind.  The  Darknefs  of  the 
Underftanding  mufl:  be  fcatter'd  with  a  pure 
Beam  of  Light  from  Heaven.  Perfons  be- 
fore they  are  regenerate  are  f^id  to  be  Dark-- 
nefs  i  but  when  renew'd  in  the  Spirit  of  their 
Minds,  to  be  Lifht  in  the  Lord.  The  Obftinacy 
of  the  Will  mult  be  overcome,  and  the  Will 
inclin'd  to  chufe  that  which  is  good  :  Thy 
People  Jhall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  Power. 
Again,  the  AfFeftions  muft  be  diverted  from 
improper  Objeds,  and  plac'd  on  Him  who  is 
infinitely  defirable  and  lovely.  The  defil'd 
Confcience  muft  be  purgM  from  dead  Works, 
by  the  fprinkling  of  the  Blood  of  Jefus.  The 
Memory  muft  be  made  the  facred  RepoGtory 
of  the  Divine  Precepts  and  Promifes  j  the 
former  to  direft,  the  latter  to  quicken  aqd 
encourage  in  the  difcharge  of  true  Evange- 
lical Obe4ieijce.  In  a  word,  as  all  the  Fa- 
culties of  the  Soul  are  truly  ennobled  by  the 
Grace  ^f  God  in  this  Change  j  fo  the  confe- 
qucnce  will  be,  that  all  the  Members  of  our 
Bodies  will  be  employed  as  Inftruments  of 
Righteoufnefs  unto  Holinefs.  For  that  Di- 
vine Principle  and  Habit,  which  by  Omnipo- 
tent Grace  is  convey'd  into  the  Soul,  to 
raifeitfrom  a  moral  Death  toafpiritual  Life, 
will  exert  it  felf  in  futable  Depprtmepts  to- 
wards God  and  Man :  3o  that  fuch  an  one  will: 
live  a  Life  of  Communion  with  God,  and  Con- 
formity to  him  i  for  he  that  is  truly  regene- 
rate has  not  only  a  negative,  but  a  podtive 
Jiolinefs :  He  not  only  denies  all  Vngodlinefs 
arid  Worldly  Lufis^  but  lives  righteoujly  and  fo-^ 
berly  and  godly  in  this  f  re fent  World  ;  as  one 
tb^t  looks  fpr  the  bleffed  Hofe  and  gloriom  ^p-  Tit.i.xi, 
P  ^  fearance  '5' 
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pearance  of  the  Great  Gody  and  of  our  Savidur 
Jefm  Chrift.  And  let  me  tell  you,  whatever 
pompous  Pretence  or  glittering  Shew  Men  make 
as  to  an  outward  Profefllon,  if  they  are  not 
regenerated  and  renew'd,  cleans'd  and  fanfti- 
ify'd  by  the  Grace  of  God  and  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift,  'tis  all  infignificant  and  vain,  as  to 
their  readinefs  for  the  Coming  of  the  Son  of 
God.^ 

For  no  Perfon  can  enter  into  the  ntyfjeru'^ 
falem  without  a  new  Hearty  and  the  beatifick 
Vifion  is  proniis'd  only  to  thofe  that  are  holy  : 

Mat.  J.  s.    Blejffd  are  the  Pure  in  Hearty  for  they  Jhall  fe$ 
God*     Follow  Peace  with  all  Meriy  and  "^  Holi^ 

mh,iz,i^,nefsy  without  which  no  Afan  jhall  fee  the  Lordu 
And  i*  one  thinks  that  the  degree  of  Vifion  in 
Heaven  is  according  to  the  degree  of  Sanfti- 
fication.  However  that  be,  this  is  certain, 
that  Perfons  mufl  be  made  meet,  before  they 
Ihall  be  ma^e  Partakers  of  the  Inheritance  of 
the  Saints  in  Light.  And  when  Perfons  are 
thus  far  advanced  in  their  readinefs  for  Death 
and  Judgment;  then,  whether  they  Uve^  they 
live  to  the  Lordy  and  whether  they  dicy  they  die 
to  the  Lordy  fo  that  whether  living  or  dyings 
they  are  the  Lor£s.    But  I  proceed- 

2.  There  is  alfo  an  aEtual  Readinefs  for  Death,' 
and  the  Coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

The  former  refer'd  to  our  State^  this  latter 
to  our  Frame.  The  one  puts  us  in  a  fafe  Con- 
dition, and  the  other  into  a  comfortable  one  \ 
by  one  we  are  fecur'd  with  refpeft  to  Eter- 
nity, and  by  the  other  enabled  to  view  Death 

*  yUi^i  ?,  the  Mafculine  Article  flieweth  that  it  myd  be  rt- 
ier'd  to  dy/offfJH®-* 
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in  its  approa(Jhcs  with  Joy  and  ftrong  Confon 
lation. 

Now  an  nElual  Readinefs  for  Death  and  the 
coming  of  Chrift,  may  be  confider'd  as  confift* 
ing  in,  and  as  being  promoted  by  thefe  fol- 
lowing things* 

1.  In  a  confcientious  avoiding  thofe  Sins 
that  otherwifc  would  darken  the  Mind,  and 
fill  it  with  too  much  Horror,  either  to  be  ready 
or  defirous  to  leave  this  World ;  fuch  as,  Sen- 
fualityy  Offrejfioriy  dftd  Vnch^ritahlenefs.  1  men- 
tion thefe  Sins,  becaufe  our  Saviour  takes  no- 
tice of  them,  and  warns  againfl:  'em  in  this 
very  Cafe.  Take  heed  eo  your  felves^  lefi  at  any 
time  your  Hearts  he  overcharged  with  Surfeiting 
and  Drunkennefs  and  Cares  of  this  Life^  and  fo 
that  Day  come  upon  you  at  unawares.  By  Sur^ 
feiting  and  Drunkennefs  I  do  not  barely  under- 
itand  thofe  two  Sins,  but  all  the  fad  cSedls  of 
Gluttony  and  Intemperance  j  which  as  they 
ftupify  the  animal  Spirits,  fo  they  make  the 
Mindinfenfible  5  they  abate  the  Appetite,  and 
fpoil  the  Relifh  of  Spiritual  things.  And  then 
for  Uncharitablenefs,  'tis  particularly  warn'd 
againft  on  this  occafion :  The  Lord  was  wroth 
with  that  wicked  Servant  that  would  net  forgive 
his  FelloW' Servant  a  few  Pence^  and  commanded 
him  to  be  delivered  to  the  Tormentors.  A  Man  of 
a  rigid  implacable  uncharitable  Spirit  is  very 
unfit  to  live,  but  I  am  fure  he  is  much  more 
unfit  to  die  j  for  how  can  fuch  a  Man  expeft 
the  pardon  of  Myriads  of  Sins  from  the  Judg 
of  the  World,  when  he  will  not  forgive  his 
poor  Brother  a  trifling  Debt  or  a  fmall  Of- 
fence ? 

2.  Endeavour  after  a  Weanedncfs  from  this 
World,  and  4II  the  Enjoymeatsof  Senfc.    As 

^  'tis 
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'tis  inconfiftent  to  ferveGodand  Mammon,  fo 
'tis  morally  impoflible  to  be  aBually  ready  {or 
the  other,  while  we  are  anxiouQy  foUicitous 
about  the  Aftairs  of  this  World.  The  Cares 
of  this  Life  are  of  a  diftrafting  nature  j  and 
a  State  of  Wealth  as  well  as  that  of  Poverty,  is 
attended  with  many  Ternptations  and  3nares: 
And  indeed  a  Rich  Man  is  commonly  more 
diftant  from  an  aEhud  readinefs  to  die^  thaa 
he  that  is  poor  •,  becaufe  his  Eyes  are  dari'd 
with  the  Glories,  and  his  Heart  is  faften'd  to 
the  Treafures  that  he  has  in  this  World :  fo 
that  the  very  thoughts  of  leaving  his  Wealth 
and  Conveniences  behind  him,  create  an  in- 
ward Pain  that  is  very  acute,  like  the  tearing 
of  his  Heart  from  the  midft  of  his  Bowels. 

And  let  me  tell  you,  there  are  fome  good 
Men,  who  having  abundance  in  this  World, 
tho  they  are  habitually  fit  to  die,  yet  find  it 
extremely  difficult  to  work  up  their  Minds  to 
a  chearful  difpofednefs  to  leave  the  World  ; 
yea,  tho  they  are  almoft  funk  into  the  Grave 
with  Age,  yet  with  what  kind  of  Uneafinefs 
and  Paffion  do  they  look  behind  'em,  like  Lot\ 
Wife  when  fhe  was  leaving  Sodom?  Alas! 
whatever  we  affeft  with  too  ftrong  a  Paflion, 
when  'tis  fnatch'd  from  us,  or  we  from  it,  it 
occafions  a  proportionable  Pain  :  therefore  if 
we  would  fet  loofe  by  the  things  of  this  World, 
and  be  always  ready  to  quit  them,  we  ought 
to  have  the  fame  thoughts  of  them  in  the  time 
of  our  Health,  as  Men  ordinarily  have  when 
'  they  are  fick  and  dying. 

It  may  be,  fome  that  hear  me  now,  at  one 
time  or  other,  have  had  the  Sentence  of  Death 
within  themfelvesj  and  have  expefted  every  Mo- 
ment Yfh^ii  their  i^ouls  wQa)d  tiave  diOodg'^ 

from 
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from  their  Bodies.  Pray  what  were  your 
thoughts  then  of  this  World,  and  thofe  En- 
joyments in  it  that  now  ftrike  fo  hard  upon 
your  Senfes?  Did  you  not  theq  think  that 
they  were  all  Vanity  and  Vexation  of  Spirit, 
and  that  they  had  not  that  in  them  which 
your  flattering  Expeftations  promised  you  ? 
When  you  thought  that  you  were  juft  leaving 
the  World,  did  you  pot  look  on  it  as  a  con- 
temptible Tripe  ?  Labour  to  recover  the  fame 
Thoughts  again  no^y  you  are  in  Health,  which 
V^iU  help  you  to  (it  loofe  to  this  World  and 
the  Enjoyments  of  it,  ancj  to  promote  your 
ailual  readinefs  for  Death  and  Judgment.  I 
flaall  clpfe  this  H^ad  with  the  Advice  of  the 
Apoftle :  But  this^  J  fay^  Brethren^  the  time  is 
Jhert  J  it  remainetbj  that  both  they  that  have 
Wives  be  as  the  they  had  none^  and  they  that  weep 
as  tho  they  weft  mtj  and  they  that  rejoice  as  tho 
they  rejoiced  notj  and  they  that  buy  as  tho  they 
fojfefs  4  ^^h  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^f^  ^^^^  World  as  riot  ahu^^ 
fing  it  \  fir  the  fajhion  of  this  World  fajfeth  4- 
way* 

3.  An  altual  J^eadinefs  for  Death  and  Judg- 
ment confifts  in  a  freedom  from  the  fear  of . 
D^ath*  I  do  no^  mean  from  the  natural  Fear  of 
Peath,  but  from  that  which  is  tormepting  and 
JlaviPi*  The  Love  of  Life  is  not  more  natu- 
ral than  the  Fear  of  Death,  and  therefore  the 
Son  of  God  himfelf  does  not  feem  to  be  exemp- 
ted from  it  •,  the  reluSancies  which  our  Saviour 
difcover'd  againft  his  dying,  did  not  in  the 
Jeaft  impeach  the  ReSitude  of  his  Nature ; 
there  ^ere  no  Irregularities  in  the  Affeftions 
of  his  Human  Soul,  which  always  mov*d  a- 
greeably  to  the  Quality  of  thofe  Objeas  about 
jyhich  they  v^ere  converfant.    Th9refore,  [ 
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fay^  fuch  a  natural  Fear  of  Death  is  not  finful, 
nor  inponfifteat  with  an  aB-ual  Readinefs  for  it. 
Indeed  many  that  are  habitually  fit  to  die, 
are  fo  much  indifpos'd  by  a  flavUhFear  of 
Death,  that  they  earncllly  defire  longer  Life, 
and  cry  out  with  the  Pfalmift,  O  /pare  mc^  that 
I  may  recover  Strength^  before  I  go  hence^  and 
be  no  more.  With  what  Concern  and  Uneafi- 
nefs  did  good  Hez.ehah  receive  that  Meflage, 

ifa  2l  1.  S^^  ^^^^^  Hotife  in  ordery  for  thou  flult  die  and 
not  live?  For  tho  he  had  walkM  with  God 
and  livM  to  him,  tho  he  had  done  that  which 
was  right  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord^  and  had  done 
it  with  a  perfeB  Hearty  yet  upon  the  notice  of 
his  Diflblution,  when  he  underftood  he  fhould 
be  remov'd  from  his  agreeable  Society,  and 
fuddenly  fink  down  into  the  Solitude  of  the 

Ver.2, 3.  Grave,  He  tvrn^d  his  Face  toward  the  Watty  and 
frayed  unto  the  Lordy and  weft  fore.     The  A- 

Hcb.2.1^  poftle  fpeaks  of  fome,  who  thro  a  predominant 
fear  of  Veathj  are  aU  their  Life-time  Jubjecl  ta 
Bondage.  And  indeed  there  is  too  much  of  this 
Fear  obtains  upon  thofe  that  are  habitually  fit 
to  die  •,  for  tho  they  have  received  the  Spirit  of 
jidoptiony  yet  at  fometimes  they  are  as  full  of 
Doubts  and  Fears  as  thofe  who  are  under  the 
Spirit  of  Bondage :  'tis  no  unufual  thing  for  them 
that  are  dead  to  the  Law  by  the  Body  of  Chrift^ 
to  imagine  themfelves  fiill  under  it.  They  that 
are  in  a  very  fafe  State,  may  be  in  a  very  legal 
Frame,  efpecially  fuch  People  as  are  fomcwhaC 
addifted  to  Melancholy. 

Now  the  belt  way  for  a  Believer  to  overcome 
this,  is  to  confider  what  Chrift  hath  done  for 
him.  This  the  Apoftle  plainly  intimates,  who 
having  faid,  that  the  Sting  of  Death  is  Sin^  im- 
mediately adds,  But  thanks  be  to  God^  that  giveth 
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Hi  fht  ViBory  thro  our  Lord  JefwChrifi^  i.  e.  The 
Viaory  over^Sin,  and  coafequently  over  Death : 
Ear  tife  Sting  of  Death  is  Sin.  Now  Chrift 
haviag  by  his  Death  fully  fatisfy'd  for  Sin, 
ibeath  hereby  is  difarm'd  of  its  Sting  and  Ter- 
ror, the  Gailt  of  Sin  is  rcmov'd  by  the  Merit 
of  our  Saviour's  Blood,  and  the  Power  of  it 
deftroy'd  by  the  fiflicacy  of  his  Spirit :  And 
when  thpfe  arc  witnefs'd  to  the  Cpnfcience, 
ai|d  the  Perfon  is  weU  aiTur'd  concerning  'em^ 
t^  (^ayiih  Fears  of  Death  do  vanifli  v  which  by 
t^  way,  ihouldmake  Chrift  ooore  precious  to 
qi^  SqoIs,  and  fliould  engage  us  to  love  him 
equally  to  the  ftrong  Obligations  we  are  under 
tp  him, 

.  Qqe  «pf  the  antient  Romans  (as  I^.  Bates  has 
ohferv'd)  **did  highly  cekbrate  the  Afirono^ 
^^  mersi  who  dilcover'd  the  true  caufeof  the 
^  £clip&s  of  the  Sua  and  Mopn,  ^nd  freed 
*'  the  World  from  the  double  darknels  of  Ig* 
**  horance  and  Fear  j  for  before  that  difcover  jr, 
**  M^  Wiev'd  the  obicuring  of  thofe  great 
^  Ufllq»  were  the  faintiog  Fits  q|  Nature, 
^^  apd  viortal  Symp^qms  tbreatai^g  an  uni- 
«  verfal  Calamity.'*  ^ 

.::Bu£  how  n^uch  more  Praife,  Honour  and 
Glory  is  ^t^  to  p):ir,  B)^^ed  Saviour^  who  hath 
ahi^ld  Deathi^.  and  brought  Life  and  Immorta* 
U^yJtiight  through  ^th^  Gofpel^  and  has  aflur'd 
us,  tliat  the  Death  of  a  Believer  is  bat  a  Faf- 
iag^  out  of  this  World  to  a  better  ^  where 
Ittch  (hall  never  be  zt  a^lofs  by  reafon  of  Dark- 
Oe&,  but  livQ  under  the  immediate  Rays  of 
Divine  Glory  and  Love  ? 
~  ^ut  in  all  this  I  would  not  be  miftaken  by 
J^hofe  that  are  unconverted :  You,  Sirs,  are 
^tthe  Ferfons  ;bat  fliould  not  fear  Death, 
•  for 
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for  you  have  all  the  redfon  in  the  World  to 
fear  it'^  for  when  you  fee  Death  riding  on  a 
pale  Horfe,  what  can  you  expeft  fhould  fol- 
low but  fiery  Indignation  and  an  eternal  Hell, 
which  will  ftrike  your  guilty  Minds  with  an 
i^*.33-»3-  infinite  Terror  ?  For  who  among  you  can  dwell 
with  devouring  Fire  f  who  among  you  can  dwell 
with  everlafiing  Burnings?  Indeed  fuch  as  are 
freed  from  the  Fears  of  Death,  and  the  Bon- 
dage that  is  confequent  thereupon,  can  wel- 
come Death  in  its  approaches,  and  fay  with 
the  Pfalrailt,  Tho  I  walk  thro  the  Galley  of  the 
fijadow  of  Deathy  I  will  fear  no  Evily  for  thou 
art  with  me.  They  look  on  Death  as  a  Mef- 
fcnger  fent  to  call  them  home  to  their  Fa- 
ther's Houfe,  where  they  fhall  enjoy  a  Free- 
dom from  all  moral  and  penal  Evils,  and  be 
rais'd  to  the  Enjoyment  of  the  higheft  pofi- 
tive  Good.  For  in  Go£$  Prefence  is  Fulnefs  of 
Joy^  and  at  his  right  Hat^d  there  are  Pleafuresfor 
evermore. 

4,  Jf  we  would  be  adually  ready  for  Death,' 
we  mulb  be  diligent  in  the  difcharge  of  every 
Duty,  and  in  the  exercife  of  every  Grace,  as 
the  Place  and  Circumftances  wherein  God  has 
fix'd  us^  do  call  for.  Whatever  God  has  en- 
join'd  us,  whether  publick  or  private,  whe- 
ther a  Branch  of  our  general  or  fpecial  Cal- 
ling, whether  perfonal  or  relative,  we  fhould 
be  always  ready  to  difcharge  thefe  Obliga- 
tions, to  anfwer  our  Abilities,  and  improve 
all  the  Opportunities  that  God  gives  us  for 
his  Service^  for  the  leaft  allow'd  Omifiioa  will 
fiil  us  with  Uneafinefs  and  Confufion.  If  our 
Talents  are  not  improved,  our  Hearts  will  re- 
proach us;  and  we  cannot  think  of  ftanding 
with  Comfort  at  the  Divine  Barj  if  we  have 

beeg 
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been  unfaithful  Stewards.  Therefore,  let  m 
have  our  L^ins  girt  about^  and  cur  Lamps  burn^ 
i^i  7  fir  blejfedis  that  Servant  whom  his  Lordy 
when  he  comethj  (halt  find  fo  doing.  One  thus 
imploy'd  will  have  the  thoughts  of  Death 
fweeten'd  to  him,  efpecially  if  his  Graces  are 
vigorous  and  aftive,  as  the  Circumftances  ofc 
his  Condition  call  for.  The  Life  of  every 
Chriftiaii  is  chequer'd  with  Mercies  and  Afflic- 
tions i  and  according  to  the  different  States  of 
Sorrow  or  Triumph,  are  our  aftive  or  paf- 
five  Graces  to  be  call'd  forth  into  Exercife. 
So  that  we  may  abound  in  all  the  Fruits  of  Right  eouf- 
nefsy  which  are  by  Jefus  Chrifij  to  the  Vraife  and 
Clory  of  God  the  Father.  In  a  word,  do  not 
defer  any  thing  to  a  Death-bed,  that  may  and 
ought  to  be  done  in  the  time  of  Health.  Let 
your  Houfe  be  fct  in  order  as  well  as  your 
Soul,  and  then  you'll  have  nothing  to  do  but 
to  die,  when  you  are  call'd  hence^ 

5*  Live  a  Life  of  Communion  with  God, 
and  daily  wait  for  your  Change,  and  the 
Lord's  fecdnd  Coming.  If  a  Believer  has  for 
a  time  been  off"  from  his  Watch,  and  inter- 
mitted the  Exercife  of  Grace,  and  has  not  had 
any  Communion  with  God,  the  Thoughts  of 
Death  will  be  fomewhat  ftartling.  He  that 
would  be  always  ready  to  leave  this  Earth, 
moft  conftantly  have  bis  Converfation  in  Hea- 
ven. And  fuch  a  one  that's  converfant  in  the 
Oder,  win  be  like  a  Stranger  in  this  World  : 
He  walks  with  God  here,  and  when  he  leaves 
the  World  (to  ufe  the  Wdrds  of  a  dying 
§aint  *)  changes  his  Room^  but  not  his  Company' 

;  Vid.  ^.Bat^s  q9  Death^  p.  uS,  . 

God 
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God  was  always  with  him  on  Eatth,  and  he 
Ihall  be  ever  with  God  in  Heaven.  I  fhall 
clofe  this  Head  with  the  words  of  the  Apoftle 

ijohn  2.z8.  John  :  Jind  now^  little  Childreny  abide  in  him  % 
that  when  he  Jliall  appear j  we  may  have  Confidence^ 
and  not  be  ajham'd  before  him  at  his  Coming* 

6.  Let  us  revive  in  our  Minds  thofe  Promifes 
which  gave  us  incouragement  at  firft  to  come 
to  Chrift,  and  venture  our  Souls  upon  him. 
The  Spirit  of  God  works  by  the  Word,  and 
every  Chriftian  has  fome  Word  upon  which 
God  has  caus'd  him  to  hope.  Now  in  order 
to  an  a^ud  Readinefs  for  Death,  we  muft  la- 
bour to  be  putting  forth  frequent  Afts  of  Faith 
on  Chrift,  thro  thofe  Promifes  that  have  beea 
powerfully  imprefsM  on  our  Minds,  and  which 
have  encourag'd  us  to  hope  in  the  Mercy  of 
God  thro  the  Redeemer.  And  here  letusob- 
ferve,  whether  thefe  keep  us  at  the  foot  of 
Chrilt,  and  raife  our  efteem  of  him  ;  whether 
they  engage  to  a  thorow  unaffeded  Piety,  to 
a  clofe  regular  Walk  with  God,  and  Depen- 
dence on  him  :  And  if  thefe  are  the  Effefts, 
we  fhall  be  capable  of  clearing  up  our  Eviden- 
ces for  Heaven,  without  which  we  cannot  pafs 
out  of  this  World  with  Comfort* 

Hcb.ii.s.  Indeed  we  read  that  jibraham^  when  he  was 
caWd  to  go  out  into  a  Place  which  he  Jljovld  after 

^  receive  for  an  Inheritance-^  obsy^d  ;  and   he  went^ 

not  knowing  whither  he  went.  But  certainly  none 
can  be  willing  to  go  out  of  this  World  into 
the  next,  while  he  doubts  whether  he  ftiall  go 
to  Heaven  or  Hell,  whether  he  fhall  afcend 
into  the  Hill  of  Gody  or  drop  into  a  Lake  of 
Fire.  To  be  doubting  and  dying  at  the  fame 
time,  is  a  very  uncomfortable  thing  \  yet  this 
has  been  the  Lot  of  feme  of  the  Children  o£ 
I.  .'  .  9od^ 
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God,  who  tho  they  hav^  been  hdituatty^t  to 
dii^^have  not  been  ailuaUy  ready.  Therefore 
as  yott  would  avoid^eing  perplex'd  and  uneafy 
in  your  laft  moments,  labour  after  a  well- 
grounded  AfTurance  of  the  Divine  Favour; 
which  being  obtain'd,  will  enable  you  to  fay 
with  old  Simeon^  Now  lettefi  thou  thy  Servant 
depart  in  feace^  for  mine  Eyes  have  feen  thy  Sal^ 
vaff0n» 

?•  An  aftual  Readinefs  for  Death,  and  the 
Coming  of  Chrift,  is  promoted  by  the  lively  and 
vigorous  Reprcfcntation  to  our  Minds  of  the 
Glories  of  the  Heavenly  Inheritance.    There- 
fore frwucntly  think  of  the  Weight  and  Luftre 
of  thole  Crowns  that   are  preparM  for  the 
faithful  Followers  of  the  Lamb :  Think  of  the 
Society  and  Imploy  of  the  Blefled,   the  Per- 
feftioh  of  their  Knowledg,  Purity  and  Love, 
the  Magnificence  and  Grandeur  of  Chrift  in  his 
glprifira  Humanity,  and  how  Millions  of  ob- 
leqaious  Spirits  bow  at  his  Feet.    Think  agaia 
how  officious  and  ready  the  chief  Principalities 
of  the  glorious  Empire  are  to  convey  the  Souls 
of  fuch  as  die  in  the  Lord  thro  the  vaft  Region^ 
of  Air  to  their  Father's  Houfe.    Andean  yoa 
think  of  thefe  things  without  earneft  Defirea 
to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift?   Surely  a 
good  Man  that  has  been  long  inur'd  to  fuch 
Contemplations,  can  very  eafily  quit  his  Body, 
and  very  joyfully  commend  his  departing  Spirit 
into  his  hands  that  has  bought  it  with  his 
Blood. 

Secondly^  I  proceed  now  to  confider  the  forci- 
ble Realdn  our  Blefled  Saviour  ufes  to  prefs 
this  Duty  of  being  Ready  •,  For  in  fuch  an  Hour 
as  ye  think  not^  the  Son  of  Man  cometh*    1  have 

Q.  already 
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already  lignilied  to  you^  that  by  the  Coming 
of  Chrifiy  we  are  to  underftand  his  fecond 
folemn  Appearance  to  judg  the  World,  the 
Certainty  of  which  is  here  fuppos'd  and  taken 
for  granted.  But  that  wherein  the  force  of 
the  Argument  lies,  is,  That  he  Jhall  come  in  an 
Hour  we  think  not  of.  When  he  is  lead  thought 
of  or  look'd  for,  when  Men  are  ftupid  and  in- 
fenfible,  and  do  not  cxpeft  his  Coming,  thea 
fhall  Mankind  be  furpriz'd  with  the  Appearance  . 
of  their  Judg,  as  were  the  Old  World  with  a 
tukc*2i,3j,deftroying  Deluge  i  For  as  a  Snare  fhall  it  €om$ 
tifon  all  them  that  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  Earth. 

We  are  as  certain  that  Chrift  wiU  come, 
as  if  his  Coming  were  paft  or  prefent,  as  if 
we  now  heard  the  Sound  of  the  lalt  Trump, 
and  faw  the  Heavens  open,  and  the  Son  of 
God  moving  towards  us  thro  the  Air  in  the 
Chariot  of  a  bright  Cloud :  But  we  canoot 
tell  whether  he'll  appear  in  the  firft  or  fecond, 
in  the  third  or  fourth  Watch  of  the  Night; 
fo  that  'tis  reafonable  that  we  watch  the  whole 
Islight,  I  mean,  that  we  be  always  ready. 

We  are  as  ignorant  about  the  time  of  our 
Death,  as  we  are  about  Chrift's  fecond  Coming  9 
for  People  are  calFd  out  of  this  World  in  an 
hour  they  think  not  of.  There  is  no  Place, 
Time  or  Company  can  fecureHS  from  a  fudden 
Death, 

We  read  that  the  ten  Virgins  were  called 
while  numbering,  and  at  Midnight.  So,  Sin- 
ner, God  may  flop  thy  Breath  when  thou  art 
moft  fecure,  and  call  thee  hence  when  thou 
haft  the  leaft  thoughts  of  thy  Departure.  IVhen 
Sinners  cry  Peace^  Peace^  then  comes  fudden  De^ 
ftruitionf  as  Travail  upon  a  Woman  with  Child* 
Some  of  yea  that  are  hearing  this  Sermon, 

before 
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befiire  Midnight  may  be  Utd  out  for  your  own 
FiiDeraU  and  the  Soimd  of  that  Meflenger's 
f^  may  beat  the  door,  that  (hall  carry  yoa 
to  your  Grave. 

Ahah  little  thought  the  Hoar  of  his  Death 
was  fi>  near,  when  he  reproach'd  the  Prophet 
of  the  Lord,  and  threw  him  into  Prifon. 

^^r  was  Tery  confident  of  bis  living,  when 
lie  cry^d  oat,  Surely  the  Bitternefs  of  Death  is  i  s^m.  x/* 
fsft:^  bitf,  alas,  in  a  very  little  time  his  Con-^^' 
^enceis  tarnM  into  Confuiion ;  for  the  Man 
is  bnm  in  jieces  before  the  Leri  in  GilgaL        vcr.  35, 

fhmrAoh  in  the  Height  of  his  Rage  refolves 
to  fatisfy  his  Lttft,  and  to  divide  t^e  Spoil 
when  lie  parfii'd  the  Ifraelites  *,  but  before  he 
coatd  gratify  bis  Ambition,  the  Sea  becomes 
his  Sepalcher. 

How  often  does  God  furprize  Sinners  with 
^n  uneatpeded  Sammons  to  his  a  weful  Tribunal, 
when  like  the  ridh  Efiture  in  the  Gofpel,  they 
ire  pteas'd  with  the  Ooodi  they  have  laid  up 
for  many  Years,  and  ak'e  flattering  themfelves 
with  the  expedation  of  a  long  and  merry  Life  ? 
hot  in  a  moment  thej  go  dawn  to  the  J)ufi^  and 
Cod  reqoires  their  Sods  of  them  in  an  Hour 
.^bey  thought  not  of. 

The  Lamp  of  Life  is  fometimqs  blpwn  out 
Wftli  a  fttdden  Blaft,  when  there  is  Plenty  of 
Oil  to  feed  it.  Some  have  their  Pays  cut  oS 
in  the  midft^  their  Sun  fcts  at  ^ooq  -,  while 
their  Bones  are  iki6iften'd  witk^lti^rrow,  they 
fink  down  into  the  Grave  with  the  Sins^f  tb^r 
YoQth  deaving  to  them,  and  ehargfd  uppp 
them.  How  reafonable  thntfore  is  it^tbat  we 
fao  conftantly  prepared  ^to  dte^  fiiKe  we  mufl: 
every  one  fay  with  JjfiMfv^^^^^^  I  hum  me 
the  Day  of  my  Death !  Therefore  if  we  would 

0,2  not 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


228  A  Sermon  at  the  Funeral 

not  be  furpriz'd  at  the  Approaches  df  Death; 
or  Chrift's  Appearance  in  the  Cloads,  when 
he  Ihallcome  in  flaming  Fire,  let  nshe  atw^iys 

ready. 

I  come  now  to  make  fome  Improvement  of 
what  1  have  faid.    And,  ' 

I.  What  I  have  fpokcn  difcovers  to  as  both 
the  Wifdom  and  the  Mercy  of  God;  in  con- 
cealing from  us  the  particular  time  of  onr 
Death,  and  the  Day  of  o\lr  Lord*s  Appearing. 
It  muft  be  allow'd  to  be  a  great  Mercy  to  fal- 
len Creatures,  that  Gdki  hath  hid  from  them  fu- 
ture Events  9  for  if  we  all  knew  the  exaft 
day  of  our  Death,  and  the  precifc  time  that 
our  Judg  would  come,  either  'twould  unfit  as 
for  fecial  Duties  and  the  Qvil  Concerns  of  Life, 
or  elfe  upon  the  profpeft  of  its  being  very 
diftant,' would  induce  as  to  defer  oar  Prepara- 
tions, acid  give  our-felves  aloofcto  Sin. 

If  all  that  die  in  the  flaurifliing  Bloom  of 
Youth,  knew  a  little  before  their  Death,  that 
upon  fuch  a  Day  they  (honld  pafs  from  thb 
World  to  the  next ;  that  they  fhonld  finifli 
Time,  and  enter  upon  Eternity  j  how  woald 
the  innocent  Joys  of  Life  be  dampt,  and  their 
important  Bufinefs  retarded,  and  their  Ufeful- 
nefs  to  the  Community  entirely  obftmaed? 
What  Perfon  would  apply  his  Thooghts  to 
Learnwg  or  Trade,  that  knew  fo  foon  as  he  was 
fitted  for  either,  he  IhoaW  fink  down  intotiie 
Dult  of  Death  ?  Sa  that  fach  a  Knowledg  a£ 
'fttttire^Bvents  woald  be  deftrudiire  to  Homaa 
Society, 'and  inftead  of  farthering  the  Happfc- 
uefi  of  reafonable  Grfeatnres,  would  preveite 
iheir  <»iftmon  Ufcfiilncfs.  » 

.  ■,■•  ■■•.■';  .:  .  jr..:  ■■•■  ...  -  t 
r -i  :  ;.  "        There- 
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Therefore  God  has  in  great  kindnefs  towards 
us  conceaPd  from  us  future  Events :  And  I  have 
often  thought  that  the  Wtfdom  and  Mercy  of 
God  are  as  much  difplay'd  in  hiding  fome 
things  from  us,  as  in  revealing  other  things 
to  us.  Our  days  are  determin'd,  and  the  ge- 
neral meafure  of  Human  Life  is  laid  down  in 
Divine  Revelation*,  but  the  precife  time  of  our 
Death  and  the  Day  of  Judgment  is  in  great 
Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  hid  from  us,  God  ha- 
ving refer vM  the  Secrets  of  his  Decrees  in  his 
own  power,  that  fo  we  might  be  Mways  ready. 

2.  How  much  are  they  to  blame  who  put  the 
evil  Day  far  from  them,  and  exercife  no  ferious 
Thoughts  about  being  ready  for  Death  and  our 
Lord's  fecond  Coming?  That  this  is  fo  in  faft, 
I  need  not  prove  ^  for  our  own  Obfervation 
will  furnifh  us  with  too  many  fad  Inftances  of 
this  nature. 

Young  People  are  ready  to  conclude,  that 
of  courfe  they  mult  live  to  be  old,  tho  thou- 
fands  younger  than  they  fall  at  their  Right 
Hand,  and  ten  thoufands  at  their  Left. 

Thofe  that  are  old,  think,  that  fince  they 
have  continued  fo  long,  there  will  be  the  addi- 
tion of  fome  more  Years  to  their  Lives :  and  tho 
the  Scripture  afTures  us,  that  our  Life  is  hut  as 
aVaVour^  which  affeareth  a  little  time^  and  then 
vanijheth  away  \  yet  thefe  People  will  perfuade 
themfelves  that  their  own  Lives  (hall  be  more 
durable  and  lafting,  and  promife  themfelves 
Years  to'  come :  but  alas  on  a  fudden  the  Lamp 
of  Life  goes  out,  and  their  unprepared  Souls 
pafs  into  outer  Darhnefs^ 

Whence  is  it  that  Men  are  thus  ftupid,  fince 

they  know  not  at  what  hour  they  may  be  called 

out  of  the  World  ?  I  anfwer  briefly,  It  fprings 

Q^  3  from 
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from  their  Ignorance  of  God  and  of  themfelves : 
They  are  ignorant  of  God's  Holinefs  and  Ju^ 
fiiccj  and  feldom  think  of  any  other  than  the 
indulgent  Attributes  of  Mercy^  Goodnefs  and 
Tatience.  Becaufe  Sentence  againfi  an  evil  Work 
is  not  fpeedily  executed^  therefore  the  Hearts  of 
the  Children  of  Men  are  fully  fet  in  them  to  do  eviU 
It  likewife  fprings  from  their  Ignorance  of 
themfelves  i  they  are  not  fenfible  of  their  loft 
Condition  in  the  firft  jidam\  they  don't  fee 
their  Guilt  and  Pollution  in  tf?eir  deftruftive 
Confequencesi  they  don*tknow  the  Worth  of 
their  Souls  ;  therefore  they  negleft  them,  and 
are  wholly  taken  up  with  the  Gratifications  of 
the  Animal  Nature. 

Again,  an  inordinate  Love  to  this  World 
prevents  Mens  Preparation  for  another :   Some 
are  intent  ujpon  Bufinefs,  while  (Tthersljpendall 
their  time  in  Diverfion  i  but  both  agree  to 
jieglea  the  mofl:  important  Affair :    They  find 
time  for  every  thing,  but  the  one  thing  needful  ^ 
and  like  Archimedes  are  drawing  Defigns  in  the 
Duft,  till  Death  breaks  their  Defigns,  and  redu-r 
ces  them  to  that  from  whence  they  were  taken. 
Again,   fome  defer  their  Preparations,  be* 
caufe  Death  is  a  melancholy  and  troubleforn 
^  thing  to  think  of  ^  they  imagine  if  they  Ihould 
familiarise  the  Thoughts  of  Death,  it  would 
damp  all  the  Joys  of  Life,  and  infufei  Bitter^ 
nefs  into  their  pleafant  Cups.    They  think  that 
ConfideratiofiS  about  Death  and  Judgment  are 
only  proper  for  the  Sick  and  the  Aged,  but  ve- 
ry unfutable  for  fuchas  are  in  Health,  in  the 
Greennefs  and   Vivacity  of  Youth.     Finally, 
the  vain  Opinion  that  fome  have  of  their  own 
Tower  and  Free-will^  to  repent  and  tqrtl  at  what 
time  they  pleafe,    caufes  tliem  to  defer  their 
t  getting 
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getting  ready  for  Eternity,  till  they  arrive  to 
the  laft  Moments  of  their  time. 

Nowall  thefe  vain  Pleas  wonld  vanifli,  were 
People  bat  fenfibleof  their  Guilt  and  PoUution, 
of  their  own  Impotency,  and  the  need  they 
Hood  in  of  Jefus  Chrift  •,  then  the  Thoughts  of 
not  knowing  the  Hour  when  Chrift  will  come 
as  a  Jud£j  wonld  be  of  weight  to  move  them 
to  fly  to  him  preftntly  as  a  S«wttr. 

3.  How  careful  Ihould  thofe  be,  who  think 
that  they  are  ready  for  Death  and  Judgment, 
that  they  be  truly  fo  ^  'tis  a  matter  of  the 
likheft  Concern,  and  if  you  miftake  here,  you 
are  loft  for  ever.  Therefore  carefully  look 
into  the  State  of  your  Souls,  and  beg  of  God 
to  fearch  and  try  you ;  and  if  upon  a  ftrift  In- 

auiry  you  can  find,  that  you  ate  juftified  by  the 
ilood  of  Chrift,  and  renewed  by  the  Spirit  of 
(Chrift,  adore  the  Riches  of  God*s  diftinguilhing 

But  if  any  of  you  upon  Enquiry  find  your 
reives  unreMhy  kt  me  exhort  you  to  get  ready 
With  an  poldble  fpeed:  For  in  fuch  an  Hour  as 
you  think  not,  the  Son  of  Man  cometh.  And 
■  that  this  Exhortation  may  have  its  due  weight 
upon  your  Confciences,  I  would  fuggeft  to 
vour  ferious  Thoughts  the  following  things. 
'  Cu')  Confider  that  no  time  is  properly  ours 
buttheprefcnti  therefore 'tis  highly  reasona- 
ble it  Ihould  be  improved  in  getting  our  felves 
ready  for  Death  and  Judgment :  AH  fiiture  time 
is  as  much  out  of  our  power,  as  that  which  is 
already  paft.  Now  fince  'tis  Uncertain  when 
we  ftaUbecalkdout  of  the  World,  Visa  mat- 
ter of  the  greateft  moment,  that  we  take  care 
to  be  always  ready.  Boafinotthj/ felfof  tomci" 
m,  far  thou  hnomfi  not  what  4  Day  my  bnn^^ 
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forth.  Some  are  forming  Defigns  for  many 
Years  to  come,  tho  they  have  not  a  MonKnt 
buttheprefentoneat  their  difpofe.  'Tisonly 
the  prefent  time  that  is  ours,  yet  that  is  Aiding 
'  away  while  I  am  fpeaking  to  you  ^  and  that  Mo* 
tnentin  which  I  pronounced  the  laft  Sentence, 
will  never  return  again.  We  enjoy  the  precious 
Commodity  of  Time,  Moment  after  Moment  j 
God  gives  not  two  together,  but  takes  away 
one  when  he  gives  another:  how  Ihould  we 
then  value  that  we  enjoy  fo  little  of  at  once  ? 
Therefore  let  ns  redeem  Timey  and  give  all  Dili^ 
gence  to  be  found  of  Chrifi  in  Peace^^  without  Spot 
and  Blame  J  in  the  Day  of  God, 

(2.)  Confider  that  neither  the  Hour  of  Death, 
nor  that  of  Chrift's  appearing,  can  tarry  be- 
yond the  time  fixed  in  the  Counfels  of  Heaven^ 
till  we  prepare  our  felves.  Whether  we  are 
ready  or  no,  we  mult  ^way  at  the  Divine  Sum- 
mons, and  when  that  will  be,  we  cannot  tell. 
.  Chrift  will  not  delay  his  Coming  to  Judgment ; 
.  but  at  the  time  appointed  by  the  Father,  He 
that  Jha/l  comey  will  come^  and  will  not  tarry^ 
whether  thou  art  ready  for  his  Coming  or  not  j 
therefore  be  ye  always  ready. 

(3.)  Confider  that  at  Death  your  State  is  de- 
termined for  ever.    As   the  Tree  falls,  fo  it 
lies^    and  as  Death  leaves  you,  Judgment  will 
find  you.    If  you  die  in  a  State  of  Sin,  under 
.the  Wrath  and  Difpleafure  of  God,   you  will 
.  abide  fo  for  ever.     We  can  die  but  once,  how 
-does  it  then   concern  us  to  prepare  for  that 
^  which  can  be  but  once  done,  becaufe  an  Error 
.committed  in  that,  cannot  be  amended  after- 
.  wards  ?   O  Sirs !  Think  of  it  with  ferioufnefs, 
.whenever  thefe  Souls  diflodg  from  your  Bodies, 
,they'l  be  fixed  in  an  unalterable  State  of  H^p- 
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piaefs  or  Mifery.  There  is  no  refining  Fire  to 
purge  you,  if  you  go  unprepared  into  the  next 
World. 

(4.)  Confider  how  great  will  be  the  Difad- 
vantage,  if  you  are  furprized  in  an  unprepared 
State.    Thy  Indifpofition  juft  before  thy  Death 
may  be  fo  great,  that  thou  maylt  be  uncapable 
of  ferious  Refleftion.     Moreover,  how  wilt 
thou  do  to  fuftain  acute  Pains  and  amazing  Ter- 
rors ?   To  groan  under  the  Burden  of  a  weak 
dying  Body,   and  feel  the  Convulfions  of  a 
wounded  Spirit  at  the  fame  time !  To  be  fo  lick 
that  you  cannot  live,  and  yet  fo  guilty  as  to 
be  afraid  to  die,  this  is  a  deplorable  State  in- 
deed !    Dr.  Jer.  Taylor  tells  us  of  a  melancholy 
Perfon,  who  faw  Hell  in  a  Dream  or  Vifion ; 
whofe  Amazement  thereupon  was  fuch,  that 
he  would  have  chofen  ten  times  to  die,  rather 
than  feel  again  fo  much  of  that  Horror.     And 
certainly  fomething  equal,    if   not  exceeding 
this,  does  feize  unprepared  Siilners,  when  they 
are  juftentring  into  Eternity.    Who  can  tell 
the  thoufandth  part  of  that  Torture,   which 
poor  Souls  feel  from  a  Senfe  of  Divine  Wrath, 
when  the  Horrors  of  a  guilty  Mind  mix  with 
the  Pangs  of  Death?    Again,    thy  Summons 
into  the  other  World  may  be  fo  fudden,  that 
thou  mayft  have  neither  time  to  confider  what 
is  convenient  to  be  done,  nor  time  to  do  it  in. 
O  how  fad  will  be  the  Condition  of  fuch  who 
are  called  before  they  are  ready  for  Chrift's. 
Appearing  and  Kingdom !  Do  you  think  you 
could  do  any  thing  to  get  ready  to  meet  your 
Judg,  if  you  faw  him  appearing  in  the  Clouds^ 
of  Heaven  with  Power  and  great  Glory?    If 
the  Elements  were  melting  with  fervent  Heat, 
and  the.H^^xensIbriyerdup  as  a  Scroll  whea 
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'tis  rolled  together  i  if  the  Mountains  wpre  re-' 
moving,  and  the  Earth  (haking,  and  the  Stars 
falling,  and  the  World  blazing  and  cracking 
about  your  Ears',  what  could  you  do  amidftall 
that  Noife  and  Terror  ?  You  would  then  be 
for  hiding  your  felves  in  Dens  and  Rocks  of  the 
Earth,  and  call  to  the  Mountains  to  fall  on 
you  and  cover  you,  from  him  that  fits  on  the 
Throne,  and  the  Wrath  of  the  Lamb. 

(5.)  Confider,  that  if  you  Ihould  defer  Pre- 
paration to  an  indefinite  Hereafter^  you  are  not 
fure  that  God's  Spirit  will  afford  you  any  af- 
fiftance,  and  without  that  thou  canft  neither 
repent  or  believe,  for  both  are  the  Gifts  of 
God.  By  Grace  you  are  faud  thro  Faithy  and 
that  not  of  your  felves ^  ^tis  the  Gift  of  Godj  not 
of  Worksy  left-  any  Manjhould  boafi.  Refift  not 
the  Spirit,  left  he  ftrive  with  you  no  more ; 
Can  the  Ethiopian  change  his  Skin^  or  the  Leopard 
his  Spots  ?  then  mayfou  that  are  accuftom*d  to  da 
ivily  learn  (of  your  felves)  to  do  welL  I  believe 
you  that  have  had  Experience  of  Divine  things, 
and  know  what  it  is  to  pafs  from  Death  to 
Life^  will  readily  own,  that  the  Will  of  Man 
is  determined  by  the  fpecial  Grace  of  God, 
whenChriftisform'd  in  the  Heart,  and  is  be- 
come the  Objeft  of  its  Defire  and  Choice  \  and 
that  mere  Nature  as  corrupted  can  no  more 
rbfift  a  pleafing  and  agreeable  Temptation  to 
Sin,  than  the  faint  Breath  of  a  Man  can  ftop 
the  rapid  ftreams  of  a  mighty  River. 

(6,)  Confider  the  Advantage  of  being  always 
ready-  Death  in  anydrcfs  will  be  noTerroi^ 
to  ^  prepared  Soul^  and  tho  the  Cry  Ihould 
be  at  Midnight,  Come  ye  forth  to  meet  him^ 
yoa'l  be  ready  at  that  fliort  warning  with  Glad- 
oefs  to  enter  in  with  thfe  Bridegroom.    'Tis 
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Mens  being  unready  that  makes  them  fear 
Death;  but  the  Fears  of  Death  abate,  when 
we  know  that  the  Sting  is  removed,  and  the 
King  of  Terrors  himfelf  is  embraced  as  a  Friend 
by  that  Man  that  is  compleatly  ready  to  die:. 
and  indeed  'tis  only  fuch  that  can  retain  a 
firmnefs  of  Spirit  under  conftant  Fain  and  lin- 
gring  Sicknefs,  the  Harbingers  of  Death, 

To  have  all  quiet  and  well  within,  while  the 
Body  languilhes  with  Pain;  to  have  ftrong 
Confolation  and  good  Hope,  as  the  Anchor 
of  the  Soul  both  fure  and  ftedfalt,  juft  as  we 
are  lanching  forth  into  the  Ocean  of  Eternity : 
This,  this  is  peculiar  to  thofe  that  are  ready. 
And  with  what  alacrity  and  pleafure  can  fuch 
Souls  engage  in  all  parts  of  Religious  Wor- 
Ihip  here,  who  are  ready  for  their  remove, 
and  fit  to  be  join'd  to  the  general  Aflerably 
above  ? 

In  fuch  a  polture  of  Soul  was  He,  whofe 
Death  occafions  this  Difcourfe-  I  doubt  not 
but  he  was  aBuaUy  as  well  as  habitually  ready  j 
you  know  I  mean  your  late  Worthy  Pallor 
Mr.  Hercules  Collins^  concerning  whom  1  have 
need  to  fay  the  lefs,  becaufe  his  DoElrine  you 
have  heard,  and  his  Example  you  have  feen  for 
fo  many  Years :  the  former  was  agreeable  to 
the  Sentiments  of  the  Reformed  Churches  in 
all  Fundamental  Articles  of  Faith,  and  the 
latter  fuch  as  did  adorn  the  DoBrine  of  God  our 
Saviour  • 

He  began  to  be  Religious  early,  and  con-t 
tinu'd  Faithful  to  the  ialh  He  was  not 
Ihock'd  by  the  Fury  of  Perfecutors,  tho  he 
fuffcr'd  Imprifonment  for  the  Name  of  Chrift. 

He  was  one  that  had  a  folid  Acquaintance 
with  Divine  Things,  about  which  he  always 

fpoke 
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fpoke  with  a  becoming  Serioufnefs  and  a  due 
Relifhi  and  I  mafl  fay,  I  hardly  ever  knew  a 
Man  that  did  more  conftantly  promote  Reli- 
gious Difcourfe  (a  Pradice  almoft  out  of  fa- 
Ihion:)  he  (hewed  an  unwearied  Endeavour 
to  recover  the  decayed  Power  of  Religion, 
for  he  lived  what  he  preached,  and  it  pleafed 
God  to  fucceed  his  Endeavours  in  the  Gofpel 
after  a  wonderful  manner.  Are  there  not 
here  many  that  muft  call  him  Father,  whom 
he  hath  begotten  thro  the  Gofpel  f  May  it  not  be 
faidof  this  Man  and  that  Woman,  they  were 
born  here?  •   rli  07  si ;. 

If  he  had  not  fome  Mens  Accuracy,  yet  it 
was  made  up  by  a  conftant  Flame  \  for  qo  Man 
could  preach  with  a  more  afFeftipnate  Regard 
.to  the  Salvation  of  Souls.  And  how  well  he 
difcharged  the  other  Branches  of  his  Pafioral 
FunElion^  this  Church  is  a  Witnefs,  whom  he 
has  watched  over  and  vifited  above  five  and 
twenty  Years. 

He  had  Luther's  three  (Qualifications  for  a 
Gofpel-Minifter  i  he  was  much  given  to  Medi- 
tation and  Prayer,  and  hardly  any  Man  was 
more  grievoufly  tempted  of  the  Devil  than 
your  deceafed  Paftor:  tho  for  many  years  Sa- 
tan in  a  great  meafure  was  bruifed  under  his 
Feet,  and  God  had  fo  cleared  up  his  Love  to 
his  Soul,  that  he  could  fay,  J  kmw  in  whom 
J  have^helievedy  I  know  to  whom  I  have  commit^ 
ted  my  ^7-.'.,  /  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth^ 
and  I  knov^  that  when  this  earthly  Houfg  of  my 
Tubernoiqleis  dijfglved^  I  have  a  Building  of  God^ 
a  Houfe  ^n^t  ma^o  with  Hmdsy  oternal  in  the 
Heavens,  ii^s  coDftant  walk  was  in  the  F<4r 
of  the  [jordy  4nd  in  the  Comforts  of  the  Holy 
Ghofi.    JJe  h^d  a  fuB  jiffuranc^  ojt  Uje-  ^QV9 
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of  God  for  many  Years  j  yet  this  did  not 
make  him  carelefs  and  negligent  in  Duty,  it 
did  not  lift  him  op  above  meafure,  bat  kept 
him  at  the  foot  of  Chrilt. 

How  exemplary  was  his  Sabmiffion  under 
perfonal  and  relative  Trials  j  his  own  Indif- 
politions  were  frequent  and  great,  ytt  in  Pati* 
ence  he  fojfejfed  his  Soulj  and  was  always  learU'* 
ing  from  the  Difciplinc  of  the  Rod  :  and  how 
well  he  carried  it  under  the  Afflidion  he  had 
with  a  near  Relation,  you  cannot  but  know. 
I  confefs  I  have  thought  him  in  that  refped 
one  of  the  belt  Examples  that  ever  Iknew ; 
furely  no  Perfon  could  be  more  tender  and 
fympathizing.  In  a  word,  he  was  faithful  ia 
every  Relation,  a  Man  of  Truth  and  Integrity, 
one  entirely  devoted  to  the  Service  of  the  Tem- 
ple, and  2eaIoufly  bent  to  promote  the  Interefl: 
of  the  Lord  Redeemer.  But  alas!  this  ufeful 
Minifter  is  Clenced,  and  a  few  days  Indifpo- 
lition  has  given  him  a  Remove  from  the  Toils 
of  the  Pulpit,  to  the  Triumphs  of  the  Throne. 

I  confers  I  had  not  the  Opportunity  of  con- 
verling  with  him  in  his  laft  lUnefs  ^  but  I  am 
informed  by  thofe  that  were  with  him,  that  he 
retained  an  excellent  Savour  of  Divine  Things 
to  the  Day  of  his  Death,  and  did  dilcourfe  but 
the  Morning  before  he  died  after  a  very  moving 
manner,  being  greatly  afFeded  with  thofe 
Words,.  ^  They  overcame  by  the  Blood  of  the 
Lamb..  'Tis  true,  he  is  fallen  in  Battel,  but 
he  died  m^re  than  a  Conqueror  ^  and  having  fought 
the  good  Fight ^  and  finished  his  Courfe^  and  kept 
the  Faithy  he  quitted  the  Body,  that  he  might 

*  This  vtM  the  UflTepct  tii^befHAchcdon,  if  being  on  a  Fv- 
^lieral  Occafion,  '  ' 

1  receive 
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receive  an  unfading  Crown  ^  Glory.  But  wc 
arc  left  behind  unripe  for  Heaven,  and  God 
is  teaching  us  by  terrible  things  in  Righteouf^ 
nefs.  And  we  (hall  difcover  great  Stupidity,  if 
we  do  not  obfervc  how  God  hath  broken  us 
with  Breach  upon  Breach  * :  He  hath  removed 
both  Yoanger  and  Elder  Minifters.  Therefore 
on  this  occafion  fufier  me  to  ipeak  a  few  Words 
to  three  forts  of  People,  and  I  b^ve  done. 

I.  To  furvivinc  Minifters.  I  confefs  I  am 
the  unworthieft  of  your  number ;  and  confider^ 
ing  my  Age,  and  before  whom  I  ftandt  my 
Words  ought  to  be  few.  Yet  the  Senfe  1  have 
upon  my  ow^n  Soul  concerning  the  Methods  of 
God's  Providence  towards  us,  inclines  me  to 
addrefs  my  felf  to  you,  my  Fathers,  that  were 
in  Chrift  before  me,  and  preach'd  him  before 
I  knew  him.  Suffer  a  Son  to  put  you  in  mind 
of  doing  the  utmoft  you  can  for  Chrift  while 
here ,  for  you  muft  ibortly  go,  and  what  then 
Ihall  we  do  to  ftem  the  Tide  of  Profenenefs^ 
andanfwerthe  Cavils  of  Scepticks  againft  our 
Holy  Religion?  O  i)ity,  pity  the  rifing  Gene*, 
ration  of  Young  Minifters:  Pray  for  them,  ad- 
vife  them,  and  do  all  you  can  to  help  them 
in  their  Work,  before  you  leave  them :  Be 
an  Example  to  them>  that  when  you  are  ga« 
ther'd  to  your  Fathers,  we  may  ftand  up  and 
plead  for  your  God  and  Ours.  And  you,  my 
Brethren,  that  are  younger,  let  me  intreac 
you  to  apply  your  felves  to  dofe  Study  and 
conftant  Prayer,  that  you  may  iliew  your  felves 


•  Mr,  Dennis  4«i  Mr.Tho.  Harrifpn  both  died  in  the  tbmfdfs  of 
fix  Days  in  Augiift/o/i;  Mnd  Jince  fkt  Prt4fhin^  ofthisStfmQn, 

Mr,  W ilium  Collins  it  deceased. 
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Worl^m  that  ne^d  not  be  ajhofued^  richly  di^ 
^ing  the  Word  of  truth. 

1.  to  y6p.  Illy  Brethren  of  this  Church, 
that  have  loft  an  Excellent  Paftor.  In  the 
xnidft  of  your  Tears  look  up  to  Heavep,  and 
fray  to  the  Lord  of  the  Harvefi  that  he  wouldM$x.$.^%, 
fend  forth  t^kourers  into  his  Harveft.  ]R.cmem- 
J)er  the  God  you  pray  to  can  difpeoffe  the  Spi- 
rit in  what  meafures  be  pleafes,  and  qualify 
whom  be  will  for  the  Miniftrjition  of  the  Go- 
fpel*  But  let  not  that  make  you  defedive  on 
your  part;  You  muft  npt  expcftthat  Prcafchcrs 
wWdrop  down  from  Heaven,  or  Tpring  out  of 
Earth ;  out  due  Care  mud  be  taken  for  the  in- 
couragement  of  humble  men  that  have  red 
CiftSf  and  let  fuch  be  trainM  up  in  ufeful  Le4rn^ 
ingj  that  they  may  be  able  to  defend  the  Truths 
tney  preach.  Your  Paftor^s  Mouth  is  ftop'd, 
and  cannot  fpeak  to  you;  but  this  I^am  fure 
was  the  Seofe  of  his  Miud.  To  clofe  this 
Head)  Labour  to  hep  the  Vnityoftht  Spirit  in 
the  Bond  offeree :  And  tbo  your  EWcr  is  dead, 
remember  your  Relation  to  the  Church  is  not 
diOblv'd,  but  you  are  bound  to  keep  your  Pla- 
ces, and  to  do  your  utmpft  to  promote  the  Ha^ 
pinefs  of  this  Congregation.  The  Church  is 
inaftate  of  Widowhood-,  and  I  hope  you  will 
not  forget  to  Tympathize  with  your  Paftor's 
diftrefled  Widow,  to  defend  her  Right,  and 
fupport  her  to  the  laft. 

Be  as  fpeedy  as  yoo  can  in  filling  up  the  Place 
in  the  Church  of  Him  that  is  gone :  And  may 
you  have  a  Faflor  after  God^s  own  Heart. 

3.  To  you  that  were  the  conftant  Auditors 
df  the  deceased  Minifter.    ^Tis  to  be  fear'd  that 

many 
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many  of  you  have  not  improvM  fo  much  aa 

you  ought  to  have  done :  You  are  Witnefies 
v?ith  what  Zealand  Fervour,  with  what  Con- 
ftancy  and  Serioufnefs  he  us'd  to  warn  and 
perfuade  you.  Tho  you  have  been  deaf  to  his 
former  Preaching,  yet  liften  to  the  Voice  of 
this  Providence,  left  you  continue  in  your  Slum- 
ber till  you  fleep  the  Sleep  of  Death. 

You  cannot  but  fee,  unlefs  you  will  clofe  your 
Eyes,  that  this  World  and  the  Fajhion  of  it  is 
fajfmg  away.  O  what  a  Change  will  a  few 
Months  or  Years  make  in  this  numerous  Aflem- 
bly  I  Yea,  what  a  fad  Change  has  little  more 
than  a  Fortnight  made  in  this  Congregation  ! 
He  that  was  fo  lately  preaching  in  this  Pulpit, 
is  now  wrapt  in  his  Shroud,  and  confin'd  to  his 
Coffin  V  and  the  Lips  that  fo  often  difpers^d 
Knowledg  amongft  you,  are  feaPd  up  till  the 
Refurreftion. 

Here's  the  Body  of  your  late  Minifter;  but 
his  Soul  is  enter'd  into  the  Joy  of  his  Lord.  O 
thatthofe  of  you  that  would  not  be  perfuaded 
by  him  living,  might  be  wrought  upon  by  his 
Death !  for  tho  he  is  dead,  he  yet  fpeaketh ; 
and  what  doth  he  fay  both  to  Minifters  and 
People,  but  Be  ye  alfo  ready^  for  in  fuch  an  hour 
as  you  think  not^  the  Son  of  Mm  someth  ? 
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Beloved  in  our  Lord,  -'•  •  ^ 

IS    not  without  fome  regret 

that  I  fermit  the  folhwmg 

Difcourfe  to  come  abroad^  h^^ 

^^  vingfo  lately  ventur'^d  to  ex- 

flP-F^i  r^firmji     ^  nrffelfupor^  a  like  occafion. 

I  fpeak  thusy  becauje  I  am  confcious  of  my 
unfit nefs  to  write  in  an  Age  fo  Critical  and 
Cenforious.  I  had  much  rather  that  on  this 
Occafion  Days  fhould  have  fpoken^  than  joh  31.  7: 
one  who  is  jo  vafily  inferior  to  the  Deceafed 
in  Grace^  Learning  and  Tears.  And  I  have 
often  thought^  Cince  I  preached  on  the  Death 
of  pur  Excellent  Pafior^  that  a  Sermon  fo 
mean  to  celebrate  the  Memory  of  a  Man  fa 
Great  J  would  be  interpreted  rather  a  Slight 
than  a  Token  of  RefpeSf.  And  tho  you^  my 
Bretjkr^n^  hd^e  htm-^Uafd  to  think  favour^ 
my  of  it.  yet  I  fear  thdt  Learned  Men  will 
r  R  2  hardly 
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hardly  forgive  mey  that  Ihaveventur'^don  a. 
Task  JO  much  above  me :  However  I  have 
this  jatisfaHion^  that  I  have  done  the  befi  I 
could  within  thejbort  Limits  allowed  me  \  and. 
'^tis  defign^d  welly  however  it  Jucceed. 

My  Brethren, 

T/V  under  your  Vwbrage  that  I  exPofe  it  to 
Pubiick  VieWy  not  thatTexPeSfyoupjould  an^ 
fwer  for  my  faults  \  tho  this  I  mttfl  fay^ ,  V/ j 
your  Fault  that  you  had  no  better  a  Sermon  : 
Butfuch  as  this  is^  I  hope^  Jince  you  cauPd  it 
to  be  freach^dy  and  now  to  be  fubliflPdy  you 
mil  let  your  Prayers  meet  mine  at  the  Throne 
of  Grace^  that  it  may  be  ferviceabte  to  the 
true  Interefi  of  Religion.  And  if  Gpd.jhaU 
blefsit  to  any  good  purpofe^  to  Saints  or^in^ 
nersj  Idejire  he  may  have  ai  the  Glory;  while 
Ihavefo  much  Honour  as  to  be  implead  04 
an  Infirument  in  the  Divine  Hand  to  fra- 
mote  the  common  Salvation.  I  commend 
you  to  Gvd,  and  the  Word  of  his  Grace^ 
tphich  is  able  to  build  you  upj  and  tv  give  you 
an  Inheritance  among  them  that  are  janSli^ 
fed  J  J;jd  fubfcribe  my  felf^ 

Tour  Servant  for  Jefus  fike^ 


John  Picoott^ 
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Job  XIV-  14. 

JH  the  days  of  my  appointed  time 

mil  I  waity  till  my  Change  come. 

N  this  Life  we  meet  with  great 
Exercifes  and  Trials^  as  did  the 
Children  of  Jfrael  in  the  Wil- 
dernefs.  God  leads  us  through 
many  Difficulties  and  Hardfhips 
to  humble  and  prove  us,  in  or« 
der  to  make  us  meet  for  a  more  happy  State. 

Eliphaz.  tcWsnSy  That  Man  uborn  to  trouhle^Joh ^.  7, 
as  the  Sparks  fly  upward^  i*  e.  naturally.  And 
Job  in  the  beginning  of  this  Chapter,  of  which 
my  Text  is  a  part,  aflures  us,  That  Man  that  . 
is  born  of  a  Woman^  is  of  few  days^  and  full  of 
trouble.  So  that  to  repine  at  what  is  infepara- 
blefromHumauity,  (confiderM  as  fallen)  is  in 
effed  to  be  difpleas'd  that  we  are  Men.  And 
with  as  much  reafon  may  we  murmur  that 
God  did  not  create  us  AngeU,  or  that  wc  arc 
not  immediately  tranflated  to  Heaven,  with- 
out taking  a  Journey  of  feveral  Years  from  the 
Womb  to  the  Grave  i  Heaven  being  the  only 
Place  exempt  from  Inconveniency  and  Trouble, 
where  alone  is  no  Sin  or  Sorrow,  Glamour  or 
Pain :  But  in  this  lower  Region  every  Day  is 
opening  to  us  a  new  Scene  of  Mifery,  in  which 
we  inay1)chold  the  Vanity  of  the  World,  and 
R  3  the 
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the  Frailty  of  Human  Nature,  No  part  of 
our  time  bat  hath  its  portion  of  Care  and 
Trouble  affign'd  to  it.  j4rjdj  as  our  Saviour 
hath  told  us,  fufficient  to  the  Day  is  the  Evil 
thereof.  So  that  Life  and  Mifery  feem  only  to 
be  feveral  Names  for  the  fame  thing.  I  fpeak 
of  Human  Life  indefinitely,  whether  that  of 
a  Prince  or  a  Beggar  ^  for  thofe  that  are  rais'd 
to  the  higbeft  pitch  of  Honour  in  this  Worlds 
meet  with  many  things  that  occafion  their  dif- 
quiet  and  uneafinefs,  as  well  as  thofe  that  ftand 
upon  lower  Ground.  Indeed  it  muft  be  own'd, 
there  is  a  vifiblc  difference  betwixt  the  Righte- 
ous and  the  Wicked  now  in  fome  refpcfts.  Yet 
the  Difpcnfations  of  Divine  Providence  are 
promifcuoufly  adminifter'd  to  both.  The  molt 
Excellent  of  the  Earth  are  not  exempted  from 
thofe  Difeafes  and  Troubles  that  lead  down  to 

vci.  2.  the  gloomy  Shades  of  the  Grave.  Man  cometh 
forth  like  a  Flower^  and  is  cut  down  ^  he  fieeth  alfa 
as  a  ShadoWy  and  continueth  not.  A  very  elegant 
Defcription  of  a  Man's  natural  Frailty:  A 
Flower  quickly  grows  up  and  appears  beautiful, 
but  asfuddenly  is  deftroy'd  by  a  rude  Hand,  or 
blafted  by  the  Wind,  or  wither'd  by  the  Sun, 
He  fieeth  as  a  Shadow^  and  continueth  not:  The 
Sun  is  no  fooner  fet,  or  wrapt  in  the  Mantle 
of  a  thick  Clood,  but  the  Shadow  doth  fud- 
denly  difappear  and  entirely  vaniQi ;  fo  uncer- 

vcr.j.  tain  andfo  fading  is  the  Life  of  Man.  And 
doft  thou  Of  en  thine  Eyes  vfon  fuch  a  one^  and 
bringeft  me  into  judgment  with  thte  ?  a.  d*  Doft 
thou  ftridtly  obferve  my  ways,  that  thou  mayft 
find  caufe  to  punilh  a  Creature  fb  mean  as  I  am  ? 
Am  I  capable  of  contending  with  Heaven,  that 
thou  bringfjt  me  into  judgment  with  thee  f  $•  r. 
Thou  haft  rebukM  me  by  thy  Judgments,  and 
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the  I  have  been  conftrain'd  to  plead  with  tbee^ 
yet  thyi  Dread  hath  made  me  afraid.   Who  can  bring  v«Jf •  4-' 
A  clean  thi^g  outj^f  an  unclean  !  not  one*   The  Seed 
of  Believers  are  polluted,  as  well  as  the  Chil- 
dren of  Infidels :   I  own  (as  if  he  fljould  fay) 
th^fi  I  am  originally  defil'd^  but  lincetisthe 
common  Lot  of  all  Men,  let  my  Mifery  rather 
move  the  IJivine  Pity,  than  excite  the  Rigqars 
of  inflexible  Juftice  to  punilh  me  in  a  pecQ^ar 
and  terrible  planner.    Seeing  his  Days  are  deter^  v«r,  s*  C 
mn^4j  the  nUmher  of  bis  Months  are  with  thee^ 
thou  haft  appointed  his  Bounds  that  he  cannot  pafs  ^ 
tnrn  from  him  that  he  may  refiy  tiUhe  has  accom- 
flijb%  as  a  Hirelings  his  Day :  q.  d*  Relax  and 
atute  the  Troubles  I  groan  under,  till  I  have  fi- 
l^i^'d  my  Courfe,  and  liv'd  out  the  relidue  of 
ipy  limited  Time.    And  when  that  is  cpme, 
M^n  lifth  dorpnj  and  rifetb  nop  till  the  Heavens  ver.  12; 
ke  no  more:,  they  Jhall  not  awake -^   nor  be  raifed 
wt  of  their  Jleep.    The  Heavens  A^all  not  ab- 
folately  cea(e  to  I^e,  bu(  to  be  as  they  now  are. 
Thp  ^ppftle  Petfr  indeed  fppa^  oftYi^  J^eavens 
pafingaw4yrpith  a  great  noife  \  and  allures  us  that  a  Pet.  3. 10. 
fhpyThall  be  difohi'd  by  l^ircj  i.  e.  they  fhall  be  ver,  la. 
wqpderfully  refin'd.    I  fee  no  reafon  to  con- 
•  elude  that  thi^ir  Subfiance  fhall  be  annihilated, 
tho  they  may  pafs  under  a  copfiderable  Change 
in  regard  pf  their  (^^(itiesi  wljen  Man  fhall  pfai.  loa; 
j*W?ke  from  his  mortal  Slumber,  and  fpring  ^^>  ^7. 
from  hi?  Bed  of  fluft.    Upon  which  Job  utters 
a  very  pjatbetick  Wifh^   O  that  thou  fouldjt  j^i,^^^^; 
hide  nte  in  the  Grave^  that  thou  wouldfi  keep  vie 
feeret  until  thy  Wiratk  be  pafij  that  thou  wouldjt 
0ppint  me  a  fet  time^    and  remember   me!   \a 
jivnicb  word^he  deiiresthat  Gpd  would  either 
fafe  hi^  or  nis  Affli(iions,  or  put  an  end  to 
h|s  Life  and  them  together.    In  the  begiuning 
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of  the  next  Verfe,  he  propofes  a  Matter  by 
way  of  Query,  which  may  carry  in  it  an  Af- 
firmation accompanied  with  Joy  j  If  a  Man 
die^  fljall  he  live  again  ?  As  if  he  ftiould  fay, 
Is  it  true  ?  Yes  I  fi'nd  it  is,  he  fliaU  undoubted- 
ly live  again.  Some  indeed  give*the  words  a 
quite  different  turn,  and  make  the  Queftion 
equivalent  to  an  abfolute  Denial :  If  a  Man  dicy 
fhall  he  live  again  ?  i.e.  (fay  they)  he  fhall  not, 
namely  in  this  World.  And  accordingly  they 
underftand  the  Change  that  Job  fpeaks  of  in 
the  Text,  to  be  no  other  than  the  Change  of 
his  Condition  in  this  Life,  from  a  low  and  ad- 
verfe,  to  a  flourifhing  and  profperous  State* 
Which  Senfe  fecms  forc'd  and  not  genuine: 
For  we  do  not  read  that  Qod  ever  revcalM 
qny  fuch  thing  to  Job'-,  and  no  doubt,  if  there 
had  been  fuch  a  Revelation,  he  would  have 
fpoken  of  it  to  his  Friends,  which  would 
have  repel'd  the  Force  of  their  Cenfures,  and 
not  a  little  tended  to  his  own  Vindication. 
Moreover,  upon  the  fuppofition  that  Job  had 
fuch  adifcovery  concerning  the  end  of  his  Af- 
flictions, and  future  Advancement  even  in  this 
Life,  he  would  not  have  been  fuch  a  remark- 
able Inftance  of  Patience.  Korean  I  think  we 
Ihould  have  heard  from  him  any  Expreflions  in- 
coiifillent  with  fuch  a  Revelation,  as  there  are 
feveral  fcatter'd  through  this  Book.  Finally, 
This  Senfe  does  not  accord  with  the  Context, 
which  fpeaks  plainly  of  a  natural  Death,  and 
a  proper  Refurreftion-  I  therefore  chufe  to 
underftand  the  former  part  of  the  Verfe  ac* 
cording  to  the  firft  Senfe  I  mentioned,  viz.. 
That  if  a  Man  died,  'twas  certain  he  Ihould 

rife  again.    But  then  follows  the  Text AU 

the  days  of  my  af pointed  time  will  I  tvait^  till  my 
Change  come*  There 
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There  are  two  Senfes  in  reference  to  this 
Change  mention'd  in  the  Text,  which  I  fliall 
diftladly  confider  and  improve.  Firft,  Some 
by  this  Change  in  the  Text,  underftand  that 
Change  that  (hall  be  made  upon  the  Body  at 
the  RefurreBion ;  and  then  'tis  as  if  Job  fhould 
have  faid,  "  All  the  Days  that  are  appointed 
"  for  my  lying  in  the  Grave,  fliall  my  Soul  wait 
**  in  Heaven  for  the  revival  of  my  Body,  wbich 
"  fliall  pafs  under  a  mighty  Change  at  the 
*^  Refurreftion  of  the  Juft.'^  And  of  this  mind 
are  fome  very  ^  Learned  and  Judicious  Inter-* 
preters-  And  if  the  words  are  underftood 
in  this  Senfe,  then  this  waiting  mufl:  refer  to 
that  3ifpofition  which  is  in  the  Spirits  of  jv/F 
Men  made  perfect :  which  Defire  does  not  in  the 
*teafl:  create  any  Uneafinefs  or  Impatience,  for 
that  would  damp  their  Joys,  and  interrupt 
their  Felicity ;  but  it  is  fuch  an  ExfeEiation^ 
and  fuch  a  Waitings  as  confifts  with  the  eafeand 
pleafure  of  an  happy  Spirit.  And  certainly 
'tis  very  agreeable  to  the  Rational  Nature  of 
this  Immortal  Subftance,  to  wait  for  the  change 
of  that  Body  it  was  created  to  inhabit :  feeing 
'tis  aflTur'd  it  fliall  be  endow'd  with  a  vafl:  ac- 
ceffion  of  new  Qualities,  when  'tis  rais'd  from 
the  Dead  to  be  put  on  a  fecond  time. 

I  ftiall  therefore  briefly  recite  a  few  things 
with  rerpeft  to  the  Properties  of  the  raifed 
Bodies  of  the  Saints,  to  fliew  that  'tis  ratio- 
nal for  a  happy  Human  Spirit  to  wait  for  fuch 
4  Body. 

Firfij  The  Bodies  of  the  Saints  at  the  Rc- 
furredion  fliall  h^fpiritual^  fo  (ays  the  Apoftle, 

•  Mcrc«ru$  and  Scultctus  in  Loc,    Sc<  dfo  Mr.  HowV  Bleffei* 

It 
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tCovAsM,  It  is  [own  a  ?iaturul  or  ^  animal  Body^  it  is 
raised  a  ffiritual  Body.  Obferve,  'tis  a  Body 
ftill,  His  a  material  Subftance,  only  fublima- 
ted  or  rais'd  to  a  higher  degree  of  finenefs. 
Our  Bodies  now  are  gmfs  and  Jlt^ggijhj  and 
do  very  much  hinder  the  Afpirations  of  our 
Souls  J  but  hereafter  they  ftiall  be  refined  from 
the  Dregs  of  Matter.  I  do  not  mean  that  they 
fhay  commence  Spirits^  but  that  they  {hall  be 
greatly  purified.  There  is  a  vaft  difference  be- 
twixt certain  Portions  of  Matter  now ;  for 
inftance  (as  I  have  elfewhere  Ihewn)  betwixt: 
the  animal  Sfirits  in  the  Brainy  and  the  groffer 
farts  of  the  Body  \  betwixt  a  Lump  af  Clay^  and 
the  refind  Matter  of  the  Air  J  betwixt  the  Earthy 
and  the  Sun  that  finnes  upon  it  \  yet  all  thefe  are 
material  Subfiances.  And  if  we  can  difcover 
fo  great  a  difference  in  material  things  nowy 
we  may  conclude  we  fhall  difcern  a  much 
greater  hereafter^  when  the  Bodies  of  the  Saints 
Jhall  be  rais'd  and  refin'd  to  that  degree,  as 
to  anfwer  the  Defcription  of  the  Apoftle,  who 
affures  us  they  fhall  be  fpiritual  Bodies.  And 
this  not  only  on  the  account  of  the  Improve- 
ments that  fliall  be  made  on  fuch  Bodies  by 
the  acceffion  of  new  Qualities  >  but  on  the 
account  of  their  being  better  fitted  to  ferve 
the  Spirits  that  fliall  govern  them.  Here  our 
Bodies  are  heavy  Weights,  and  great  Incum- 
brances to  our  Spirits  ^  but  the  time  is  haft- 
ning  when  the  Noble  Machines  Ihall  be  as  fer- 
yiceable  to  our  Souls,  as  was  Elijah\  fiery  Cha- 
riot, which  conveyed  him  into  that  Prefence 
where  Spirits  ihine  with  the  Beauties  of  Ho- 
linefs,   and  burn  with  the  Ardours  of  Divine 

Love. 
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JLoveT  The  natural  Groffhefs  of  oar  Bodies  now, 
is  the  occafion  of  much  ^  Ignorance  and  Sin  .• 
They  are  as  thick  f^eils  to  hinder  our  profpeSt^ 
but  at  the  RefurreSHon  they^l  he  oi  tranfparent 
Medtenns  to  promote  our  Knowledge  They  fhall 
be  fit  Vehicles  to  ferve  our  Spirits,  aud  agree- 
able Helps  to  our  Devotion^  That  oijr  Con- 
templations now  on  the  Material  and  Intellect 
tual  World,  are  mightily  hinderkl  by  th^ 
groflfnefs  of  the  Organs  of  our  Bodies,  is  too 
evident  to  be  deny'd  5  for  when  the  Eye  is 
ajflTifted  by  Art  (as  a  f  Learned  Man  remarks) 
it  is  let  into  a  new  World  of  Creatures,  and 
an  infinite  agreeable  variety  of  Motions,  Fi- 
gures, and  Contextures,  which  we  can  difcerct 
nothing  of  by  our  naked  Sight :  But  this, 
and  much  more,  after  the  Refurref3:ion  ihall 
be  difcover'd  by  the  naked  Eye.  O  what  ad- 
mirable Traces  of  Wifdom  and  Power  (hall  we. 
difcover  in  the  other  World,  where  God  and 
Saints  (hall  refide!  Here  with  whatt  CQnfufioa 
and  diforder  do  we  both  think  and  reafon  a- 
bout  abftrafted  Truths!  Bat  hereafter^  how 
clear  and  ravifliing  Views  fhall  we  takp  of  the 
molt  perplex'd  Phanomena  pf  Nature,  and  the 
deepeft  Myfteries  of  Grace,  when  our  Bodies^ 
ihall  be  elevated  and  made  fpiritud^  as  well 
2fi  the  Capacities  of  our  Souls  enlarged !  To 
how  g^eat  a  degree  they  (ball  b^  tais'd  and 
refin'd,  I  dare  not  determine  ^  thp  I  think 
'tis  a  very  probable  accouat  which  is  gitreu 
by  an  Ingenious  |{  Man^  viz..   ^^  That  our  Bo- 

9  lit  I  >■  ■        ■  I  *i       1  i  II  1  m 

*  Sec  Mr.  Jpfeph  StennettV  Sermon  at  the  Vi^nerd  of  Mr,  Belcher, 
r.29,10,3 1,32.  4ndrt(/b  ?.j7. 

t  ^r.Tenniibn  notQ  xABf,  of  Can.  inhm  Scrm,  on  i  Cof.  i/.yj, 
^ag,  14..  . . 

I  Vr,  Hody'/  KefurreStion  cf  the  (f<tme}ihdj  ajfcrted^  Pag.  203. 
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"  dies  in  the  Refurreaion  will  continue  always 
**  the  fame,  without  Perfpration^  or  any  other 
**  evacuation.  The  Sf rings  will  always  have 
**  the  fame  hent^  the  Motions  will  all  be  equal- 
"  ly  regular,  the  fame  continual  Round  of  the 
**  fame  pure  vigorous  Spirits,  and  the  fame 
•*  Blood  moving  for  ever  in  a  brisk  but  even 
**  Circulation.**  There  will  be  nothing  to  re- 
bate their  Vigour^  or  flacken  their  Motion -^ 
their  Imploy  will  not  exhaufl:  their  Spirits, 
and  therefore  they'l  have  no  need  of  Recruits : 
MsDw.7.i€.  They  JbaB hungerno  moroj  neither  thirfi  any  more. 

Secondly^  The  raisM  Bodies  of  the  Saints 
,Cdr.v.jj.  ^^^  ^^  Immortal  and  Incorruftible :  So  the  A- 
poftle  affirms.  For  this  Corruptible  mufi  put  on 
Incorruptionj  and  this  Mortal  mufi  put  on  Im^ 
mortality.  Our  Bodies  Ihall  be  deliver'd  from 
aU  Difeafes  as  weH  as  from  Death  it  felf ;  and 
indeed  without  this  an  Immortal  Body  v^rould 
not  be  a  very  defirablc  thing.  The  unequal 
Temperature  of  Human  Bodies  now,  and  the 
jarring  Principles  tbatxximpofe  the  feeble  Struc- 
ture, do  help  forward  their  Decay  and  Ruin : 
But  nothing  that  is  troublefom  and  uneafy, 
iball  ever  infelt  the  Bodies  of  the  Saints  af- 
ter they  are  raisM  from  the  Dead.  They  ihatt 
en}oy  an  entire  freedom  from  Pains  and  Dif- 

faies ;  and  a  compleat  deliverance  from  Cor« 
uption  and  Death :    For  v^en  this  Corruptible 
^^^^S'f^jff^l  j^^  ^^  Incorruption^  and  this  Mortal  Jhall 
have  tut  en  Immortality  j  then  jhall  be  brought  t9 
fafs  the  faying  that  is  written^   Death  is  fwd^ 
low^d  up  in  Vi^ory^  or  for  *  ever  \  fo  as  that  it 

^  £k  I'IJC^  ^f*^^  fgnifies  |br  erer,  m  x  Saow  1. 1^*  Job  i$, 
7.  JVor  is  the  Pkrafe  us'4  M|  4njf  t|ft«f  ^i^c  19  $lh  Stpcuaginc. 
rW.  Dr.  Whitby,  in  Loff» 

ibaU 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


Mr.  William  Collins.  iJJ 

fhall  never  have  any  more  power  over  the  Bo- 
dies of  the  Saints:  which  being  rais'd  incor- 
ruptible, and  greatly  refin'd,  (hall  be  no  more 
fubjed  to  Sicknefs  or  Death,  but  be  as  im- 
mortal as  the  Spirits  to  which  they  will  be 
united. 

The  antient  Philolbphers  in  their  Writings 
have  aflerted  a  great  many  odd  Notions,  tho 
I  think  none  more  nnaccoontable  than  that 
which  is  advanq'd  in  the  Ptatomck  Syftem,  viz,. 
The  Dodrinc  of  the  Refiitution  of  the  World. 
The  fabftance  of  which  Dodrine  is  this,  viz.. 
That  io  a  certain  fpace  of  time  every  thing 
that  had  been  aded  in  this  World  ibould  b!e 
tran(a^ed  over  again  ^  fo  that  fuch  as  had 
liv'd  and  died  in  Ages  palt,  fliould  in  Ages 
to  come  live  again  as  long  in  the  World  as 
they  had  before,  and  then  die  out  of  it :  and 
that  thefe  Changes  Ibould  run  in  a  Circle 
for  ever.  By  which  kind  of  vain  Philofophy 
they  would  infer  Corruption  and  Mortality 
after  the  Refurredion.  But  theCbriftian  In- 
ftitatlon  admits  of  no  Dodrine  fo  uncomfor- 
table and  abfurd:  for  our  Blefled  Saviour  is 
very  exprefs,  when  he  gives  a  Return  to  the 
captious  Enouiry  of  the  Sadducos  concerning 
a  Woman  tnat  had  feven  Husbands,  IVhofi 
Wife  of  tho  fevon  this  Woman  Jhould  be  at  the 
RefurreHion  f  In  anfwcr  to  this,  our  Lord  Aews 
them,  that  they  went  upon  a  falfe  Principle, 
and  that  their  Ignorance  of  the  Scripture  was 
the  caufe  of  their  Miftake.    The  falfe  Princi- 

£le  they  went  upon,  was,  that  there  would 
t  marrying  and  giving  in  marriage  after  the 
Refurredio«.    To  which  our  Saviour  anfwers, 
Bue  they  who  Jhall  be  accounted  worthy  to  obtain  Liikeao.35>» 
thM  Worl4%  Md  the  JUfurreHien  from  the  Dead^  ^^* 
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neither  marry  nor,  are  jrivenm  marriage.  And 
then  fubjoins  this  folW  Reafon,  Neither  can  they 
die  any  tnore^  for  they  are  etjuat  unto  the  Angelu 

"Thirdly^  After  the  Rcfarreaion,  the  Bodies 
of  the  Saints  (hall  be  firong.    In  this  the  Apo- 

ftle  is  alfo  exprefs It  is  fown  in  Weahnefs^ 

tcoTAs.^^,it  is  raised  in  Tower.     How  feeble  are  the 
Saints  now  !  and  how  fmall  a  matter  di(l- 
orders  the  Haman  Strodiire !   Mart  in  his  iM^ 
Efflatt  is  sAtogether  Fanity^  in  regard  of  his 
natural  Frailty,  as  well  as  his  moral  Coiiduft. 
And  wc  are  faid.  To  have  our  Foundation  in  the 
jDvft^  to  dwell  in  Houfes  of  Clay^  and  to  he 
cruK'd  before  the  Moth^    An  Hair  or  a  Fly,  a 
little  Heat  or  a  litatleCold,  a  aoxioas  Vapour 
or  a  contagious  Atom,  is  enough  to  unpin  the 
Fabrick,  and  throw  down  the  Tabernacle  we 
dweH  in :   But  when  this  Biati  be  raid'd  and 
Tebuilt,  it  ftdl  be  fo  ftrong,  as  not  tofii&r 
by  fmaller  Accidents,  or  a  greater  Farce  ^  its 
Strength  ftall  be  fo  advanc'd,  that  its  fwifi:- 
cft  Motion  fcaW  be  witl^outwcarincfg,  and  its 
Life  J  as  duraMc  as  Eternity^  ihall  ttot-draw 
upon  it  the  feaft  ^ecay :  We  fhall  l*en  be 
like  t!ic  Angek,  whefe  Property  ^tis  to  esxel 
in  flrength. 

Burthlyj,  The  Bodies  of  the  Saints  at  the 

'Refurrcaion '  (hall  be  CelejHal  and  <Horiom.    Of 

both  tiiefe  Epithets  the  Apoftle  fpeiks:  And 

xcor.is*^$'as  tpf  havei?om  the  im^t  of  the  EdTthlyi,    toe 

(hall  aJfo  hiar  the  Image  ^  fbi  tioai;enly*    4tfs 

caird  i  Heavenly  Body,  ftotfithfrsplaoe'df  its 

abode :  a;*lace  fo  lileaf^t,'  that  the' llAiabi- 

^  tants  df  it,  the  finltfs  Angtli,  ^Mtet(.defcl-ibc 

'it  in  its  ^titmcJft  Bea\ity  «ii*Ci4wst:  *Hwri|^ 
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then  nmft  be  car  Conceptions  of  it,  wl)ile 
confin'd  to  this  dark  and  mifty  Region !  Yet 
the  Holy  Scriptai^s  fay  as  mach  concerning 
liiat,  ahd  the  Glory  of  the  rabM  Bodies  ok 
the  Soiinti,  as  is  necelTary  and  convenieiA  for 
'us  to  knov7. 

What  Spedacles  of  Horror  are  the  dead 
bodies  6f  the  Sdnte,  when  laid  in  the  Duft ! 
But  whcoGod  (hall  raife  them  from  thofe  Beds, 
that  Ctori^i>i  iirith  which  they  lie  down  (hall 
^itt  on  Ineorruffhn'^  fo  that  they  (ball  appear 
li^ith  a  ^ttat  Luftre  and  Glory  upon  them. 
For  the  the  Body  is  f&wn  in  Dijhomnr^  it  Jhatt  ver.  43; 
bf  raised  in  Glory.    How  drform'd  feeverfome 
JMen  are  when  they  die,   yet  all  the  Saints 
Aall  <be  rais'd  wifibont  fl(ny  thing  defeahre^ifr 
redondarit.    Such  as  defcend  into  the  Grave, 
crooked,  itlaim^d,  or  blind,  ihaU  come  forth 
ftrdght  in  admirably  Proportion,  with  Byes 
fparkling  4ike  Mames.    Thofe  that  b^e  funk 
4nto  the  £aMh  ^ith  Wrinkles  and  Fatrows, 
the  Mdt&s  of  Old  Aj^,  (halloing  iroM  thenoe 
vith  a  ^fprightlinels  of  Vodth,  fett  ^  with 
a^liirtayGoloar,^nd^  heavenly  Air.    TbeBo- 
dilSB  4ff  «he  ;Sttint)s  at  the  Hefurredilon  IhaU 
liOTeTo  great  a  Liiftre^nd  Beaatyilpon  them, 
as  ^Ihall  excel  the  ftioft  ^lebrated  Beauties  in 
this  Wdrtd.    tte  ^Gbiidren  of  the  tlefiirrec. 
tioQ  v^ill  be  Without  any  S^6t  x>t  Wrinkle 
on  their  Bodies,  as  WeUas  without  any  ^ain 
-upon  their  Soak. 

Sfo  doubt  bat  Mani^  ^hUe  innoteat,  Was 
a  very  glorioas  Creature;  and  therefore  an 
-^excelleat  Aatbor  Is  of  opinion^  That  the  Bo-r)r.Ho<!>% 
die^  of  the  Saints,  after  the  Reibrtedion/IbdU 
<be  laft  zsAdam^s]  was  before  his  Fall }  only 
yitb  this  Advantage  above  it,  that  they  ih^l 

neither 
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neither  need  Recruits  nor  Evacuations.  But 
with  fubmifllon  to  that  learned  Gentleman,  I 
cannot  but  think  that  the  rais'd  Bodies  of  the 
Saints  will  in  other  refpefts  excel  Addtn^s  in 
Innocency  \  bccaufe  I  find  'tis  not  Adamh  Body 
before  his  Fall,  but  the  Body  of  our  Blefled 
Saviour  fince  ^t was  rais'd  and  glorify'd,  that 
is  made  the  Model  and  Pattern  by  which  ours 
is  to  be  form'd :  For  the  Apoftle,  fpeaking  of 
J'hii.S.  ai,  our  Lord,  fays,  Who  Jhall  change  our  vile  Bo-^ 
dy^  that  it  may  be  fajhioned  like  unto  his  gloriom 
Body^  &c.  Now  concerning  the  gloriom  Body 
of  our  BlefTed  Saviour,  we  may  give  fome 
faint  guelTes  at  it  from  the  Luftre  of  his 
Countenance,  and  the  Glittering  of  his  Gar- 
ments, when  transfigur'd  in  Mount  T^^d^r,  be- 
fore Peter^  James^  and  John*    One  Evangelilt 

Raiment  was  white  as  the  Light*  Another  fays, 
LhJc*  5. 2$).  7^^^  ^j  y^  pray^d^  the  Fajhion  of  his  Countenance 
was  alter* d^  and  his  Raiment  was  white  and  glifier^ 
ing  :  His  Face  did  jhine  as  the  Sun.  No  Crea- 
ture in  this  World  has  fo  vifible  a  Glory  as 
the  Sun,  and  therefore  the  Glory  of  Chrift's 
Countenance  is  compar'd  to  \t\  not  but  that 
it  might  much  excel  it,  and  for  ought  I  know, 
all  the  Beams  of  Light  that  iflue  from  that 
Globe  of  Fire,  do  greatly  fall  Ihort  of  the 
Luftre  of  our  Saviour's  transfigur'd  Counte- 
nance: And  I  the  rather  think  thus,  becaufe 
the  Luftre  that  was  on  the  other  parts  of  our 
Saviour's  Body,  tho  cover'd  with  Garments, 
feem  to  have  ftiot  pointed  Rays  of  Glory  upon 
the  Garments,  which  made  them  appear  like 
Lights  white  and  gliftering.  And  all  this  feems 
to  be  but  a  Preludium  to  the  greater  Glory  our 
Lord  was  to  put  on  after  his  Refurreftion. 
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And  if  his  Body  was  fo  glorious  when  it  was 
but  a  mortal  Body^  what  ^eauty,  what  Lu- 
ftre,  what  Excefs  of  Glory  dde^  it  fhinc  with, 
now  'tis  a  fpiritual,  impafllble,  immortal  Bo-p 
dy !  And  what  Excellencies  fhall  the  Bodies  of 
the  Saints  fhare,  when  form'd  after  this  bright 
Pattern  at  the  Refurredion  !     But, 

Again,  how  far  the  glorify'd  Spirit  may 
tend  to  advance  the  Luftre  of  the  raised  Body, 
I  cannot  tell :  for  we  may  obferve  now,  that 
according  to  the  Serenity  of  the  Mind,  is  the 
Vivacity  of  the  Countenance.  The  Peace  and 
Satisfaftion  which  reign'd  in  StefherPs  Breafl:, 
might  be  one  reafon  of  that  Seraphick  Air  that 
appeared  in  his  Countenance  a  little  before  his 
Martyrdom ;  tho  I  deny  not  but  there  might 
be  fomething  extraordinary  in  this  Martyr's 
Cafe.  But  add  to  all  this,  that  at  the  Refur- 
reftion,  the  finifhing  Strokes  fhall  be  given  to 
the  3poufe  of  Chrift,  that  his  Bride  fhall  thea 
be  fet  off  with  the  brighteft  Ornaments,  and 
the  moft  glittering  Attire  J  that  the  Marriage 
of  the  Lamb  being  come,  the  Spoufe  fhall  be 
without  Spot  or  Wrinkle,  in  all  refpefts  pre- 
par'd  to  confummate  the  happy  Nuptials. 

Thus  have  I  faintly  defcrib'd  the  rais'd  glo- 
rify'd  Bodiies  of  the  Saints  ^  but  alas!  the  half 
has  not  been  told  you,  all  Images  are  too  dark, 
all  Colours  are  too  dead,  all  Words  too  nar- 
row, and  all  Thoughts  too  low,  fully  to  deli- 
neate a  Glorify'd  Body.  Yet  the  little^  the 
very  little  that  I  have  faid,  being  laid  toge- 
ther, may  fhow  the  Reafonablenefs  of  a  Spirit's 
waiting  in  Heaven  with  Delight  and  Pleafure, 
till'  that  vile  Body  it  dropt  at  its  Afcenfion 
thither,  be  rais'd  and  fafhionM  like  the  glo- 
rious Body  of  our  BlelTed  Saviour.  Before  I 
*^-  '^  S  pafs 
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pafs  to  the  Tecond  Scnfe  that  is  given  of  the 
Chaf7ge  mention'd  in  my  Text,  I  fhall  briefly 
name  two  or  three  Inferences  from  what  has 
been  faid. 

(i.)  The  Spirits  of  Juft  Men  inHeaven^are 
not  now  fo  perfeft  as  they  (hall  be  hereafter  at 
the  firft  RefurreEHon.  That  the  Spirits  of  Juft 
Men  departed  are  ferfeEl  in  a  comparative 
Senfe,  cannot  be  denfd'^  but  that  they  fhall 
be  rais'd  to  a  higher  degree  of  PerfeEliorjj  muft 
be  neceflarily  granted:  for  'tis  certain  they 
were  created  to  dwell  in  Flefi)  \  and  'tis  as  cer- 
tain they  are  not  fo  happy,  while  naked  Spirits^ 
as  they  will  be  when  re-united  to  their  rais'd 
Glorified  Bodies.  So  that  when  the  Author 
H€b.  12. Z3.  to  the  Hebrews  fpeaks  of  the  Spirits  of  Jufi  Men 
made  perfe£l^  it  muft  be  undcrftood  with  feme 
limitation  •,  for  while  they  wait  for  a  Gqod 
which  they  do  not  enjoy^  they  are  not  fo  perfed 
as  they  will  be  when  that  is  obtained,  'Tis 
true,fuch  Spirits  have  finilh'd  the  Work  which 
God  gave  them  to  do  in  this  Worlds  before 
they  were  remov'd  to  the  other.  They  are 
perfedly  deiiver'd  from  all  Trouble  and  Sor- 
row^ all  Sin,  and  Temptations  to  it  j  they  are 
enter'd  into  the  PofTeflion  of  the  Heavenly  In- 
heritance ^  in  the  Injoyment  of  which  they 
Ihine  with  a  Perftdion  of  Knowledge  Holinefs, 
and  Love :  They  know  as  they  are  known^  they 
love  as  they  are  lov'd,  and  they  are  holy  as 
God  is  holy.  Which  fuhjeiiive  Moral  Ferfetlion 
does  not  exclude,  but  fuppofethat  theypoflefs 
fuch  a  natural  Perfeilion  as  is  proper  to  ^lo- 
rify'd  Human  Spirits  while  uncloth'd :  for  we 
muft  always  keep  in  mind,  that  God  originaUy 
defign'd  they  fbould  dwell  in  Flejh  j  and  cod- 
feqaently  they  are  not  fo  perfeft  as  they  will 

be 
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he  when  their  Bodies  are  rais'd,  refin'd,  and 
glorify'd,  ia  conjunftion  with  thofe  Spirits 
they  did  formerly  inhabit. 

(2.)  If  the  Bodies  of  the  Saints  (hall  have 
fuch  an  accellion  of  new  Qualities  when  rais'd 
from  the  Deady  how  careful  fliould  we  be  of 
fuch  Bodies  before  they  die?   I  mean,  that 
they  may  not  be  abus'd  to  any  vile  purpofes. 
If  we  are  Believers,  our  Bodies  are  the  Tern'- 
fles  of  the  Holy  Ghofi\  and  we  live  in  the  ex- 
pedtation,  that  thefe  very  Bodies  that  are  fo 
often  fick  and  indifposM,  prefsM  with  natural 
Neceffities,  and  by  a  variety  of  Accidents  ren- 
der'd  weak  and  infirm,  fliall  be  rais'd  incor- 
juptible  and  immortal.    Do  we  live  under  the 
Influence  of  fuch  a  Hope  ?   Have  we  fuch  glo- 
rious things  in  view  ?    Surely  this  will  reftrain 
lis  from  ufing  any  of  the  Members  of  our  Bo* 
dies,  as  Inftruments  of  Unrighteoufnefs  unto 
Sin.     This  is  an  Inference  made  by  the  Apo- 
ftlc  John  himfelf  from  a  lik^  Propofition :  for 
when  he  had  fpoken  concerning  the  Objefts  of 
the  Chriftian  Hope,  with  refpefl:  to  oxixlike' 
fiefs  to  Chrifi^  and  our  feeing  of  him  as  he  is  ',  x  John  3; 
iie  adds,  jind  every  Man  that  hath  this  Hofe  in^*  ^' 
him^   purifieth  himjilf  even  as  he  is  pure*     In- 
deed thofe  that  expeft  hereafter  a  Mahometan 
Paradifeof  fenfual  Pleafures,  may  wip,  with- 
out any  contradidion  to  their  Hopes,  indulge 
and  gratify  their  carnal  Appetites.    But  it 
v^ould  be  a  very  monftrous  and  abfurd  thing 
for  one,  that  expefts  his  Body  at  the  Refur-r 
region,  to  be  faftiion'd  like  the  Glorious  Bo- 
dy of  his  Saviour,  to  give  up  all  the  Mem- 
bers of  it  to  be  conftantly  employ'd  in  the 
Service  of  S)n. 

S  2  (3.)  How 
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(3.)  How  (hould  the  Hopes  of  a  Gloriods 
Refurreaion  hereafter j  fupport  aad  comfort 
us  now  under  the  Infirmities  of  a  mortal  Body! 
There  is  hardly  any  thing  in  this  World  that 
gives  us  more  uneafinefs  and  trouble  than  our 
frail  and  infirm  Bodies  i  what  with  the  Pif- 
eafes  that  attend  them,  and  the  Cbgs  jtbcy 
are  to  our  Souls,  Chriftians  generally i^«», 
beitjg  burdened:  But  the  time  is comijigowhcn 
we  Ihall  know  no  more  Sicknefs  nor  Pain^ 
when  we  (liall  neither  feel  Bifeafes,  flor  fear 
Death  i  all  Complaints  fliall  be  filencM,  and 
all  Tears  be  wiped  from  our  Byis.  Therefore  let 
fuch  as  have  flourilhing  Souls  in  languiflung 
Bodies,  fuftaia  therafelvcs  with  this  thooght, 
that  tho  they  drop  into  the  Grave  thrAiigh 
Weaknefs,  yet  they  (haU  jbe  rais'd  by  Infinite 
Power,  and  be  endow'd  with  fuch  a  Beauty 
and  Strength  as  (hall,  neither  change  nor  decay, 
but  both  exifb  and  continue  for  ever.  The 
Apoftle  Paul^   after  he .  had  Cold  the  Thtffd^^ 

iThefr4.i5.  »M«  Chriftians,  that  our  L^rd  himfelf  jSwuld 
defcend  from  Heaven  with  a  ShufMt^  with  tht 
Voice  of  the  Arch-Angel^  atldr  with  tht  Triumf 
of  God '^  that  the  Dead  in  Chrifi  Jhall  rife  firfi i 

vcr.  18,  adds,  Wherefore  comfort  one  antfther  with  theft 
words. 

(4.)  If  the  Spirits  oft^e  Jufl:  in  Heavcli 
wait  with  pleafure  for  the  Refurreftion  of 
their  Bodies,  then  the  Spirits  of  thie  Wicked 
now  in  Prifon  expedt  with  terror  the  Rpfur* 

johnj.aS,  rcftionof  theirs.    AU  that  art  in  their  Craves^ 

*^'  our  Saviour  affiires  us,,  fhall  fiome  forth :  They 

that  have^  done  Good  to  the  R^furreSian  of  Life ^ 
4wd  they  tha^  have  done  Evil  fd  the  RefttrreSHen 
of  Damnation.  With  what  new  Qualities .  the 
Bodies  of  the  Wicked  ihall  rife,  Til  not  de- 
:  !    y  termine. 
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tcritrine,  becaufc  the  Scripture  is  dentin  the 
matter :  Tiiis  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  that 
they'l  be  fo  fram'd  as  to  undergo  what  IhaU 
be  allotted  them  to  fuffer  j  as  for  their  be- 
ing Immortal,  'tis  that  they  may  exift  un- 
der the  great^  and  moftexquifite  Torments. 
So  that  the  departed  Spirits  of  the  Wicked 
mult  needs  tremble,  while  they  exped  the 
RcfarreSion  of  their  vile  Bodies  to  be  rejoin'd 
to  their  guilty  Souls,  which  together  (hall 
fiffir  Jhame  and  everUfting  contempt. 

There  are  other  Inferences  which  might  be 
deduc'd,  but  I  forbear,  and  fhall  now  proceed 
to  confider  the  fecond  Seofe  which  Interpre- 
ters give  of  the  Change  mentioned  in  the  Text  j 
and  that  is,  the  Change  we  fafs  under  at  Deaths 
Underftanding  th^  words  thus,  as  they  re- 
prefent  the  ^io\x%DifpoJitiony  and  the  firm  Refolw 
tion  of  Job^  with  reference  to  his  awn  Death ; 
^tis  neceffary  that  I  briefly  touch  on  thefe  four 
things, 

Rrftj  That  Itreat  of  t)eath  dnder  the  No- 
tion of  2i  ^Change. 

Secondly^   That  I  tppoGder  this  Change,   a,s 
appointed  pr  .predetermined. 

Thirdly^   Th^t  I  tell  you  what  15  imply'd, 
in  4  Perfon^  swatting  for  the  appointed  time  of 
hhs  Change. 
"   fourthly^  TheUfeand  Ixpprovement  of  the 
\vhoIe. 

Virjtj  I  am  to  treat  of  Death  under  th^ 
tjSotion  of  a  Change.  And  the  Text  confines  m^ 
to  Tpeak  concerning  this  Change  as  it  refpeds 
a  good  Many  tM  tiicrc  areiome  things  thai: 
are  common  both  to  the  Righteous  and  the 
S3  Wicke4 
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Wicked  in  this  ^reat  Change^  which  will  una- 
voidably fall  in:  Yet  I  (hall  principally  infill: 
on  this  Change  as  it  refers  to  the  Righteous. 
And, 

(i.)  Death  diflfolves  the  clofe  Union  that 
Heaven  hath  ftruck  betwixt  Soul  and  Body. 
Indeed,  the  Modns  of  this  Union  will  remain 
a  puzzling  Enquiry,  even  among  Men  of  the 
deepeft  penetration :  but  this  we  know  in  re- 
gard of  its  EfFefts,  'Tis  a  Union  fo  clofe  and 
near,  that  the  Spirit  cannot  grieve  without 
afiefting  the  Body,  nor  the  Body  receive  a 
Wound,  without  occafioninga  painful  Senfa- 
tion  in  the  Mind.  Yet  Death  parts  thefe  near 
Aflbciates,  and  fixes  'em  a  great  diftance  one 
from  the  other.  The  Fabrick  of  the  Body 
(hall  moulder  into  Dult,  and  the  Spirit  that 
animated  it  fhall  be  recaU'd  by  Him  th^it  formed 

Ecci.12.7.  '^»  Then  jh all  the  Dufi  return  to  the  Earthy  as 
it  wasy  and  the  Spirit  unto  God  that  gave  it* 
Kow  the  bed  of  Men  cannot  pafs  under  this 
Change  without    fome    natural   Reluftancy. 

Phil.  1. 23.  The  Apoftle  Paul^  who  had  a  defire  to  depart^ 
and  to  he  with  Chrift^  fignified,  that  he  was 
not  deproHs  to  be  vnclotVd^  i.  e.  to  die  merely 
that  he  might  put  off"  his  Body,  and  be  rid 
of  one  conftituent  part  of  himfelf ;  but  that 
he  might  be  clothed  ufonj  that  is,  that  he 
might  have  immediate  Glory  and  Blifs,  in  re- 
gard of  his  Soul,  and  that  hereafter  his  Bo- 
dy might  be  glorified  in  conjundion  with  his 
happy  Spirit.  Thus  you  fee  Death  makes  a 
great  Change,  but  'tis  the  way  to  Immorta- 
lity ;  and  tho  it  parts  thefe  dear  Intimates, 
yet  the  Righteous  are  not  thereby  removed 
from  their  Happinefs,  but  rais'd  to  a  better 
*  enjoyment 
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enjoyment  of  it,   as  the  following  Particulars 
will  more  fully  demonftrate. 

(2.)  Death  changes  the  Place  and  Abode  of 
a  good  Man*  The  Body  that  walked  upon  this 
Earth,  is  buriidundtr  ity  and  fixM  in  the  com- 
mon Repofitory  of  the  Dead:  the  Soul  that 
osM  to  be  afpiring  after  Communion  with 
God,  is  immediatly  caught  op  to  Heaven 
with  him.  Here  the  Spirit  of  a  good  Man 
fojourns  in  a  frail  Tabernacle,  but  at  Death 
it  (hall  be  received  into  Everlafting  Habita- 
tions: So  that  in  regard  of  his  Soul,  he  ex- 
changes Earth  for  Heaven ;  in  refpeft  of  his 
Body,  he  parts  with  a  Dwelling  for  a  Cof- 
fin, his  Ornaments  for  a  Shroud,  and  his  ea- 
fy  Bed  for  a  dark  and  filent  Grave.  Indeed, 
there  are  but  a  feW  Souls  that  have  ground 
to  hope  for  the  former^  therefore  the  gene- 
rality of  Men  dread  the  Utter. 

(3.)  As confcquent  hereupon,  the  Righteous 
at  Death  change  their  Society,  and  that  much 
for  the  better.  In  this  World,  the  Children 
of  God  are  conftrain'd  to  converfe  with  the 
Heirs  of  Hell.  Now  as  thefe  two  OfT-fprings 
have  different  Parents  and  different  Interefts, 
fo  they  have  vaftly  different  Inclinations; 
which  muft  make  their  converfmg  together 
very  difagreeable,  and  occafion  much  trouble 
and  forrow  to  the  Righteous.  But  Death, 
which  lets  *em  out  of  this  World,  will  let 
them  into  another,  where  they  fliall  have  So- 
ciety more  harmonious  and  futable.  Here 
the  belt  Men  have  their  Imperfeftions  \  and 
tho  they  are  Children  of  the  fame  Father, 
pifciples  of  the  fame  Lord,  Heirs  of  the  fame 
kingdom,  and  are  travelling  under  the  In- 
fluence of  the  fame  Spirit  to  the  fame  Ge- 
S  4  Icftial 
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kftial  Country,  yet  they  are  too  aipt  to  fsB 
Qut  by  the  way.  So  that  fometimes  the  Coo* 
verfation  of  good  Men  proves  a  Scandal  and 
Grief  to  one  another ;  bat  fo  foon  as  they 
are  abfent  from  their  Bodies,  and  prefent 
with  the  Lord,  they  Ihall  enjoy  the  molfc 
fweet  and  endearing  Society.  Death  lets 'em 
out  of  Prifon  into  Paradife ;  they  leave  the  Corn* 
tnunion  of  Saints  on  Earth,  to  join  with  the  Ge* 
neral  AflTembly  and  Church  of  the  Firft-bora 
written  in  Heaven,  where  they  fhaH  not  only 
afTociate  with  the  Spirits  of  Juft  Men  con- 
fummated,  and  with  an  innumerable  Com* 
pany  of  Angels  ;  but  that  which  is  beft  of 
all,  they  (half  be  prefent  with  Jefus  the  Medi- 
ator of  the  new  Covenant,  who  has  endeared 
himfelf  to  'em  by  his  indefeftive  Obedience, 
unparallel'd  Sufferings,  by  his  juftifying  Blood, 
and  renewing  Spirit,  through  which  they  ob- 
tained a  rightful  Claim  to  the  Glory  of  Hea-^ 
ven,  and  were  rendered  meet  for  Converfe 
with  that  Society  to  which  they  are  advanc'd, 
O  happy  Change !  to  pafs  from  a  peevifh  ill- 
natur'd  World,  into  that  BleiTed  Place  where 
there  is.  Fulnefs  of  Joy^  and  Pleafures  for  ^wr-r 
more !  Where  ^  "  there's  neither  Pride  nor 
**  Envy,  Jealoufy  nor  Strife,  Weaknefs  nor 
*'  Folly,  to  render  them  uneafy  to  themfelves, 
♦^  or  each  other ;  they  are  like  flaming  Ta- 
"  pers  in  a  Branch  of  burni(h'd  Gold,  which 
^*  fo  mingle  their  ftveral  Lights,  that  at 
"  a  diftance  they  feem  to  be  but  one,  the, 
**  indeed:  they  are  many,"  O  thrice  happy 
Change  !   to  be  rais'd  to  fuch  blefled  and  a* 


•  A&.  ^th^qsl  Taylor'/  SermtnQn  %^ot,  j.  8.  P4^.'ii. 
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grceablc  Society,  where  there  is  not  a  Sigh 
heard,  a  Tear  dropt,  nor  a  Complaint  ut>- 
ter'd,  but  all  the  Signs  of  Sorrow  are  otter-, 
ly  banilh'd :  For  as  the  Inhabitants  of  Hea* 
ven  live  in  anftained  Light,  fo  they  dwell  in 
perfeft  Love  j  and  while  they  mingle  their 
Hallelujahs,  which  they  offer  to  him  that  fits 
upon  the  Throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for  ever, 
there  is  not  the  leaft  Difcord,  but  the  truelt 
and  moft  perfeft  Harmony. 

(4,)  As  there  is  a  Change  of  Society  confe- 
quent  on  Death,  fo  there  will  follow  a  Change 
#/  Work  and  Emfloyment.  While  we  carry  a- 
bout  us  an  cnfnaring  mortal  Body,  we  mtilt 
watch  and  pray,  combat  and  fight;  but  at 
Death  our  W^^f^^^  J^^^  ^^  accomfUflj^d.  Wie 
Ihall  have  run  our  Race,  finifh'd  our  Courfc, 
and  fougbt  the  good  Fight :  and  tho  we  die 
firpggling  with  the  Enemies  of  our  Salvation, 
we  ftiall  die  viitoriow^  for  every  true  Saint 
dies  more  than  d  Conqueror  through  him  th^t  hath 
loved  him* 

Here  we  are  forced  to  be  co«ftantly  on  our 
guards  and  often  to  be  adually  engaged  twith 
Principalities  and  Powers  •,  but  when  our  Bo- 
dies drof  into  the  Earth,  and  our  Soujs  afcend 
to  Heaven,  we  fliall  enter  into  Maufions  too 
high  for  the  Storms  of  this  Region,  and  too 
ftrong  for  the  Attacks  of  Devils.  No^w,  \ 
fay,  a^  we  Ihall  change  our  Place, and  Society, 
fo  we  fliall  our  Work  and  Emplolyment  •,  for 
no  Change  can  free  ws  from  the  Duty  tveowe 
to  pur  God.  That  ^c  (ball  perform  Duties  in 
Heaviea,  isi  beyond  all  doubt  i  'tis  irrational 
to  think  that  Angi^ls  and  Men  flibuld  dream 
away  Eternal  Ages  ia  doing  nothing.  Indeed, 
the  extei?  of  oja?  IVUaiftratipn  in  Heaven,  I 

meau 
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mean  the  whole  of  what  we  (hall  do,  and 
cn)oy  in  the  inrifiblc  World,  we  muft  be  con- 
tent to  be  ignorant  of,  till  we  have  pafs'd  out 
of  Tinfie  into  Eternity.  This  we  know  in 
general,  there  will  be  no  need  of  Gofpel- 
Ordinances,  nor  of  the  exercife  of  Suffering 
Graces ;  but  we  (hall  love  God,  and  admire 
him,  adore  and  praife  him,  know  him,  and 
be  like  him,  and  unweariedly  contemplate 
his  Glory  with  new  Extafy,  and  Eternal 
Wonder.  In  a  word,  we  fhall  be  delivered 
from  all  Moral  and  Penal  Evils,  and  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  highefl:  Happinefs  and  Glory, 
a  Happinefs  that  (hall  be  as  durable  as  the 
Author  of  it.  Finally,  this  Happinefs  (hall 
immediately  enfue  upon  the  Change  we  pafs 
under  at  Death.  That  a  Spirit  uncloth'd  of 
its  Body,  is  capable  of  ading  in  a  feparate 
State,  none  can  deny  that  own  the  Immorta- 
lity of  the  Soul.  Moreover,  a  good  Man's 
Soul  is  as  fit  for  Heaven  in  articnlo  Mortis^  as 
ever  it  will  be.  There  is  no  refining  Fire  to 
pnrify  departed  Spirits  :  The  Popifti  Purga- 
tory is  an  abfurd  and  vifionary  thing,  reflec- 
ting great  Di(honour  upon  the  Sacrifice  of 
Chrift ;  however  it  may  promote  the  fecular 
Intcreft  of  the  Priefts.  Again,  Chrift  hath 
made  every  thing  ready  to  receive  all  that 
dit  in  the  Lord  j  and  there  are  many  places 
of  Scripture  that  either  plainly  exprefs  it,  or 
from  which  it  may  be  clearly  infer'd.  One 
that  plainly  exprefles  it,  is  our  Saviour's  Pro- 
Luke  23.4.3.  mife  to  the  Thief  on  the  Crofs;  j4nd  Jefen 
faid  vnt9  him^  Ferity^  I  fay  unto  thee^  to  day 
jhalt  thou  be  with  me  in  Paradife.  And  ano- 
ther from  which  it  may  be  ftrongly  infer'd, 
is  that  of  the  ApofUe  ?4vl  i  For  I  4m  in  m, 
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firait  betwixt  two^  having  a  defire  to  depart  ofid^^^^^'^^' 
to  be  with  ChriFty  which  is  far  better.  Now  if  the 
Apoftle^  who  liv'd  a  Life  of  Communion  with 

God  here,  had  not  ex'pefted  upon  his  Death 
prefently  to  have  pafs'd  into  the  blifsful  Pre- 
fenceof  his  Lord,  we  cannot  rationally  think 
he  would  have  been  in  any  ftrait,  to  have 
fx'd  his  Choice  \  for  certainly  a  little  enjoy- 
ment of  God  here,  is  far  better  than  no  enjoy- 
ment at  all  i  for  none  there  can  be  if  the  Soul 
falls  into  a  deep  Sleep,  and  pafles  into  an 
unadive  State.  But  this  Notion  I  have  elfe- 
where  confuted,  and  therefore  (hall  haften  to 
the  fecond  General  Head  i  which  is, 

Secondlyy  To  Ihew  you  that  the  time  of  our 
Change  by  Death  is  appointed  or  predeter- 
mined j  about  which  it  will  be  neceflary  briefly 
to  ftate  the  Matter,  and  then  to  prove  it-  I 
fliall  explain  it  by  thefe  three  Propofitions,  ^ 

to  prevent  Miftakes. 

(i.)  No  Man's  Days  are  fo  determin'd,  as 
to  juftify  the  negleft  of  Prayer,  or  the  difufc 
of  Food  or  Phyfick.  He  that  has  fix'd  in  his 
own  Counfel  how  long  we  (hall  live,  has  de- 
termin'd that  ordinarily  Food  fhall  fupport 
our  Lives,  and  Medicines  corred  thofe  Mala-  . 

dies  that  infeft  our  Bodies. 

The  Word  of  God  direfts  us  in  a  time  of 
Sicknefs  and  Danger  to  look  up  to  Heaven; 
for  tho  he  already  knows  what  we  want,  yet 
he  will  ft  ill  be  enquired  of  by  us  for  all  wc 
Deed.  And  indeed  under  all  our  lUnefs  and 
Indifpofition  of  Body,  we  are  principally  and 
in  the  firlt  place  to  feek  to  God,  and  then  we 
may  lawfully  addrefs  to  Phyficians.  Jfa  might  ^  chron.itf. 
very  innoceatly  have  fought  to  the  Phyficians ;  t*. 
»'.,:  .'  there- 
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therefore  bis  Sin  did  not  lie  in  a  bare  Appli- 
cation to  them,  but  in  his  feeking  to  the  Phy^ 
ficians,  and  not  ui  Gad..  And  this  giyes  me  a 
fair  occafion  to  reprove  the  madnefs,  and 
cenfure  the  folly  of  fome  Pretenders  to  Religi- 
on, who  feldom  concern  themfelvies  aboottheir 
Souls,  till  the  Phyficians  have  given  over  their 
£odies  as  pad  cure  j  the  Minifter  is  the  laft 
Perfon  that  is  tfaooght  of,  tho  he  has  more 
to  do  with  the  Sick  than  any  pf  the  gre^it 
Mafters  of  the  other  Fdculty.  Yet  alas !  the  fick 
Perfon  mult  be  ftupiged  with  Opiats,  and 
brought  into  the  very  Agonies  of  Death,  be- 
fore we  can  have  an  opportunity  of  fpeakiag 
to  him,  or  praying  with  him. 

(!•)  The  Days  of  wicked  Men,  through 
Intemperance  and  other  Vices,  are  much  Ihort* 
er  than  in  human  probability  they  might 
i)ave.been  according  to  tiie  courfe  of  Kature. 

p10v.xo.i7.  The  wifeit  of  Men  has  told  us,  that  tho 
Fear  of  the  Lord  frolongeth  Dsys'j^  hut  the  Ttars 
Bf  the  Wicked  JhaU  bt  fhortned.  A  Mali  that  is 
meek  and  temperate  prevents  naany  £)ileafes^ 
that  overtake  him  who  gives  uphimfelf  to 
Pafllon,  and  runs  into  all  exeefs  of  Riot.  So-^ 
Umon  peaking  of  the  Fear  of  CU^  W  Religion^ 

rrov.3.8.  fays,  A  jhoB  he  Health  to  thy^av^l^  andMar- 
row  to  thy  Bones.  Thefe  words  arc  not  tb  be 
nnderIh)CKl^  as  if  Religion  would  maintain 
fucb :  as  embrace  it  in  a  codftant  ftate  of 
Health:  No,  but  that  the  Virtues  it  recom- 
mends are  proper  to  promote  Health,  and  to 
prevent  DSfeafes.  For  nothing  is  more  evi-« 
dent,:  than  that  fome,  tthro  their  fiiccefles, 
corrupt  the  Mais  of  their  Blood,  and  4)ring 

:.is        Rotcennefs  into  their  Bones,  by  which  means 

they  lfv«  lels  time  than  might  have  been  expec^ 

-  :j  4-  ^        t^d 
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ted  according  to  the  courfe  of  Nature.    *Tis 
plaia  that  fome  die  in  Tonth^  becaufc  their  Life  job  3^.  24; 
Js  am9ng  the  Vnclean. 

\  00  ThoGod  has  fixM  the  Period  of  Human 
Lifet  y^t  it  is  not  fo  determin'd  as  to  lay  any 
Perfon  under  a  fatal  neceffity  of  Self-murder, 
or  the  commiflion  of  any  other  Sin  thart  may 
haften  hfe  Death.  What  Chrift  himfelf  fuf- 
fer'd,  Was  according  tathe  determinate  Ccnnfel 
0nd  F(fre1mowledg  of  Qod :  Yet  that  did  not  fix 
cither  Jadas  that  betray M  hirti,  or  the  Jews 
that  crucified  bim>  under  fuch  a  fatal  neceffity 
of  committing  thofc  Fafiks,  as  to  force  the  Fa- 
culties of  their  Souls:  to  fuppofe  which,  would 
be  at  once  to jrender  them  innocent^  and  to  make 
God  the,  Author  of  their  Sin'^  z,  Gonfequence  not 
lefs  blafpheinou5,  than  the  Principle  is  abfurd 
from  which  it  is  infer' d;  So  in  the  Cafe  before 
tts,  tho  God ,  has  fixM  the  Period  of  Human 
Life,,  yet  not  fo  astoconltrain  any  one  to  put 
an  end  to  his  own  Daysi  if  any  Man. forfeit 
bis  Life  to  publick  Juftice,  and  fo  his  Days  are 
€ut  )if^in  'the  midfiy  the  Sins  that  brought  him 
to  bis  fljamefial  Exit  are  not  to  be  charged  on  t 

the  Divine  Decree,  but  on  the  Corruption  and 
Obftinacy  of  his  own  WiUi 
ttBavingthusftated  the  Matter,  I  Ihall  endea* 
vobB  to  prove  that  God  hath  frtdetermin^d^ 
and  fix"  d  the  Period  if  Human  Life.  Lam  well 
aware  that  I  am  fallen  on  a  very  nice  and  dif- 
putahlc  F^oint,  bat  my  Time  wiU  not  ajlow  me 
to  wade  intothfc  Controwrfyj  I  (hall  there- 
fore undertake,  in  a  very  few  words,  to  efta- 
Wifli  the  Principle  which  I  think  is  advanced 
in  the  Text  Cunderftanding  the  Change  men-  , 

tion'd  in  it  of  Death)  by  other  parts  of  Di- 
vine Revelation.  . 

/^  o  The 
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The  Holy  Scriptures  aflbre  us,  T%at  to  every 

tccL  3.  I.  thwg  there  is  a  Seafon^  and  a  Time  ta  every  Pur^ 
pofe  under  Heaven  y  1.  e.  a  Time  fix'd  in  the  Dw 
vine  Decrees:    and 'tis  prefently  fubjoin'd,  A 

Ver.  2.  Time  to  be  horn^  and  a  Time  to  die*  Moreover, 
if  God  hath  prederermin'd  things  of  lefTer  mo^ 
ment,  it  feems  rational  to  conclude  that  things 
of  greater  importance  come  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  his  Decrees.  The  Apoftle  Pauly  in  his 
Oration  to  the  Athenians^  affirms,   that  God 

Aa$i7.aff.hath  determin^d^  not  only  the  Times  before  ap'^ 
painted^  but  fix'd  the  Bounds  of  Mens  Habitati^ 
ons.  if  the  Places  of  our  Dwellings  are  pre- 
determin'd,  much  more  the  Period  of  our  Lives. 
Again,  it  muft  be  allow'd  that  Che  Time  of 
our  BleCTed  Saviour's  Deaths  as  well  as  of  his 
Nativity^  was  predetermined  in  the  Eternal 
Counfel  of  God :  For  as  he  came  into  the 
World  in  the  Fulnefs  of  Time,  fo  he  went 
not  out  of  it  till  that  Time  was  fully  come 
which  the  Father  had  determined  he  fliould  con- 
tinue here :  Therefore  'tis  faid  of  his  Enemies, 
that  tho   they  fought  to  take  him^   yet  no  Man 

%h.  7. 50.  laid  hands  on  him  (they  were  reftrain'd)  becaufe 
his  Hour  was  not  yet  come*  Now  Jefus  Chrift 
was  made  like  to  us  in  all  things,  Sin  only  ex- 
cepted j  fo  that  I  think  it  not  unreafonableta 
conclude,  that  the  Day  of  our  Death  is  prede- 
termined, as  well  as  that  of  our  Saviour's. 

There  are  feveral  other  Mediums  that  Learn- 
ed Men  go  upon  in  this  Controverfy,  which  I 
fhall  not  fo  much  as  name  j  I  have  time  only 
to  refer  you  to  two  ample  Teftimonies  of  Scrip- 
ture,   which  I  think  will  both  elucidate  and 

Job  7.  I,  confirm  the  matter:  Is  there  not  an  appointed 
time  to  Man  upon  Earth  f  Are  not  his  Days  alfa 
like  the  Days  of  an  Hireling  ?    Both  of  thefe 

Qiieftions 
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Qpeftions  carry  in  them  a  ftrong  Affirmation : 

Is  there  not  an  appomted  'Itme  to  Man  upon  Earth  ? 
gf.  d.  Yes,  there  certainly  is,  God  hath  fix'd  and 
appoiiUed  fuch  a  Space  of  Time  for  his  continu- 
ance in  this  World,  jire  not  his  Days  alfo  like 
the  Days  of  an  Hireling?  i.e.  they  certainly  are. 
And  this  further  illuftrates  and  confirins  the 
Matter:  A  Hireling  hatha  Time  of  Service  pre- 
fixed, which  when  expir'd,  he  is  difchargM  from 
his  Labour  :  So  Man  having  liv'd  to  the  Period 
Heaven  has  fix'd,  can  rontinue  in  this  World 
no  longer  i  as  another  PafTage  in  the  Book  of 
Job  does  exprefly  affirm:  Seewg  hu  Days  are joh  14.5. 
determind^  and  the  Number  of  his  Months  art 
with  thee'^jhou  haft  appointed  his  Bounds  that  he 
cannot  pafs.    But  I  haften. 

Thirdly^  To  tell  you,  what  is  imply'd  in  a 
good  Man's  waiting  for  the  appointed  Time  of 
his  Change* 

I.  It  fuppofes  and  implies  an  Apprehenfioa 
and  Perfuafion,  that  the  Change  he  expeds 
will  be  for  his  Advantage.  It  may  be  faid  of 
a  threatened  Mifery,  that  People  rather  fear 
its  approach,  than  wait  for  its  coming ;  Wait- 
ing is  an  Ad  of  Hope,  and  the  proper  Objeft 
of  Hope  is  an  abfent  Good.  Hope  that  is  feen^^^^^ 
is  not  Hope  j  for  what  a  Man  feethy  why  doth  he  a; 
yet  hope  for  f  But  if  we  hope  for  what  we  fee  not^ 
then  do  we  with  patience  wait  for  it*  Evil  con- 
fider'd  as  future  and  approaching,  is  the  Ob- 
jeft  of  Fear  i  but  being  prefent,  it's  the  Occa- 
fion  of  Sorrow.  But  what  we  are  faid  to  hope 
and  wait  for,  we  apprehend  as  good :  So  that 
fuch  as  wait  for  their  great  Change  aright,  look 
on  Death  as  a  Friend,  and  not  as  an  Enemy. 
The  Wicked  rather  fear  than  wait  for  their 
-,iii.  ,  «.  Cbange; 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


i4» 


271  A  Funeral  Sermon  on 

Chad^  i  they  think  of  Death  under  the  Notion 
of  a  Ring  of  Terrors,  but  the  Righteous  wait 
for  it  as  a  Meflenger  of  Peace  :  and  the  reafon 
of  both  is  obvious,  for  the  former  at  Death  quit 
their  ifliaginary  Happinefs  for  real  Mifery, 
whereas  the  latter  have  good  ground  to  believe 
they  fliall  pafs  from  an  imperfed,  to  the  moft 
defirable  and  compleat  enjoyment  of  God. 

2.  This  Waiting  implies  a  profound  Submif- 
fiOntotheWill  of  God,  both  with  refpcft  to 
the  fixed  Tim^  of  his  Change,  and  the  Things 
that  lead  to  it, 

(i.)  This  waiting  for  our  Change,  impKcs 
a  profound  SubmilDon  to  the  Will  of  God,  ia 
regard  of  that  Time  he  has  fixM  for  it.  We 
nlay  all  fay  with  I/moc^  We  know  not  the  Day 
of  our  Death ;  yet  if  we  wait  for  pur  Change 
aright,  we  arc  content,  to  depart  this  Life  at 
the  time  that  Heaven  hath  appointed,  be  it 
fooner  or  later*  O,  fays  fuch  a  Soul,  He  that 
h  the  Lord  of  all  my  Time,  has  a  Right  to 
contraft  or  lengthen  it*,  He  that  breathed  into 
me  the  Breath  of  Lif^,  may  ftop  it  when  he 
pleafes^  aiid  call  back  that  Spirit  which  he  firft 
gave.'  I  aril  content  with  God's  predetiermin- 
iiig  the  Tkne  of  my  Exit,  becaufe  he  is  infi- 
tiitely  wife,  and  can^  befb  order  the  Seafon  of 
roy  RentoVal  out  of  this  World,  who  fot'd  the 
Moment  ^^f'inycomi-ngiAtb  it. 

(2.)  Tliis  waiting  fdrour  Change^  ir|i})l!,es 
a-  Submiffldry  to  the  WHl'of  God,  interring' 
thofe> Afffiaioni  he  (hall-  thiiiK  fit  to^lrfy  upon 
ife  in  the  way  to- it.  lFh6rc  are  a  gte^'t  hiany 
Di/Scultie»  which  moft  g^iod  Men  fttuggle 
i*roiigh,  befoite  they  -  kri^ifye '  at  that  Plaice, 
wMre  tliC'  WUcktd  ceaji  frdvi  li^otMfrfg^  yri^the' 
W^  -kfe  k'rtfiv  fielid^s  the  Carirt  and'  DiP 
:         '^  appoint- 
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appointments  of  this  Life,  befides  the  Trea- 
chery of  pretended  Friends,  and  the  Malice  of 
open  Enemies;  there  are  Hofts  of  Difeafes 
that  our  Bodies  are  incident  to,  fome  loath- 
fome,  and  others  painful,  that  try  the  Graces 
of  good  Men  to  the  utmoft ;  fo  that  e'er  they 
are  aware,  they  Aide  into  Fits  of  Impatience : 
but  the  Grace  of  God,  that  has  the  afcendent 
in  their  Souls,  foon  correds  their  Diforders, 
and  filences  their  Complaints ;  and  then,  like 
the  Holy  Pfalmifl:  in  his  Affliftions,  they  are 
dumb-,  and  open  not  their  monthly  becaufe  God  does 
it.  For  being  fatisfied  with  God's  appointing 
the  time  of  their  Death,  they  are  alfo  willing 
to  undergo  thofe  intermediate  Evils  which  he 
fees  fit  to  bring  upon  them,  to  weaken  their 
firength  in  the  way-,  till  they  fink  down  into  the 
Duft  of  Death.  And  they  endure  Chaftife- 
nxent  as  Children,  they  are  neither  ftupid  nor 
impatient,  they  do  not  deffife  the  chaftening  of 
the  Lordy  nor  faint  when  they  are  rebuked  of  him* 

(3.)  Waiting  for  our  Change,  implies  a  ma- 
king of  frequent  and  ferious  Reflexions  on 
the  ihortnefs  and  uncertainty  of  our  Time. 
He  that  waits  aright  for  his  great  Change,  fre- 
quently confiders  how  fwiftly  his  Time  pafles, 
and  how  fi>on  there  will  be  a  Period  put  to  it : 
That  he  is  not  to  continue  long  in  this  World, 
but  is  haftening  to  the  other.  'Tis  remarkable, 
that  tho  Jacob  had  liv'd  130  Years,  when  he 
flood  before  Pharaoh^  yet  he  lets  him  know, 
that  the  days  of  the  years  of  his  Life  were  but 
/ew,  as  well  as  evit.  But  alas,  how  much  is 
Human  Life  fhorten'd  fince  that  time!  I  ob- 
ferve,  that  Job  in  the  Text  refolves  to  wait  all 
the  Days  of  his  appointed  Time :  He  does  not 
fpeak  of  weeks,  or  Months,  or  Years,  but  of 
T  Daysi 
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Days,  certainly  to  denote  the  brevity  of  Ha- 
inan Life.  The  Apoftle  James  compares  our 
Jam.  4..  14,  Life  to  a  Vafour^  which  appearcth  for  a  little 
time^  and  then  vanijheth  away.  A  Vapour  is 
a  fit  Reprefentation  of  the  Life  of  Man,  for 
the  fliortnefs  of  its  continuance,  and  the  fid- 
dennefs  of  its  departure.  Now  he  that  waits 
for  his  Change  aright^  lives  every  day  as  if  it 
were  to  be  his  laft:  I  know,  fays  fuch  a  Divine 
Soul,  the  Time  is  Jhort^  and  it  wiO  not  be  long 
before  the  Angel  (hall  fwear  by  Him  that  lives 
for  ever  and  ever,  that  Time  (hall  be  no  more ; 
and  lince  my  Time  is  fo  ibort  and  uncertain,  I 
will  demean  my  felf  like  a  Stranger  uipon  EartB, 
and  as  a  Citiz^en  of  Heaven,  and  will  conftantly 
beg,  That  God  would  fo  teach  me  to  number  my 
Days^  that  I  may  apfly  my  Heart  to  Wlfipm. 

(4.)  Waiting  for  our  great  Change^  implies 
the  exercife  or  the  utmolt  Diligence  to  be 
aUually  prcparM  for  it.  Every  true  Saint  is 
habitually  ready  for  Death,  but  there  are  but 
a  very  few  that  are  aihuaUy  prepare :  all  that 
are  brought  into  aStateof  Reconciliation  with 
God,  and  united  to  Chrift,  that  are  )uftified 
by  his  Blood,  and  renew'd  by  his  Spirit,  arc 
habitually  fit  to  die^  but  an  aElual  Preparatloa 
for  Death,  fich  as  the  Apoftle  Paul  bad,  when 
in  fo  great  a  degree  be  was  crucified  to  this 
World,  and  the  World  to  him,  that  he  could 
fty.  He  was  willing  rather  to  be  abfent  from  the 
Body^  and  prefent  with  the  Lord^  but  very  few 
enjoy :  however  fuch  an  excellent  Temper  is 
labour'd  after  by  all  fuch  as  wait  aright  for 
their  great  Change.  I  proceed  now  to  the  lm« 
provemeht  of  the  whole. 

(i.)  I  infer,  That  God  never  dcfign'd  this 
ch^£i^£  W'orld  for  our  Eternal  Abode*    Here 

'      wc 
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we  have  no  continuing  City,  the  Fafhion  of 
this  World  is  pafTing  away  ^  this  can't  be  the 
Center  of  our  Reft^  becaufe  there  is  nothing  in 
it  to  fatisfy  the  boundlefs  Cravings  of  an  Im- 
mortal Spirit.  We  fhould  not  be  in  a  waiting 
pofture,  if  we  had  Hope  only  in  this  Life  .*  but, 
blefledbe  God,  we  that  are  Chriftians  have  fo- 
lid  ground  to  expeft  a  better  and  a  more  dura- 
ble State!  This  Life  infenfibly  glides  away  like 
a  rapid  Stream,  and  it  will  not  be  long  e'er 
the  time  of  waiting  for  our  Change  by  Death 
(hall  be  over  \  and  tho  after  this  we  fhall  expefl; 
with  pkafurethe  Refurreaion  of  our  Bodies, 
yet  in  the  intermediate  Space  we  (hall  enjoy 
fuch  refinM  Delights  as  fhall  give  us,  not  on- 
ly a  }uft  Idea  of  that  State  we  were  originally 
defign'd  for  by  the  Author  of  our  Beings^ 
but  an  experimental  Relifti  of  the  Pleafures 
belonging  to  it. 

(2.)  How  ftupid  and  criminal  are  fuch,  who 
inftead  of  daily  expeding  their  great  Change^ 
banifli  all  ferious  Thoughts  of  Death  from 
their  Minds !  who  -put  the  evil  Day  far  from 
them^  and  cannot  tell  how  to.  think  of  the  Hor- 
ror and  Silence  of  the  Grave,  that  they  muft 
be  buried  out  of  fight,  and  lie  in  a  Bed  of 
Stench  and  Rottennefs.  I  confefs,  if  the  thruft- 
ing  thefe  Thoughts  from  your  Minds  would 
prevent  this  Chmge^  there  would  be  fome  fhevr 
of  Reafon  in  what  you  do:  But  alas,  whether 
you  think  of  Death  or  not,  it  is  making  hafty 
Advances  towards  you  j  therefore  be  prevailed 
with  to  give  your  felves  the  liberty  of  a  few 
ferious  Thoughts  about  this  matter.  Will 
your  Change  be  the  better,  or  the  eafier  to 
come,  if  unlook'd  for  ?  No  furely,  but  much 
the  worfe  j  for  then  it  will  overtake  you  while 
T  2  you 
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you  are  unprovided  for  it:  And  what  will  be 
the  Confcquence  of  that  ?  Why,  immediately 
after  your  falling  by  the  firfl  Death,  you'lfiak 
down  under  the  Power  of  the  fccond  Death* 
You'l  not  only  be  /wallowed  up  in  the  Heart  of 
the  Earth,  but  drop  into  a  Lake  of  Fire.  O, 
be  no  longer  unconcerned  about  your  great 
Change^  but  familiarize  the  Thoughts  of  Death, 
and  refolvc  with  Job  in  the  Text,  To  wait  all 
the  Days  of  your  appointed  Time  till  your  Change 
come* 

(3.)  If  the  Inhabitants  of  this  lower  World 
have  reafon  toexpeftfuch  aChangeas  you  have 
heard,  then  none  of  them  are  iit  Objeds  of  our 
Truft.  Thofe  that  fhare  the  greateft  Honours 
both  in  Church  and  State,  areas  frail  as  Per- 
fons  in   the  moft   abjeft  condition.    There- 

ifa.  2.  IS.  fore^  (jg^j-g  yg  j]rem  Man  whofe  Breath  is  in  his 
Noftrils :  for  wherein  is  he  to  he  accounted  off 
Don't  place  a  mighty  Confidence  in  your  Rich 
and  Potent  Friends;  for  if  they  fhould  notalter 
in  their  Refpefts  to  you,  yet  this  Change  of 
Death  may  overtake  them,  before  they  have 
done  you  the  Service  you  expefted  from  them. 

pfai.  14^,    Put  not  your  trufi  in   Princes^  nor   in  the  Son  of 

^'  ^  Man^  in  whom  there  is  no  help  \    his  Breath  goeth 

forth,  he  returneth  to  his  Earth,  in  that  very  day 
his  Thoughts  perijh.  But  make  fure  of  an  Interefi; 
in  an  unchangeable  God,  a  God  that  abideth 
the  fame,  of  whofe  Tears  there  is  no  end  ^  a  God^ 
whofe  Love  is,  like  himfelf,  Unchangeable  and 
Everlafting. 

(4.)  If  God  has  predetermine  the  Period  of 
Human  Life,  then  we  ought  not  to  be  anxi- 
oufly  defirous  to  die  before  the  Tim.e  that  He 
has  fix'd.    I  know  that  fomc  good  Men,  under 

j«b7.  ix.  great  Affliftions,   have  chofe    Strangling^  and 

Death 
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Dedth  rather  than  Life:  And  with  great  impa* 
tience  have  wilh'd  for  the  Hour  of  their  depar- 
ture out  of  this  miferable  World.  But  this 
was  their  Infirmity,  and  indeed  is  too  common 
a  Crime  among  fome  People,  who  upon  fmall 
Provocations,  as  well  as  under  greater  Trials, 
rafhly  wifli  they  were  dead  i  not  ferioufly  con- 
fidering  how  great  a  Change  Death  will  make. 
For  a  Man  to  wilh  he  were  dead,  is  to  deiire  his 
Eternal  State  may  be  determined  j  and  to  do 
this  precipitantly,  when  he  knows  not  whe- 
ther he  (hall  go  to  Heaven  or  Hell,  be  fav'd 
or  damn'd,  is  frenxy  and  madnefs.  Moreover^ 
for  fuch  as  have  good  Hope,  through  Grace, 
of  being  happy  after  Death,  yet  impatiently 
to  defire  their  Diflblution,  barely  on  the  ac- 
count of  the  Pains  and  Inconveniences  they 
groan  under  here,  'tis  alfo  criminal.  For  tho 
the  Apoftle  Paul  had  a  defire  to  depart^  and  to 
be  with  ChriFIr^  and  was  willing  rather  to  be  ahfent 
from  the  Body^  and  prefent  with  the  Lord  j  yet 
he  was  content  that  God  fhould  chufe  for  him ; 
And  'twas  not  the  Trials  he  met  with  here, 
but  the  profpeft  he  had  of  a  more  ravifliing  and 
compleat  enjoyment  of  Chriftin  Heaven,  that 
made  him  fit  fo  loofe  to  this  World,  and  de- 
lire  a  rem-ove  to  the  other. 

(5.)  Let  us  all  livein  theexpeftation  of  our 
great  Change,  Why  does  God  chaften  us  with 
fore  Pains,  and  with  pining  Sicknefs  ?  but  to 
put  us  in  mind  of  a  greater  Change  that  will 
fhortly  overtake  us.  And  as  one  obferves. 
Every  dying  Year,  every  declining  Day,  every 
drooping  Flower  and  falling  Leaf,  are  but  fa 
many  Emblems  of  our  certain  Mortality.  And 
alas,  if  Sicknefs  do  not  blaft  us  in  the  Bud,  if  - 
we  doQ't  wither  in  the  Bloom  of  Youth,  the 
\kl  T  3  flowev 
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flower  Decays  of  Age  win  be  futt  to  mar  oor 
Beauty^  and   catafe  as  to  bend  towards  the 

iiatihj  tillwcdiop  luto  tlmt  tioni  wlicace  we 
were  taken.  O,  who  of  us  are  in  a  waiting 
Frame,  looking  and  expefting  when  we  fhall 
go  hence  ?  Do  we  live  as  if  every  day  would 
be  our  laft  ?  God  has  in  Wifdom  and  Mercy 
hid  from  us  the  Time  of  our  Death,  that  we 
might  be  alwdp  ready. 

(6.)  If  God  has  predetermine  the  Period  of 
Human  Life,  then  'tis  unrcafonable  for  any  to 
murmur  againft  Providence,  when  their  near 
Relations  are  removed  from  'em  by  Death. 
Let  it  quiet  and  fatisfy  our  Minds,  that  God 
fixM  the  time  of  their  Departure  j  he  call'd  'em 
in  his  own  time,  and  has  a  Sovereign  Right  to 
do  fo,  without  giving  any  Account  of  his  Mat'- 
trrs  to  the  Children  of  Men. 

The  Holy  Angels,  that  are  frequently  em^ 
ploy'd  in  Meflages  of  Providence,  probably  are 
unacquainted  with  the  Reafons  or  the  Diviae 
Procedure :  and  furely  m  that  are  but  of  Tefter- 
day  and  know  nothin^y  may  be  content  to  have 
thefe  things  hid  firom  us.  For  this  we  arc 
fure  of,  that  God  dors  all  things  wifely,  and 
therefore  well,  yea  even  thofe  things  which 
appear  to  !isfull  of  Terror;  as  does  that  Pro- 
vidence whic'  has  filenc'd  that  ExceUent  Mi- 
nifter,  in  whofc  Place  I  now  ftand. 

I  muft  confcfs  1 3m  no  Friend  to  the  Flatte- 
ries r^at  are  too  commonly  us'd  in  Funeral 
Difcourfes;  nor  am  1  an  Enemy  to  the  juft 
Commendations  of  fuch  as  die  in  the  Lordy 
whofe  extraordinary  Worth  may  give  occafion 
for  it^  and  be  very  inftrudive  to  thofe  that  fur- 
yive.  So  that  in  Charity  to  the  Living,  and 
in  Jtipce  to  the  Dead,  I  ftiall  now  attempt  to 
;  /.•  .  .  £ay 
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fay  fomething  of  that  Learned  and  Judicious 
Miaifter  of  Chrift,  Mr.  WILLIAM  COL- 
LlNSy  whom  God  has  fuddenly  remov'd  from 
the  midft  of  us. 

Idefign  not  a  Hiftory  of  his  Life,  nor  am  I 
capable  to  delineate  the  feveral  Branches  of  his 
Charafterv  yet  fomething  I  would  fay,  that 
may  give  you  an  Idea,  tho  it  be  not  fo  perfeft 
a  one  as  I  could  wi(h,  of  this  Great  Man. 

'Twas  early  that  he  difcover'd  an  Inclination 
to  Study  and  Books,  and  his  Progrefs  in 
Learning  was  fwift  and  fare.  When  he  had 
pafs'd  thro  Grammar  Learning,  and  had  had 
the  Approbation  of  one  of  the  moft  fcvcvc  Dr.  Bushy. 
Criticks  of  this  Age,  he  began  to  travel ;  and,  if 
•I  miftake  not,  before  that  time,  God  had  made 
him  fenfible  of  Sin,  and  drawn  him  to  his 
Son.  When  he  came  abroad,  not  going  fo 
far  as  he  at  firft  defign'd,  he  remained  a  con- 
fiderable  time  in  France  and  Italy  h  where  he 
finini'd  the  Courfe  of  his  other  Studies  prepa- 
ratory to  that  of  Theology,  to  which  he 
clofely  applyM    himfelf  upon    his  Return  to 

I  Ihall  not  mention  the  encouraging  Offers 
he  had  to  join  with  the  National  Church,  which 
he  judicioufly  refused ',  for  'twas  Confcience, 
not  Humour,  that  made  him  a  Diflenter. 

I  need  not  fay  how  well  he  was  prepar'd 
for  the  Study  of  Divinity  by  Nature,  Learn- 
ing, and  Grace,  for  his  Proficiency  therein  fooa 
appear'd  i  and  after  he  had  pafs'd  a  little  t -me 
preaching  in  the  Country,  he  had  a  very  re- 
markable Call  by  this  Church  :  for  the  very 
Day  he  received  the  Letter  that  invited  him  t> 
London  J  he  had  folemnly  kept  by  himfelf  in 
Falling  and  Prayer,  for  Direftion  about  diipo- 

T  4  lini 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


28o  A  Funeral  Sermon  on 

fing  of  hiinfelf  for  the  conlhmt  Exercife  of 
his  Miniftry  j  and  receiving  this  in  the  Clofe  of 
that  very  Day,  he  look'd  on  it  as  an  Anfwer 
of  Prayer,  and  therefore  confented  to  make 
yoa  a  Vifit :  which  having  done,  and  this 
Church  having  had  fofficient  Proof  of  his  real 
Piety,  /is  well  as  of  his  Gifts  and  Abilities,  yoa 
gave  him  a  onanimoas  Call  to  the  Paftoral 
Office.  And  how  well  he  rofe  op  to  the  Qpali- 
fications  of  an  Evangelical  Bifliop  or  Elder,  as 
recited  by  the  Apoftle  Paul^  you  of  this  Church 
Titus  1. 7,  know;  and  I  believe  will  own.  That  he  was 
^'  ^'  blameUfs  as  the  Steward  of  Godj  not  felf-wilTd^ 
not  foon  angry ^  nfit  given  to  W^ine^  no  Striker^  not 
given  to  filthy  Lucre :  But  a  Lover  of  Hoffita-' 
lityj  a  Lover  of  ^ood  Men^  Sober ^  ?«/?,  Holy^ 
Temperate  :  Holding  faft  the  faithful  Word  as  he 
bad  been  taught.,  being  able^  by  found  DoHrine^ 
both  to  exhort  and  convince  Gainfayers*  He  was 
apt  to  teach,  and  able,  upon  a  fudden,  to  bring 
forth  fomething  proper  for  the  ufe  of  Edify- 
ing, out  of  that  excellent  Stock  of  Divine 
Knowledg  that  he  had  treafurM  up ;  having 
more  than  once,  when  difappointed  of  that 
Help  he  expeded,  gone  into  the  Pulpit,  and 
preach'd  an  excellent  Sermon,  in  the  Opinion 
of  competent  Judges.  Yet  tho  he  was  thus 
qualify'd,  he  did  not  ftrve  God  nor  you  with 
that  which  coft  him  nought,  but  apply'd  him- 
felf  to  clofe  Study  for  every  Sermon,  when  bis 
Health  would  admit. 

The  Subjcd^s  he  ordinarily  infilled  on  in  the 
Courfe  of  his  Miniftry,  were  the  great  and  im- 
portant Truths  of  the  Gofpel,  which  he  han- 
dled with  great  Judgment  and  Cleamefs.  How 
would  he  open  the  Miferies  of  the  Fall !  And 
in  how  moving  a  manner  would  he  difcourfe 
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of  the  Excellency  of  Chrift,  and  the  Virtues 
of  bis  Blood)  and  his  willingnefs  to  fave  poor 
awaken'd  burdned  Sinners ! 

How  well  did  he  diftingnifli  betwixt  Ja(ti« 
fication  and  Sandification,  exalting  the  Impa- 
led Righteoofnefs  of  Chrift,  without  under- 
valuing the  Work  of  the  Spirit !  So  that  his 
Sermons  were  ufeful  under  the  Influence  of  Di- 
vine Grace,  to  convert  and  edify,  to  enlightea 
and  eftablilh,  being  drawn  from  the  Fountaia 
of  Truth,  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  with  which 
he  conftantly  convers'd  ifl  their  Original  Lan- 
guages, having  read  the  belt  Criticks,  Antient 
and  Modern  ^  fo  that  Men  of  the  greateft  Pene- 
tration might  learn  from  his  Pulpit-Difcour- 
fes,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  meanell  Capacity. 

He  did  not  aflfed  a  flaunting  fwelling  Stile, 
but  always  fpoke  what  was  Strong  and  Manly, 
becoming  the  Weight  of  thofe  Truths  he  de- 
livered. He  did  not  ftudy  to  amufe,  but  in- 
ftruft  his  Hearers  •,  not  fo  much  regarding  what 
would  pleafe  as  profit  them,  always  having 
on  his  Mind  a  Senfe  of  the  Worth  of  Souls : 
and  therefore  he  conftantly  advifed  his  Bre- 
thren of  the  Miniftry  to  take  the  greateft  Care 
they  could  to  help  forward  the  Salvation  of 
Sinoers,  to  exalt  Chrift,  and  not  preach  them- 
felves. 

He  had  a  rich  Stock  of  Experience  as  well  as 
of  ufeful  Knowledg  i  he  felt  what  he  preach'd, 
and  livM  on  that  Food  he  imparted  to  others^ 
I  don't  mention  his  Skill  in  PhyGck,  which  he 
had  wen  ftudied,  as  being  no  Branch  of  his 
CharaSer  as  a  Divine.  Yet  under  all  thefc 
excellent  Attainments,  he  was  one  of  the  moft 
modeft  humble  ^en  that  ever  1  conversed  withs 
JJowdid  this  Grace  make  him  Ihine !  which  is 
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one  of  the  brighteft  Ornaments  of  the  Chrillian 
Life. 

How  low  would  he  (loop  for  Peace !  And 
how  would  he  bear  with  the  Infirnaities  of  his 
weak  Brethren !  That  fuch  as  would  not  bfe 
wrought  upon   by  the  Strength  of  Reafon. 
might  be  melted  by  his  Condefcenlion  and  jgood 
Kature.    He  was  Prudent  as  well  as  Peaceable^ 
Charitable  as  well  as  Courteous ;  one  that  coutd 
forgive  and  forget  Injuries,  one  that  was  above 
refenting  the  Affronts  that  fome  Men  love  to 
offer  to  Perlbns  of  his  Charafter.    He  was  not 
addifted  to  utter  hard  Cenfures  of  fuch  as  dif- 
fered from  him  in  lefler  Matters,  but  had  a  Love 
for  all  Saints,  and  conftantly  exercisM  himfelf 
in  this.  To  kup  a  Confcience  void  of  Offenctto^ 
wards  God  and  towards  Man.    He  was  a  Perlbn 
of  unaffefted  fteddy  Piety,  free  from  thfe  wild 
Raptures  of  Enthufiafm,  and  the  dull  Formatitits 
of  Superfl:ition.    When  he  was  not  difcOiitfing 
of  profitable  things,   he  generally  imployM 
himfelf  in  Meditation  \  for  ordinarily  when  he 
kft  his  Studies  and  came  abroad,  in  the  after 
part  of  the  day,  he  ufually  fixt  on  fome  Text 
of  Scripture  for  the  Subjeft  of  his  Meditation 
as  he  pafs'd  the  Streets ;  fo  that  he  had  a  con- 
ftant  favour  of  Divine  Things  on  his  Spirit ; 
and  like  the  Wife  Man  fpoken  of  in  the  Book 
of  Proverbs^    His  Lips  did    difperfe  Knowledg. 
He  was  very  communicative,  and  ready  to  in- 
form thofe  he  conversed  with.    And  I  moft 
ever  own,  to  the  Honour  of  his  Memory,  that 
he  aded  towards  me,  not  only  like  a  Friend 
but  a  Father^  both  in  direding  and  incouraging 
me  in  my  Studies.    He  has  often  clear'a  ap 
that  to  my  Underftanding,  which  before  was 
perplext  abd  obfcart.    He  has  prayed  with  me, 
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and  cotnferted  me  i  bat  he  is  abfent :  O !  how 
do  I  mifs  my  Guide  and  my  Friend  ?  And  do 
not  you,  my  Brethren?  I  am  fure  you  do. 
What  is  the  Lord  a  doing !  What  Removes  has 
he  made !  How  can  we  forbear  to  cry  out,  0 
the  Chariots  of  Ifrael,  and  tht  Horfemen  thereof! 

As  for  you  that  were  under  his  Care,  yoa 
lay  near  his  Heart  ^  and  how  greatly  he  longed 
fw  you  allin  tht  Bowels  of  Chrifiy  I  am  his  Wit- 
nefs :  I,  did  I  fay  ?  The  God  in  whofe  prefcnce 
I  ftand,  and  at  whofe  Bar  1  mufl;  (hortly  ap- 
pear, is  his  Witnefs.  I  fpeak  this  with  fo 
great  folemnity,  becaufe  he  mentioned  it  to  me 
with  fuch  AfFeftion  and  Tears,  and  told  me 
how  glad  he  would  have  been  to  have  feen  you 
fettled  with  a  Judicious  Learned  Minifter  be- 
fore he  died^  but  God  faw  meet  to  remiove 
him  before  this  defirable  thing  was  accom- 
piifli'd. 

Indeed  he  was  not  apprchenfive  of  his  Death 
in  the  time  of  his  laft  lUnefs,  but  had  fome 
kind  of  hope  that  he  fhould  have  recovered. 
Yet  I  cannot  bat  look  on  it  as  a  remarkable 
Providence,  that  he  fhould  be  direfted  in  the 
courfe  of  his  Miniftry  to  fix  on  thofe  words. 
Then  faith  he  unto  his  Difciptes^  The  Harveft  truly  Mn.  9, 37, 
is  flenteoHSy  but  tht  Labourers  are  few  j  pray  ye  3^- 
therefore  the  Lord  of  the  Harveft^  that  he  will 
fend  forth  Labourers  into  his  Harveft:  And  that 
the  lafi  Sermon  he  ever  preached  fhould  be  from 
them  i  I  pray  God  it  may  have  a  due  effed  up- 
on all  that  he^rd  it,  for  you'i  hear  him  no 
more.  But  from  the  laft  time  of  his  appear- 
ing in  the  Pulpit,  I  am  prefently  brought  to 
his  Sick-bed. 

As  he  was  conftantly  calm  in  his  Mind  in 
the  time  of  his  Health,  fo  he  was  during  his 
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laft  Sicknefs.  Upon  the  firft  Vifit  that  I  made 
him,  I  enquired  how  things  were  betwixt  God 
and  his  Soul?  He  told  me,  That  he  bUJs^d  God 
aU  was  well.  And  all  along  he  was  very  cafy 
with  refpea  to  Life  or  Death;  he  had  for  a 
great  while  fat  fo  loofe  to  this  World,  that  he 
had  no  fuch  defires  of  Life  as  fhoold  imbitter 
his  Death,  or  fuch  fears  of  Death  as  (hould  ren- 
der his  Life  uncomfortable.  For  when  a  Mi- 
nifter,  with  whom  he  was  very  intimate,  took 
notice  of  his  Weaknefs,  and  apprehending  him 
in  danger,  faid  to  him,  Sir^  I  hope  you  are  not 
afraid  to  die:  Heanfwer'd,  with  great  prefence 
of  Mind,  and  a  chearful  Countenance,  I  kiefs 
Cod^  I  have  not  been  afraid  to  die  this  forty  Tears. 
My  Brethren,  fomc  Men  may  talk  high,  and 
look  big  when  they  are  in  Health ;  but  for  a 
Man  to  fpeak  thus  in  the  view  of  Eternity^ 
feems  to  argue  not  only  great  ftrength  of  Faitby 
but  a  bright  and  unclouded  Aflurancc  of^thc 
Divine  Love. 

.  He  was,  during  his  lllnefs,  moch  inclin'd  ta 
fleep  •,  fo  that  he  feldom  fpoke  unlefs  he  was 
prefsM  to  it.  We  were  fometimes  ready  to 
flatter  our  felves  with  the  expeaation  of  his 
Recovery,  but  a  few  day^  pat  an  end  to  our 
Hopes,  and  his  valuable  Life.  He  was  a  Ser- 
vant to  the  Prince  of  Peace:  He  preach'd  a 
Gofpel  of  Peace,  and  he  had  a  peaceful  Death. 
Mark  the  ferfeU^  behold  the  Vfright^  for  the 
end  of  that  Man  is  Peace.  I  know  to  mention 
his  Death,  is  like  ftriking  a  Dagger  to  fome  of 
your  Hearts,  and  \  confefs  it  has  almoft  put  a 
Period  to  my  Difcourfe.  1  won't  fay  what  I 
feel  my  felf,  and  with  what  a  ftruggle  I  fpeak 
to  you  i  'twould  be  an  eafe  could  I  ftop  here, 
#od  mingle  my  Sighs  an4^  Tears  with  yours^ 
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Bat,  my  Brethren,  let  us  abate  our  Sorrows, 
bccaufe  the  Soul  of  our   deceasM  Friend  is 

happy  in  Heaven,  and  his  rvicaioiy  [hall  be 
blefled  upon  Earth,  Whofe  Praife  is  in  all  the 
Churches  of  Chrifi.  And  let  me  add,  whatever 
you  have  heard,  and  learn'd,  and  feen  in  him 
as  a  follower  of  Chrift,  that  do. 

Now  to  you  his  forrowful  furviving  Half, 
confider  the  Stroke  that  is  given  was  by  the  di- 
reSion  of  Heaven ',  and  tho  you  have  loft  a 
valuable  Relation,  one  that  is  nearer  and  better 
is  yet  left^  Tour  Maker  is  your  Husband.  He 
that  has  taken  your  dear  Confort  from  you, 
had  a  better  Right  in  him  than  you ;  therefore 
a  fubmiffive  Silence  becomes  you  under  this  ter- 
rible Stroke. 

To  you  the  tender  Branches  of  his  Family, 
and  the  Children  of  his  Body,  don't  forget  the 
Counfel  of  your  deceased  Father.  Remember 
the  Inftrudions  he  gave  you  in  the  Things  of 
God,  and  the  Concerns  of  your  Souls  j  how  he 
pray'd  with  you,  and  for  you :  May  every  one 
of  you  fo  ferve  the  God  of  your  Father  in 
this  World,  that  you  may  fpend  an  Eternity 
with  him  in  the  other. 

To  you,  my  Brethren  of  the  Church ;  blefs 
God  that  you  enjoy'd  your  Excellent  Pallor  fo 
long,  but  mourn  that  you  got  no  more  good 
from  him,  who  took  fo  much  pains  with  you. 

Indeed  your  Circumftances  are  deplorable, 
God  feems  to  have  a  Controverfy  with  you  ^ 
fearch  out  the  Caufes  of  his  Difpleafure,  and 
humble  your  Souls  before  him  ^  bear  one  ano- 
ther's Burdens,  follow  the  1  hings  that  make 
for  Peace,  and  thofe  whereby  you  may  edify 
one  another  t  Be  earned"  at  the  Throne  of 
Grace,  that  God  would  give  you  a  Paftor  after 
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his  ovrn  Heart,  that  (hall  feed  yoa  with  Kaaw« 
ledg,  and  help  to  naurifbup  your  Sools  toE^ 
ternal  Life.  Now  the  Ged  rfPioce^  that  hap^ht 
digain  from  thi  Dead  our  Lord  Jefm  Chrift^  the 
great  Shepherd  of  the  Sheepj  through  the  Blood 
of  the  EverUfiing  Covenant ^  make  you  forfeB  in 
every  Good  Work  to  do  his  WiU^  working  in  you 
that  which  is  well  pleafing  in  his  fight^  through  J O'- 
fw  Chrifij  to  whom  be  Glory  for  ever.     Amen. 
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Lm  us  therefore  follow  after  the  things 
which  mak^  for  Teace^  and  things 
wherewith  one  may  edify  another. 

H  E  Province  aflign'd  me  at  this 
time,  1  have  not  undertaken 
without  fomc  concern  of  mind ; 
yet  I  would  hope  there  is  fo 
much  Charity  in  this  Afleolbly, 
that  Truth,  from  whomfoever 
it  comes,  will  not  be  delpisM/  'Tis  notthc 
Bufinefs  of  a  Fadlion,  but  the  Caufe  of  God 
in  our  hands,  that  I  Ihall  attempt  to  pro- 
mote. My  Defign  is  not  to  ftir  up  Strife, 
but  to  diffufe  the  grateful  Odours  of  Charity, 
and  to  recommend  Union  and  a  goodCorre- 
fpondence  to  the  Churches  of  Jefus  Chrift* 

The  Imperfedions  of  human  Nature  lince 
the  Fall  are  fo  great,  and  the  Prejudices  fix'd 
by  a  different  Education  lb  many,  that  'tis 
not  probable  wc  Ihould  concur  exadily  in  all 
the  fame  Opinions  j  yet  'tis  highly  reafona- 
ble  that  Chriftians   fliould  have  Charity  for 
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each  other,  and  that  they  Jhould  U^ue  dt  Bn* 
thren  \  efpecially  fince  the  things  wherein  we 

all  agree  are  infinitely  greater,  and  of  higher 
importance  than  thofe  wherein  we  difer.  And 
now  why  (hoald  we  not  agree  to  differ^  with- 
out either  Enmity  or  Scorn  ?  For  certainly 
for  one  Chriflian  to  cenfure  and  condemn 
another  merely  becaufe  he  cannot  agree 
with  him  in  fmall  or  indifferent  things, 
is  as  unreafonable  as  for  one  Man  to  quarrel 
with  the  reft  of  the  World,  becaufe  they 
have  not  his  Features  and  Complexion. 

The  Apoftle  Paul  being  well  aware  of  the 
ill  Confequences  that  await  fo  uncharitable  a 
Spirit,   attempts  to  correft  it  (in  this  Chap- 
ter of  which  my  Text  is  a  part)  by  thofe 
Arguments  that  are  juft  and  moving  j  that 
if  pofTible  he  might  prevail  with  the  yewijh 
and  Gemile  Converts,  tho  of  different  Appre- 
henfions  in  lefler  matters,  to  exercife  mutu- 
al Charity  and  Forbearance  towards  each  o- 
ther,  fo  as  to  continue  in  the  fame  Commu- 
nion.    And  one  Confideration  he  urges  toper- 
fuade  to  this,   is.   That    how  much  foever 
thefe  Chriftians  differed  in  their  Opinions  a- 
bout  the  eating  of  fuch  Meat?,  and  the  ob- 
fervation  of  fuch  Days  as  were  in  themfelves 
indifferent,   Unce  both  of  them  aimM  at  the 
^•t.€,7fi.  Divine  Glory  ;  fuch  Differences  fhould  make 
no  breach  in  their  Comniuriion,  nor  fhould  they 
^^'•^       fo  fir  indulge  their  PalRons,   as  to  deffife  and 
10,     judg  one  another.    For,  fays  the  Apoftle,  w$ 
It,      P)all  all  fland  before  the  Judgment-Seat  ofChrift: 
And  every  one  of  m   Jhall  give    an  account  of 
himfelf  to  God*    Q^  D.  *Tis  highly  unreafona- 
ble that  we  fhould  affume  the  Power  of  cen- 
furing  and  judging  each  other,  fince  we  muft 
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all  Hand  upon  the  fame  level  before  the  aweful 
Tribunal  of  the  Son  of  God.  May  the  thoughts 
of  the  lafl;  and  great  AlTize  put  a  ftop  to 
thofe  Cenfures  you  too  freely  vent  one  againit 
another.  Let  m  not  therefore  judg  one  mother  Ver,  j^^ 
any  more  ^  but  judg  this  rathery  that  no  man  put 
a  fttimhling-hlock^  or  occafon  to  fall  in  his  Bro' 
thers  way*  Q^  D.  Inftead  of  uttering  unchari- 
table Cenfures  one  of  another,  let  us  rather 
keep  this  Rule  in  view,  viz..  That  we  induf- 
trioufly  avoid  the  giving  any  Scandal  or  Of- 
fence. Let  thofe  that  underftand  the  compafs 
of  their  Chriftian  Liberty,  not  unfeafonably 
ufe  it  to  difquiet  and  fcandaUze  the  Weak  ^ 
and  let  the  weak  in  the  Faith,  that  labour 
under  Jewijh  Prejudices,  be  careful  that  they 
don't  pronounce  any  rafh  Cenfures  on  the  Gen- 
tile Converts,  who  have  a  clearer  view  of  the 
Liberty  indulged  by  the  Chriftian  hftitution. 
In  the  ij\th  verfe  the  Apoftle  intimates,  that 
every  Chriftian  muft  aft  agreeably  to  the  Per- 
fuafion  of  his  Mind,  and  the  Didates  of  his 
Gonfcience.  /  knowy  and  am  perfuaded  by  the  y^^. 
Lord  Jeftis  ChriFty  that  there  is  nothing  -unclean 
of  it  felfy  but  to  him  that  efteemeth  any  thing 
to  be  uncle  any  to  him  it  is  unclean*  Q^  i).  If  a 
Man  fliall  believe  there  is  a  difference  in  cer- 
tain Meats,  that  fome  of  them  arc  unclean 
and  ought  not  to  be  eaten,  it  would  be  a 
Sin  for  fuch  a  one  to  partake  of  thofe  Meats, 
becaufe  he  ads  againft  his  own  Perfuafion  and 
Gonfcience  i  and  tho  his  Confcience  be  erro- 
neous in  that  matter,  yet  afting  agaiaft  ir,  he 
difcovers  daring  Prefumption  in  venturing  to 
do  that  which  he  apprehends  to  be  a  Sin  a* 
gainftGod.  The  Apoftle,  in  the  two  follow- 
ing verfes,  perfuades  to  mutual  Charity  and 
y  2  Forbearance, 
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Forbearance,  from  the  ill  Confequendcs  that 
might  enfue  by  the  exercife  of  the  bontrary 
Vcr.  17.  Temper.  He  then  afTures  them.  That  the 
Kingdom  of  God  is  not  Meut  and  Brini^-hut 
Righteoufntfs  and  Peace^  and  Joy  in  the  H^ly 
Ghofi.  Q^  D.  Surely,  you  are  unacquainted 
with  the  Defign  of  Chriftianity,  or  clfc  you 
have  forgotten  wherein  true  and  undefiPd  Re^ 
ligion  doth  confift,  that  you  Ihould  with  fo 
much  warmth  engage  in  matters  of  an  indif- 
ferent nature.  Alas !  the  Ejfence  of  Religion 
confifts  in  Right eoufnefs  and  Peace ^  and  Joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghofi.  For  he  that  in  thefe  things  fer- 
weth  Chrifi^  is  accef table  to  Godj  and  affrov^d 
of  Men.  As  for  thefe  indifferent  Matters,  *tis 
not  your  eating  or  not  eating,  your  obferving 
or  not  obferving  thofe  days  \  but  he  that  in 
Righteoufnefs,Peace,and  Joy  in  the  HolyGhoft, 
ferveth  Chrift,  whether  a  Jewifh  or  a  Gentile 
Chriftian,  whether  too  much  entangled  with 
unnccefTary  Scruples,  or  more  advanced  in  his 
Knowledg  with  refpeft  to  his  Chriftian  Liber- 
ty, He  is  accepted  of  God^  and  approved,  of 
Men.  From  all  which  the  Apoftle  infers^  as 
in  the  words  of  the  Text  ^  Let  m  therefore 
follow  after  the  things  which  make  for  Pedce^ 
and  things  wherewith  one  may  edify  another. 

Let  us  therefore  follow  after  the  things 
which  make  for  Peace,  i.  e.  the  Peace  of  jthe 
Church  i  and  thofe  things  wherewith  one  niay 
edify  another,  /.  f.  by  improving  one  another 
in  Knowledg,  Grace  and  Comfort.  'Tis  the 
former  part  of  the  words  I  (hall  principally 
infift  on,  tho  I  (hall  not  wholly  omit  to  glance 
on  the  latter.  And  for  the  more  profitaWe 
managing  of  my  Difcourfe  upon  this  Text^  it 
Ihall  be  under  thefe  four  general  Heads.; 

Brjt^ 
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rirft^  I  (hall  ftate  the  Notion  of  that  Peace 
we  are  exhorted  to  purliie. 

-'Secondly^  Show  you  how  reafonable  it  is  to 

follow  fuch  a  Peace. 
-'  I'hirdly,  Inftance  in  feme  of  thofe  things, 
'  which,  if  regularly  purfuM,  will  make 
for  the  Peace  of  the  Churches  of  Jefus 
■^  Chrift. 
"^  Founhlyy  1  (hall  make  the  Ufe  and  Iniprove- 
i'l  ment  of  the  whole..  ^  -jv\  •  v.  i 
tr...  ■    ^'.  •'     '  •-        •• 

:^^^^PirB^  I  am  to  ftate  the  Notion  of  that  Peace 
and  Union  we  are  exhorted  by  theA;vjfl;l| 
to  purfue :  For  tho  Peace  be  a  very  defiratle 
thing,  yet  we  are  not  to  purfue  it  at  aUfd- 
ventures.  We  ought  indeed  to  put  forth  our 
felves  to  the  utmoft  to  obtain  and  preferve 
Unity  and  Concord,  yet  never  to  purchafe  it 
at  the  expence  of  HoUmfsy  Truth  and  Order. 
Therefore, 

I.  The  Union  and  Peace,  that  by  this  Text 
we  are  exhorted  to  purfue,  muft  be  in  con junc-  ^ 
tion  with  Holinefs.  Real  Holinefs  is  necef- 
fary  to  make  us  eafy  upon  Earth,  and  happy 
in  Heaven :  wherever  Sin  reigns,  it  will  oc- 
cafion  flinging  remorfe,  and  create  confufion 
in  mens  Souls.  So  that  whatever  Methods  are 
taken  for  the  obtaining  of  Peace,  that  are  not 
confiftent  wi^h  Righteoufnefs,  theyU  be  fo  far 
from  promoting  Union  and  a  good  Corre- 
fpondence  among  Chriftians,  that  they'i  caufe 
us  to  be  at  difcord  with  our  felves,  and  will 
continually  difquiet  our  own  Minds.  Let  us 
therefore  attend  to  the  Advice  of  the  Apoftle  \  .... 
Follow  Peace  with  all  men^  and  Holinefs^  wjth^  Heb.  12.14J 
out  which  no  manjluU  fee  the  Lord:  i.  e.  no  one 
U  3  with- 
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withoat  Holiaefs  can  enjoy  God^  either  in  his 

Ordinances  upon  Earth,  or  by  being  rarsM 
to  the  beatifick  Vifion  in  Heaven.  The  reafoa 
is  very  obvious :  there  is  fo  great  a  Contrari- 
ety between  the  unfanftified  Faculties  of  wic- 
ked Men,  and  the  purified  Objefts  of  the  in- 
vifible  State,  that  'tis  imponible  in  the  very 
nature  of  the  thing,  that  there  fhould  be 
any  real  Pleafure  and  Happinefs,  where  there 
is  fo  great  a  difagreement  betwixt  the  Fa- 
.  culty  and  the  Objed:.  And  whatever  Soul  is 
thus  diforder'd,  it  would  not  be  happy  were 
it  fix'd  in  the  midfl:  of  Paradife  it  felf.  What 
fignifies  a  Confort  of  Mufick  to  one  that  is 
deaf?  or  heaps  of  Gold  to  one  fcorcht  with 
the  flames  of  a  Fever  ?  Thus  equally  difagree- 
able  would  be  the  Society  and  Imploy  of  the 
Bleifed  to  an  unholy  Man  ;  and  equally  un- 
fuccefsful  will  be  all  Methods  to  procure  Peace 
in  prejudice  to  Holinefs.    . 

Holinefs  is  one  of  the  diftinguilhing  Glo- 
ries of  the  Gofpel  \  for  there  never  was  any 
Inllitution  in  the  World,  whether  Human  or 
Divine,  that  did  fo  ftriftly  require  Holinefs 
of  Heart  and  Life,  as  the  Gofpel  of  the  Bier- 
fed  God,  which  obliges  us  to  flee  from  the 
very  fhadow  of  Vice.  What  fhall  I  fay  of 
Holinefs !  'Tis  the  moral  Glory  of  the  Deity, 
and  there  is  nothing  that  does  fo  much  improve 
and  ennoble  a  human  or  angelical  Spirit.' 
Therefore,  my  Brethren,  let  us  always  take 
care  that  Holinefs  be  at  the  bottom  of  our 
Union,  or  elfe  it  will  be  no  better  than  a 
Confederacy  with  Sin ;  like  what  the  Prophet 
ifa.^4..ij,  complains  of.  They  jha/l gather  together^  hut  mt 
by  me'^  i.  f.  not  with  my  Approbation  and 
Blefling.    A^d  fuch  a  kind  qf  Union  A^.tbaf, 

is 
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is  fitly  enough  refembled  by  the  Image  men- 
tion'd  in  Daniel^  whofe  feet  were  partly  Iron, 
and  partly  Clay,  which  foon  fell  to  pieces, 
being  compos'd  of  fuch  difagreeable  Materials : 
and  the  fame  end  fooner  or  later  will  at- 
tend all  finful  Confederacies^ 

2.  The  Peace  we  are  to  purfue,  rauft  be  in 
conjundion  with  Truth.    We  can  (fays  the  A- 
poftle)  do  nothing  againjt  the  Truth*     He  could  zCor.rj.g. 
go  as  far  as  any  Man  to  procure  and  promote 
Peace,   but  never  in  prejudice  to  Holinefs  and 
Truth.    And  I  obferve  that  the  fame  Apoftle, 
,  in  his  excellent  Defcription  of  Charity^  fays. 
That  it  rejoiceth  not  in  Iniquity y  hut  rejoiceth  in  i  Comj.^, 
the   Truth.     By  Truth   here  I  underftand  the 
Gofpel,   or  the  Chriftian  Faith,  agreeable  to 
that  of  the  Apoftle  John-^  I  rejoiced  greatly  to 
find  thy  Children  walking  in  the  Truths  i.  e.  in 
the  Faith  and  Fellowfhip  of  the  Gofpel.    Now 
if  by  Truth  in    the  former   we   underftand 
the  fame  as  we  do  in  the  latter  Text,  viz.* 
the  pure  unfophifticated  Doftrine  of  Chriftia- 
nity,  then  the  Apoftle  plainly  intimates,  that 
y  Charity  it  felf  will  not  allow  us  to  aljbciate 
'^and  unite  with  thofe  whofe  Dodrinesfap  the 
^;  foundation  of  the  Chriftian  Religion.    Chari^ 
ty  cannot  rejoice  in  Iniquity  or  Faljhood^  but  it 
.  rejoiceth  alone  in  the  Truth* 
f     But  here  I  would  not  be  mifunderftood. 
Chriftians   may  differ  in   their  Notions  and 
Opinions  about  thofe  Matters   that  are  Jefs    .^  ?  .» 
clearly  reveaPd^   or  that  are  indifferent  in  their 
own  nature.     Yet  this  may  be  without  di- 
viding in  our  AfTeftions,  or  making  any  breach 
in  our  Chriftian  Communion.     Why  ftiould 
our  different  Apprehenfions  in   lefler    Mat- 
-  terS|  abate  our  mutual  refp^s  ?  fince  God     .,io.i 
e*.^'-\.  U  4  lovea 
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loves  a  fincere  Chriftian,  tho  he  be  wcak^  and 
knows  not  the  extent  of  his  Liberty.  And  if 
he  receives  fuch  a  one,  why  Ihould  not  thofe 
that  are  ftrong  in  the  Faith  receive  him  alfo, 
and  exercife  that  Love  and  Charity  towards 
him,which  is  due  to  all  tlie  Members  of  Chrift's 
myfticalBody?  -.: :.  i  driT  .: 

Indeed  as  formerly  there  was  to  fixing 
J)agon  and  the  Ark  together^  fo  can  there 
not  be  any  agreement  now  between  the  Tem- 
ple of  God  and  Idols.  Whatever  Principle 
in  Religion  ftrikes  at  the  Foundation,  it  for- 
bids our  Union  with  thofe  that  patronize  it ; 
for  fo  far  as  we  unite  with  fuch,  we  coun- 
tenance Error  and  betray  the  Truth.  Tis 
« 2  Kings  remarkable,  that  the  ^  Jews  in  Ez.ras  time 
i7.33.com^  would  not  afTociatc  with  the  Samaritansj  be- 
ZzX^^^cank  (tho  they  pretended  to  fear  the  Lord) 
they  took  the  unwarrantable  liberty  of  /er- 
vwg  their  own  Gods.  'Tis  equally  unreafon- 
able  and  criminal  for  thofe  who  adhere  to  the 
BoEhrine  according  to  Godlinefsj  to  coalefce  with 
thofe  that  are  corrupted  with  damnable  He^ 
refiesy  that  deny  the  Lord  that  bought  Vw>  and 
that  teach  for  DoBrines  the  Commandments  of 
Men.  I  grant  that  our  Charity  ought  not 
to  be  confin'd  to  a  Party  which  concurs  ex- 
aftly  with  us  in  all  things  j  yet  the  Limits 
fix'd  by  the  Apoftle  fhould  bound  us  with 
refpeft  to  our  Communion,  where  People  ac- 
Eph,  4,5-.     knowledg  One  Lordj  one  Faithj  one  Baptifm. 

S-  That  Peace  and  Union  we  are  to  purfuc, 
muft  be  conliftent  with  Order  and  DiftinAion. 
The  Peace  which  the  Apoftle  recommends  to 
the  Children  of  God,  is  not  defign'd  to  de- 
ftroythc  Government  he  has  fix'd  in  his 
iCor,i4.33.  Church  :    For  God  is  not  the  jiuthot  of  Confn^ 
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fiony  hut  of  Peace^  as  in  all  the  Churches  of  the 
Saints.     la    the  Churches    of    Chrift,    fome 
have   greater  and  fome   leflTer  Gifts  v    fome         / 
have  larger    and  others  fmaller   meafures  of 
Grace:  which  Variety  truly  fubferves  the  In- 
tereft  of  the  whole,  as  does  the  juft  diftinftion 
of  Publick    Officers    and    Private  Members. 
Now  the  Union   and  Peace  which  the  Text 
reconimends,  is  not  intended  to  deftroy  this 
Diftinftion  and  Order-    There  is  an  admira- 
ble Union  in  the  natural  Body,  wherein  the 
Eye  is  ferviceable   to   the   Ear,    the  Ear  tp 
the  Eye,  the  Hand   to  the  Foot,   the  Foot 
to  the  Hand,    without  invading  each  others 
Offices.     Care  indeed  ought  to  be  taken,  that 
the  Privileges  of  the  Church  may    be  fecured, 
and  yet  that  the  Power  of  the  Paftor  be  not 
infringed  -,   and  when  'tis  thus,  they  mutually 
ftrengthen   and  affift  each   other.     'Tis   the 
Work  of  an  Elder,    not  only  to   feed  but 
to  govern.    And  agreeably  hereunto,  the  Au- 
thor to  the  Hebrews    gives  direftion   to  the 
governed  concerning  their  deportment  and  be- 
haviour: Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  ^ver  you^  mh.i^^ij* 
and  fubmit  your  felves ',  for  they  watch  for  your 
SouUy    as  they  that   muft  give  an  account^    that 
they  may  do  it  with  Joy^  and  not  with  Grief  \  for 
that  is  unprofitable  for  you.     The  Government 
which   an  Evangelical  Paftor   is  to  exercife, 
muft  not  be  defpotick  and  arbitrary,  but  the 
Church  muft  be  governed  with  her  own  con- 
fent:  'Tis  not  a  ftately  Domination,    or  im-  'X'  •*l 
perious  Sway,    but  a  ruling   by  meek   Per- 
.fuafion,    agreeable  to  the  Rules  exhibited  in 
Divine  Revelation.    What  tho  ordainM  Mi- 
*nifters  are  called  Bijhops  or  Overfeers  in  theiCor.i.t^; 
NcwTeftament,  yet  they  ar^  not  to  hrd  it 
^awHiLn  '  over 
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over  the  People's  Faith,  bat  to  aft  as  Helpers 
of  their  Joy.  And  in  what  facred  Society 
foever  there  is  a  ftrift  regard  had  to  the 
Order  and  Diftinftion  Chrift  hath  fix'd  in  it, 
there  will  be  mutual  Endearments  betwixt  the 
Officers  and  private  Members  j  which  will  lay 
a  Foundation  for  a  lafting  Union.  But  where 
the  Order  of  Chrift  is  inverted,  and  the  Dif- 
tinction  he  has  made  betwixt  the  Officers  and 
People  confounded,  and  both  brought  upon 
the  fame  Level,  fuch  lie  expos'd  to  all  the 
Miferies  of  Anarchy  -,  for  People  then  will 
aft  as  did  the  Children  of  Jfrael  when  with- 
out a  King:  Every  Man  did  tjiat  Sifhigli  wiSi 
right  in  his  own  fiyes.      3dL..     -hT    .ii5:>f^iO 

I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  general  Head, 
which  is,  to  fliew  you  how  reafonable  'tis 
to  purfue  fuch  a  Union  and  Peace  as  I  have 
ftated. 

I.  It  will  appear  tp  be  Jiighly  reafonabJe 
that  we  purfue  Union  and  peac^,  if  we  coa- 
fider  what  Authority  has  enjoin'd  it :  And 
i.^iX^  that  is  no  lefs  than  His,  who  js  King  of  Kings, 
and  Lord  of  Lords.  ISlow  where  the  Word 
of  a  King  is,  |:he  Wife-Man  f^ys,  there  is 
Power.  And  bow  great  Authority  accompa- 
nies the  Command  of  him  that  is  Head  of 
all  Priocipalif  ies  mi  Piowers,  who  having  al*? 
ways  lain  ifl  the  Bofbm  of  the  Father,  mult 
neceflarily  be  acquainted  with  his  Will  ?   Ob- 

johni^.i::.  %vf  With  what  Maj^fty  Jbe  fpeaksj  This  U 
my  Commandmenty  th^tryo^lpve  one  ^npther^  as 
J  have  loved  you.  At  tjhe  i^th  Verfe  alfo, 
Thefi  things  I  command  you^    that  yon  -love  o^e 

,^ohfi  j^^ij^.  aTj other*    Again,    A  new  Commandment  give  if 

unto  yov^  that  you  love  one  anofhtr*    ThisCo.njr 

iwvj  "^  mandment 
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mandtnent  is  not  abfolutely  new  •,  for  we  find 
that  to  love  our  Neighbour  as  our  felvesj  was  en- 
join'd  under  the  Mofaick  Oeconomy,  and  was 
indeed  a  main  Precept  of  the  Law  of  Nature. 
Yet  this  Command  may  befaid  to  be  new,  as 
'tis  enlarged  both  with  refpeft  to  the  Objeft, 
(wc  being  oblig'd  to  love  all  Men,  even  our  very 
Enemies)  and  in  regard  of  the  intenfenefs 
thereof  J  for  the  Exprefllons  of  our  Love  mufl: 
run  higher,  being  requir'd  on  fome  occafions 
to  lay  down  our  Lives  for  the  Brethren.  Fi- 
nally, this  Command  is  not  only  inculcated 
with  greater  frequency  than  formerly,  but 
prefs'd  upon  us  from  the  bright  Example  of  our 
BlefTed  Saviour  ^  which  is  certainly  a  new  Mo- 
tive affix'd  to  this  Precept,  for  which,  no  doubt, 
among  other  things,  'tis  call'd  a  new  Command- 
ment- 

Islow  furely  'tis  the  mofl;  reafonable  thing 
in  the  world  that  we  fhould  obey  the  Son  of 
God,  and  fubmit  to  his  Authority,  who  has 
not  only  made  us,  but  redeemed  us ;  not  only 
purchased  us  with  his  Blood,  but  renew'd  us 
by  his  Spirit,  if  wc  are  real  Chriftians.  And 
if  the  Authority  of  Him  who  has  a  right  in  us 
by  Nature^  by  Purchafe,  by  Conqueft,  and  by 
Contraft,  will  not  faftea  this  Precept  on  our 
Confciences  ^  1  know  not  what  will :  efpecially 
confidering  that  the  time  he  gave  this  in  charge, 
was  when  he  was  juft  ready  to  take  his  leave 
of  his  Difciples,  and  drew  near  to  the  laft  Scene 
of  hi$  Suf^rings  and  Sorrows^  fo  that  this 
Command  may  be  lookM  on  as  a  part  of  his  laft 
Will  andTeftament,  and  what  he  pronounc'd 
as  'twere  with  his  dying  Breath.  Now  as  we 
•generally  take  the  ftrifteft  notice  of  the  words 
of  a  dying  Friend^  how  much  more  Ihould  we 
r^  ■  ''be 
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bemov'dby  the  words  of  a  dying  Saviour '^  one 
who  when  he  came  into  this  World  bhought 
Peace  with  him,  and  when  he  went  out  of  it 
left  Peace  behind  him  ! 

It  has  been  often  remark'd,  that  our  Saviour 
chofe  to  be  born  in  the  moft  quiet  and  peaceful 
'  State  of  the  Roman  Empire^  when  Augufimy 
in  token  of  an  Univerfal  Peace,  had  (hat  up  the 
Myftical  Gates  of  Janm  his  Temple  ^.  And 
we  are  fnform'd  by  Divine  Revelation,  that  the 
Heavenly  Choir  that  fung  at  our  Saviour's  Na- 
tivity, tun'd  their  melodious  Voices  to  the  fofc 
Airs  of  Divine  Love,  and  warbled  out  Peace 
en  Earthy  and  Good-Will towards  Men,  And  the 
BlefTed  Jcfus  himfelf,  a  little  before  his  exit^  be- 
queaths Peace  as  his  Legacy  to  his  Difciples : 
Peace  I  leave  mth  you^  my  Peace  I  give  unto  you. 
Tbo  this  Peace  may  principally  refer  to  the 
great  Gofpel-Blefling  of  Reconciliation  with 
God  i  yet  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  comprehends 
alfo  the  Peace  we  have  been  treating  of. 

But  fome  may  be  ready  to  fay.  How  is  this 
confiftent  with  what  our  Saviour  affirms  elfe- 
where,  when  he  declares.  He  was  not,  come  to 
fend  Peace  on  Earthy  but  a  Sword  ? 

1  anfwer.  We  arc  not  to  underftand  it  as  if 
he  fpoke  of  the  natural  tendency  of  the  Doc- 
trines of  his  Holy  Religion,  but  of  the  acciden- 
tal Event  of  them  thro  the  malice  and  perverfe- 
nefs  of  Men.  Therefore  'tis  obfervable,  that 
in  the  whole  of  our  Saviour's  Conduft  he  did 
difcountenance  every  thing  that  had  the  ap- 


'  *  the  Romans  were  the  moft  rear  like  People  in  the  World  i  fo 
that  in  fcven  Centuries  that  had  elaps'd  before  the  Incarnation 
'of  our  Saviour y  they  enjoyed  no  more  than  two  years  Peace ,  wUich 
tnakes  it  the  more  remarkable  th^t  our  Saviour  fiq^ld  be  born  in 
ihe  time  of  4  Vniverfal  Pe4<^e, 
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pearance  of  Ill-Nature  and  Revenge^  and  re- 
commeaded  the  praaice  of  that  Religion  which 
is  both  fure  and  feaceabh :   A  Religion  that 
raifesthe  exercifes  of  Love  to  the  higheft  pitch  ! 
It  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  in  the  Books  that 
were  written  by  the  Philofophers  of  Greece  and 
liome^  there  are  fome  excellent  Rules  of  Mora- 
lity.    Yet  the  beft  of  thofe  Heathen  Moralifts 
did  frequently  affirm.    That  ^  Revenge  was 
fweeter  than  Life  it  felf,   and  did  not  only 
allow  but  recommend  the  praftice  of  it ;   af- 
firming, that  not  to  revenge  a  Wrongs  is  an  Ar- 
gument of  Fear  and  Sloth^  of  an  unmanly  and  de* 
generous  Mind:   which  is  direftly  oppofite,  as 
any  thing  can  be,  to  the  Genius  and  Spirit  of 
Chriftianity.     For   no  Inftitution  of  Life  did 
ever  recommend  Peace  and  Charity  with  fo 
peculiar  a  force  of  Expreffion,  and  fuch  a  ve- 
hemence of  Stile,  as  the  Chriftian  Revelatioa 
does.     Let  us  therefore  attend  to  what  is  re- 
quir'd  by  the  Head  and  Founder  of  our  Reli- 
gion :    But   I  fay  unto  youy  Love  your  Enemies^  Mat^f.^ 
blefs  them  that  curfe  you^    do  good  to  them  that 
hate  yoUy    and  fray  for  them  that  defpitefully  vfe 
and  perfecute  you*    Now  fince  we  are  bound  by 
the  Authority  of  the  Son  of  God  to  love  all 
Men,  even  our  very  Enemies,  how  much  ftron- 
ger  is  the  Obligation  upon  us  to  love  all  Chrif- 
tians,  and  to  follow  the  things  that  make  for 
Peace,  with  all  thofe  that  are  nearly  allied  to 
the  Prince  of  Peace  ? 

2,  The  Reafonablenefs  of  following  the  things 
that  make  for  Peace^  will  farther  appear,  if 
we  confider  what  Examples  there  are  in  Scrip* 


•  Ariftoclc  4ni  Cicero, 

turc 
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tare  to  enforce  fuch  an  Exhortation,     Altho 
the  Commands  of  an  Incarnate  GodQ^Lvvy  with 
them  an  Authority  to  a  Man's  Confcience,  yet 
when  reduc'd  to  pra^ice,  as  in  the  Example  of 
good  Men,  they  (how  that  the  Duties  enjoin'd 
are  not  only  reafonable,  but  pradicable.     The 
Command  enlightens  the  Underftanding,  buX 
'tis  Example  that  attrafts  the  Will  and   Af- 
feQions.     The  Authority  of  Chrift  in  the  Pre- 
cept awes  the  Confcience,  but  an  agreeable  Ex- 
ample quickens  the  motion  of  the  Soul,   and 
promotes  an  intire  conformity.     Now  to  en- 
gage us  in  the  purfuit  of  Peace,  we  have  the 
Examples  of  the  beft  Men  in  every  Age  of  the 
Church.     2SJehemiah  had  fo  great  a  reggrd  to 
the  Union  and  Peace  of  the  Church,  that  he 
could  not  be  eafy  with  all  the  Pleafures  of  the 
Perfian  Court,    while  Jerufalem  was  defolate, 
Nchem.  1.  and  her  Walls  broken  down^  but  he  fit  down 
^'  *•  and  wept^  and  mourned  certain  daysj  and  fafiid 

and  frayed  before  the  God  of  Heaven, 

Nothing  lay  nearer  the  heart  of  the  Divine 
Pfalmift,  than  the  Good  of  the  Church,  as  ap- 
pears by  thofc  warm  and  moving  Expreffions : 
pfah  1^7.    jf  I  f^^g^^  fh^^^  o  Jerufalem,  let  my  right  hand 
forget  htr  awning.     If  I  do  not  rememter  thee^ 
let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth  :  if  I 
f  refer  not  Jerufalem  above  my  chief  joy*     And 
^rai.u2.    in 'another  Pfalm,  Fray  for  the  Peace  of  Jevu^ 
falem  ^  they  jhatt froffer  that  love  thee.     Peace  he 
within  thy  walls^  and  profperity  fpithin  thy  palaces. 
For  my  brethren  and  companions  fakes^  I  mil  now 
fay^    Peace  be  mthin    thee-     And  in  the   New 
Teftament  what  a  bright  Example  was  the  A- 
poftle  Paul^  and  how  frequently  did  he  incul- 
cate  Charity  in  his  Difcourfes,  and  recommend! 
1  Cor. 1, 10. it  in  his  Life?    Now  I  befeech  you^  brethren^  by 
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the  name   cf  our   Lord  Jefm  Chrifi^  that  you  all 
/peak  the  fame  things  and  that  there  be  no  divifi&n 
among  you  ^  and  that  you  be  perfeBly  joined  toge^ 
ther  in  the  fame  mind,  and  in  the  fame  judgment* 
And  how  forcible  are  thofe  Expreflions  of  th^ 
fame  Apoftle  to  the  PhiUppans  i  If  there  be  there*  Phli,  1. 1,2. 
fore  any  confolation  in  Chrifl,   if  any  comfort  of 
Love,  if  any  feliowjhip  of  the  Spirit,  if  any  bowels  • 
and  mercies  *j   fulfill  ye  my  joy^  that  you  be  like* 
minded^  having  the  fame  love,  being  of  one  accord j 
ef  one  mind*  And  elfewhere,  fays  this  Apoftle  of 
the  Gentiles  ;    Jf  any  man  have  a  mind  to  be  con- 
tentiomy  we  have  no  fuch  cuftom^  nor  the  Churches 
of  Cod.    Now  what  this  excellent  Perfon  had 
inculcated  in  his  Difcourfes,  he  did  admirably 
exemplify    in   his   Life  ^   denying  himfelf  in 
things  that  were  lawful,   that  he  might  not 
fcandalize  the  Weak  ,  and  tho  free  from  all 
men,  yet  he  made  himfelf  a  Servant  to  all,  that 
he  might  win  the  more,  and  maintain  the  Vnity 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  Bond  of  Peace. 

But  let  us  turn  our  Eyes  from  the  Servant, 
to  the  brighter  Example  of  his  Lord.  The 
Servant  indeed  did  ftiine  with  the  luftre  of  a 
Star,  but  the  Example  of  his  and  our  Lord 
with  a  brightnefs  like  the  Sun,  that  Globe  of 
Fire  that  heats  as  well  ase  nlighcens  the  World. 
Chrift's  Example  is  proper  to  direft  and  per- 
fuade,  to  guide  and  move  the  Soul.  IValk  in^p^.s.  u 
love,  as  Chrifi  hath  loved  us  :  A  ad  fee  that  ye  love  l^^^  ^h  3*- 
one  another^  as  I  have  loved  you.  Here's  the 
molt  per  fed  E)^ample  placed  in  our  view,  and 
recommended  to  our  imitation  •,  'tis  the  Exam- 
ple of  Him  who  is  Love  it  felf,  who  was  un-i  john- 
wearied  in  doing  good,  even  for  thofe  that  cen- 
fur'd  his  Goodnefs,  and  abus'd  his  Kindnefs, 
fattening  upon  him  Names  of  Reproach,  in 
r^*''- '  retura 
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retarn  for  his  Benefits :  yM  none  of  theie things 
did  difcourage  his  Progrefs^  for  he  conft^ntly 
rendered  Good  for  Evil )  and  Ihow'd  a  greac 
deal  more  kindnefs  to  his  inveterate  Enemies, 
than  others  do  to  their  bell  Friends:  For  when 
we  were  without  ftrerigthj  in  due  time  Chrifi  died 
for  the  ungodly.  O  how  did  he  bear  the  con* 
tradidion  of  Sinners  againft  himfelf,  and  when 
rcvil'd,  openM  not  his  month,  unlefs  to  inftrud 
them  or  pray  for  them  \  and  that  he  did  even 
in  the  midft  of  his  Agony  !  Father^  forgive  them^ 
for  they  know  not  what  they  do.  If  Chrift  had  fo 
mnch  love  for  his  Enemies,  furely  it  becomes 
us  who  pretend  to  be  his  Difciples,  to  love  one 
another  with  fure  hearts  fervently.  Did  our 
Lord  while  on  Earth  recommend  Union  among 
his  Friends  and  Followers,  by  his  Example  as 
well  as  his  Command  ?  furely  'tis  highly  rea- 
fbnable  that  we  who  claim  an  Alliance  with  this 
Prince  of  Peace,  Ihould  with  a  flaming,  but  re- 
gular Zeal,  fottow  the  things  that  make  for  Peace. 
And  this  leads  to  the 

3d  Reafon,  which  (hall  be  drawn  from  the 
firi£l  Relation  there  is  betwixt  all  thofe  that  are 
the  Children  of  God.  jiB  men  naturally  are  of 
Kin^  and  Friends  to  each  other^  fays  an  antient 
Fhilofopher.  And  a  more  excellent  Perfon 
than  he,  aflures  us  that  God  hath  made  of  one 
Blood  all  Nations  of  Men  to  dwell  on  the  face  of 
the  Earth.  **  There  is  (as  a  great  Man  ob- 
^^  ferves)  an  efiential  Relation  as  well  as  Like'- 
^^  nefs  between  one  Man  and  another,  which 
*'  nothing  can  ever  diflblve,  becaufe'tis  found- 
**  ed  in  that  which  no  man  can  divelt  himfelf 
"  of  in  human  NatureP  By  this  we  are  brought 
under  an  obligation  to  love  all  Mankind.  Kow 
our  being  brought  into  a  nearer  and  nobler 

ReUtiont 
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kctation,  does  not  Icflen  bat  very  much  in^ 
^rcafe  our  Obligation  to  love  one  another,    illl 
^he  Children  of  God  are  juftifif  d  by  the  fame 
JUghteoufnefs  .V  Tfee  Rightcoufnefs  of  Chrift  is 
imto  all^  and  upon  all  that  believe^  and  there  is  no 
difference^    And  fo  for  Sandtificatian,  all  true 
Chriftians  are  purified  and  influenced  by  the 
iame  Spirit :   And  confequently  the  Relation 
between  one  Cbriftian  and  another  muft  be 
more  intimate  and  near,  than  what  is  barely 
b^tv^cjen  one  Man  and  another,  tho  allied  by 
Affioity  or  Blood.    My  own  Brother  accord- 
ing to  the  Flefli,  isnearof  kinto jne,  tho  the 
Soul  that  animates  his  Body  is/diftiad  from 
mine ;   but  if  I  am  a  true  Believer,    aod,  a- 
dopted  into  the  Family  of  Heaven,  I  am  in- 
fluenced by  the  fame  Spirit  as  are  ail  the  JEiouf- 
hold  of  Faith.    Some  Philofoph^rs  have  argued- 
in  favour  of  an  Vniverfal  JntelleB^  fiippofing 
that  there  was  a  general  Soul  which  did  aSluate  the 
whole  Frame  of  Nature.     But  waviog  any  DiC- 
pote  about  that  Principle,  this  we  are  affured 
of  by  Divine  Revelation,  viz,.  That  all  who  arp 
under  the  Bonds  of  the  Everlafting  Covenaftt^ 
are  animated  by  one  and  the  fame  Spirit :  For 
if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  ofCbrifi^  he  is  none  roiq.  8  «* 
4  his.    And  the  Apoftle,  fpeaking  of  Chrift's 
being  Head  of  the  Churchy  ^ys.  From  whm  the 
whtdjt  Body  fitly  joined  together^  and  comfaEled  by^ 
that  which  every  joint  fupfUcth^  according  to  the 
effeilual  working  jtf   the  me  a  fur  e  of.  every  pan-, 
maketh  encreafe  of  the  Body  unto  the  edifying  tp 
felf  in  love.    Now  jf  any  Perfons  in  the  World 
have  reafon  ta  pucfue  the  things  that  mlake  idt  ^ 

Peace,  certainly  we  have,  whpprofefs  to  be 
iHKler  the  influence  of  the  fame  lund  and  good 
^irit. ,  If  we  are  to  follow  Peace  with  all  Men, 

X  becaufe 
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bccaufe  Brethren  in  a  large  fenfc,  as  defcending 
"from  the  fame  Original,  how  much  more 
fliould  we  endeavour  after  it  with  thofe  that 
have  a  nearer,  higher,  and  nobler  alliance  to 
us  •,  who  profefs  the  famje  Religion,  are  Chil- 
dren of  the  fame  Father,  Members  of  the  fame 
myftical  Body,  Temples  of  the  fame  Holy 
Spirit,  retained  in  the  Service  of  the  fame 
Matter,  Subjeds  of  the  fame  Prince,  influenced 
by  the  fame  Hope,  carryirtg  on  the  fame  great 
Ends  and-Defigns,  under  the  encouragement  of 
the  fame  Promifes,  and  as  being  Heirs  of  the 
•feme  Kingdom  and  Glory :  I  fay,  how  rea- 
fonable  is  it,  that  we  that  are  under  fb  many 
jacred  ^nd  endearing  Ties,  flioold  live  in 
Peace,  and  follow  the  things  that  may  molt 
promote  it? 

*  4.  The  Reafonablenefs  of  this  Duty  will  fur- 
ther appear,  if  we  confider  the  conftant  and 
unwearied  endeavour  of  Satan  and  wicked  Men 
to  break  the  Peace  of  the  Church.  'Tis  hardly 
to  be  exprefs'd  what  induftry  is  us*d  by  the  ma- 
lignant Spirits  of  ilarknefs,  and  the  various 
Inttruments  under  their  influence,  to  break  the 
Union  and  difturb  the  Peace  of  the  Church : 
fom^times  by  promoting  the  difcuICon  of  un- 
profitable Questions,  and  the  warm  m^ge- 
meat  of  tmneceffary  Difputes  j  at  other  times 
by  raifing  and  fomenting  Jiealoufies  among 
Gbrifti^ns  one  of  another.  Sometimes  wicked 
men  put  on  a  Mask  of  ReligiQn,  and  fo  get  in- 
to facred  Societies,  on  purpofeto  fowdifcord 
among  Brethren. 

:  5.  We  ought  to  follow  the  things  that  make 
for  Peaccv  becaufe  of  the  great  advantages  that 
v^iU  enfiie  thereupon. 
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(i.)  Bypurfuing  of  Unity  and  Concord,  we 
fliall  gain  a  great  deal  of  true  and  folid  Pleafure. 
The  firft  views  we  take  of  Charity  in  its  exer* 
cife,  and  the  tendency  that  generous  Principles 
and  Aftions  have  towards  Union  and  Peace, 
without  any  long  refieftion,  are  fecretly  ap- 
prov'd  by  us,  and  occa(ion  in  us  a  real  and  ratio- 
nal Pleafure.  We  cannot  but  be  fatisfied  and  de- 
lighted with  the  Exercifes  of  Charity,  unlefs 
our  Powers 'are  greatly  deprav'd  and  vitiated. 

A  Man  that  has  a  clear  Eye  or  a  good  Ear, 
cannot  but  be  pleas'd  with  Beauty  and  Har-  * 

mony.  Man  was  made  for  Society,  and  natu- 
rally abhors  Solitude;  Infinite  Wifdom  thought 
it  not  good  for  him  to  be  alone,  even  in  a  ftate 
of  Innocence  \  Paradifc  ic  felf  was  rendered 
more  pleafant  by  mutual  Converfe:  and  no 
doubt  but  it  will  be  a  pare  of  the  happinefs  of 
Heaven,  that  we  fhall  be  favoured  with  the 
agreeable  Society  of  the  Angels,  and  the  Spi- 
rits of  juft:  Men  made  perfeft  •,  whofe  Love  to 
God  is  always  ardent,  and  whofe  ujiited  En- 
deavours to  advance  the  Divine  Glory,  will  oc- 
cafion  a  true  and  a  lafting  Pleafure  to  fpring  up 
in  their  Minds. 

While  we  live  in  the  exercife  of  Love, 
which  is  the  fofteft  and  fweeteft  of  all  the 
FalTions,  we  free  our  felves  from  thofe  things 
that  are  unruly  and  troublefom,  difquieting 
and  tormenting^  our  Minds  are  calm  and 
chearful,  ferene  and  pleafant ;  and  every  re- 
flexion we  make  upon  what  is  paft,  iacreaies 
our  Pleafure,  fo  that  this  Duty  carries  with  it 
its  own  Reward. 

I  know 'tis  commonly  faid,  that  Revenge  is 

fweet :  but  I  am  fure,  thalf  to  a  Man  of  a  great 

and  generous  Soul,  the  exercifes  of  Charity  will 

X  a  .,   ^give 
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give  a  truer  gult  of  real  Pleafurc.  For  there  is 
no  man  that  meditates  Revenge,  but  he  has  a 
thoufand  unquiet  Agitations  in  his  breaft  i  and 
when  he  begins  to  cool,  and  ferioufly  confider, 
he  is  angry  with  bimfelf  and  alham'd  of  his 
Folly:  whereas  there  is  no  torment  in  Love^  as 
the  Apoftle  obferves,  but  it  produces  a  real 
and  a  fublimated  Pleafure.  He  that  follows 
the  things  that  make  for  Peace,  has  the  tefti- 
mony  of  a  good  Confcience  in  favour  of  his 
Adions,  as  well  as  the  approbation  of  all  wife 
and  g^od  Men  i  but  that  which  is  more  thai^ 
all,  he  has  the  favour  of  God,  and  fhall  have 
the  honour  of  being  numbered  with  his  Chil- 

M«,  ;.  5-  dren.     Blejfed  are  the  Peace-makers^  for  they  fi)all 
be  call'd  the  Children  of  God* 

Union  and  Agreement  (fays  one)  is  the 
Soul  of  the  Univerfe,  the  Ornament  of  Hea- 
ven and  Earth,    the  Life  and  Joy  of   both 

KaJ.  153. r.  Worlds.  Behold  (fays  the  Pfalmift)  how  good 
md  how  flcafant  it  is  for  Brethren  to  dwell  toge^ 
ther  in  Vnity!  If  the  Agreement  of  others  gives 
Hs  fo  charming  a  view,  what  an  exalted  Plea- 
fure mult  they  feel  that  are  of  one  Heart  and 
one  Way  !  Indeed  that  Chriftian,  whofe  na-' 
tural  temper  is  none  of  the  beft,  will  find  the 
Exercifes  of  Charity  forae what  difficult  at  firft : 
which  an  ingenious  Modern  does  illuftrate 
thus.  'Ti$  (^ys  he)  like  a  Man  that  has  fome 
acquaintance  with  Geometry  i  if  he  does  but 
juft  caft  his  eye  upon  a  fubdl  Theorem,  it  feems 
perplex'd  and  difficult  i  but  if  he  begins  at  the 
fimplc  Principles,  and  fo  advances  by  degrees 
through  the  intermediate  Propofitions,  he  will 
with  eafe  attain  a  Demonftration  of  it.  So  if 
a  Chriftian  follow  the  things  that  make  fbi? 
Peace,  ajid  is  found  in  the  exercife  of  thofe 
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Graces  that  have  a  tendency  to  promote  Union 
and  a  good  Correfpondence,  he  will  lofe  his 
Prejudices  by  degrees,  which  he  had  imbib'd 
againft  the  poffibility  and  prafticablenefs  of 
this  Daty,  and  begin  to  have  a  relifh  of  the 
molt  agreeable  Pleafure. 

(2.)  Another  Advantage  that  attends  the 
praftice  of  the  Duty  I  am  recommending,  is, 
that  it  will  be  for  the  fecurity  and  defence  of 
the  Church.  The  bleflfed  Jefus  indeed  is  the 
Rock  on  which  the  Church  is  built,  and  the 
Hcadhy  which  {he  is  influenc'd  and  governed  : 
yet  without  detrafting  from  the  honour  of  our 
Lord,  we  may  fay,  that  Union  between  her 
feveral  Members  is  her  fubordinate  Strength 
and  Safety.  The  Apoltle,  after  he  had  recom- 
mended to  the  Colojjlam  the  praSice  of  vari- 
ous important  Duties,  adds.  And  above  all  thefe 
things  fut  on  Charity^  which  is  the  *  B/ind  cf 
perfeBffefs^  or  a  ferfeB  Bond*  And  let  the  Peace 
of  God  rule  in  your  hearts^  to  the  which  slfo  you 
are  called  in  one  Body  \  and  he  ye  thankful.  ^  Q-J^^ 
Charity  is  the  molt  excellent  Grace  in  it Telf, 
and  the  moft  beneficial  in  its  Exercifes  v  it  will 
not  only  be  ornamental  to  your  Profeffion  of 
Chriftianity^  but  the  Cement  of  the  Church, 
and  fo  will  defend  you  againft  a;  great  many 
Evils  to  which  you  would  be  otherwife  ex- 
posed. . 

All  the  Perfecutions  that  have  fallen  on  the 
Churches  of  Chrift,  have  not  weakened  them 
half  fo  much  as  the  Divifions  of  their  own 
Members.    Where  there  is  Strife  and  Conten- 


j! ;  ^'^vJ^pJ^  f^nSfies  f9ch  aBbndtaS  unites  different  Things 
f^r^erfins  together,  fobpcb  maker  it  wrfMj  ri^f  w4fo/t/c  is  ffetkin^ 
jf  rtiif  Ch«tr}ty  'vQt  owe  r«  P»C  Another^ 
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tion,  Difcord  and  Animofity  in  a  Society,  it 
foon  loofens  and  weakens  the  Bands  that  hold 
it  together.  How  have  the  moft  flourifhing 
Churches,  as  well  as  Kingdoms,  been  deftroy'd 
by  their  own  Diflenfions !  When  Jerufalem 
wasbefieg'd  by  Titus  Fefpafian^  all  his  battering 
Rams  did  not  half  fo  much  mifchief  to  the  Jews, 
as  the  Divifionsoccafion'd  among  them  by  their 
fiery  Zealots,  who  provok'd  them  to  deftroy 
one  another.  The  rage  and  violence  of  Ene- 
mies cannot  do  fo  much  injury  to  Sacred  So- 
cieties as  their  own  Members,  when  they  give 
a  loofe  to  their  indecent  PafTions  •,  which  wea- 
ken their  Hands,  and  divide  their  Strength^ 
and  have  a  direft  tendency  to  diflblve  and 
break  them  in  pieces.  And  fo  much  the  Apo- 
ftle  intimates'  in  that  excellent  Caution  he 
gives  the  GaUtUns  \  But  if  you  bite  and  devour 
ione  another  (fays  he)  ta%t  heed  ye  be  not  con* 
fum'd  one  of  another*  'Tis  Union,  and  a  good 
Correfpondence,  that  muft  make  us  ftedfaft 
andunmovablei  for  our  Blefled  Saviour  hath 
afTured  us,  that  a  Kingdom  divided  againji  it 
fdf  cannot  fiand.  Where  all  the  Members  of 
a  ChuifCh  are  united  as  one  Man,  they  are  ih 
an  excellent  pofture  of  defence;  but  when 
they  are  toOcd  about  with  every  wind  of  Doc- 
trine, and  begin  to  promote  Parties  and  Fac* 
tions,  they  prefently  become  an  eafy  Prey  to 
thofe  that  lie  in  wait  to  deceive. 
pccuf^.!!.  ^  fingle  Thred  is  foonfnapt  afcnderv  but 
*  as  the  wife  Man  obferves,  a  threefold  Cord  is 
not  quickly  broken.  'Tis  Union  and  Order  that 
render  men  capable  of  making  a  vigorous  de- 
fence, and  that  raife  them  above  the  fears  of 
an  Enemy,  that  are  fuperior  in  Number,  but 
ftrangers  to  Difciplijie  and  Agreement.   When 
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a  ciiurch  of  Chrift  maintains  the  Unity  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  Bond  of  Peace,  flie  is  not  only 
fair  as  the  Moon,  and  clear  as  the  Sun,  but 
terrible  as  an  Army  with  Banners.  How  rea- 
fonable  therefore  is  it  that  we  purfue  the  things 
that  make  for  Peace-,  that  we  *  facrlfice  all 
private  Animofties  a»d  Difvords  to  the  Pubhck 
Goody  than  which  nothing  can  more  contri- 
bute to  our  lafting  Settlement,  fo  as  to  render 
us  fir m  a  nd  unlhaken  as  a  Rock. 

(3)  The  purfuitof  Peace  and  Union  will  re- 
commend our  Holy  Religion,  and  bring   Ho- 
nour to  Jefus  the  Head  of  it.    'Tis  very  re- 
markable, that  when  our  Blefled  Saviour  had 
pray'd  for  the  Union  of  his  People,  he  pleads 
this  Argument  with  his  Fat.her,  Let  them  be  oney  ]°h.  17.  "• 
that  the  World  may  believe  that  ihouhafi  fern  me. 
Aeain,  Let  themhe  perfea  in  one,  that  the  World  v^r.  xp 
may  know  that  thou  'hafi  fcnt  me,      Kow  that 
which  does  any  way  prove  or  illultrate  Chrilt  s 
coming  forth  from  the  Father,  is  proper  to 
recommend  Chrittianity  to  the  World ;  and  the 
Vnion  ofChriftiamy  in  the  judgment  of  our  Sa- 
viour, is  proper  for  this  end.     When  we  follow 
the  thims  that  make  for  Peace,  we  adorn  that 
Ho'y  Religion  we  profcfs,  as  well  as  evidence, 
to  the  World  that  we  belong  to  that  Jefus  who 
isthePrinfceofPeace:  By  ffc»V  (fays  our  Savi-. 
our'i  (hall  all  menlnow  that  you  are  my  Bifctfles^ 
if  vou  love  one  another.    Love  is  the  diftinguifh- 
iQR  Badg,  the  difcriminating  Mark  of  a  true 
Pifciple  of  Jefus.    The  Difciples  of  other  Intti- 
tutions  among  the  Jews,  as  well  as  Heathens, 
afed  to  diftingoifli  themfelves  by  fome  pecu-, 

:..Oon'.tefn;ml«W«Jt*lN »«;/*'  *AJV«'>/-?»  *nfitntl^ 
m^f»  tbtftfnrify  •/  '^'t  "^i*  **'-*  1|-|. 
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liar  Opinion,  or  flngular  Habit,  or  flight 
Ceremony.  But  our  Lord  fixes  on  fomething 
that  is  molt  excellent  in  it  fclf,  and  ufeful  to 
others,  as  the  diftinguilhirig  Charafter  of  his 
Difciples,  viz.*  Love  \  which,  as  one  well  ex- 
prefTes  it,  is  the  moft  hum^n^  and  the  moft  di- 
vine Quality  of  which  we  are  capable. 

Now  what  a  ret>roach  is  it  to  Chriflianity, 
v?hen  fuch  as  call  themfelves  the  Difciples  of 
the  Prince  of  Peace,  aft  like  the  Sons  of  Strife  ? 
There  is  not  any  thing  that  docs  more  mifchicf 
in  the  world  than  Divilion  amongft  Ghriftians : 
for  it  keeps  good  Men  out  of  the  Church,  and 
hardens  wicked  Men  in  tfceir  Sins.    'Tis  fto- 
ried  of    Alexander  Severus^    that  feeing   two 
Ghriftians  at  variance  one  with  the  other,  he 
forbad  them  any  longer  to  aflume  the  Name 
of  Ghriftians,  becaufe  by  their  Strife  and  Con- 
tention   they    difhonourM    their   Lord   and 
Mafter.     Certainly  were  Ghriftians  but  fenfible 
what  mifchief  they  do  Religion  by  their  Dif- 
cords,  they  would  mourn  over  them,  and  vi- 
goroufly  purfue  the  things  that  make  for  Peace. 
Ail  our  Difcourfes  about  Religion  will  not  fo 
effeaualiy  recommend  it,  as  our  walking  in  Love. 
There  are  a  thoufand    fecret  and    powerful 
Charms  in  Charity,  that  takefaft  hold  of  mens 
Hearts,  and  infenfibly,  but  efredualiy,  attraft 
their  Love  and  Efteem.    Chanty  in  its  Eker- 
Ciiis,  is  like  the  Ointment  of  the  right  hand  ii\a€ 
cannot  be  hidj  the  Perfume  will  difFufe  and^ 
fpreadit  fclf  inCdnvcrfation.    ' 

(4)  Another  Advantage' that  will  enfueon' 
thedPf  performance  of  the  Duty  I  am  recom-* 
inerKJuig,  is  the  Encreafe  and  Edification  of 
the  ChurcL  The  Primitive  Churches  were  at 
peace  within  themfelyes,  when  they  had  reft  ' 
-'-'  "-  -  .    V        .    from 
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from  the  Perfccution  of  their  Enemies  5  and 
that  was  the  happy  feafon  of  their  Edification 
and    Growth,      Thm    had    the  Churchts  refi 
throughout  all  Jadea,  and  Galilee,  and  Samaria, 
and  were  edified  i  and  walking  in  the  Fear  of  the 
Lordy  and  Comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghoft-^  were  mutti- 
plied.    Thofe  within  the  Sacred  Inclofure  were 
built  up  in  their  mofi  holy  Faith '^  and  many  of 
thofe  that  were  without,  beholding  the  good 
Agreement  and  Order  of  thofe  within,  were 
erfcourag'd  to  coalefce  with  them.    Then  ic 
w^s  that  Converts  flockM  to  the  Houfe  of  God, 
as  Doves  to  their  Windows  j  fo  vaft  an  acceffion  ifa.  tf«.  f.- 
was   there    of  Members    to    the   Chriftian 
Church.    And  if  we  of  this  Age  would  have 
the  Borders  of  Sion  enlarg'd,  and  thofe  within 
the  Pale  of  the  Church  edified,  we  muft  follow 
the  things  that  make  for  Peace. 

What  Edification  can  be  expefted  in  that 
Society,  which  is  made  the  very  Seat  of  Content 
tion  ?  But  where  a  Church  i?  under  the  charm- 
ing influence  of  a  Spirit  of  Love,  the  Members 
will  mutually  perform  for  each  other  all  good 
Offices  i   they*!  fympathize  with  one  another 
under  their  various  Trials,  rejoice  with  thofe 
that  rejoice,  and  weep  with  thofe  that  weep, 
They'l  be  ready  to  counfel  and  advife  one  ano- 
ther, and,  when  there  is  occafion,  make  ufe  of 
friendly  Reproof  to  each  other.    Moreover, 
that  Charity  which   flames  in   their  Breafts,' 
will  engage  them  to  ufe  the  moft  courteous 
and  obliging  Deportment ;  fo  that  they'l  en- 
deavour to  overcome  every  thing  that  ftands 
in  the  way  of  Peace,  or  that  may  abate  the 
Exercifes  of  Love.    This  excellent  Temper  of 
Mind  will  in  a  great  meafure  prevent  boich  our 
giving  and  taking  Offence  j  for  we  Ihall  be 
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ready  to  put  the  moft  candid  Interpretatioa 
on  one  another's  Words  and  Aftions  i  and 
when  Offences  come.  Charity  will  difpofe  us 
to  a  mutual  Forgivenefs,  and  engage  us  to 
pray  One  for  another.  Kow  all  thefe  things 
have  a  tendency  to  the  edification  of  the 
Church,  and  prepare  the  way  for  it.  In  a 
word,  if  the  Security  and  Defence,  iftheGlo-: 
ry  and  Honour,  if  the  Increafe  and  Edifica- 
tion of  the  Church,  accompanied  with  a  ratib- 
iial  and  real  Pleafure,  are  Advantages  that  at- 
^  tend  the   Duty  I  have   been   recommending  i 

'  *  •'  then  furely 'tis  highly  reafonable  that  we  com- 
ply^ with  the  Advice  of  the  Apoftle  in  the 
TcxU,tQ  Mqw  $h^.  things  that  make  forleace*. 

Thirdly,  I  am  to  inftance  in  fome  of  thofe 
things  that  make  for  the  Peace  of  the  Churches 
of  Jefus  Chrift.  And  in  order  to  this,  we, 
mull  carefully  avoid  whatever  may  ftir  up 
Strife  and  Difcord.  The  Apoftle  James  points 
Cjut  the  Source  and  Spring  of  our  Contenti- 
Qns*  From  whence  come  Wars  and  Fightings  a* 
mong  pu  f  Come  they  not  henccy  even  of  your, 
Lufis  that  war  in  your  Members  /*  We  muft  not- 
indulge  any  Luft,  or  diforderly  Faffion,  if  we. 
wotild  promote  Peace  in  the  Churches  of  the' 
Saints.  Whatever  we  do,  let  us  ^void  Pride, 
which  is  generally  at  the  bottom  of  moft  of, 
thofe  Divifion?  that  are  amongft  Chriftians. 
When  there  was  a  ftrife  among  theDifciplesj 
of  our  Lord,  'twas  who  fhould  be  the  greateft.! 
^*y.i3.i»*  And  the  Wife-Man  has  told  us,.That  ^;7/>^; 
Pride  cometh  Contention  9  i,  r.  chiefly  and  prin^^; 
cipally  this  has  one  of  the  great^ft  hands  ia; 
our  Difcords  and  Animofities,  afid  is  thefc-^ 

fore 
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fore  to  be  fupprefs*d  and  avoided.  In  fhort, 
let  us  lay  afide  all  Envy  and  Malice,  Cove- 
toufnefs  and  Revenge,  inordinate  Self-Love, 
and  evil  Sarmifing,  all  which  have  a  natural 
tendency  to  Strife  and  Confufion.  Now  to 
procure  and  perpetuate  Peace  and  Union, 
there  are  thefe  feveral  things  I  would  recom- 
mend to  your  ferious  confideration. 

I.  Let  all  that  labour  in  the  Word  and 
Dodrine  amongft  ns,  endeavour  after  Union 
and  a  good  Correfpondence.  If  there  be  no 
good  Underftanding  amongft  the  Minifters  of 
Chrift,  no  wonder  if  there  be  Faftions  a- 
mong  the  People,  as  there  were  in  the  Co- 
rinthian  Church:  One  was  for  Paw/,  and  ano- 
ther for  AfoUos^  a  third  for  Cefha^.  Now 
this  the  Apoftle  urges  againft  them  as  a  fad 
but  fure  Sign  of  their  Carnality  ',  and  if  there 
was  lefs  of  this  fenfual  Spirit  among  Chrif- 
tians  now,  the  Edification  and  Increafe  of  the 
Church  would  be  more  remarkable.  There- 
fore if  we  would  obtain  Peace,  and  walk  in 
Love,  one  way  to  compafs  fo  delirable  an 
End,  is  to  cultivate  an  Acquaintance  and  good 
Underftanding  amongft  the  Minifters  of  Chrift. 
'Tis  not  likely  there  ftiould  be  much  Peace 
in  the  Churches,  while  the  Intereft  of  thfe 
Minifters  is  divided.  If  we  look  ftiy  on  on6 
another,  and  keep  at  a  diftance  with  a  for- 
bidding Air,  our  People  that  are  generally 
more  influenced  by  Example  than  Precept,* 
will  rather  be  faftious  than  follow  the  things 
that  make  for  Peace.  My  Brethren,  God  hai 
hbnour'd  feveral  of  you  by  putting  you  into 
the  Miniftry :  Will  you  fufFer  me  to  prevail 
on  you  to  be  of  one  heart,  and  one  way,  that 
we  xnay  ferve  the  Lord   with  one  confent, 

ftriving 
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ftriving  together  as  one  Man  for  the  Faith 
of  the  Gofpel,  continually  provoking  one  a- 
nothcr  to  Love  and  good  Works. 

2.  Let  both  Minilters  and   People  endea- 
vour to  live  in  the  continual  exercife  of  thofe 
Virtues  that  have  a  fpecial  tendency  to  Union 
and  Concord.     The  higher  our  Attainments 
are  in  Grace,  the  more  ftrid  and  intimate 
will  be  ouv  Union.     Have  Salt  in  your  [elves 
Mark^.yo.  (fays  our  Saviour)  and  have  Peace  one  with  a^ 
nother.    In  which  words  our  Lord  feems  to 
intimate,  that  fo  long  as  People  retain  a  true 
favour  of  Divine  things,  and  continue  in  the 
exercife  of  Grace,   it  will  be  a  proper  means 
to  promote  Union  and  Peace  among  Chrif- 
tians.    Let  us  be  much  in  the  e;xercife  of  Hu- 
nlii.  a.  3.  mility  and  Meeknefs  j  for   if  in  lowUnefs  of 
mind  each  wovld  efieem  others  better  than  thern^ 
felvesj   it  would  wonderfully  promote  Peace 
?iov.23.2jr.  in  all  Chriftian  Societies,    'Tis  he  that  is  of 
a  proud  heart  that  ftirreth  up  ftrife  j    Strife  is 
the  natural  Off-fpring  of  Pride^  bat  Peace  is 
the  genuine  KTue  of  Humility.    So  foj:  the  ex- 
ercife of  Patience  and  Self-denial,  if  we  had 
but  learn'd  to  bear  and  forbear,  to  deny  our 
felves  in  things  lawful  rather  than  fcandaliZQ 
a  weak  Chriftian  \  then  Peace,  that  feems  to 
be  banilh'd  from  fome  Societies,   would  re- 
turn,  revive  and  flourifh.    What  is  it  that 
fotne  People  will  not  deny  thpm felves,  under 
the  Influence  of  Ambition  and  Popularity  ! 
Some  have  parted  with  their  Lives  for  the 
iGood  of  their  Country ;   others  for  the  fake 
of  a  Minion,   and  to  prepare  their  way  for 
impure  Embraces,   have  wafted  their  Eftates, 
proftituted    their    Honour,    hazarded   their 
HealUi,  IbipwreQk'd  their  Confdences,  and 
.^.  '/u'l  for- 
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for&ited  their  Salvation  :  And  fhall  not  a 
true  Principle  of  Charity,  agreeable  to  right 
Reafon  and  divine  Revelation,  enforcM  with 
the  ftrongeft  Motives,  make  us  willing  to  de- 
ny our  own  Humours,  to  promote  the  pub- 
lick  Good  ?  What  tho  Chriftians  of  the  fame 
Society  differ  from  us  in  things  of  an  indifle- 
reat  nature,  yet  they  agree  with  us  in  Matters 
of  the  higheft  confeqnence.  Therefore  where- 
unto  we  have  already  attain  d^  let  us  walk  by 
the  fame  Rule^    let  us  mind  the  fame  thing. 

3.  Let  us  endeavour  to  give  an  early  ftop 
to  thofe  things  that  are  likely  to  make  a 
breach  upon  Unity  and  Order.  This  is  a- 
greeable  to  the  Advice  of  the  Wife-Man,  who 
afTures  us,  that  the  beginning  of  Strife  is  as  vror.  17,14. 
when  one  letteth  out  Wat^r  :  Therefore  (fays  he) 
leave  off  Contention  before  it  he  meddled  with* 
No  fooner  is  the  Bank  of  a  River  broken, 
but  the  Water  will  fpread,  and  carry  all  be- 
fore it  with  an  irrefiftible  violence.  Whea 
Paffions  begin  to  rife,  'tis  the  belt  way  im- 
mediately to  fupprefs  'em,  becaufe  no  one  can 
tell  how  far  they  Ihall  be  carried,  nor  into 
what  Indecencies  men  may  be  tranfported  by 
giving  way  to  Wrath.  'Tis  certainly  the 
mofl  prudent  courfe  to  avoid  the  occafions 
of  Strife,  and  very  early  to  refift  every  thing 
that  has  any  vifible  tendency  towards  it.  Hov^ 
great  Mifchiefs,  and  what  lamentable  Divi- 
fions  have  been  occalionM  by  very  fmall  be- 
ginnings of  Contention !  The  littie  Hetero- 
geneous Vapours  which  the  Sun  exhales  from 
the  Earth,  often  defcend  in  Terapeft  and 
Thunder  j  fo,  fmall  Differences  heightned  by 
Pride,  fall  in  a  mighty  Storm,  and  fpread 
Coflfaf^on  and  Diforder,  wbere  once  nothing 

but 
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but  Love  and  Peace  reign'd.    How  £reat  a  mat^ 
ter  (fays  the  Apoftle  James)  does  a  little  Fire 

kindle!  A  few  Sparks  ftruck  into  a  Magazine, 
fliall  inflantly  blow  up  and  tear  all  in  pieces. 
A  fcornful  Look,  or  an  unhandfom  Reflec- 
tion, if  not  prefently  and  prudently  correfted, 
may  lay  a  Foundation  for  innumerable  Mif- 
chicfs.  Therefore  if  we  have  any  real  regard 
to'  the  Peace  of  the  Church,  let  us  abftain 
from  the  very  appearance  of  thofe  things  that 
Eph.^,.8.  tend  to  Diflenfion  :  And  above  all  things  have 
fervent  Charity  among  your  [elves  \  for  Charity 
Jhall  cover  the  multitude  of  Sins. 

4.  Let  us  manage  all  our  Religious  AfFairs 
with  Wifdom  and  Innocency.    'Twas  the  Di- 
redion  given  by  our  Blefled  Saviour,  when  he 
fent  forth  his   Difciples  into    an   ill-natur'd 
Mat.  10.  i^.  World,  TT^at  they  Jhould  be  wife  as  Serpents^  and 
harmlefs  as  Doves.     Alas[   'tis  impofTible   that 
a  good  Correfpondence  fhould  be  kept  up  in 
any  Society  without  Forefight  and  Caution, 
Innocence  and  Integrity.     A   juft  mixture  of 
Wifdom  and  Uprightnefs  in  the  Condud  of 
Chriftians,  will  lay  a  Foundation  for  a  lading 
Peace.     'Twas  an  excellent  Charader  one  of 
the  ^  Antients  gave  of  his  Father,  viz,.   That 
he  neither  fvfferd  the  Wtfdom  of  the  Serpent  to 
degenerate  into  Cunnings  nor  the  Innocency  of  the 
Dove  into  Indifcretion  \    but   made  up  one   com* 
pleat  kind   of  Firtue  from  the  mixture  of  both 
together,     Chriftianity  indulges  no  piom  Frauds^  • 
nor  will  the  excellent  Inftitution  of  the  Gof- 
pcl  allow  men  tp  do  the  leaft  Evil,    tho  oa  • 
pretence  of  procuring  the  greatcftGood  :  And 
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Ijhat  Wifdom  which  our  Bleffed  Saviour  re- 
commends,  is  of  a  Divine  Original,  and  in  its 
Exercifes  mult  be  always  agreeable  to  the  fim- 
plicity  of  the  Gofpel.  To  which  purpofe,  the 
Apoftle  y^wfj  fpeaks  moft  diredlyj  ThfiVif  jtm.  3,  i^: 
dom  that  ^  from  above^  is  firfi  pure^  then  Peaces 
ahlcj  gentle^  and  eafy  to  be  intreatedy  fu(l  of 
Aitrcy  an  A  good  Fruit  s^  without  farti,tlityj  and 
without  hypocrijy.  A  Vein  of  Sincerity  muft 
run  thro  whole  the  Series  of  a  Man's  Aftions, 
or  elfe  what  he  calls  prudent  Management^  will 
appear  to  others  no  better  than  Subtilty  and 
Craft 'y  and  that  will  raifea  thoufand  Jealou- 
lies  in  the  minds  of  People,  and  prepare  the 
way  for  Strife.  No  doubt  but  it's  very  law- 
ful, and  very  neceflary  to  aft  with  the  high- 
elt  Difcretion  and  Wifdom  in  all  Ecclelraltical 
Matters  j  but  under  that  pretext,  we  muft  be 
very  cautious  of  doing  any  thing  that  is  in- 
confiftent  with  downright  Honefty :  Let  us 
be  wile,  but  innocent  in  our  Conduft,  if 
we  would  promote  Peace  in  the  Churches  of 
God. 

5.  In  all  our  Conferences  about  Religious 
Matters,  and  thofe  Affairs  that  relate  to  the 
Churches  of  Jefus  Chrift,  let  us  ufe  foft  and  in- 
offenfive  Language.  Sharp  and  indecent  Ri^ 
fleftions  may  feparate  real  Friends,  but  wilj 
never  reconcile  contending  Parties.  Men»of 
Senfe  may  be  wrought  upon  by  the  Power  of 
Reafon,  and  the  Dint  of  Argument  ^  but 
they'l  never  be  railM  out  of  their  Prejudices, 
if  they  have  unhappily  imbib'd  any.  'Tis  in 
vain  for  People  to  pretend  that  their  Zeal 
for  things  Sacred  warms  'em:  when  their 
Paffions  kindle  and  tumultuate,  and  they  re- 
proach their  Brethren,  'tis  certainly  an  un- 
hallowed 
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hallowed  Flame.  Our  Zeal  for  Religion  mufl: 
be  always  regulated  by  it ;  and  when  'tisfo, 
it  will  be  accompanyM  with  the  Fruks  of  the 

GemUnefsj  Coodnefs^  Faith^  Meeknefs^  Temper 
ranee.  Do  we  notcprofefs  to  be  the  Subjeds  of 
the  Prince  of  Peace?  and  does  not  fuch  a  Prbfef- 
iion  involve  in  it  an  Obligation  to  imitate 
his  bright  Example,  who  had  the  molt  eafy 
and  charming  Addrefs,  and  inftruded  thofe 
with  Meeknefs^-that  oppofcd  themfelves  ?  He 
did  never  render  Railing  for  Railing,  but  con* 
trariwife  Bleflingj  and  accordingly  has  en- 
)oin'd  his  Followers  to  bUfs  them  tJsuu  curfi 
\em.  How  much  rather  Ihould  thofe  that  joia 
with  as  in  the  fame  Prayers  and  Sacraments^ 
be  treated  with  civil  and  inofienfive Language? 
What  then  (hall  we  fay  of  that  Satir  fomc 
vent  on  their  Brethren  ?  Is  it  not  more  agree- 
able to  the  Stage  than  the  Church  ?  and  does 
it  not  favour  more  of  the  Spirit  that  is  from 
beneath,  than  of  that  which  is  Arom  above  ? 
Ought  it  not  then  to  bedlfcountenan(fd.and 
fupprefsM  ?  The  ufe  of  opprobrious  Language 
is  like  (hooting  of  Arrows  dipt  in  Poifon ; 
or,  to  ufe  the  Expreflion  of  the  Wife-Man, 
'tis  throwing  about  Firebrands^  Arrows  and 
Dtath^  which  wound  him  molt  that  throws 
them.  I  have  read  of  a  fort  of  Creatures, 
the  more  they  fting,  the  lefs  they  hurt;  I 
have  thought  they  referable  thofe  People  that 
conftantly  make  nfe  of  ill  Language  jn  Reli- 
gious Controverfies,  which  always  dpes  left 
hurt  to  their  Adverfari^s  than  themfelves. 
A  Flint  is  fooner  broke  on  a  Pillow  than  on 
an  Anvil:  foMen  of  the  molt  obftiflate  Hu* 
wours  are  more  earily  melted  by  mild  and 

foft 
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foft  Language^   than  by  that  which  is  bitter 
and  cenforious.     And  let  us  remember,  That 
the  Wrath  of  Man  worhth  not  the  Righteoufnefs 
of  God'    It  may  kindle  an  impure  Fire  with- 
out Light,   and  you  well  know  v/hat  kind  of 
Fire  that  does  refemble.    Suppofe  the  Chrif- 
tian  I  differ  with  is  miftaken,  yet  if  I  endea- 
vour to  expofe  his  Error  with  a  rarti  and  in- 
temperate Zeal,  with   rude  and  uncivil  Lan- 
guage, '^TU  (as  one  exprefles  it)  as  if  a  Man 
Jhould  be  mare  concern  d  for  a  mifplac^d  Hair  on 
another  s  Head^   than  fgr  a  fiery  Vlcer  in  his  own 
£reafi:  For  certainly  my  pafTionate  Raillery  is 
a  greater  fault  than  the  Error  I  would  expofe. 
My  Brethren,   tho  the  Caufe  we  plead  for 
be  very  good,   and  the  Adverfaries  we  argue 
againft  extremely  bad,  yet  we  are  more  oblig'd 
to  ufe  foft  and  good  Language.     Thelnftance 
we  have  in  the  Epiftle  of  Jude^  is  not  impro- 
per on  this  occaiion.     Michael  the  Archangel ^  J^^^  9i 
when  contending  with  the  Devilj  he  difputed  about 
the  Body  of  Mofes,  durfi  not  bring   againfi  him 
a  railing  Accufation^  hut  faid^  The  Lord  rebuke 
thee-     Why  durft  not  this  excellent  Spirit  rail 
at  the  Devil  in  his  difpute  with  him  ?  Some 
think  beca«fe  the  Devil  would  have  been  too 
hard  for  him  at  railing-,  but  the  true  reafon^ 
I  apprehend,   was  this,    That  railing  would 
have  been  very  unfutable  to  the  Charafter  of 
a  holy  Angel,  and  very  diflionourable  to  that 
God  whofe  MiJiifter  he  was.    Kow  if  our  holy 
Religion  will  not  permit  us  to  rail,  even  at 
the  Devil  himfelf  ^    if  it  be  a  njisbecoming 
;  thing  to  revile  a  fallen  Spirit,    how  criminal 
]  is  i^:  to  ufe  opprobrious  and  ill  Language  to  our 
*  Brethren?    Indeed  the  Apoftle  advifes,   that 
miridy  and  vain  Talkers  fhould  be  rebuk'd  piarphX'^*^'  ^^j 
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Convince  them  powerfully  \  let  your  clofe 
reafoning  lay  open  their  faults^  anfl  fpeak 
plainly  to  *em.  Rem  ipfam  dk^  mit^e  mali 
loqui'^  fay  the  things  but  vfe  no  bad  Language. 
If  we  have  any  value  for  the  Churches  Peace, 
we  mull  in  all  Religious  Conferences  obferve 
the  decorum  of  good  Language.  'Twas  a  fine 
Charafter  given  of  one  of  xht  Romania  Nefcivit 
[  quid  effet  male  dicere :  He  knew  not  what  it  was 
to  give  bad  Language.  I  wifll  the  Charader 
had  agreed  better  to  the  generality  of  Chrif- 
tians,  and  that  the  Apoftle's  Advice  had  been 
taken  by  thera^  Give  none  offence^  neither  to  the 
1C0r.1o.3f,  7cn?x,  nifr  to  the  Gentiles^  nor  to  the  Church  ofGodi 
6.  If  we  would  prcferve*  Union  and  a  good 
Correfpondence  among  the  Churches  of  Chrift, 
.great  care  muft  be  taken  that  we  dp  not  vio- 
late or  infringe  that  Form  of  Difclpline  con- 
ftituted  by  our  Saviour  :  There  muft  be  the  lit-^ 
moflr  caution  us'd  in  an  orderly  receiving,  and 
a  regular  difmiOion  of  Members,  No,  Church 
ought  to  give  count  enance  to  thofe  vvho  'have 
caufelefly  and  fchifmatically  rent  tfiemfelves 
'from  an  orderly  Church  of  Jefus  Cbrift,  or  that 
have  been  righteoufly  excluded  their  Cominui 
nion  for  Herefy  or  Immorality.  For  that 
Church  that  wilL  venture  to  receive  Perfods 
under  a  jaft  Cenfure,  does  not  only  encroach 
on  tht  Piiyilege  of  another  Church,  but,  in  fo 
ading  ufurps  a  Supremacy  over  it,  'Tis  too 
notorious  to  be  conceard,  how  great  Confii- 
lion  has  been  made  in  the  Chriftian  World 
by  the  Arrogancy  of  the  Bifhop  of  Rome^  and 
by  the  Church  of  Rome's  pretending  to  be  the 
only  true  Church  in  the  World.  JHoW  little 
.  ground  fhe  has  for  this  claim,  1  need  not  fay^ 
\  when  fo  many  of  the  Charafters  of  a  falfe  Church 
I  exaftly 
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exaftly  agree  to  her.  As  an  afTuming  Spirit 
has  a  tendency  to  Strife  where  it  appears  in 
^fingle  Perfons,  fo  it  manifeftly  leads  to  Dif- 
fenfion  where  a  Community  of  Men  are  un- 
der its  influence.  Therefore  if  we  would 
have  Peace  fiourifh  in  the  Churches,  let  not 
one  Church  pretend  to  an  Authority  over  a- 
nother  ;  but  let  every  truly  conftituted  Church 
of  Jefus  Chrift  enjoy  her  freedom  in  Ecclefi- 
aftic^l  Adminiftrations,  according  to  the  Or- 
der Chrift  has  eftablifh'd  in  hisHoufe. 

7.    Let    us  fend   up  our  united  Cries   to 
Heaven  for  the  Spirit  of  Love,  and  of  a  found 
Mind.    God  has  all  Hearts  in  his  hands,   and 
can  turn  them  as  the  Rivers  of  Water.    How 
foddenly  did  he  cure  the  Diforders  of  Efau% 
Spirit,  and  of  an  Enemy  made  him  a  Friend !     /   -  "^ 
Our  God  is  a  God  of  Peace,  and  *tis  only  He 
that  cati  create  Peace^    and  make  Jerufalem   a 
quiet  Habitation.     Let  us  therefore,    with  the 
Pfaltni'ft,   fray    for    the    Peace    of   Jerufakm. 
With  wtiat  fervour  did  the  Apoftle  pray  for 
the  Thefihmans  on  this  very  account  !   The  aThcinj.i^ 
Lotd'cf   Peace  give  you  Peace    always    by    all 
fntdfiu     'Now 'to  encourage  our  earneft  Ad- 
^reffes,   Gdd  has  promised,  Th:it  he  will  turn 
to  his  People  a  fure  Language^  that  they  may  all 
call  upon  the  Name  bfthe  Lord^  to  ferve  him  with 
^heconfent.    He  has  alfo  afTurM  us,  that  he  will 
'give  his  People  one  Hearty  and  one  Way.     Now  Jer.32.39i 
fuCh  Prbmifes  we  fhould  plead  with  him  in 
Prayer.      When   the  JfraeUtes  attempted  to 
engage  Gtid  on  their  fide,   they  agreed  toge- 
ther as  one  Mia  to  ask  hisCounfd  ^  Then  allthejTidi.%o.ti 
Chitdren  of  li^vUl  went  out^  and  the  Congregation 
w  04  gather  id  tbgetkeras  6ne  Many  from  Dan  even^ 
ra  Be^rftleba,  W/rfc  theLandofGlU^.^^  nm^ihe 
Y  2  Urd 
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Lord  in  Mlzpch.  I  would  hope  that  all  thofc 
vrho  are  afTembled  here  on  this  folemn  Oc- 
cafion,  are  in  the  fame  difpofition  of  mind; 
and  that  our  united  Cries  put  up  to  the  Father 
of  Mercies  by  the  hands  of  a  Mediator,  will 
obtain  for  us  all  neceflary  and  agreeable  Sup- 
plies,  I  doubt  not  you  are  fenfible,  that  the 
Succefs  of  our  Endeavours  for  the  good  of  the 
Churches  depends  on  God  Almighty.  What- 
ever Methods  v^t  fall  upon  will  be  inefTedtual, 
unlefs  He  profper  and  fucceed  'em.  The  Cure 
of  the  Divifions  that  may  aiife  in  any  Church, 
can  be  only  by  the  God  of  Peace ;  let  us 
therefore  pray.  That  Ephraim  may  not  envy 
Judah,  nor  Judah  vex  Ephraim:  and  as  many 
as  join  with  us  in  fuch  Petitions,  Peace  be  on 
them  J  and  Mercy  on  the  Ifrael  of  Cod.  .  ^ 

I   proceed  now  to  the  Ufi  general  Head, 
which  is  to  improve  the  whole. 

jF/V/,  Let  us  labour  to  be  thorowly  fqofi- 
ble  wherein   we  have   been  defeftivc   in  the 
d^fcharge  of  that  great  Duty  that  has  been 
recommended  to  us.     Let  us  mourn  over  our 
own  Defefts,    and   the  Churches  Divifions. 
You  have  heard  how  reafonable  the  Duty  of 
following  the  things  that  make  for  Peace,  is 
in  it  felf,  and  what  great  Obligations  we  are 
under  to  comply  with  it :  Surely  the  fenfe  of 
having  been  deficient  therein  (hould  ftrike  us 
with  a  due  Concern  i  we  fhould  lay  our  mouths 
in  the  Duft,   if  fo  there  may  be  hope,   that 
the  Church's  Peace  may  be  yet  as  the  River, 
J   •  and  her  Righteoufnefs  as  the  Waves  of  the 
Sea.    There  is  too  much  caufe  to  fear  that 
we  have  not  all  of  us  done   our  utmoll  to 
procure  and  perpetuate  the  Peace  of  the  Chur- 
ches : 
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chcs:   Have  not  the  Strong  fcandaliz'd  the 
Weak,  and  the  Weak  been  too  free  in  cen- 
foring  the  Strong  ?  whereas  the  Apoftlc  fays. 
If  it  be  foJpbUi   M  much  m  lieth  in  you^  live 
feaeeably  with  aS  Men.    Now    havie   we  not 
negledcd  what  we  might  poffibly  have  done  ? 
Therefore  let  us  lay  our  hands  upon  our  hearts, 
and  with  ihanie  and  pungent  forrow  acknow- 
ledg  oar  Guilt  in  the  above-mention'd  refped. 
The  Apoftle  tells  us,   that  where   envying  and 
firife  is.,  there  is  confufiony  and  every  evil  work  : 
than  which  nothing  can  do  more  hurt  to 
Chriftianity,    or   more  hinder  its  progrefs. 
Therefore  3f»/;/i»  the  Apoftate,  who  treated 
the  Chriftian   Inftitution   with  the  greateft 
l\)ite,   thought  he  could  not  take  a  more  ef- 
fcdual  way  to  hinder  the  fpreading  of  the 
Gofpel,  than  by  keeping  up  the  Divifions  in 
that  time  betwixt  the  Catholicks  and  Dona- 
tifts.    The  Gofpel  might  have  a  freer  courfe, 
were  it  not  for  the  Divifions  that  are  among 
Cbriftians.    Let  us  be  fcnfible  of  our  folly, 
and  above  all  things  let  us  put  on  Charity ; 
for  a  weak  Chriftian  by  the  exercife  of  that 
Grace,  fliall  more  r^arkably  adorn  the  Doc- 
tiiae  of  God  his  Saviour,  than  a  Pcrfon  of 
greater  Knowledg  and  lefs  Charity. 

Secondly^  Let  both  Minifters  and  People  fol- 
low the  things  that  make  for  Peace,  and  thofe 
tilings  whereby  we  may  edify  one  another, 
Tho  Peace  Ihould  flee  from  us,  yet  we  fliould 
follow  it  with  the  greateft  vigor.  AiJm^, 
the  word  ufed  in  the  Text,  fignifies  to  pur- 
fue  a  thing  eagerly  as  Hunters  do  their  Prey. 
Therefore  that  this  Exhortation  may  be  fuc- 
cefsfel,  I  flwiH  febmit  to  your  feriouj  Thoughts 
the  followipg  things.  "  ^    . 

--;  -         "       Y  3  i.Con- 
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I.  Confider,  that^  unlefs  a  Man  be  of  a 
peaceable  and  charitable  Temper,  the  higheft 
profeffion  of  Religion  is  infignificant  and  vain. 
Let  a  Man  make  ever  fuch  pretences  concern- 
ing his  clofe  adherence  to  the  Duties  of  the 
firft  Tabic,  if  he  does  not  perform  thofe  of 
the  fccond,  he's  no  better  than  a  hypocri- 
tical Pretender.  That  Man  has  no  true  Love 
to  God,  whofe  Heart  is  void  of  Charity 
to  his  Brother.  And  fo  much  is  concluded 
ijohn4..ao.i^  the  Apoftle's  Argument;  If  a  man  fay y  I 
love  Gody  and  hate  his  Brother^  he  is  a  Lyar* 
For  he  that  loveth  not  his  Brother  whom  he  hath 
fe^fiy  how  can  he  love  God  whom  he  hath  not  feen  f 
The  fame  Apoftle  inftances  in  Brotherly  Love, 
rjjhn3.T4..as  the  true  mark  of  a  Chriftian.  IVe  know 
(fays  he)  that  we  are  faffed  from  Death  to  Life^ 
becaufe  we  love  the  Brethren.  How  high  foever 
fome  rife  ia  the  ProfelTion  of  Religion,  yet 
if  they  are  ftrangers  to  the  exercife  of  Cha- 
icor,  i3.i,rity,  their  Religion  is  vain.  Tho  J  fpeak  (fays 
^*3'  the  Apoftle)  with  the  Tongues  of  Men  and  An* 

gclsy  and  have  not  Charity^  I  am  become  as  4t 
founding  Brafs^  or  a  tinkling  CymbaL  And  tho  I 
have  the  Gift  of  Prophecy^  and  nndcrfiand  all 
MyfierieSy  and  all  Knowledg  \  and  tho  I  have  all 
Faithy  fo  that  I  could  remove  Mountains^  and 
have  no  Charity  y  I  am  nothing.  And  tho  I  beftow 
all  my  Goods  to  feed  the  Poor^  and  tho  I  give  my 
Body  to  be  burndy  and  have  not  Charity^  if 
profiteth  me  nothing. 

2.  Confider  that  a  charitable  and  peaceable 
Temper  carries  with  it  its  own  Reward,  as  I 
have  hinted  under  a  former  Head.  Love  i^ 
the  moft:  eafy  Paffion,  and  affords  the  greateft 
Pleafure ;  whereas  Wrath  and  Strife,  Animo- 
fity  and  Difcord,  Envy  and  Revenge,  are  (he 

Works 
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Works  of  the  Flelb,  and  a  Puniniment  to  thofe 
that  indulge  them.     Malicious  and  revenge- 
ful Men  are  like  the  troubled  Sea  that  can- 
not reft,  but  perpetually  cafts  up  mire  and  dirt 
But  the  man  that  is  of  a  charitable  difpofi- 
tion,  and  follows  the  things  that  make  for 
Peace,  is  encompafs'd  witha  thoufand  advan- 
tages, being  expreQy  brought  within  theconi- 
pals  of  one  of  the  Beatitudes :   Blejfed  are  the  Mar.  j. 
Peace-makers ',  for  they  (full  be  called  the  Children 
of  God.    In  a  word,  if  it  be  poflible  for  any 
Man  to  have  a  tafte  of  the  Pleafures  of  Pa- 
radife  in  this  wafte  and  howling  Wilderner?, 
it  muft  be  that  Perfon  who  loves  his  Brethren 
with  a  pure  Heart  fervently :   for  fuch  a  one 
dweHeth  in  Love^  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  Love^  .Joha+.'6- 
dwetteth  in  God^  and  God  in  him  \  for  God  ts  Love. 
3.  Confider  that  our  Bleflfed  Lord  but  a  lit- 
tle before  his  Death  pray'd  for  that  which  1 
am  now  prefling  upon  you,  namely.  Union  and 
Concord:   Holy  Father,    keep  through  thine  own  johmj. 
Name  thofe  whom  thou  hafi  given  me^    that  they 
mM  be  one,  as  we  are  one.     Our  BlefTed  Saviour 
was  not  fo  follicitoas  that  his  People  might 
be  kept  from  the  Perfecution  of  their  Ene- 
mies,  as  that  there  might  be  a  firm  Union 
and  good  Correfpondence  amongft  themfelves, 
well-knowing  how  much  that  would  contri- 
bute to  their  eftablifhraent  and  growth.    Our 
Lord  in  bis  Difcourfes  does  compare  his  Peo- 
ple to  Creatures  of  the  moft  innocent  and  la- 
ofienfive  nature,   fuch  as  Doves,  Lambs,  and 
Sheep  i  and  fometimes  he  compares  them  to , 
little  Children,  that  have  no  confirm'd  Preju- 
dices againft  any  -,  to  fignify,  to  be  fare,  that 
fuch  as  claim  aay|alliance  with  him,  (hould  be 
the  Sons  bf^eace.    Now  certainly  what  our 
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Saviour  pray'd  for,  as  it  were  with  his  dy- 
ing breath,  for  the  Difdplcs  of  his  Crofs, 
flioold  be  endeavour'd  after  by  all  that  pre- 
tend to  fubmit  to  his  Scepter ;  efpccially  con- 
fidering  'twas  one  end  of  his  Death :  And  A*- 
pol.  1. 10.  vi„g  made  Ptact  through  the  Blood  of  hit  Crofs^ 
by  him  to  reconcile  all  things  unto  himfeif;  by 
him,  I  fay,  nhether  they  be  things  in  Earth,  or 
things  in  Heaven. 

4.  Let  the  Confidcration  of  the  Union  that 
there  is  amongft  evil  Spirits,  and  in  a  falfe 
Church,  be  a  means  to  provoke  us  to  follow 
the  things  that  make  for  Peace,  who  profefs  to 
adhere  to  the  Reform'd  Churches.  There  is 
a  kind  of  Union  and  Confederacy  in  th^  King- 
dom of  Darknefs:  The  fallen  Angels  unite  their 
joint  endeavours  to  break  the  Peace  of  the 
Chutiph,  and  fo  can  wicked  Men.  Gebal  md 
tAi.tj.ii.Ammonj  Amalek,  and  the  Men  of  TVredidall 
confpire  againft  Ifrael. 

They  can  agree  in  Mifchief,  tho  they  hate 
one  another:  their  Confederacy  (as  one  ob- 
ferves)  is  like  Sampfon's  Foxes;  tho  their  Faces 
look'dfeveral  ways,  being  ty'd  tail  to  tail,  yet 
they  could  run  together,  and  fet  the  Corn  on 
fire.  And  'tis  very  remarkable,  that  Hercd 
and  Filate,  tho  at  great  variance,  could  be 
Friends  at  a  day's  warning,  when  Chrift  was 
tobecrucify'd. 

'Tis  notorioufly  evident,  that  there  are  wide 
Differences  in  the  Church  of  Rome.  HoW  great 
Controverfies  have  there  been  between  the 
Janfenifis  and  the  Jefuits,  between  the  iT««- 
eifc^ris  and  the  Domiaicans  f  With  what 
warmth  has  one  of  thefe  Parties  contended  for 
the  immaculate  Conception  of  the  Virgin  Ma- 
ry, which  the  other,  tho  of  the  lame  qommo- 
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Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


Unm  and  Teace.  329 

nion,  has  as  hotly  opposi'd  ?  How  great  Dif- 
putes  alfo  have  there  been  betwixt  the  Galilean 
Church,  and  thofe  that  are  more  enflav'd 
to  the  Biftiop  of  Rome  in  Italy  and  Spain  ?  I 
might  alfo  mention  the  Secular  and  Regular 
Priefts,  whofe  Differences  have  not  been  fmall  -, 
yet  all  thefe  contending  Parties  can  as  one 
Man  agree  to  carry  on  their  conimon  Interefl-, 
and  unite  in  their  Subjeftion  to  Antichrift  their 
common  Head.  *  /r'i  lawful  to  learn  from  an 
Enemy.  May  our  Enemies  provoke  us  to  Cha- 
rity, and  quicken  us  in  the  purfuit  of  thofe 
things  that  make  for  Peace. 

5.  Confider  it  will  not  be  long,  and  all  thofe 
things  that  try  our  Patience  and  diforder  our 
Paffions,  will  end.  This  is  the  Apoftle's  Mo- 
tive :  Let  your  Moderation  be  known  to  all  tnen^  Phil.  4. 5. 
for  the  Lord  is  at  hand.  Would  any  of  you 
be  found  by  Chrift  under  the  heighth  of  Dif- 
order and  Pafllon,  contending  and  quarrelling 
with  your  Brethren  ?  Or  would  you  not  ra- 
ther be  found  of  Chrifi  in  Peace  \  not  only  in  a 
ftate  of  Reconciliation  with  God,  but  in  Cha- 
rity with  one  another  ?  'Tis  but  a  little  time 
that  we  can  be  ferviceable  to  each  other  j  there- 
fore whatfoever  our  hand  findeth  to  do,  that 
may  be  for  God's  Glory  and  the  Peace  of  the 
Churches,  let  us  do  it  with  all  our  might  i  for 
there  is  no  Work,  nor  Device,  nor  Knowledg 
in  the  Grave. 

We  have  Work  of  the  higheft  importance 
on  our  hands,  let  us  not  wafte  the  little  time 
we  have  to  do  it  in.  'Twas  a  cutting  Reproof 
which  the  Mariners  gave  the  Philofopher,  who 
would  have  entertained  them  with  an  imperti- 

*  Fas  eft  5c  ab  Heftc  docerf . 
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nent  Harangue  in  the  midft  of  a  Storm  ^  We 
periffjy  fay  they^  whilft  thou  trifiefi,  ^  All  our 
warm  Difputes  about  indifFercnt  things,  are 
but  induftrious  Trifling. 

Let  us  therefore  mind  the  one  thing  neceflary^ 
and  work  the  Works  of  him  that  fent  us, 
while  it's  call'd  to  day,  becaufe  the  Night  is 
haftning  wherein  no  man  can  work. 

Laflly,  Let  us  often  think  of  the  glorious 
and  blefled  Place  whither  we  all  profefs  to  be 
going  i  I  mean  Heaven :  where  there  is  not 
one  Perfon  that  fighs,  weeps,  or  complains. 
Above  there  are  no  Hurries  and  Conftifions, 
no  Pi(^ues  or  Animofities,  but  Peace  and  Joy 
in  their  utmoft  perfection.  Clouds  and  Tern- 
pefts  are  form'd  in  the  lower  Region  of  the  Air  j 
all  above  is  calm  and  ferene.  Here  the  Church 
is  militant  within  it  felf,  but  hereafter  it  fliall 
triumph  in  an  everlafting  Peace.  Let  us  have 
our  Converfation  in  Heaven,  that  wc  may 
more  refemblc  the  Temper  of  the  BlefTed 
while  we  arc  upon  Earth. 

Now  the  God  of  Peace^  that  brought  again  from 
the  dead  our  Lord  Jefus^  the  great  Shepherd  of 
the  Sheep^  through  the  Blood  of  the  everlafting 
Covenant^  make  you  ferfeB  in  every  good  Work^ 
to  do  his  Willy  working  in  you  that  which  is  well* 
pleafing  in  his  fight  through  Jefm  Chrift ;  7# 
whom  be  Glory  and  Dominion :  And  let  all  t^^ 
Churches  fay  Amen.  \,,    ..j-,^,,, 
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S   E  R  M  O  N 

PREACH'D 

The  yth  of  Scptemkry   1704. 
BEING    THE 

Solemn  Thankfgiving-Day 

F  O  R    T  H  E 

Late  Glorious  Vi<5tory  obtain'd  over 
the  French  and  Bavarians  at  Eleinheim 
near  Hochfiet,  on  "Wednefday  the  fe- 
cond  of  Augufiy  by  the  Forces  of  Her 
Majefty  and  Her  Allies,  under  the 
Command  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough. 
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Psalm  CL.  2. 
(praife  Him  for  his  Mighty  ABs. 

I  HE  admirable  Traces  of  an  In- 
finite  Wifdom  and  Power,  which 
we  difcern  in  the  Formation  of 
various  Creatures  ttiat  inhabit 
this  Earth,  are  fuch  aProof  of 
a  Deity,  that  a  Manmay  as  rea- 
fonably  doubt  whether  he  exifts  himfelf,  as 
call  in  queltion  the  Being  of  a  God.  Now 
next  to  the  Acknowledgment  of  &  Deity,  is 
the  owaipg  that  the  fame  excellent  Being  go- 
verns the  W6rld  j  for  there  is  a  necelTary  Gon- 
ne&ion  betwixt  the  Belief  of  a  God  and  a  Pro- 
vidence. 'Tis  as  udreafonable  to  think^  that 
all  things  in  this  World  happen  by  Chance,  asi 
to  affirm  that  a  fortuitous  Concourfe  of  Atoms 
ftretch'd  forth  the  Heavens,  and  laid  the  Foun- 
dations of  the  Earth.  As  the  Power  and  Wif- 
dom of  an  invifible  Deity  are  manifefted  by 
the  things  that  are  made,  fo  are  th?  fame  Per- 
fedions  wonderfully  difplayM  in  the  Govern- 
ment  of  the  fame  things :  one  Branch  of  which 
Divihe  Admiuiftration  confifts  in  tirelctving 
•    '  ^-  -  the 
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the  Creatures  that  are  formM  v  it  being  impof- 
fible  they  fiiould  have  any  Principle  of  Self- 
fubfiftetice  independent  on  their  ftrft  Caufe: 
for  'tis  iQcoinpatible  with  the  nature  of  a 
Creature,  to  be  independent.  Now  as  the  uh- 
limited  Power  of  God  is  rieceflary  to  vphold  all 
thi'nis^  foishis  infinite  Wifdotti  to  direft  and 
guide  them.  'Tis  not  fullen  Fate  nor  gidd7 
Chance,  but  a  wife  and  a  powerful  Deity  that 
holds  the  Reins  of  Government ;  all  the  Crea- 
tures and  all  thefr  AdHons  are  under  the 
wife  and  righteous  Management  of  Heaven. 

No  Succefs  can  attend  the  Afiaifs  of  a  pri- 
vate Perfon,  or  the  Arms  of  a  publick  Com- 
munity, but  *tisowing  to  the  Influence  of  Pro- 
vidence: So  that  the  Viftories^fome  People 
attribute  to  the  Favours  of  Fortuiie,*Rtafoh 
it  ftlf  directs  us  to  afcribe  to  the  HartdbfCod, 
"and  to  number  them  among  thofe  Mighty  Acts 
the  Royal  Pfalmiftfpeaks  of  in  the  Text,  'and 
for  which  he  exhorts  us  to  fr^ifeCod. 

For  tho  God's  railihg  the  beautiful  Frame  of 
&\t  World,  and  furnilliing  it  with  nbble  arid 
excellent  Creatures,  may  very  well  be  ac- 
counted amongft  his  "Mighty  ABs  \  yet  I  apprc* 
hcnd  that  the  Mighty  AUs  mentioned  in  the 
Text,  do  principally  refer  to  thofe  furprizing 
Occurrcnc<;s  in  the  Divine  Oeconomy,  wTiere- 
!n  the  Wifdom,  PbWer  and  Goodnefs  of  God 
have  been  molt' cnVirientlydifplayM  in  behalf 
of  the  Church.  For  the  Pfalraift'had  intpe^ 
Verfe  before  the  Tat  fignifyM  that  we  mould 
praife  God  in  the  Firmarpent  of  his  ^oiver^ 
/.  f.  for  the  Works  of  Creatloi),  whqrebf 
Heaven  is  the  chief:  he  then  fmmediatelylub- 
^{ns^  Prdife  him  for  his  Mighty:' !A(Is  l  /.  f.hls 
Providential  Afts :   in  which  fehTclhe'moIt 

learned 
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learned    ^nd   judicious    Ineerpreters   agree,  * 

The  Obfervation  1  defign  to  fpeak  to  from 
the  Words,     is  this,  viz.> 

That  the  Mighty  A£ts  God  hath  wrought  in 
the  Courfe  of  nis  Providence  on  the  behalf  of 
his  People,  lay  them  under  very  great  Obliga- 
tions to 'praifc  him. 

In  fpeaking  to  this  Argument  it  will  bene- 

,j  ,  ''.    .»h;  ...    f  J  vd  Ik   "  '  ;": 

J/r/?,  Tolay  down  Tome  preliminary  Propo- 
fitions  by  vvay  of  Diftindion  and  Explica- 
tion,  with  refpeft  to  the  Mighty  Ads  of 
Divine  Providence. 
Secondly^  To  (hew  you  what  is  comprehended 
/      in  our  praifing  of  God. 
'  Thirdly^  To  difcourfe  of  the  gre^t  Obliga- 
tions we  ate  under  to  praifeGod  for  the    • 
• ,    Mighty  A<^s  of  his  Providence. 
^,  Fourthly^  To  improve  the  Whole,  futable  to 
the  folemn  and  joyful  Occafion  of  our  pre- 
^:    Yent  Meeting.  •        '     '       '. 

'Fii'fi^X,^m\to\dY  down  fome  prelimanary 
Propofitiohs  by  way  of  Diftinftion  and  Ex- 
plication, with  refpeft  to  the  Mighty  Afts  of 
Divine  Providence  j  which  may  be  confider'd  as 
£ommonj  MiraculoHSj  and  Special. 

I.  There  are  the  Common  Afts  of  Divine 
Providence,  which  we  ought  not  to  pafsover 
without  ftrid  Obfervation.  I  mean  thofe  that 
have  occurM  in  every  Age  fince  the  Creation 
of  the  World,  and  do  every  day  afford  matter 
for  Inquiry  and  Notice:  Such  as  the  regular 
Motion  of  the  Heavenly  Bodies  in  a  due  Dif- 
tance,  fo  as  not  to  depopulate  the  Earth,  and 
render  it  unfruitful  j  the  orderly  Succeffionof 

Sea- 
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c«i;«.a2.  Seed'time  and  Harvefi^  of  Cvl4  and  tieat'j  of 
Summ$r  and  Winter j  of  Day  and  Night:  Thefe 
all  proclaim  the  Perfedions  of  th^  Godl]fead9 
and  are  a  Demonft ration  of  a  Divine  Superin« 
Ffai./^  tendency.  And  I  obferve,  the  Royal  P£dmill: 
recites  the  like  Inftances  as  Proofe  of  a  Pro- 
vidence/ How  foon  would  the  Harmony  of 
the  Creation  be  broken,  and  this  beaatifdl 
World  turnM  into  a  deform'd  Chaos,  did 
BOt  God  by  bis  irreGItible  Power  and  infinite 
Wifdom  animate,  influence,  guide,  and  on 
fit  occafions  reftrain  the  yafl:  nnmb^  of  dif- 
tind  Beings  that  are  in  tne  upper  and  lower 
World  > 

The  Epicureans  imagined  that  God  did  not 
govern  tne  World,  bepaufe  the  difficulty  of 
fuch  an  Adminift ration  would  leflen  his  Great- 
nefs,  and  interrupt  his  F'elicity.  Thefe  Peo- 
ple had  very  mean  and  low  Thoughts  of  the 
Majefty  of  Heaven,  who  concluded  that  be- 
caufe  human  Conftitations  are  not  manag'd 
without  great  trouble  and  fatigue,  therefore 
God  himfclf  cannot  govern  theXJniverfe  with- 
out la^wifr  and  toil.  An  Inference  very  ab- 
furdj  for  there's  no, comparifon  betwixt  aR 
ignorant  and  ^eble.Cre^ture^  and  an  Om- 
nifcient  and  Almighty  Creator  \  who  as  ho 
fees  all  things  pa^,  preient,  and  to  come,  at 
one  view,  fo  he  can  accomplilh  any  thing 
by  one  A&  of  his  Will,^  without  the  lieaft  la- 
ichroiui^.  terruption  of  his  Happinefs.  pte  Eyes  oftho 
^'  Lord  run  to  and  fro  throughout  the  nfhote  Earth. 

^^^^' 3^-^^*  He  koketh  from  Heavep^    and  beholdefh  aU  the 
'^'  Sons  of  Men.    fie  fapji(fn^th[thHr  Hefrts  fliie^ 

and  confdereth  all  thejr  ifirks.  Therp  is  no 
Event  fa  great,  but  't^i  under  the Divbc 
Goveruxij^nt 5  no  C^i^atufe  fo  mean^  "but  it 

'  V  '     comes 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


(preach  d' Septeiiib.  7*  ^ ;^64.  3  ]^ 

cdmes  within  the  compafs  of  the  Divine  Gare : 
for  the  Providence  of  God  reaches  from  the 
higheft  Aiigel  to  the  meaneft  Infeft.  'Twas  an 
abfurd  Gonclufion  of  the  Syrians^  That  the  Lord  '  Kiugisio* 
was  a  God  of.  the  Hills^  hut  not  of  the  f^alleys  j  tho  *^^ 
'twas  not  unlike  the  Notion  of  fome  of  the 
anticnt  Philofophers  and  Poets,  about  the  Li- 
mitation of  Providence  to  the  great  Affairs 
of  the  World,  and  that  God  is  an  uncon^. 
cern'd  SpeSator  in  leflTer  things.  The  Gods. 
fays  one  of  'em,  overlook  fmaller  matters^  ana 
do  not  mind  every  mat^s  little  Field,  and  Vine* 

But  we  have  a  very  different  accqant  of 
the  Extent  of  God's  Providence  from  Divine 
Revelation,  which  aflures  us  that  it  reaches 
even  to  the  Gmfs  of  the  Fields  which  to  day 
isy  and  to  morrow  is  cafi  into  the  Oven  j  yea,  t^ 
the  very  Hairs  of  our  Head^  which  are  all  numbered  \ 
tho  they  are  inconfiderable,  even  to  a  Proverbs 
Kow  If  it  was  not  inconfiftent  with  the  Wif- 
dom  and  other  PerfeSions  of  the  Divine  Na- 
ture to  form  all  Creatures,  I  caoriot  fee  how 
it  Ihould  reflea  the  leaft  Di (honour  on  God^s 
Attributes  to  govern  what  he  has  made*  So 
that  the  Mighty  AUs  of  common  Providence 
in  God's  governing  the  World  and  its  various 
Inhabitants,  whether  in  Heaven  or  Earth,  in 
the  Air  or  ia  the  Sea,  defervc  feriou«  Reflec- 
tion and  eonftant  Notice.  And  I  confefs,  I 
cannot  fee  upon  what  reafon  a  man  (houldL 
fo  much  as  defire  to  continue  in  this  World, 
^ho  doe§  liot  believe  it  to  be  under  the  Go- 
vernment of  a  wife  and  powerful  Being;  for 
if  there  is  no  Providence^  and  all  things  com^ 
by  Chance^  we  cannot  be  fecure  for  a  moment* 
Which  briogs  to  my  thoughts  an  Expreflion 
of  AUrcms  Amminm  x\i^  Pbilofophevi  Who^ 
:  2  fay^ 
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fays  he,  would  live  in  a  World  uninhabited  by  the 
Gods  and  Providence  ? 

1.  Some  of  the  Mighty  JSls  of  God's  Pro- 
vidence are  ftriftly  niiraculoas ;  I  mean  fach 
as  are  produced  by  a  fupernatural  Power,  and 
are  evident  to  Senfe.  And  under  this  Head 
I  rank  fuch  Mighty  Afts  as  thefe,  viz.. 

The  Deliverance  of  the  Children  of  Ifrael 
at  the  Red  Sea,  at  which  time  the  Waters  did 
not  only  divide,  but  ftood  on  a  heap,  and  were 
as  a  Wall  on  the  Right  Hand  and  on  the  Left, 
fo  that  they  walked  thro  the  Sea  upon  dry 
ground.  This  Event  can  furely  be  refolved 
into  nothing  fhort  of  a  fupernatural  Power, 
if  we  confider  what  an  infinite  number  of 
fluid  Particles  were  pil'd  up  and  reftrain'd, 
till  the  People  God  defign'd  to  fave  bad  pafs'd 
over  the  Sea.  Under  this  Head  I  might  alfo 
recite  the  miraculous  Plagues  that  were  brought 
on  the  Emtiansj  fuch  as  the  turning  Rivers 
into  Bloocf,  and  the  Dnft  of  the  Ground  in- 
to Lice ;  the  grofs  and  palpable  Darknefd  that 
continued  for  three  days  over  the  Land  of 
E^ypt^  when  at  the  fame  time  the  Children 
ot  Ifrael  had  Light  in  their  Dwellings. 

Again,  I  might  mention  that  Series  of  Mi- 
racles with  which  the  Ifraetites  were  attended  in 
the  Wildernefs.  How  amazing  was,  it  that 
M^fes  fliould  fplit  a  Rock  by  the  gentle  ftrokc 
of  a  Wand,  and  that  there  (hould  ironiedi- 
ately  gufh  out  Water  enough  to  quench  the 
Thirft  of  five  or  fix  hundred  thoufand  men  ; 
and  that  this  agreeable  Stream  fliould  con- 
tinue to  follow  'em  thro  the  Wildernefs !  Not 
to  mention  the  Showers  of  Quails,  the  raining 
of  Manna,  and  the  miraculous  Pref^rr^ion  of 
the  latter  by  the  fide  of  the  Ark  from  A^c  to 
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Age  :    together  with  what  Afcfes  remarks,  D««^»»^-r. 
That  in  the  fpace  of  forty  Years,  in  the 
Wildernefs,  neither  their  Clothes  nor  Shoes 
were  decay'd. 

Again,  the  going  back  of  the  Sun  in  He- 
7iehah*s  time,  was  a  miracuioas  Operation  of 
the  Divine  Power  i  as  was  alfo  the  Sun's 
ftanding  ftill  upon  Gibeort^  and  the  Moon  in 
the  Valley  of  Jjalon,  in  the  time  of  Jojhua^ 
until  the  People  had  aveng'd  themfelves  upon 
their  Enemies.  The  inftance  of  Shadrach^  Me- 
jhech^  and  Abednego^  is  to  be  refer'd  to  this 
Head.  Thcfe  three  Jwi  refosM  to  pay  Di- 
vine Honour  to  an  Idol,  which  fo  mcens'd 
a  proud  and  arbitrary  Monarch,  that  he 
doomed  'em  to  be  burn'd  alive  j  and  in  or- 
der to  make  the  quicker  difpatch  of  them, 
commands*  that  the  Furnace  into  which  they 
were  to  be  caft,  ftiould  be  heated  feven  times 
hotter  than  it  ordinarily  was  *,  and  thefe  men 
were  to  be  bound  hand  and  foot,  with  their 
ufuaf  Habit  about  •em,  and  thrown  into  the 
midlt  of  the  fiery  furnace,  the  Heat  of  which 
was  fo  violent  (as  the  Sacred  Text  informs  us) 
that  it  flew  their  dejign'd  Executioners  •,  but 
tW  Force  of  it  w^as  fo  abated  to  them,  by  a 
miraculous  difplay  of  Goodnefs  and  Power,  • 
that  it  only  loosM  their  Bonds,  andfet'em 
at  liberty  ta  walk  in  the  fiery  Oven.  The 
Mitacle  having  convinced  that  idolatrous  Prince 
of  the  Being  cf  the  True  God,  and  of  the 
Ddarine  of  the  piyinc  Providence,  he  calls 
'em  fottli  V  A^td  the  Princes^  Govcrnoursj  and 
Caft^dns^  and  the  kin£*s  Ccunfellors  being  gather 
red  together 'f  faw  the^  Men^  upon  ^vhofe  Bodies 
the  Fire  had  no  fower^  nor  pas  a  Hair  of  their 
H^ad  firrg%  neither  ipere  their  Voats  changed^ 
--•'-■'  Z  2  nor 
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nor  the  Smell  of  Fire  had  pajfed  on  them.  The 
amazing  Deliverance  oi  Daniel^  when  thrown 
into  a  Den  of  fierce  and  hungry  Lions, 
ought  to  be  numbered  among  thofe  Mighty 
AEls  of  Providence  that  are  ftridiy  miracu- 
lous. 

To  thefe  might  be  added  the  numerous 
Miracles  of  our  Blefled  Saviour  and  his  Apo- 
lltles,  for  the  Eftablilhment  and  Confirmation 
of  the  Chriftian  Religion. 

3.  There  are  fome  Mighty  ASls  of  Provi- 
dence that  are  fpecial  and  extraordinary,  but 
yet  are  not  ftrialy  miraculous;  nor  are  they 
to  be  numbered  amongft  thofp  Works  of  Pro- 
vidence that   are  common.     And  what  Age 
or  Place  has  not  been  favoured  with  many  oif 
thefe  ?  And  were  the  Cafe  to  be  put  to  par- 
ticular Perfons,   I  doubt  not  but   that  feve- 
ral  in  this  AfTembly  would  acknowledg  they 
have  been  often  delivered  by  Mighty  A^s  of 
fpecial  Providence.    And  if  private  Perfons 
could  be  prevail'd  with  to  record  the  fignal 
Favours  which  they  and  their  Friends  have 
received  from   the  Hand  of  God,   I  queftion 
not  but  the  frequent  Reviews  of  fuch  a  Me- 
morial would  furnifh  them  with  abundance 
of  Pleafure,  as  well  as  adminifter  Support  un- 
der neiw  and  unexpeSed  Troubles.    The  Pfal- 
mift,  tholnfuch  deep  Sorrow  that  he  refus'd 
to  be  comforted,  and  under  fuch  Agonies  of 
Confcience  that  he  could  neither  flcep  norfpeak, 
and  began  to  queftion  whether  the  Mercy  and 
Faithfulnefs  or  God  would  not  fail  ftir^verj 
yet  in  all  this  idiftrefs  betakes  himfelf  to  the 
PraSice  I  have  juft  now  recommended :  /  will 
rf,  u?'*^'  ^^Wf»»^fr  the  Tears  of  the  Right  JHfand  of  the 
Moif  high.    I  tpHI  rememb^r^  or  recordf  as  the 
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word  fignifies,  the  Works  of  the  Lord :  Surely 
I  will  remember  thy  Wonders  of  old.  I  will  me^ 
ditate  alfo  of  all  thy  Works j  and  talk  of  thy  Doings, 
And  this  was  not  without  good  Succefs :  tor 
in*  the  very  next  Verfe  he  cries  out,  Who  is  ver.  ij. 
fo  great  a  God  as  our  God  !  He  can  now  put 
in  his  Claim,  who  but  juft  before  was  doubt- 
ing and  derpairing  of  the  Favour  and  Faith- 
folnefs  of  God-  But  the  fpecial  Providences 
1  (hall  principally  recite,  are  of  a  more  ex- 
tenfive  and  publick  Concern  ;  and  under  this 
Head  I  rank  fuch  Mighty  Afts  as  thefe,  viz.. 

The  Deliverance  of  the  Jewifiy  Nation  from 
the  MalTacre  dcfign'd  by  Haman^  which  had 
fuch  a  Chain  of  furprizing  Circum [lances,  as 
plainly  enough  fhow  that  it  was  brought  a- 
boat  by  a  fpecial  Direftion  of  God.  The  like 
may  be  faid  concerning  the  Advancement  of 
"^ofe^hy  who  notwithftanding  the  Envy  of  his 
Brethren,  the  Malice  of  his  Miftrefs,  and  the 
Difficulties  and  Difgrace  that  attended  his 
unjuft  Imprifonment,  was  rais'd  to  the  highell 
Dignity  of  a  Subjed,  being  fecond  in  the 
Kingdom  to  Pharaoh* 

Again,  That  David  fliould  be  taken  from 
the  Sheepfolds,  and  rais'd  to  a  Throne:  That 
from  following  the  Ewes  great  with  Toung^  G*<)i  Pfxi.  78. 79, 
flwuld  bring  him  to  feed  Jacob  his  People  y  and  Ifrael  7^- 
his  Inheritance :  That  a  Ma.n  of  fo  obfcure  a 
Charaaer,  and  of  fo  mean  an  Imploy,  fliould 
marry  a  Princefs  of  the  Blood,  and  over- 
come the  raoft  amazing  Difficulties,  and  con- 
fequently  efcape  the  hands  of  his  Father-in- 
Law,  who  defign'd  he.  fliould  fall  a  Viftim  to 
his  Rage ;  can  furely  be  afcribM  to  nothing 
but  the  fpecial  Favour  of  Heaven.  And  as 
remarkable  were  the  Providences  that  attended 
Z  3  <^l^i^ 
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this  Prince  after  bis  Acccflion  to  the  Throne  ; 
he  became  as  famous  in  the  Field  as  be  was 
in  the  Temple:  All  which  he  afcribcs  to  the 
fpccial  Kiodnefs  of  Heaven  j  for  fays  he,  God 
PftL  i».  teacheth  my  Hands  to  Wdr^  fo  that  a^  Bow  of 
,  Steel  is  broken  by  my  Arms.  Thou  hafi  alfo  given 
tne  the  jhield  of  thy  Salvation  j  and  thy  right 
Hand  hath  holden  me  vp^  and  thy  Gentlenefs 
bath  made  me  great  i  thou  hafi  enlarged  my  fiefs 
under  me^  that  my  Feet  did  notfiip*  I  have  pur'* 
ftid  mine  Enemies j  and  overtaken  them :  neither 
did  I  turn  again  tiU  they  were  confum^d. 

I  might  alfo  inftance  in  God's  raifing  ap 
of  Qtmi,  whofe  Prefervation,  if  circumftancM 
as  ^  Jufiin  reports,  was  as  extraordinary  as 
his  Atchievements :  For  tho  he  was  expos'd 
as  foon  as  born  to  the  Mercy  of  wild  Beafts, 
the  Providence  of  God  fo  order'd  it,  that  a 
brute  Animal  gave  Nouriftment  to  the  helpleis 
Infant,  and  defended  him  from  the  Beafts  and 
Birds.  The  poor  Shepherd,  who  had  beea 
employed  in  this  barbarous  Work  of  expofing 
the  Infant,  had  his  Pity  excited  by  the  Ten- 
der nefs  of  a  Brute,  and  imnjediately  takes  up 
the  Child  and  carries  it  to  his  Cottage,  where 
it  was  bred  up ;  Divine  Providence  guarding 
him,  till  from  a  poor  Shepherd's  Boy,  he  be- 
came  the  Prince  of  a  mighty  Empire:  and 
after  feveral  Viftories,  and  the  dethroning  of 
his  Grandfather  ^fiyages^  who  ordcr'd  him 
to  be  fent  out  of  the  World  as  foon  as  he 
came  into  it,  left  he  (hould  rival  him  ia 
his  Throne :  1  fay,  after  all  this  (as  was  fore- 
told by  a  Spirit  of  Prophecy  above  200  years 
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before  his  Birth)  he  deliver'd  the  Jews  from 
their  feventy  years  Captivity  in  Babylon^  and 
caus'd  the  Temple  to  be  rebuilt  at  Jeru/alem^Ui.u^i9, 
and  its  WorJhip  to  be  reftor'd.    Now  what 
can  fuch  a  Series  of  Wonders  be  afcrib'd  to^ 
but  the  Divine  Providence  ?  Many  more  of  the 
like  kind  might  be  reeited  from  facred  Story ; 
But  the  time  would  fail  me  to  tell  </ Gideon, Hektr.  32, 
and  of  Barak,  and  of  Samfon,   and  of  Jephtha,^^'  3+- 
—^/Samuel,  and  of  the  Prophets  ^  who  thro  Faith 
fubdued  Kingdoms^  wrought  Right eoufnefs^  obtained 

PromifeSy efcap^d  the  edg  of  the  Swordy   out  of 

weaknefs  were  made  firongy  wax^d  valiant  in 
fight^  and  turnd  to  flight  the  Armies  of  the  Aliens. 
Yet  it  may  not  be  unfutable  briefly  to  recite 
fome  Mighty  AEts  of  fpecial  Providence  which 
God  has  wrought  for  this  Nation;  not  to  look 
fo  far  back  as  the  Defeat  of  the  Spanifh  Ar- 
mada, that  was  boafted  of  as  invincible,  and 
the  amazing  Difcovery  of  the  Powder  Plot : 
but  to  inftance  in  fome  things  within  the  me- 
mory of  moft  of  us,  as  the  Happy  Revolution 
by  the  illuftrious  Prince  of  Orange^  who  was 
afterwards  defervedly  advanced  to  the  Throne 
of  thefe Realms;  who  enterpriz'd  our  Delive- 
rance at  a  defperatejundure,  and  accomplifli'd 
it  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  that  we  were  Ukethofe 
that  dream*  The  good  News  of  our  Happi- 
nefs  was  fo  fudden  and  furprizing,  that  we 
believ'd  not  for  Joy;  as  'twas  faid  of  the 
Difciples  of  our  Lord,  when  they  were  told 
that  he  was  rifen  from  the  dead.  Matters 
had  been  brought  to  that  extremity,  that  we 
had  nothing  in  view,  humanly  fpeaking,  from 
which  we  could  expeft  any  Relief:  Our  Lives 
were  in  imminent  danger,  and  our  Liberties 
adually  invaded  :  Our  Schools  of  Learning  like^ 
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ly  to  be  torn'd  into  Popifli  Seminaries,  aiKl 
our  Places  of  publick  Worfliip  into  Idola- 
trous Temples :  In  a  word,  all  that  was  dear 
to  us  lay  at  the  mercy  of  Arbitrary  Power. 
At  which  difficult  Crifis  it  pleas'd  God  to 
profper  the  Undertakings  of  that  exceDent 
Prince,  but  juft  now  nam'd,  and  to  give  as 
by  bim  an  aftonilhing  Deliverance,  an  amazing 
Salvation  ;  which  was  not  bought  with  a 
mighty  efFufion  of  Blood,  but  came  to  as  fo 
cheap,  that  'twas  never  put  to  the  hazard  of 
a  Battel.  And  can  any  ErtgUJh'Mati  and  Pro* 
teftant  look  back  upon  this,  without  the 
highelt  Gratitude  and  moft  exalted  Praife  ? 

Again,  we  may  very  well  efteem  the  Re- 
dudion  of  Irela$id  as  one  of  the  Mighty  ASs 
of  God*s  fpecial  Providence  j  and  particularly 
the  Succefs  of  our  Arms  at  the  Boytij  at  a  janc- 
ture  the  moft  feafonable.  Seafonable  I  fay, 
in  regard  it  was  neceflary  to  give  new  Spirit  at 
home,  and  to  abate  the  Triumphs  of  our  Ene- 
mies abroad,  who  had  juft  then  gained  fonac 
advantage  over  our  Navy :  Seafonable,  becaafe 
the  Fate  of  the  whole  Proteftant  Interelt 
feem'd  to  depend  on  that  hazardous  Battel  i 
a  Battel-  that  will  be  famous  in  Hiftory,  in 
regard  of  the  Difficulties  that  our  Hero  fur- 
mounted,  and  the  Glory  that  he  won. 

Again,  how  fignal  was  the  Hand  of  Divine 

Providence  in  the  glorious  Vidory  which  the 

Englijh  obtained  over  the  Frmch  Navy  at  Ln 

Hogue\  when  God,  who  holds  the  Winds  in 

his  hand,  and  caufes  them  to  blow  fh>m  what 

Corner  of  the  Heavens  he  pleafeth,  made  ufe 

•  of 'em  to  chain  up  the  i=Vtfwi  Fleet  till  ours 

c  we  e  prepared  to   attack  them ;   which  was 

-IoUqwM  with  fuch  Succefs,   that  the  Frtnth 
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were  utterly  defeated,    and  the  greatelt  part 
of  their  Capital  Ships  deft roy'd ! 

Aqd  what  Ihall  we  fay  of  Ring  IVlllUm*^ 
taking  of  Namur^  in  the  view  of  a  great  and 
numerous  Army?  Was  it  not  an  argument 
that  God  fought  for  us,  and  had  girded  our 
Prince  with  Strength  unto  Battel  ? 

Moreover,  the  conftant  Prefervation  of  the 
late  King  WiUiam  of  glorious  Memory,  ought 
to  be  reckoned  among  the  Mighty  AEtt  of  God's 
fpecial  Providence  to  thcfe  Kingdoms.    How 
eminently  did  the  Lord  of  Hofts  cover  the 
Head  of  that  Great  Prince  in  the^Day  of  Bat- 
tel abroad,  and  guard  his  Life  from  the  mur- 
dering Hands  of  bloody  Aflaflines  at  home! 
That  Prince  feem'd  to  be  born  for  the  common 
Benefit  of  Mankind,  as  he  was  moft  remarkably 
the  Darling  of  Divine  Providence.    A  Prince 
that  might  juftly  be  call'd  the  Father  of  his 
People:   for  he  had  nothing  inore  at  heart 
than  their  Welfare,  of   which  the  words  he 
utter'd  with  his  dying  Breath  are  a  proof:  Is 
thercj    faid  he,    any  more  that  I  can  do  for  my 
People  ?  Underftanding,  by  the  return  that  was 
made  him,  there  was  not  j  he,  like  Davidy  af- 
ter he  had  fervid  his  own  Generation  by  the  will 
§f  Cody  fill  ajleef.    Serv'd  his  Generation,  I 
fay,  by  frequently  hazarding  his  invaluable 
Life,  and  at  the  expence  of  a  vaft  Sum  out 
of  his  own  Eftate.    Yet  fuch  is  the  Ingrati- 
tude of  fome  who  enjoy'd  the  Benefits  of  his 
mild  Reign,  that  they  treat  his  Memory  with 
an  intolerable  degree  of  Rudenefs :    But  he  is 
afcendtd  above  the  blafts  of  Envy  \  and  the 
Name  of  WILLI jiM  the  Third  Ihall  Ihinc 
in  the  Records  of  Fame,   when   theirs  who 
have  endeavoured  to  ftain  it  fliaU  rot  in  eter- 
nal Oblivion.  Again, 
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Again,  the  Prerervation  of  her  prcfeot  Mt- 
jefty,  thro  fo  many  Difficulties  and  Tempta- 
tions, to  the  peaceable  PofleflTion  of  the  Crowa 
of  thefe  Realms,  well  dcferves  to  be  numbered 
among  the  Mighty  AEls  of  Divine  Providence : 
Not  all  the  Inunaations  of  the  Romilh  Clergy, 
nor  the  Authority  of  the  King  her  Father, 
having  been  able  to  byafs  her  (when  flie  mov'd 
in  a  lower  Sphere)  to  ad  contrary  to  the  Dic- 
tates of  her  Confcience,  And  fince  Her  Ma- 
jefty's  happy  Acceffion  to  the  Throne,  Divine 
Providence  has  guarded  Her  Royal  Perfon,  and 
caus'd  a  Current  of  Succefs  to  attend  Her 
Arms.  'Tis  under  Her  wife  Adminiftratioa 
that  we  enjoy  our  Civil  and  Religious  liber- 
ties. Peace,  Plenty,  and  Profperity  at  home, 
while  other  Countries  arc  involvM  in  the  Mi- 
feries  of  War.  Now  to  what,  but  the  fpe- 
cial  Indulgence  of  Heaven,  can  we  alcribc 
thefe  Favours ;  together  with  that  glorious 
Vidory  for  which  we  praife  God  this  Day, 
and  concerning  which,  I  (hall  have  occafioa 
to  fpeak  more  in  the  clofe  of  my  Sermon  ? 
I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  Head. 

Secondly^  I  am  to  tell  you  what  is.  compre- 
hended in  our  praifmg  of  God  for  tlje  Mighty 
jl£is  of  his  Providence. 

I.  It  fuppofes  that  we  ftridly  obferve  i^ 
what  Inftances  the  Divine  Attributes  are  diC- 
playM  in  favour  of  our  felves  or  others.  Ma^ 
ny  among  us  are  fo  unobfervant,  that  the 
moft  remarkable  Occurrences  in  the  Divine 
Government  efcape  their  notice:  and  if  at 
any  time  the  ftrangenefs  of  an  Event  invites 
their  Curiolity  to  look  into  it,  they  feldom 
have  regard  to  the-  firft,  bjut  wholly  account 
-J-  fojf 
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for  it  from  fecond  Caufes ;  forgetting  that 
God  keeps  the  Diredioa  and  Government  of 
all  Caufes  in  his  own  hand,  and  that  all  the 
Springs  of  Nature  are  turnM  by  him  as  he 
pleafeth.  And  whatever  fome  may  fay  to  ex- 
cufe  this  Negleft  and  Stupidity,  'tis  too  evi- 
dent to  be  deny'd,  that  it  fprings  from  Infide- 
lity and  Irreligion.  For  thofe  that  are  regard- 
lefs  of  the  Divine  Attributes,  when  difplay'd  in 
favour  of  the  Righteous,  and  in  terror  to  the 
Wicked,  do  by  their  Contempt  and  Carelef. 
nefs  render  themfelves  very  criminal.  And  I 
find  that  the  Royal  Pfalmift  pronounces  the  ter- 
rible doom  of  fuch :  Becau/e^  fays  he,  they  re^ 
gard  not  the  Works  of  the  Lord^  nor  the  Operation 
of  his  fJandsy  he  JhaH  deftroy  them^  and  not  build  - 
them  up. 

2.  The  Praifing  of  God  for  the  Ml^ky  ABs 
of  his  Providence,  fuppofes  that  we  have  a 
due  value  for  the  Benefits  we  receive,  and  a 
high  elteem  of  the  Benefador  that  beftows 
them.  While  any  thro  Ignorance,  or  by  the 
influence  of  Atheifm,  are  unacquainted  with 
the  fpecial  Favours  of  Providence,  no  wonder 
if  they  continue  under  the  guilt  of  an  un- 
grateful Silence.  For  as  Love  fuppofes  the 
Knowledg  of  the  Objeft,  fo  docs  TThankful- 
nefs  the  Senfe  of  an  Obligation.  And  where 
there  is  a  jult  Refleftion  on  the  Worth  of  our 
Mercies,  it  will  efFeftually  engage  our  Hearts 
and  move  our  Tongues  in  the  work  of  Praife- 
Now  in  order  to  value  aright  the  Favours  of 
Providence,  we  mult  afFeft  our  Minds  with  a 
lively  Senfe  of  our  provoking  Sins^  and  the 
clearer  view  we  have  of  the  latter,  the  higher 
efteem  we  (hall  have  of  the  former.  And  as 
a  Refiedion  on  our  Sins,  with  their  various 

Aggia- 
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Aggravations,  will  increafe  our  Regard  to  the 
Bleflings  of  Providence  i  fo  the  Confideration 
of  the  excellent  Nature  and  indearing  Circum- 
ftances  of  the  Divine  Favours  confer'd  upon 
OS,  would   wonderfully  excite  our  Gratitude. 
Who  that  reflefts  on  the  infinite  Extent  of 
t<ie  Divine  Indulgence,  the  multitude  of  God's 
tender  Mercies,  the  happy  Seafon  that  his  un- 
erring Wifdom  has  fix'd  for  the   beftowing 
them,  their  Agreeablenefs  to  our  Nec^flitles, 
together  with   the    difinterefted  Bounty  and 
generous  Freedom  with  which  they   are  dif* 
pensM,  but  muft  fet  an  extraordinary  Value 
on   the   Favours  of  Ood  i  and    the  rather, 
tvhen  they  confider  how  much  they  ought  to 
eftccm  their  great  Bfenefador  for  the  Per- 
fcdtionsof  his  Nature?  Amongft  Men,  we  va- 
lue a  Gift  as  we  love  the  Giver  j  fo  according 
to  the  ftrengtb  and  fervour  of  our  Love  to 
God,  Ihall  we  rate  thofe  Mighty  Jfts  of  fpe- 
cial  Providence  wrought  in  our  favour.    When 
the  Pfalmift  had  taken  a  view  of  God's  mar- 
vellous Works,  he  cries  out  in  extafy  and  rap- 
WaJ.  «j^    ture.  How  freciom  alfo  are  thy  Thoughts  vnto  mtj 
»7>««.       OGod  !  and  how  great  is  the  Sum  of  them!   If 
I  P}ould  count  them  J  they  are  more  in  numher  than 
the  Sand.    And   clfewhere   in    the   Book  of 
Pfalms  we  may  obferve,  that  the  Gratitude  of 
the  Pfalmift  did  arife  in  proportion  to  the  vi- 
w«i.  i«.  I,  gorous  flame  of  his  Love  to  God.    /  will  love 
l^^t%y'  ^fe/f,    O  Lord  my  Strength.— ^I  wii  call  ufon 
the  Lordy  who  is  worthy  to  be  frais^d-^  The  Lord 
livethj  and  blejfed  be  my  Rock  \  and  let  the  God 
cf  my   Salvation  be  exalted.    It  is  Cod  that  4- 
vengeth  me^   and  fubdueth  the  Peofte  under  me. 
He  delivereth  me  from  mine  Enemies  :  Tea^  thou 
liftefi  me  vp  above  thofe  that  rife  up  againfi  me  •• 

Thou 
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TToou  haft  delivered  me  from  the  man  of  Fiolence. 
Therefore  will  t  give  thanks  unto  thee^  O  Lordy 
among  the  Heathen  j  and  fing  Praifes  unto  thy 
Name-  , 

3.  The  praifing  of  God  for  the  Mighty  AEls 
of  his  Providence,  fuppofes  that  we  have  them 
imprefsM  on  our  Minds  and  lodg'd  in  our  Me* 
mories  i  without  which  we  fhall  be  but  faint 
in  our  Acknowledgments,  and  cool  in  our  of- 
fering the  Sacrifice  of  Praife.  And  'tis  remark- 
able, that  the  Pfalmift,  who  was  one  of  the 
brighteft  Examples  of  Gratitude,  did  his  ut- 
molt  to  imprint  God's  fpecial  Favours  on  his 
Mind:  I  remember^  fays  be,  the  days  of  old^  /PfaLi+s./. 
meditate  on  all  thy  Works^  I  mufe  on  the  Work  of 
thy  hands.  And  in  another  Pfalm,  this  excellent 
Perfon  Ihows  how  proper  Meditation  is  to  ex- 
cite us  to  the  Work  of  Praife :  —4^  mouth 
fhall  praife  thee  with  joyful  Lifs  j  when  I  remem- 
ber thee  upon  my  Bed^  and  meditate  on  thee  in  the 
Night-watches.  And^  the  Pfalmift  bein^  jea- 
lous of  his  own  He^rt,  gives  himfelf  this  fo- 
lemn  Charge  j  Blefs  the  L^rdj  Omy  Soulj  and  fttA.  10^.  %: 
forget  not  all  his  Benefits.  Oar  Neceffitics  will 
prompt  us  to  pray,  but  the  work  of  Praife  de- 
pends on  our  Ingenuity.  Alas !  fuch  is  the  In- 
gratitude of  moft  men,  that  there  is  hardly  any 
thing  in  the  world  fooncr  forgot  by  them,  thaa 
the  Works  of  God :  and  'tis  a  ftain  in  our  Cha-^ 
raBery  that  we  fo  much  refemble  the  Jfraelites 
of  old,  who  fung  GoJUs  Praife^  hut  foon  forgot 
his  Works* 

Tbe  Benefits  we  reeeive^from  Heaven,  are  too 
commonly  written  in  duft,  fo  that  they  are 
pf efently  wip'd  out,  foon  forgotten  j  theypaf$ 
thro  our  Minds  juft  like  Birds  thro  the  Air,  that 
leave  no  track  behind  them :  whereas  in  Souls 

that 
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that  are  truly  thankful,  and  duly  wrought  up 
to  the  work  of  Praife,  the  Favours  of  God  are 
very  deeply  engrav'd  ;  and  the  fenfe  fuch  re- 
tain of  them,  is  both  lively  and  lafting. 

The  Mighty  jiEls  of  fpecial  Providence  that 
God  hath  beftowM  upon  us  as  a  Nation,  for 
their  number  are  fo  many,  they  can*t  be 
recounted  i  for  their  Quality  fo  excellent, 
they  can't  be  exprefs'd :  fo  that  a  man  mull 
clofehis  Eyes  not  to  fee  them,  and  be  as  in- 
fenfible  as  a  Rock,  if  he  does  not  make  fomc 
grateful  Returns. 

4s  The  praifing  of  God  for  tht  Mighty  A3s 
of  his  Providence,  imports  our  having  fuch  a 
yrarm  fenfe  of  his  Mercies,  as  may  engage  us 
to  make  the  moft  folemn  and  open  Acknow- 
ledgments for  them.  Some  indeed  are  fo  lit- 
tle aff<5<3:ed  with  the  Favours  of  Providence, 
that  they  receive  thqm  as  the  difcharge  of  a 
Debt,  rather  than  with  a  ftnfe  of  being  under 
any  Obligation  to  the  Giver.  Now  in  things 
0f  a  lower  concern,,  that  man  is  marked  for 
hb  himtitudt,  that  receives  a  conliderablc 
Kijndjifls  with  a  cold*  fndil^ency  :  But  what 
words  can  ftt  forth  the  vile  Ingratitude  of 
thoft,.  who  receive  the  fpecial  Favours  of  Di- 
vine Providenpe  witpout  any  inward  fenfe  of 
Joy,^or  outward  expreflion  of  Thankfolnefs  ? 

There  is  no  reguliar  difcharge  of  the  Duty  of 
Praife,  w^ithbuta  cord?*!  Reception  of  the  Di- 
vine Benefits,  and  a  gr^tcfM  Acknbwlfedgment 
to  the  kind  BenefaSor..  And  whenever  our 
Hearts  are  warmM  with  a  fpnfe  of  Divine  Love, 
our  Tongues  wiB  ling  aloud  of  God's  Goodflcfs. 
Agreeable  to  this,  was  thepnafltice  of  the  Wal- 
K.40.X0.    mift  :    /  have  not  hid  thy  Rigisttttufrjefs   in  my. 

Hearty 
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Hearty  I  have  declared  thy  Faithfulnefs  and  thy 
Salvation^  I  have  not  conceaPd  thy  Loving-klnd* 
nefs  and  thy  Truth  from  the  great  Congregation. 
To  whatever  other  fenfe  thefe  words  may  be 
accommodated  with  refped  to  the  Mejfiah^ 
to  whom  they  are  applied  by  the  Author  to  the 
Bebrewsy  I  now  confider  them  as  they  report 
the  grateful  Praftice  of  the  Pfalmift.  Again, 
elfewhere  fays  he,  J  will  fmg  of  the  Mercies  o/pfai.89.  i. 
God  for  ever^  with  my  mouth  will  I  make  known 
his  Faithfulnefs  to  all  Generations.  I  will  puhlijh 
with  the  voice  of  Thankfgivingj  and  tell  of  all  his 
wondrom  Works,  But  who  can  utter  the  Mighty 
ABs  of  the  Lord  ?  Who  can  jhew  forth  all  his 
Praife  f 

Finally^  to  our  verbal  Acknowledgments  we 
mull  join  the  regular  Condufl:  of  our  Lives,  and 
the  prudent  Diftribution  of  our  Alms.  Let 
t4i  break  ojf  our  Sins  by  Righteoufnefs^  and  our 
Iniquities  by  fhowing  mercy  to  the  Toor\  if  fo  he 
it  may  be  a  lengthening  of  our  Tranquillity.  The 
moft  agreeable  Hymns  will  be  but  grating  Dif- 
cords,  unlefs  they  are  followed  with  Afts  of 
Charity.  The  Calves  of  our  Lips  will  be  in- 
fignificant,  without  the  Sacrifice  of  our  Alms; 
which,  when  oiTer'd  from  a  right  Principle^ 
and  to  a  due  End,  is  an  Odour  of  a  fweet  PIUL4..  ^'^ 
Smelly  and  a  Sacrifice  acceptable  and  well'pleafing 
to  God. 

'Tis  obfervable,  that  when  Abraham  re- 
turned from  the  flaughter  of  the  Kings,  and 
Melchifedeck  refrefh'd  his  weary  Troops  with 
Bread  and  Wine,  the  conquering  Patriarch 
gave  the  Tenth  of  the  Spoils  he  had  taken  in 
War  to  the  Prieft  of  the  mod  High  God.  And 
whether  it  ys^as  from  this  Inftance,  or  any  other 
of  the  like  nature,  I  will  not  determine,  that 

the 
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the  Gentile  Nations  fdl  into  a  Pradice  not  un-^ 
like  it.  'Tis  well  known,  that  aihong  the 
Heathens,  when  they  have  had  fuccersfbl  Cam-* 
pagns,  they  devoted  the  firft  and  heft  of 
the  Spoil  to  the  Service  of  his  Temple,  by 
whofe  favourable  Influence  they  fuppos'd  thq 
Vidory  was  obtained.  And  among  the  JeWs, 
bcfides  the  Obligations  they  were  under  to  de- 
vote the  Tenth  of  their  Eftates  to  the  Ser- 
vice of  God,  there  was  fomething  they  were 
obliged  to  part  with,  out  of  the  Spoils  they 
took  in  War.  Now,  if  the  Jews  mere  not  t§ 
appear  before  the  Lord  empty ^  but  every  man  was 
to  give  as  he  was  able,  according  as  the  Lord 
had  blefs'd  himj  how  much  ftronger  is  the 
Obligation  upon  as  who  are  eas'd  in  a  great 
meamreof  that  Charge,  to  which  the  Ceremo- 
nial part  of  the  Jewifli  Religion  conftantly 
obliged  its  Votaries  ?  Upon  days  of  Fafting, 
we  are  required  to  deal  our  Bread  to  the  Him-- 
gry^  much  more  on  days  of  Thankfgiving.  'Tis 
remarkable,  that  when  the  Jews  celebrated  a 
Day  of  Thankfgiving  for  their  Deliverance 
from  the  malicious  and  mifchievous  Defigns 
Efth.  9.  of  Haman^  'twas  not  only  a  Day  of  Feafting 
and  Joy^  but  of  fending  Portions  to  one  another^ 
and  of  Gifts  to  the  Poor.  And  what  time  can 
be  more  feafonable  than  this  Good  Djy,  this 
Day  of  folemn  Triumph,  to  difpenfc  our  li- 
beral Alms  ?  To  clofe  this  Head,  let  os  re- 
member that  our  Praifes  muft  be  offer'd  to 
Almighty  God  with  Afiedion  and  Fervonr, 
with  Sincerity  and  Delight,  in  Faith,  and  in 
the  Name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  But  I 
b^cn, 

Thirdly^ 
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Thirdly y  To  fpcak  to  the  great  Oblifi[atioii§ 

we  are  under  to  praife  God  for  tnc  M.ghty 
AEls  of  his  fpecial  Providence^  wrought  in 
favour  of  his  People.     And, 

I .  Our  Obligation  to  praife  God  for  his  fpe- 
cial Favours,   is  founded  on  natural  Equity. 
Praife^  as  well  as  Prayer,  is  a  Branch  of  Natural 
Religion  :   /  will^  fays  the  Pfalmift,  fraife  thc^r^g^,  ^^ 
JSlame  afGod  with  a  Songy  and  will  magnify  him  5'* 
with  Thankfgiving  y   this  alfo  jhall  fleafc  the  Lord 
better  than  an  Ox  ar  a  Bullock^  that  hath  Horns  and 
Hoafs.    In  which  words,  Praife  is  prefer'd  to 
Sacrifices,  the  mofl:  folemn  part  of  God's  po- 
fitive  Worfhip  among  the  Jews:  And  hence  we 
collet  that  God  was  better  pleas'd  with  the 
hearty  Praifes  of  his  People,  than  with  the 
Viftims  they  laid  on  his  Altar.    Praife  is  a  julfc 
Tribute  that  we  owe  to  Heaven:   Can  any 
thing  in  the  world  be  more  equitable,  than  that 
he  who  is  the  Author  of  our  Vidories^  Ihould  be 
the  Objeft  of  our  Praifes  ?  There  is  a  moral 
Obligation  upon  Men  to  give  each  other  what 
is  juft:    Render  J  fays  the  Apolble,    ta  all  their  ^^^*  ^f* 
dues  y  Tribute  to  whom  Tribute  is  due^  Cufiom  to 
whom  Cufionty  Fear  to  whom  Fear^  Honour  to  whoni 
Honour.    And  'tis  upon  this  natural  Principle 
of  Juftice,  that  open  and  folemn  Acknowledg- 
ments for  fpecial  Benefits,  are  God's  juft  Due, 
and   our   indifpenfable  Duty:    Give  mno  ritfPfali^J 
Lord  the  Clary  due  unto  his  Name,     But  alas, 
how  common  is  it  to  rob  God  of  the  eafy  and 
juft  Tribute  of  his  Praife  !  efpecially  when  Af- 
xnies  have  been  flelh'd  with  Viaories,  they  are 
apt  ta  facrifice  to  their  own  Net^  and  burn  In* 
cenfe  to  th^ir  own  Drag  \  they  give  the  Glory 
of  their  SuccefFes  to  their  own  Prowefs  and 
i;.;i^U\^  A  a  Condud\. 
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Conind:.  Mofts  having  a  jealoufy  of  the  If- 
rselUesj  cautions  'em  againft  this  particular 
Sin :    Biwart  thM$  tbtm  farget  not  the  Lord  th^ 

Cod^ —  to  f^y  in  thy  Hearty  My  Power  and  the 
Might  of  my  Hand  hath  gotten  me  this  Wealth. 
The  Wife-Maa  has  long  fince  remark'd,  That 
the  Race  is  not  to  the  Swifts  nor  the  Battel  to  the 
Strong.  And  fays  the  Pfalraift,  /  will  net  trvfi 
I  to  my  Bowy  neither  fijall  my  Sword  fave  me.     The 

Horfe  is  prepared  againfi  the  day  af  Battel^  imt 
ViH^ory  is  of  the  Lord.     And  elfewhcre^  In  Cody 
fays  he,  we  boafi  all  the  day  longy  and  praife  thy 
Name  for  ever:    which  words  are  thought  to 
be  the  Refultof  Davidh  pious  Refleftions  upoa 
the  glorious  Succefs  of  Ifraelh  Arms  againft  the 
Canaanitesy    where  he   traces  all  back  to  the 
firit  Caufe,  and  accordingly  gives  the  Glory 
of  that  Viftory,   not  to  Mofes  or  JoJIma^  but 
to  the  Lord  of  Hofts.     And  unlefs  we  praftife 
agreeably  to  this,  we  flight  the  Kindnefs  of 
Heaven^  and  violate  the  Law  of  Nature.    'Tis 
impoflible  to  be  ungrateful,  without  being  unjuft  ; 
efpecially  when  the  Favours  that  God  beftows^ 
are  a  lignal  Return  to  the  Prayers  of  his  People : 
As  we  may  well  efteem  the  late  glorious  Vic- 
tory, for  which  we  are  alTembled  to  praife  God 
this  day.    How  often  have  we  in  this  place 
prayM  for  the  Succefs  of  h^er  Majefty's  Arms, 
together  with  thofe  of  her  Allies  ?  and  have 
expoflulated  with  God  in  the  words  of  the 
ffal.  io«.     Pfalmift,  IVilt  not   thou^    0  Gody    who  haft  cajt 
tuoff\  Wilt  not  thoUy  O  Cody   go  forth  with  our 
Hofts  ^  And  did  we  not  on  that  occaflon  fo- 
lemnly  promife,  if  God  would  hear  our  Cry, 
and  plead  our  Caufc,  and  fcatter  our  Enemies, 
that  we  would  praife  him  with  the  Voice  of 
Thankfgiving  ?  And  IhaU  we  not  now  pay  wr 
*••  .  -  folcmn 
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foUmn  Fows  tQ  the  Almightyy  which  our  Lip  ut* 
ter^d  and  eur  Mouths  have  fpoken  when  we  were 
in  trouble  i  And  when  'tis  evident,  that  God  has 
given  0  Sfirit  of  Judgment   ta  thofe  that  fit  in 
Judgment^   and  Strength  to  fuch  as  turn  the  Bat- 
tel from  the  Gates.     And  if  thefe  things  fliould 
be  forgotten,   we  fhall  break  both  a  volunta- 
ry as  well  as  a  natural  Obligation,   and  be- 
come doubly  guilty  of  fo  foul  an  Ingratitude 
that  no  words  can  defcribe.    But  1  hope  I  fpeak 
to  fuch  as  are  ready  to  fay  with  the  Pfalmifl:, 
JVe  love  the  Lord^  becaufe  he  hath  heard  the  voice 
of  our  Supplications ;  becaufe  he  hath  inclined  his 
Ear  unto  us^  therefore  will  we  call  upon  him  as  long 
as  we  live.     Bleffed  be  God  who  has  not  turned 
away  our  Prayer^  nor  his  Mercy  from  ns.     But, 

2-  Our  Obligation  to  praife  God  for  thjB 
Mighty  A^s  of  his  peculiar  and  diftinguifhing 
Providence,  may  be  argued  from  the  fpecial 
Advantages  that  attend  the  regular  Perfor- 
mance of  this  Duty:  And  they  are  fuch  as 
thefe. 

(i-)  The  faithful  Difchargeof  the  Duty  of 
Praife  is  attended  with  a  peculiar  Pleafurej  a 
Pleafure  truly  rational  and  fublime.  We  are 
indeed  aflur^d,  That  none  of  God^s  Commands 
are  grievom  j  and  that  the  ways  of  Wifdom  are 
ways  of  Heafantnefs^  and  all  her  Paths  are  Peace  •• 
tho  it  can't  be  denied,  but  that  fome  Duties 
of  Religion  have  more  of  dijfficuU/  and  labour 
attending  them  than  others;  as  iiepentance, 
and  the  Mortification  of  Sin,  which  are  attend- 
ed with  much  Trouble  and  Sorrow,  tho  teoa- 
per'd  with  fome  degrees  of  Hope  and  Com- 
fort. 

1  might  alfo  inftance  in  the  Duty  of  Prayer^ 

a  Service  in  which  good  mtti  delight  j  yet  Con- 

.vi^i  A  a  2  feflion. 
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feflion,  which  is  a  part  of  Prayer,  cannot  be 
manag'd  aright,  without  forrowful  reflexions 
on  our  Guilt  and  Folly  in  finning  againft  God. 
But  when  we  engage  in  the  work  of  Praife^  we 
fix  our  Eyes  on  his  aftonifhing  Goodnefs  dif- 
playM  in  various Inftances  on  our  behalf,  which 
muft  needs  afford  us  a  very  agreeable  Profped, 
and  ocCafiona  fublimated  Pleafure. 

Prayer  is  moft  futed  to  the  State  of  the  Af- 
flicted, but  Praife  to  the  Condition  of  the 
Chearful,   as  the  Apoftle  James  intimates  in 

James  j.  3.  thcfc  words :  Is  any  among  y^,u  affliSted  ?  Ut  him 
fray :  Is  any  merry  f  let  him  fing  Pfalms*  A 
pieafant  and  delightful  Praftice,  as  the  fweet 
Pfalmift  of  Ifrael  alTures  us  from  his  own  Expe- 

^  '3J.  3-  rience  :  Praife  the  Lord^  fays  he,  for  the  Lord  is 
good :  Sing  Praifes  to  his  Name^  for  it  is  fleafant. 
H7-  X.  And  in  another  Pfalm,  Praife  ye  the  Lord^  for 
it  is  good  to  fing  Praifes  to  our  Gody  for  it  is 
pieafant  y    and  Praife   is  comely  *     Praife  is  the 
Offspring  of  Divine  Love,  than  which  nothing 
can  produce  a  higher  Pleafure  and  Joy  in  the 
Mind  i  Love  is  the  moft  foft  and  eafy  Paffion, 
which  being  influenced  and  excited  by  the  di- 
ftingailhing  Kindnefles  of  Heaven,  caufes  the 
Soul    to ,  overflow  with  Joy  and    Gladnefs. 
When  the  Royal  Pfalmift  had  prayM  for  the 
utter  Deftruftion  of  the  Enemies  of  God,  he 
^••3»  4-.  immediately  fubjoins^  But  let  the  Righteous  he 
glad  J  let  them  rejoice  before  Gody  yea^  let  them  ex- 
ceedingly rejoice.     Sing  unto  Gody  fing  Praifes  to 
his  Name  :    Extol  him  that   riduh  upon  the  Hea" 
vens  by  his  Name  Jah,    and  rejoice  before   him. 
And  when  God  had  fignally  preferv'd  the  Pfal* 
mift,  and  refcu'd  him  from  the  hands  of  his 
treacherous  Foes^  he  reviews  lils  Deliverance 
with  a  peculiar  fort  of  Pleafure:   for  fays  he, 
-  ^  ^^  ~  Thou  ' 
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TTyou  haft  turned  for  me  my  Mourning  into  Dan-'^^-^o.  n, 
cing  i  thou  haft  put  ojf  my  Sackclothy  and  girded^^* 
me  with  Gladnefs.  To  the  end  that  my  Glory 
may  fing  Praife  to  thecy  and  not  he  filent:  O  Lord 
my  Godj  I  will  give  thanks  unto  thee  for  ever* 
(2.)  Another  Advantage  that  attends  our 
praifing  of  God,  is,  that  it  will  reftrain  us  from 
the  commiflioii  of  Sin,  and  quicken  us  in  the 
performance  of  the  necefTary  Duties  of  our 
Holy  Religion.  Chriftians  will  be  able,  thro 
the  Grace  of  God,  to  baffle  the  raoft  violent 
Temptations  to  Sin,  while  they  retain  a  vigo- 
rous fenfe  of  the  Divine  Goodnefs  on  their 
Souls  i  for  they  argue  thus  with  themfelves? 
*'  Has  God  by  a  peculiar  and  diftinguifliing 
**  Providence  watch'd  over  and  defended  us  ? 
**  Has  he  fcatter'd  the  Prond  in  thelmagina- 
*^  tions  of  their  Hearts  ?  Has  he  encompafs'd 
'^  us  about  with  his  Favour  as  with  a  Shield  ? 
*'  Has  he  indulged  us  with  the  Bleflings  of  th© 
"  upper  and  the  nether  Spring?  Has  his  right  - 
"  Hand  and  his  holy  Arm  gotten  us  the  Vic- 
**  tory  over  our  Enemies?  And  fliall  we  dare 
*'  again  to  break  his  holy  Commandment  ? 
*'  God  forbid.  How  can  we  do  this  great 
"  Wickednefs,  and  finagainll  God?"  Again, 
with  regard  to  the  Duties  of  Religion,  none 
are  fo  likely  to  perform  them  as  thofe  whofe 
Hearts  are  inflam'd  with  the  Love  of  God  9 
there  is  no  Motive  niore  powerful  to  engage 
us  in  a  fteddy  Courfe  of  Obedience :  fo  much 
the  Royal  Pfalmift  intimates  in  thefe  words  i 
For  thy  Loving'Kindnefs  is  before  mine  eyes y  and  lH%Lz$.ii 
have  walked  in  thy  truth*  So  long.as  wc  keep 
tlie  Loving-Kindnefs  of  God  in  view,  it  will 
make  us  fteddy  and  unmovable^  always  abounding 
in  the  mrkqj  tM.yrd^  A94  PTQBP^fPO^!^!? 
^ai,'  *      Aa  3       '  ^j 
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t6  tlw  Vlgowra  ftiife  ifFc  tmvc  of  the  Divide  Fk* 
tours,  wiH  be<mr  Care  t&  bmow  and  pAeafe 
God.  If  odr  Hefttcs  are  enlarge  lAUh  ^  Ibnft 
of  Ms  Lore,  weihtflinm^ftiyin  the  n^yof 
his  Prccq?is. 

TboTe  Mea  tiiart  art  rigtitty  dKQ^^d  for  the 
work  of  Praife,  and  vrto  xemn^KfA^^  fenft 
of  their  Obligations  to  Hea?efti|  wiH  argoe 
themrekes  into  a  cofiftrmity  to  the  DtviAt 
Precepts  after  this  matiftcr :  **  Weatt^inwop- 
^  thy  to  btta^he  in  GodH  Air,  or  to  tread  on 
^  his  Eatth  j  we  aft  lefs  thaa  the  leaft'cf  all 
^  h^is  Menlies  \  we  are  liefot^e  him  as  tiotbmg<i^ 
^  yeajlefsth^nmlriftigjandi^anini  we^re^Mit- 
^  tytebelUOds  Creatures )  we  have  abtis'd  bis 
^  PatieMe,  de(]^sM  lAs  GoodnoTs,  aiffronted 
^  hisHoHiiefs,  darM  his  Power,  Md^prordk^ 
^^  him  to  Amger  moll  tiitterly  by  onr  repented 
^  Abofntnationsi^  yet  hatli  he  loaded  us  with 
*  his  B»iefits :  the  Lines  ^i  fatten  tomM  fUeH-^ 
•*  fiint  fftac^j  and  trr  hnve  k  gwfdfy  ffih^Jie  .• 
**  WhatlbdU  TPf  render  to  God  far  all  his  Benifts  f 
^  We  will  take  the  Cup  of  Sdvntumr  and  taU 
^  upon  the  Name  of  tht  Lord.  Nothing  can  be 
•*  too  much  for  us^to  do  or  foffer  for  him,  who 
^  is  our  Hope  and  Help,  owr  Fmrefs  and 
•*  ftrong  Tower  J  our  kind  and  generous  Benea. 
•*  radpr,  our  Shield  and  our  exceeding  great  Se^ 
^  ward.^  Now  if  fuch  an  Advantage  is  this 
does  neceflarily  attend  the  regttlar  Dtfchargb 
bf  tlie  Duty  of  Praife,  howgteat  is  our  ObU- 
jgation  to  perform  it  ? 
^  ^  <j.)  Another  Advantage  attendingthe  work 
*f  Praife,  is,  tihat  it  will  give  the  Soul  fodi  n 
%iewt>f  Gtfd'sdMbtetcPcrifcaiotts  and  relatlvt 
Coodnefs,  w  Will  greenly  hwible  k.  No  Per- 
Ton  ever  i&fiicbta  £xampleof  Bumillty,  as 

the 
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the  incarnate  Son  of  God,  becaufc  no  Perfon 
had  fo  comprehenfive  a  Knowledg  of  the  Per- 
feftions  of  the  Godhead  :  O  how  great,  how 
furprizing  is  this  ravifhing  Myftery  !  The  blef^ 
fed  Jefus  was  holy  and  harmlcfs,  undefil'd  and 
feparate  from  Sinners  j  he  had  not  the  leaft 
Pollution  to  humble  and  abafe  him,   yea,  he 
thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  Godj  yet  he 
humbled  himfelfy  and  became  obedient  even  to  the 
Death  of  the  Crofs.    But  tho  we  profefs  to  be 
the  Difciples  of  this  blefled  Lord,  we  are  en- 
compafs'd  about  with  manifold  Sins,  and  yet 
are  fo  vain  as  to  think  too  highly  of  our  felves. 
Now  a  Soul  that  is  often  engag'd  in  the  work 
of  prailing  God,  gains  fuch  a  view  of  the  Di- 
vine Excellency,  as  difcovers  its  own  Guilt 
and  Deformity,  and  fo  keeps  it  at  the  foot  of 
God :  For  the  clearer  our  Conceptions  are  of 
the  Divine  Attributes,  the  deeper  fenfe  we 
Ihal!  get  of  our  own  Ignorance  and  Weaknefs. 
This  ellea  it  had  upon  Job :  I  have  heard  of  thee  Job  4.1.  f. 
by  the  Hearing  of  the  Ear  \  but  now  mine  Eyefeeth 
thee :    Wherefore  I  abhor  my  felfy  and   recent  in 
Duft  and  Aflses.     Now  'tis  no  flight  favour  to 
have  our  Humility  increased,  which  is  QOt  only 
a  bright  Ornament  to  the  Chriftian  Life,  but 
it  is  that  on  which  God  fets  a  high  value, 
and  to  which  he  has  made  great  Promifes :  Tl^evcAiif.^. 
Meek  will  he  guide  in  Judgment^  the  Meek  wilt  he 
teach  his  way* 

(4.)  Thofe  that  are  not  backward  in  praifing 
God  for  the  Mercies  they  have  received,  are 
ordinarily  favoured  with  richer  Benefits.  The 
juft  Tribute  of  Praife  they  fend  up  to  Heaven, 
does  not  return  empty.  'Tis  remarkable  in 
Nature,  that  the  Vapours  which  are  exhard  by 
the  Sun,  and  afcend  towards  Heaven,  make 
wi  Aa  4  :yi  way 
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way  for  froitfal  Showers:  fo  tbePraifes  (at 
weQ  as  the  Prayers)  we  dired  upwards,  draw 
rt^r-^^.dowQ  for  as  a  liberal  Sopply.  La  the  PeofU 
ffdife  thee  J  O  God^  let  the  People  frdife  theei 
thenfiiM  the  Earth  yield  her  Increafe^  and  Ged^ 
even  cut  Ged^  jhall  hlefs  us.  Whereas  an  on- 
gratefol  Silence  will  ftop  the  Current  of  Divine 
FaToars,  and  fhot  op  the  BoWels  of  Mercy  it 
feif.  And  now  wJho  that  has  the  leaft  fpark  of 
Ingenuity  can  want  aDifpofition  to  engage  in 
a  Work  fo  pleafant  and  eafy,  fo  bonoutible  and 
adv^ntagtoos^  that  does  tend  to  the  etdiargiog 
the  Powers  )o£  oar  Minds,  and  the  perfeSing 
.of  our  Natures,  and  happily  iecures  to  u$  fo- 
ture  Bieffiogs?  The  Worflupof  the  Je^s  tm^^* 
"der  the  Old  Teftament  was  cpftly  and  tix>iil3|e«- 
^  £une  J  but  what  God  requires  of  us  underthe 
::Kew^  is  the  eafy  and  cheap  Saerifice^ef^  Pfaift^ 
the  Calves  ef  eur^  Lifs*  , 

Finally,  I  might  arg(ic>  onr  Obligation*  to 
praife  God  from  the  Nature  and  foceHenqr  of 
the  Duty  it  felf.  Praife  is  juftly  to  be  prefer'd 
before  Prayer,  as  being  the  more  noble  and  ex<- 
cellent  piece  Of  Service.  Our  Obligation  to 
pray,  coiiimenc'd  with  our  Guilt;  but  Praife 
was  the  proper  impioy  of  Man  in  Paradife,  as 
4t  ibaU  be  hereafter  in  Heaven.  Now  that 
.  which  was:  the  Duty  of  reafonable  Creatures  in 
Innoccacf^  and  remains  to  befo  fince  theFall, 
and  (hall  be  their  Imployment  in  Heaven*  ough( 
tp  hav©  tfie  preference  to  other  parts  of  Wor- 
ihip/>  fraiie  is  a  work  coiamon  to  the  Church 
Militant  and  the  jChwrch  Triumphant.  Thofc 
,tbat  are^^mitted  n«areft  to  the  Throne  of 
God^  and  have,  the  bf^ighteft  views  of  hisGlory^ 
«re  always  ing^g'd  ia  this  agreeable  ^rvice: 
{liie  I^guagf  Qf  Heaven  is  mUeluj^b.  ^Tis 
\    i  "  in 
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in  the  work  of  Praife  that  we  have  near  and 
clofe  ComtnanioQ  with  Angels  and  the  Spirits 
of  ]\xtt  Men  made  perfed,  as  well  as  with  him 
who  is  the  Head  of  all  Principalities  and 
Powers. 

The  united  Thankfgivings  and  Praifes  of  a 
whole  Kingdom,  is  as  if  Heaven  was  come 
down  upon  Earth,  or  as  if  we  had  begun  our 
Heaven  here.  In  a  word,  as  our  Obligations 
to  praife  God  are  eternal,  fo  the  work  of 
Praife,  like  the  Objeft  we  adore,  fhall  laft  for 
ever.  But  what  refin'd  Delights  will  mix  with 
our  Songs,  when  we  ftrike  up  in  concert  with 
the  whole  Hoft  of  Heaven,  we  fhall  not  per- 
fedly  know,  till  we  are  got  out  of  this  World, 
that's  full  of  Difcord  and  Hatred,  into  the  o- 
ther  where  there  is  nothing  but  Harmony  and 
Love.  But  1  proceed  to  the  laft  thing!  pro- 
posM,  viz.*      ^ii-yt  itnrrt   '^u  ^  •;  v  i^»t>  -^nii^l 

1  To  make  fome  Improvement  futable  to  the 
folemn  and  joyful  Occafion  of  our  prefcnt  meet- 
ing. 

Waving  feveral  Inferences  that  might  be 
drawn  from  what  has  been  difcours'd,  I  (hall 
mention  but  two,  and  haften  to  a  Clofe.  ^ 

i/.  If  we  are  under  fuch  great  Obligations 
as  you  have  heard  to  praife  God  for  the  mi£hty 
A^s  of  his  diftinguifhing  Providence,  then  'tis 
reafonable  the  fignal  Favours  thefe  Kingdoms 
have  fhar'd  fhouldbe  tranfmitted  to  Pofterity. 

What  Hiftory  can  furnilh  us  with  fuch  a  fur- 
prizing  Series  of  Bleffings,  as  has  attended 
thefe  Nations  from  the  happy  Revolution  in 
1688,  to  this  very  day?  None  either  antient 
or  modern,  except  what  we  meet  with  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures.  .  . 

Therefore 
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Therefore  let  m  lund  down  the  Knowledg 
of  tbe&  ttnjigs  from  Age  to  A^,  tiat  apotn  a 
feriODs  review  of  tbem^  both  we  and  bar  Chil** 
dren  may  be  encoorag'd  to  hope  iache  Meny^ 
and  truft  in  the  Arm  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts« 
And  for  this  very  end,  God  gave  a  Law  in 
Ifr^el^  that  they  ihould  (hew  to  Posterity  Om 
MI.  70.  4>  Fraifes  ofthi  Lord^  his  Stringthj  md  the  w&ffder" 
^' ^'^-  ful  Works  he  hm  dene.  Br  he  efiMifii'd  n  n/b* 
m9?y  in  Jacob)  and  affekited  4  lAOe  in  lirael^ 
tphieh  be  cemnumded  ewr  fdthirsjhatfheujhmild 
make  them  knemn  ee  their  Children :  Thae  V9e  Gene^ 
tatiens  to  teme  mi^  kmme  themj  even  the  ChMdren 
which  jhould  he  horn  4  t^o  JhouU  arife  and  declare 
them  to  their  Children:  i%^  they  might  fet  their 
hope  in  Ged^  and  not  fergH  the  Wi^ks  rfO^i 
ht  keep  bis  Commandments. 

2i;/>,  How^eafonabk  i$  it  that  we  ftoakl 
praife  God  with  the  moft  exalted  Vigoirir,  att 
well  for  the  late  mighty  ARs  of  his  Providence, 
n  for  thoife  of  an  amitfrittr  date !  I  bope  ma* 
ny  of  as  have  a  warm  and  a  Kvdy  lhift«f  thtf 
great  Goodnefs  of  God  to  os,  in  the  aftonilhine 
Socccfs  of  her  MajeftyH  Arms,  and  tbofe  of 
her  Allies,  under  the  Command  of  iSie  Dake 
of  Marlhoi^o^gh.  And  if  oar  Mhids  are  fata« 
bly  aiRtfted  vrkh  the  late  glorious  Vidory,  for 
which  we  are  afiembled  to  praife  God,  w« 
ftallnotmakea  faint  andiaftgnilbingAdoiow** 
ledgment,  but  engage  all  Vbt  adive  Powers  of 
our  Minds,  that  wemay  M^T^JJpfm  according  f# 
hie  excttP^nf  Gremnefs.  TO  promote  which 
end,  let  me  pitvatl  with  you  to  ccmfidcf  tht 
following  things.  ^ 

I .  How  little  realbn  we  bad  to  expeft  that 
Divine  Providence  Ihould  tM  the  Viftory  on 
our  fide,  when  our  Iniquities  were  ft  s&anf 

and 
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are  a  pnful  Fe$fU^  4  NnHon  taden  mth  Imquity^ 
M  Seed  •/  tvil  mn'S^  Children  that  dre  Ccrrvftirs. 

The  Peace  that  we  have  had  at  home  has  ren- 
dered us  ftupid,  and  our  Plenty  has  been  abus'd 
by  ExcelTes. 

England  has  been  the  Theatre  of  God's 
Judgments  as  well  as  the  Scene  of  his  Won- 
ders: What  an  amazing  Judgment  was  the 
late  Storm  !  Yet  equally  amazing  is  it  that  the 
Impreffion  it  made  ibould  befo  foon  worn  out, 
and  that  awefol  Warning  no  better  improved ! 
How  do  Men  lay  the  Reins  on  the  Neck  of 
their  Lulls,  and  outrage  God  with  his  own 
Benefits  ?  How  have  we  fpurn'd  at  the  Bowels 
that  founded  towards  us,  and  lifted  up  our 
Heels  againfthim  who  has  often  ftretchM  forth 
his  Arm  for  our  Salvation  ?  Aftonifhing  Good- 
ncft !  that  God  Ihould  appear  for  fo  wicked 
and  unthankful  a  People  as  we  are,  and  make 
our  Arms  Viftorious.  Let  this  Confideration 
greatly  excite  us  to  praife  the  Lord  of  Hofts. 

2.  Gonfider  the  Seafonablenefs  of  this  late 
Viftory:  Our  Affairs  hid  a  very  melancholy 
Afpeft  at  home,  the  Spirit  of  a  Party  had  too 
much  prevailed  and  divided  the  common  In- 
tereft  and  Strength  j  and  abroad  almoft  all  lay 
at  the  hazard  of  a  Battel.    Now  at  this  cri- 
tical Junfkure  did  Providence  interpofe,  and 
give  the  Viftory  on  our  fidej   nothing  fure 
could  have  been  more  opportune :    Let  there- 
fore the  Seafonablenefs  of  this  Viftory  infpirc 
as  with  futable  fervour,  and  give  a  fprightly 
accent  to  the  Hallelujahs  we  fmg  this  day. 

3.  Gonfider  the  Greatnefs  of  this  Viftory: 
The  French  themfelves  call  the  Day  that  it 
was  obtain'd,  the  fatd^  and  mortd  Day.    And 

if 
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if  we  take  the  nomber  of  the  (lain  froov  their 
own  Accounts,  'tis  extraordinary  v  prpbably 
a  more  entire  Vidory  has  not  been  obtain'd  ia 
the  laft  Age,  in  any  part  of  Eurofe. 

We  know  fome  Princes  abroad  have  boafted 
of  Victories  they  never  obtained,  and  have 
barry'd  their  poor  Slaves  to  the  Temple  to 
ling  TV  Deum^  when  their  Armies  have  beea 
beaten  in  the  Field* 

How  has  a  neighbouring  Monarch  brib'd  his 
own  Hiftorians  to  publilh  partial  Accounts, 
that  by  hiding  Danger  from  his  People,  he 
might  keep  up  the  Vigour  of  their  Spirits ! 

But  the  gloriom  FiUcry  we  praiCe  God  for 
this  day  is  lo  real  and  compleat,  that. we  need 
not  fear  the  Light,  but  leave  our  Enemies  to 
tell  the  Story  i  for  'tis  remarkable,  that  aU 
the  Accounts  that  have  come  iince  the  Battel 
was  fought  at  Bleinheiftf^  rather  enlarge  than 
leflen  the  Succefles  and  theTripmphsof  that 
never-to-be-forgotten ,  Day,    Now  the  Great- 
nefsof  this  Viftory  is  yet  more  vifible,  if  we 
confiderthat  the  Flower  and  Glory  of  /r^wcr, 
the  beft  difciplin'd  Troops  that  Prince  had, 
were  iogag'd  againfi:  nsj   and  at  the  head  of 
them  fprne  of  the  bi^ay^ft  Oi&cers  that  have 
appear'ji  mi  fight,   fiicb;  as  had  bjeep  us'd  ta 
lead  out  to  Battel,  a;id  to  lead  on  tp  Vi^ory  i 
TroQp$  the  French  Kiqg  thought  ^ilmojit  invin-^ 
cible,  they  having,  fo  often  fetcb'd  home  Vic- 
tories thro  Fields  of  Blopd  :  and  aolipnly  the 
French  Generals,  but  the  Eledor  qf  BavarU 
moft  be  acknowledged^  Man  of  an  Eaterpri- 
2iDg  and  Martial  ^Geniusj  and  one  that  for* 
merly  bad  fpread  hi>  conquering  Banners  in  the 
Plains  of  riVw,^,  and  had  teen  bonpur'd  with 
Succefs  and  ViSory  in  many  Battels,  Moreover^ 

their 
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their  Number  wasfaperior  to  ours,  and  they 

had  very  much  the  Advantage  of  the  Ground  : 
And  fo  confident  were  our  Enemies  of  Succefs, 
that  they  took  no  care  to  fecure  their  Retreat, 
who  were  not  us'd  to  be  wanting  in  that  re- 
fpeft^  But  notwithftanding  all  thefe  things, 
we  have  obtained  an  entire  Viaoryeirtfo  that  the 
greateft  part  of  the  French  Armyf  iyas  either 
flain  in  the  Field,  or  pulh'd  into  the  Danube. 

Sometimes  a  great  Army  is  defeated,  when 
yet  the  greateft  part  of  them  efcape  j  but  here 
it  was  quite  other  wife :  Our  Enemies  iP^rf^Z-ira.  4.1. 2. 
ven  as  Duft  to  the  Sword  of  our  General,  and  as 
driven  Stubble  to  his  Bow*  Indeed  the  Difputc 
between  the  two  Armies  wae  hot  and  long  ;  but 
the  greater  the  Hazard  in  the  Combat,  the 
brighter  the  Glory  in  the  Iflue.  'Tis  numbered 
among  the  Glories  of  the  great  Captain  Han- 
nibdy  that  he  refolv'd  to  ht^itgt  Rome ^  tho  he 
was  never  able  to  lead  his  Army  within  the 
view  of  her  Walls.  But  what  then  fhall  we 
fay  of  the  matchlefs  Courage  of  her  Majefty's 
Captain-General,  who  did  not  only  march  an 
Englifh  Army  into  the  very  heart  of  the^er- 
man  Empire  to  engage  one  more  numerous, 
but  when  one  Wing  of  ours  began  to  give  way, 
bad  the  Prudence  and  the  Prefence  of  Mind  to 
rally  it  again,  which  under  God  turn'd  the 
Scale  ?  So  that  once  more  the  World  has  had 
a  fignal  Inftance  of  Engltfl)  Bravery,  under  the 
Influence  and  Blefling  of  Heaven :  Far  ^tls  the 
Lord^s  doingy  and  it  ought  to  be  tn^rvellopts  in  our 
Eyes. 

.4,  Confider  what  kind  of  Enemies  they 
were,  which  Heaven  has  vanquifh'd  by  her  Ma- 
jefty's  Forces  v  fuch  as  are  falfe  and  treache- 
rous, full  of  Mifchief  and  allSubtilty,  whofe 
/-:/}  tender 
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tender  Mercies  are  cruel,  a  People  profbdnd  for 
Slaughter,  very  expert  in  the  ufe  or  thofe  Wea* 
pons  that  deroor  Flefh.  God  has  profpei'd 
our  Arms  againft  a  Prince,  wbofe  exborbitant 
Power  and  boundlefs  Ambition  have  pnibM  him 
forward  to  afpire  after  a  Univerfal  Monardiy : 
One  that  ibisf itoop'd  to  all  the  baft  Method^ 
that  coaUt  bpxifram*d  by  BartborHdl,  to  ac« 
complifli  his  iDeftgiis. 

How  has  he  perfecutcd  and  deftroy^d  bis  own 
Subjeds,  and  With  what  Treachc;ry  aodBafendR 
has  be  aded  towards  bis  Keigbbonrs?  bidding 
an  opea  defiance  to  Honour  and  Religion^ 
breakup  aQ  folemn  EosafiemeDta  and  Tri»tiei| 
npotv  the  leaft  prarpeci  be  bad  to  enbrge  bk 
Dominioos,  and  to  prepare  his  way  for  iJirio 
Terfal  Empire. 

lndeed,)r/£J^/^^the  Tbird,ofglortout 
memory^  gave  frequ^eit  Checks  to  the  Ambi- 
tion of  this  Prince  ^  but  Hea>^ea  feems  to  have 
referv'ditbe  great  Work  of  hombling  thisprood 
Tyrant  to  nia  immediate  isixxeflor  in  the 
Throne,  who  has  by  her  vidbrious  Arms(4>- 
ftnlVl  the  Glory  of  France. 

5.  Confider  the  Diftaace  of  the  places  which 
was  the  Scene  of  the  late  gtorions  Vlifto^: 
This  bappf  Circomftante  ot^ht  to  en^ge-m 
toprai£eGod  with  the  mbre  Warmth  abd  Vi« 
goor.  We  have  the  Advaitt^ge  of  tkie^/i6s6TYf 
without  hearing  the  coo^d  ac^of  theWtr* 
rior,  or  feeing  of  Garments  rolPd  ia  Bloods 
O  what  canfe  have  we  tp  blcis  God^  that  tbc 
War  has  been  kept  out  of  the  Bowels  of  o»r 
Coantry?  Who  can  relate  the  Mtibftstf  nd 
Defolationsthat  the  Inhabitants^ of  thoHb^lttcef 
are  involv'd  in,  where  great  Battels  arefotagbt^ 
by  the  Sallies  and  Excorfions^of  differisnt  Par- 
ties, 
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tics,   before  Viftory  is  caft  on  either  fide  ? 

No  Words  can  defcribe  what  Horror  fills 
thofe  places  that  are  made  the  Seat  of  War  \ 
where  men  lofe  their  Property,  and  are  in 
continual  hazard  of  their  Lives,  have  theii* 
Houfes  plundered  and  then  fir'd,  their  Daugh* 
tcrsand  Wives  ravifli'd  in  their  view,  and  the 
difmal  Groans  of  the  Dying  always  in  their 
ears.  But  blefled  be  God,  we  of  this  happy 
Nation  are  kept  from  fuch  Diftreflcs  by  his 
indulgent  Providence. 

^  6.  A  Vidory  over  the  Enemies  of  our  Reli- 
gion and  Liberties,  is  greater  in  its  Confe- 
quences  than  for  a  Nation  to  efcape  a  Plagut 
or  a  Faniine :  for  neither  of  tbefe  Judgments 
affect  the  Religious  or  the  Qvil  Liberties  of 
a  People;  the  Law  has  ftill  its  free  Courfe, 
Courts  of  Juftice  are  open.  And  'tis  remark- 
able, that  David  chofe  rather  that  a  Fanzine  iSam.  24, 
ox  a  Peftilence  Ihould  be  brought  on  his  King-  ij. 
dom,  than  to  flee  before  his  Enemies. 

What  can  a  Proteftant  Nation  exped  if  con- 
qucr'd  by  Papifts,  whofe  Refentments  are  deep 
and  their  Revenge  high,  being  both  excited  by 
Superftition?  What  can  weexpeftlefs  than  to 
be  hinder'd  in  the  Exercife  of  our  Religion, 
and  to  be  deprived  of  our  Civil  Rights  and 
Properties,  than  which  nothing  can  be  dearer 
to  us,  both  as  Proteftants  and  Englijhmen? 

'Tis  remarkable,  that  when  the  Grecians 
were  fet  free  by  Flaminim  t\it  Roman  General, 
their  Joy  was  too  big  for  their  Hearts,  and 
they  could  fcarce  believe  their  own  ears :  For 
when  the  Cryer  proclaimed  their  Liberty, 
they  defir'd  that  fweet  word  LIBERTY 
might  be  repeated  again.  O  fliall  not  we,  who 
jhavc  our  Liberties  fecur'd  to  us  under  a  happy 
.    ...  Con- 
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ConftitQtion,  be  fenfible  of  oar  Privileges,  as 
likewifeof  the  important  Confequences  of  the 
late  Viftory  ?  A  Vidory  that  has  not  only  fe* 
car'd  and  fav'd  the  finking  Empire,  and  in- 
fpir'd  with  Vigour  the  whole  Confederacy,  but 
will  be  to  us  a  Pledg  of  future  and  greater  Blef- 
fings,  if  our  Sins  do  not  provoke  God  to  depart 
from  us,  and  give  us  the  Reverfe  of  our  prefent 
Happinefs. 

Bat  fome  may  be  ready  to  fay,  that  we  pufh 
this  matter  too  far,  and  conclude  the  Goodnefs 
of  our  Caufe  from  the  Greatncfs  of  our  Succefs. 
To  fuch  we  are  ready  to  grant,  that  Succefs 
will  not  make  a  Caufe  good,  if  it  be  not  lb  be« 
fore.  But  if  to  defend  the  Liberties  of  Man« 
kind  againfl:  a  mighty  OppreObr,  be  a  good 
Caufe,  ours  is  fb :  If  to  maintain  the  Title  of 
a  Proteftant  Queen  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
thefe  Realms,  together  with  the  SucceQion  as 
by  Law  eftablifh'd  in  the  Proteftant  Line,  a<« 
gainft  the  Defign  of  impofing  a  fuppofititious 
Heir  on  ^he  Natron^  be  a  good  Caufe,  ours  is 
fo  V  and  Ood  has  owh'd  it  from  Heaven,  in  the 
lat*^  memorable  Vicasory  we  arc  aflembled  to 
praife  r  bin! .  for  this  day^  But  in  the  imidft  of 
pur  Piraifes  and  Triumphs,  let  us  be  humble 
and  modeft,  let  not  our  SuccefTes  render  us  too 
fanguioe  and  confident;  In  a  word,  let  as  be 
carpful  t^at  no  £xcdles  ftain. the. Glory  of  this 
Thaukigiving-Day*    J  .    i  i 

To  conclude:  Let  us  earneftly  pray  that  as 
.Cod  .hasfbegun  to  humble  a  haughty  Tyrant  by 
the  tend  of  a^  Woman,  fo  her  Majefly  may 
fcQurgelhis  Infolence,  and  lay  all  his  Honour  in 
theidntt.  a  1.'.  I    ^  >  :      .       .   b-;  j.'> 

May^ccefs attend theiCpunfels^  andViftory 

thcj'ARn&iOf  Q*  iANNE:',  inaty  SlerJjecthe 

.>J  "  '  happy 
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happy  Inftrument  of  reftoring  an  honourable 
and  lafting  Peace  to  Eurofe^  and  may  Her  Pie^ 
ty  tranfcend  that  of  all  Her  Predeceflors :  May 
her  Name  be  great  on  Earth,  and  Ihine  in  the 
RoUs  of  Fame  as  long  as  the  Sun  and  Moon 
endure:  May  the  Wifdom  of  God  direftHer, 
the  Angels  of  God  encamp  round  about  Her : 
May  (he  always  reign  in  the  Hearts  of  her  Sub- 
jefts,  and  trample  on  the  Necks  of  her  Ene- 
mies i  and  let  aU  the  People  fay  Atn^n^. 


ih 
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Ec  CLES.  IX.  y. 

For  the  LiVtn^  know  that  they  p?all  die 

I  T  has  not  only  been  the  Ob- 
fervation  of  thofc  who  liv'd 
before  us,  that  all  things  in 
this  World  vary  and  arefub- 
jeft  to  change,  but  every  one 
experiences  the  Truth  of  it. 
And  tho  we  have  not  had  either  the  Capa- 
city or  the  Opportunity,  with  which  the 
wjfeft  of  Men  was  favoured,  to  fearch  into 
the  Nature  of  all  thofe  Creatures,  which  coih- 
pofe  the  vaft  Syftem  of  the  World  \  yet  there 
are  fcarce  any  of  us  fo  little  acquainted  with 
our  felves,  or  the  Worlji  we  live  in,  but  have 
reafon  to  pronounce  with  Solomon^  that  all 
we  meet  with  here  is  Fanity  and  Fexation  of 
Spirit* 

We  cannot  find  enough  in  our  felves  to 
render  us  happy,  and  'tis  impoffible  that  the 
Creatures  which  are  fubjeO:  to  Vanity  fliould 
make  us  fo.  Uncertainty  is  infcrib'd  upon  all 
things  in  this  World  i  and  as  for  Life  it  felf, 
one  of  the  molt  valuable  Bleffings,  we  are 
not  fure  of  enjoying  it  for  a  moment  to  come : 
Bb  3  For, 
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Jam. 4. 14.  For,  as  St.  741WW obferves,  IVhat  is  your  Life? 
^tis  even  a  f^apour  that  affeareth  for  a  little  timej 
and  then  vmifins  ^tw^y. 

Does  it  not  then  equafll'  ^efervt  oat  C&fii- 
pafiion  add  Woisder,  that  Xht  gefier^iUty  frf 
People  (hould  ftuj^dly  neg^ed  ttieit  Pre^rt* 
tion  for  Death  ?  the  they  kaow  as  ctrtai&ty 
that  they  Ihall  die  as  that  they  now  live,  and 
that  'tis  not  in  the  Power  of  any  Mortal  to 
protraft  a  ihort   Life,   or  prevent  a  fad  den 
Death,     llje   Living    'know  that  they  JhaU  die ; 
this  is  a  Truth  that  Men  need  not  have  provVi 
to  'eitt  by  ia  long  train  of  Reafoning  :   Thfe 
Records  of  the  Grave  are  a  ftanding  Evidence 
of  Man's  Mortality;  and'cVery  €^y cdfi^nOet 
us,  That  Man  in  his  heft  BfiMte  is  m^htr  Vi^ 
mVj;;  and  that  Men  indefinitely,  due  a^  ^ft(^ 
as  another,  go  to  their  long  Ittm^^  4»i  tte 
Mourners  go  ahottt  the  Strtets.     ttt  fi^dy  litt 
at  fuch  a  rite,  as  if  this  Life  WOtiM  IieTer 
have  an  end,    and  as  if  the  other  wou'd  ne* 
ver  begin  ;    tho  there  is  not  a  Man  living 
but  knows  he  (hall  die.    This  is  a  Truth  that 
the  World  has  been  acquainted  with  above 
iive  thoufand  years :    and  left  aUy  flioald  be 
fo  vain  as  to  imagine  that  they  are  exemp- 
ted from  the  Common  Law   of  Mortality, 
God  does  frequently  admooilb  'em^   by  tHfr 
eafes  and  D«:ays  in  their  Bodies,   that  this 
earthly  Houfe  of  their  Tabernacle  muft  fiK)rt- 
ly  be  diflblv'd  and  crumble  into  Daft.    The 
Living  know  that  they  JhaU  die* 

The  neceffity  of  Dying  is  equally  iovinci*- 

p{ai.S94«.  ble  to  all  ^   iVhat  Man  is  he  that  liveth^    and 

Ztfch.i,y.  fi'^^  ^^^  f^^  Death  f    ShaU  he  deliver  his  Soul 

'-  '  *  from  the  Hand  of  the  Grave  f  Sciab.     T^vr  fii- 

thers^  whereat  they?  Andihe  frofhets^  Jko  they 

li'Hit 
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live  for  ever?  As  all  things  come  alike  to  a%  as^er.  ». 
the  Wife-Man  obferves,  and  there  is  one  Event 
to  the  Riffhttom  and  to  the  Wicked,  as  to  thfe 
eood  an^  evil  things  of  this  Life :  fo  it  is 
with  refpea  to  Death  it  felf  i  for  the  Holy 
as  well  as  the  Profane  are  fubjea  to  the  Great 
Law  of  Mortality:  They  ^ all  lie  down  alike J°^ "'*^' 
in  the  Dufi,  and  the  Worms  jhall  cover  them. 
Tie  Living  (howevcr  difFerenc'd  and  dif- 
tinguilh'd  in  their  Gharafters  while  living) 
know  that  they  jhall  die.  .  ,    ^. 

The  Connexion  of  thefe  Words  with  the 
Context,   is  not  eafily  difcern'd  at  the  firit 
View     Bat  however,  after  the  Wife-Man  had 
aflerted,  that  the  Difpenfations  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence are  promifcuous  and  dark ;  and  that 
we  are  not  capable  of  difcerning  God's  Favour 
or  Difpleafure  by  what  happens  to  Men  in 
this  Life  i  he  tells  us,  That  this  is  an  Evil  a- vet.  3: 
mong  all    things  that  are    done  under    the   Sm^ 
that  there  is  one  Event  unto  all.     The  meaning 
of  which  Phrafe  1  take  to  be  this.   That    tis 
very  troublefome  and  Ihocking  to  wife  and 
good  Men,   that  they  ftou'd  be  as  much  ex- 
pos'd  to  Mifery  and  Trouble  in  this  Life  as 
the  Wicked  themfelves.     Then   he  inlinuates 
how  apt  bad  Men  are  to  abufe  the  Divine  Pa- 
tience :  Teay  alfo  the  Heart  of  the  Sons  of  Men  ts 
full  of  Evily  and  Madnefs  ^  in  their  Heart  while 
they  live.    The  Thoughts  of  the  Divine  For- 
bearance  towards  'em,  pufli  them  on  violently 
in  a   courfe  of  Sin,   as   the  Wife-Man  elfe- 
where  obferves:    Becaufe  Sentence   againft    <jkecc1.  J.u; 
evil  Work  is  not  executed  fpeedily,    therefore  the 
Heart  of  the  Sons  of  Mm  is  fully  fet  in  them 
to  do  Evil  J  and  after  that  they  go  to  the  Dead. 
Thev  fink  into  the  Grave  like  other  Mortals : 
B  b  4  tor 
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for  Solomon  lets  us  knaw,  that  Death  pots  aa 
end  to  the  Happinefs,  as  well  as  to  the  Precipi- 
tancy and  Madnefs  of  the  Wicked  :  for  he  adds 

Vcr.  4..  immediately,  For  him  that  is  joined  to  all  the  Li' 
vingj  there  isMope.  Melancthon  ^  tv^nH^itQS  the 
Words  thus.  What  ^therefore  is  to  be  chofen  ? 
in  one  that  is  alive  there  is  Hope  :  And  in  an- 
fwer,  fays  he,  to  thofc  who,  being  difturb'd 
at  the  Confufion  of  things,  askM,  Moft  we 
then  chufe  to  labour,  when  we  meet  with  no 
Rewards?  S(?/^iw^»replies,  by  all  means,  follow 
your  Callings,  and  leave  Events  to  God.  In 
one  that  is  alive ^  there  is  Hofe'j  which  niay  be 
extended  to  the  Mind  as  well  as  to  our  out- 
ward Concerns :  there  is  Hope,  Men  may  live 
to  fee  their  Follies,  correft  their  Miftakes, 
amend  their  Lives,  and  recover  the  Favour  of 
God,  which  is  irrecoverably  lolt  when  gone 
from  hepce. 

But  he  adds,  A  living  Dog  is  better  than  a 
dead  Lion'^  whereby  he  wou'd  fignify  the  jufl: 
Preference  which  ought  to  be  given  to  Life, 
abovp  any  thing  that  is  inanimate.  Th? 
meaneft  Creature  living  is  better  than  the 
nobleft  dead.  But  fome  may  be  ready  to  ask,  1$ 
not  this  inconfiftent  with  what  the  Wife-Mail 

Ecci.  4-.2.  has  elfewhere  advanc'd,   in  fraifing  the  Dead 
which  are  already  deadj    more  than  the  Living 
which  are  yet  alive  ?   To  this  I  return,   that 
i  in  OHe  PalTage  he  has  regard  to  the  Troubles 

of  Life,  and  in  the  other  to  the  A^dvantages 
of  it  i  fo  that  taking  him  in  thefe  different 
Views,  the  feeming  Contradiaion  is  perfeftly 
reconcil'd:  and  then  follows  the  Text,  But 
the  Living  know  that  they  p^aUdie* 
.—. —  '      I  — - 

*   Vid.  Dr.  Patrick*/  Foja^hrajc, 

Tb« 
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The  Royal  Preacher  wou'd  not  have  Life 
undcrvalu'd,  nor  wouM  he  have  Rational  Be- 
ings ignorant  of  the  Offices  of  Life  ;  and 
therefore  having  aflcrted  the  Dignity  of  it, 
he  adds,  For  the  Living  know  that  they  JhaU  die  : 
q.d.  Life  is  to  be  improv'd  as  a  Prepara- 
tion for  Death,  and  Time  as  it  may  difpofc 
us  for  a  Blefled  Eternity.  So  that  he  fecms 
here  to  infinuate,  tha'^t  to  die  well  is  the  great 
End  of  living-,  and  that  Life  it  felf  is  prin- 
cipally to  be  valu'd  on  this  account,  as  it  gives 
us  an  Opportunity  to  prepare  for  our  great 
Change,  that  we  may  make  a  comfortable  and 
happy  Exit  out  of  this  World  j  For  the  Living 
know^  &c. 

In  difcourfiDg  of  thcfe  Words  I  jhall, 

L  Speak  of  the  Knowledg  that  the  Living 
have  concerning  their  Death. 

II.  Show  you,  that  tho  the  Living  arc  un- 
der a  neceffity  of  dying,  'tis  no  Reflect 
tion  either  on  the  Juftice  or  Goodnefs  o^ 
God. 

III.  Inquire  whence  it  is  that  the  genera- 
lity of  the  Living  negle*^  their  Prepara^ 
tion  for  Death,  tho  they  certaiqly  know 
they  (hall  die.  •" 

I.  We  are  to  fpeak  of  the  Knowledg  that 
the  Living  have  concerning  their  Death. 

The  Living  know  that  they  JhaU  die^  that  the 
Union  betwixt  Soul  and  Body  fhall  be  diflbl- 
vcd,  that  they  (hall  leave  this  World  and 
enter  on  another  State  •,  and  Reafon  didates 
that  they  (hall  then  be  coaverfant  with  a 
World  of  Spir its  i  and  agreeably  to  their  good 
or  bad  Behaviour  here,  be  happy  or  miferable 
hereafter,  Th^ 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


3^8  A  Tuner dl  Sermon  on 

The  Frame  and  Oonftitution  of  Human  Na- 
ture is  fuch^  that  every  one  who  makes  jult 
Refleftions  on  his  own  Being  and  Faculties, 
muft  readily  acknowledge  that  Man  is  composed 
of  two  very  different  Principles,  viz,.  Mat- 
ter and  Spirit.  Now  all  material  compounded 
Beings  are  fubjed^  to  Diffolution.  Indeed  the 
Soul  is  Immaterial,  and  confequently  Immor- 
tal :  1  don't  fay  'tis  abfolutely  immortal,  for 
in  that  fenfe  God  only  hath  Immortality. 
Yet  oar  Souls  are  incapable  of  dying,  bccaufe 
there  are  no  internal  Caufes  of  Di^lution  in 
a  Spiritual  Subftance.  I  acknowledg  that  God 
may,  if  he  pleafes,  annihilate  Human  Souls  i 
but  I  know  no  reafon  which  fhould  induce  us 
to  believe  that  he  will :  tho  we  have  the  greateft 
rcafon  in  the  World  to  conclude,  that  we 
(hall  pat  off  thefe  Bodies,  and  that  they  ihall 
be  reduc'd  to  Dull:,  from  whence  they  were 
at  firit  taken. 

Again,   the  Experience  of  every  Age  has 
fhown  that  Men  are  mortal,  and  the  Living 
of  the  prefent  Age  know  that  they  are  com- 
pos'd  of  the  fame  frail  Materials  as    thofc 
were,  who  liv'd  and  died  in  Agespa^  5  and 
as  they  fi'-?  up  the  rooms  of  others  who  are 
gone,  they  know  they  muft  fhortly  lie  down 
in  the  Duft,  that  others  may  fucceed  in  their 
^cckf.  1.4..  room.     One  Generation  pajfeth  awM^    anA  an^^ 
ther  Generation  cometh.     Now  thefe  two  ways 
the  Heathens  were  capable   of  knowing  the 
Truth  in  our  Text,  without  the  Affiftance 
of  a  Divine  Revelation:   But  we  who  enjoy 
the  Word  of  God,   have  a   very  clear  and 
.  diftindt  difcovery,    which  way  Death  was  firft 
introduc'd  into  this  lower  Worlds  as  well  as 
the  Method  that  i;ignite  \Vifdom  has  efta- 
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blife'd  for«ir  com?)kat  VtftBry  otcr  it  at  laft, 

vtx..  by  OUT  Biefied  Saviour's  Death  and  Re- 
furreaion.  By  the  former  we  took  away  tfoe 
Stin  of  Deathy  and  defiroy'd  him  that  had  the 
Power  of  Death  •,  and  by  the  latter  he  gave 
us  the  aflaring  Pledg,  and  the  moft  pertett 
Pattern  of  our  own  Refurreaion. 

As  to  the  entrance  of  Death  into  the  World, 
St.  P-«/ gives  us  the  following  account  :  Where-  Rom.^f. «. 
fore  by   Man  Sin  enttr'd    into  the  World,    and 
Death  by   Sin,     or    for  Sin  •,    and    fo    Death 
fafs'd  vvon  all  Men,   for   that  all   had    finned. 
For  until  the  Lav,  Sin  was  in  the  World  •,  but 
Sin  is   not  imputed  when  there  is  no  Law.     Ne- 
verthelefs.  Death  reign'd  from  Adam  to  Mofes, 
tven  over  them  that  had  not  finned  after  the  Si- 
militude of  Adam's  rranfgrejfion,  who  ts  theB- 
vure  of  him  that   -was  to  come.     In   thele  tew 
words  the  Apoftle  fubftantially  proves,  That 
the  true  Gaufe  of  Man's  being  fubjefted  to  the 
common  Law  of  Mortality,   was  the  Sm  of 
Mam  \   which  elfewhcre  he  exprefly  affirms, 
and  often  repeats  in  words  very   lignificant 

and  eraphatical:    e.g. rhro  tioe  Offmce    cfv^oy.^u 

one,  many  are  dead  ; By  one  Mm  s  Ojjcnce,   '^ 

Death  reigned  by  one; By  the  Offence  of  one. 

Judgment  came  vpon  all  Men  to  Condemnation  ; 

"Bv  me  Man's  Difobedience,  many  were  made  Sin- 
ners.   So  the   iame  Apoftle  fays   in   another 
Epiftle,  That  in  Adam  all  die.     AH  which  Ex- 
prcffionsare  of  like  Import  with  chat  fitft  ci- 
ted. In  whom  all  have  finned  ;    from  which  the 
Apoftle  feems    to  argue  after  this  manner  : 
Tho  all  that  defcended  from  Adam  in  an  or- 
dinary way,  had  fin'd  as  well  as  he,  who  was 
the  common  Parent  of  Mankind  ;  yet  till  the 
divine  of  the  Law  at  Mount  Sinai,  we  find  no 
*'  .j.  Law 
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Law  promalg'd,  that  denoanc'd  Death  againll: 
all  kind  of  Sin,  but  that  very  Law  that  threat* 
ned  Adam  himfeif  with  Death.  Bu^  of  the 
Tree  of  the  Knowledg  of  Good  and  Evil^  thou 
{halt  not  eat  of  it  \  for  in  the  Day  thou  eatefi 
thereof^  thou  Jhalt  furely  die.  Now  'tis  evident, 
that  none  of  the  Pofterity  of  Adam  did  ac- 
taally  violate  this  Law  *,  and  fays  the  Apoftle, 
Sin  is  not  imputed  where  there  is  no  Law  :  i.  e. 
'Tis  not  fo  charg'd  upon  Man,  that  he  ihould 
die  for  it,  before  there  is  any  Law  that 
threatens  Death  againft  it.  Neverthelefs^  Death 
reigned  from  Adam  tiU  Mofes,  even  over  them 
who  had  not  fin^d  after  the  Similitude  of  AdaVOi^s 
Tranfgreffion.  Now  whether  we  underftand 
this  of  Infants,  or  fuch  as  were  adult,  neither 
of 'em  did  eat  the  forbidden  Fruity  nor  fin 
againft  any  Law  that  threaten'd  Death  to  all 
Sinners.  So  that  upon  the  whole  the  Apoftlc 
infers,  that  'twas  Adan!%  ^m  which  did  render 
Men  obnoxious  to  Death:  He  fin'd  as  the 
Head  and  common  Parent  of  Mankind  i  fo 
that  all  his  Pofterity  may  be  faid  to  have  firfd  in 
him^  and  fallen  with  him  in  his  firfi  Tranfgreffion. 

Now  Adam  having  brought  himfeif  under 
the  Sentence  of  Death  by  his  Apoftacy  from 
God,  'twas  impqflible  under  fuch  Circumftan- 
pes,  that  he  Ihou'd  propagate  an  Immortal 
Race.  So  that  the  Living  not  only  know 
that  they  are  obnoxious  to  Death,  but  that 
they  die  for  Adamh  Sin,  and  in  confequence 
iieb.  9. 17.  pf  God's  Decree  and  Appointment.  But  be- 
fore I  leave  this  Head,  1  would  make  one 
Remark,  viz..  That  'tis  evident  from  Divine 
Revelation,  that  Men  do  as  well  deferve  Death 
for  Aftual,  as  for  Original  Sin.  And  therefore 
t|io  the  jintediluvians^  an^  the  M^n  of  Sodom^ 

'  were 
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were  fabjeded  to  the  Law  of  Mortality  by 
the  Sin  of  Mam  \  yet  the  one  perifh'd  by 
Water,  as  the  other  did  by  Fire,  becaufe  of 
their  own  perfonal  Rebellions  againft  the  So- 
vereign of  the  World. 

Again,  The  Living  know  they  Jhall  die  i  but 
then  their  Knowledg  does  not  extend,  either 
to  the  preclfe  Time,  the  particular  Manner, 
or  diftina  Place  of  their  Death :  When,  how, 
and  where  we  (hall  die,  we  cannot  teU.    Tho 
each  of  us  may  fay  with  Job^  I  know  thou  wilt  i^^i^^^i- 
bring  me  to   Deaths    and  to  the  Houfe  af pointed 
for  all  Living.     And  yet  we  may  as  truly  fay 
with  good  old  IfaaCy    I  know  not  the  Day  of  my  Gen.  27,  il 
Deatk    God  has  in  great  Wifdom  and  Mercy 
concealed  from  us  future  Events,  and  particu- 
larly the  Time  of  our  own  Death,   and  the 
Death  of  our  Friends :  In  Mercy,  I  fay,  that 
wc  might  not  torment  our  felves  with  me- 
lancholy Reflexions  on  the  fatal  Period,   if 
near  *,  nor  indulge  our  Appetites,  and  fo  defer 
our  Preparations,  upon  the  diftant  View  of  our 
Change.     If  we  perfeftly  knew  the  exaft  time 
of  our  DiflTolution,  as  it  might  difcourage  us 
from  the  vigorous  purfuit  of  Knowledg,  and 
the  beneficial  Offices  of  human  Life  \  fo  pro- 
bably many,    thro  fear  of  Deaths  would  be  all  i^^),,^^:^^^ 
their  Life-time    fubjeEt    to   Bondage*      If    Men 
were  fully  affur'd  they  (hould  attain  to  a  very 
great  Age,  it  would  tempt  them  to  be  care- 
Jefsof  their  Health,  and  put  'em  upon  undue 
Methods  in  a  time  of  Sicknefs.     If  Men  are  fo 
vicious  now,  when  they  cannot  tell  but  they 
fliall  die  the  next  Moment  ^  into  what  excefs 
of  Riot  would  they  run,  and  into  what  Mif- 
chiefs  would  they  plunge  themfelves,  if  they 
had  fifty  or  fixty  Years  in  view  ?   If  Men  are 
*  \  fo 
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fb  mad  CUV  ^eir  LuQ:9,  that  (h«y  breal^  tbra 
the  Reftra&Ats  of  R^f^foa  and  Religion^  ^nd  aB 
thie  RemoA&ances  ^f  Coa&:ience,  whea  tbcy 
kaow  no|  l^  they  may  die  ta  tbe  midijb  of 
their  Follies ;  •  what  woi^'d  tbefe  Wf  e;tqh^be^ 
what  wQu'4  th^X  do^  wa>  wb^t  woa.'d  they 
npt  do,  to.  gratify  ^  please  their  f^nfual 
Appetitfs,^  cxmldtlMsy  he  aicerlaiD'd  of  half  a^^ 
Age  ta  CQme  ?  ^94eedq^  fi^h.  is  the  atp»2sing. 
peg|eaeraq(  of  ^om^ji  Kaljure,  that  Mea  who^ 
aj[e  eoflay'd  tQ  their  Ipafts,  (iU>  not  only  t^ke 
QOjQPurageosei]^  to  fin  from  the  vain  Expec* 
tatioa  of  a  Ipng^  Life,  but  are  fomietigiejs^  ex-* 
(;ited  with,  the  otmp^  Violence  to  paffofi; 
their  forbidden  Pleaiares,  whea  they  appre^ 
head  that  their  time  here  will,  be  very  ihort. 
Therefore  whcft  we  tell  the  Men  of  Libettyir 
and  Pleaiiif e,  who  have  made  great  Advaoces 
in  Sin,  that  they  molt;  &ortly  bid  an  Eter-*^ 
nal  Adiea  19,  e\^ery  thiQg  that  flatters  and 
courts  thjeir  SeQfe^  i  they  do  like  the  ohili^ 
nate  Jcms^  who  whea  God  had  told  'ei*  by 
his.  Prophet^  that  they  Ihoald  ihortly  be  ct$t 
oif  by  bis   J^dgoiients,   &id.    Let  m  eat  and^ 
drinij  for  to  morrow  rpe  fljojl  dU*    And  I  re- 
member, the  Book  of  Wifdom  reprefents  tho 
Wicked  as  encoaraging  themfelves  to  be  dif* 
folate  and  Uixorious,,  fron^  the  Coniideratioa 
of  the  Sbortneis  and  Vanity  of  Hum^n  Life, 
in  fuch  w^ds  as  thefe  :    Our  Life  fhall  fafs 
wifd.  1.4^,9  ^way  as  the  Trace  of  a  Cloudy  and  Jha/i  be  dip* 
fers^d  as  a  Miil  that  is  driven  away  with  the 
Beams  of  the  Sun^   and  avereiome  wi^  the  Hea$ 
thereof      For  ow    time  is  a  very  Shad^no  thati 
fajfeth  away.  — ^  Come  on  therefor e^  lee  m  enjoj^ 
the  good  things  that  are  frefent ;    andi  let  hs  fpee^ 
dily  ufe  the  Creatures^  like  as  in  Touth*    Let  tee 
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fill  mr  ftlves  with  coftly  Winey  and  Ointtnems  \ 
and  let  no  Flower  of  the  Spring  fafs  by  m*  Let 
HS  crown  our  [elves  with  Rofe-'huds  before  they  be 
withered.  Let  none  of  us  go  without  his  fart  of 
cur  Jollity :  Let  m  leave  Tokens  of  our  Joyfvlnejs 
in  every  flace  ^  for  this  is  our  Portion^  and  our 
Lot  is  this.  Can  any  thing  be  more  abfurd  than 
fuch  Inferences  as  thefe,  from  the  Confidera- 
tion  of  the  Shortncfs  of  Life,  and  the  Cer- 
tainty of  Death  ?  Yet  thefe  are  the  celebrated 
Maxims  of  thofe  who  place  Happinefs  in  the 
Gratifications  of  the  Animal  Nature,  and  know 
no  Pleafures  beyond  thofe  of  the  Body.  'Tis 
a  remarkable  PafTage  which  is  recited  by  He^ 
rodotus  ^  concerning  MycerintUy  one  of  the 
Kings  of  Egypt  J  That  when  Notice  was  given 
him  by  an  Oracle,  that  he  had  no  more  than 
lix  Years  to  live ;  finding  that  neither  the  A- 
poiogies  he  made  for  himfelf,  nor  the  Com- 
plaints he  returned  to  the  Oracle,  could  alter 
the  Decrees  of  Fate,  he  refolv'd  to  indulge 
himfelf  in  Eafe  and  Luxury,  to  live  faft  ^  and 
by  turning  the  Nights  into  fo  many  Days,  he 
contrived  to  live  twelve  Years  in  fix. 

Again,  Did  we  certainly  know  that  upon 
foch  a  Day  the  beft  and  deareft  Friend  we  had 
upon  Earth  would  take  his  final  leave  of  us, 
how  fliould  we  anticipate  the  forrows  of  part- 
ing, and  live  under  continual  Fear  and  Dread? 
Finally,  The  Living  know  that  they  fhall  die\ 
but  the  particular  Time,  and  the  various  Cir- 
cumftances  thereof,  are  in  much  Goodnefs  and 
Wifdora  concealed  from  us,  that  fo  we  may  be 
always  ready. 

;  Vid,  Hcrodot.  Ub,  z,  Hift, 

indeed 
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Indeed  the  Holy  Scripture  informs  us,  that 
Ef2och  and  Elijah  had  the  Privilege  to  be  ex- 
empted from  the  great  Law  of  dying.    Of  the 
G«.j.  24^  former  'tis  faid^  That  he  walked  with  Cod  and 
was  not  J  for  God  took  him :   and  of  the  latter, 
5  Kings  2.  That  he  went  up  by  a  Whirlwind  into  Heaven.     So 
"'  that  their  Time  run  into  Eternity,  with  very 

little  interruption  i  fome  there  feems  to  have 
been,  for  Without  doubt  they  paft  under  a 
very  confiderable  Change,  before  they  were 
admitted  to  the  Pleafures  of  the  Heavenly 
State :  For  F/f/fc  and  Bloody  as  'tis  now  fram'd, 
fafbiori'd,  and  corrupted,  cannot  inherit  the  King^- 
dom  of  Cod* 

Moreover,  the  fame  Apoftle  fays,  That  tho 

we  Jhall  not  all  Jleepj  1.  e.  die,   yet  we  JhaB  be 

changed.    He  fpeaks  of  thofe  that  IhaU  be  a- 

livc  when  our  Saviour  ftiall  come  to  judg  the 

World :  Thefe  Men  (hall  not  die  like  others, 

but  fhall  pafs  under  a  Change  that  (hall  be  equi- 

1  Cor.  ij.  valent  to  Death,  as  the  Scriptures  in  the  Mar- 

iTiicfr.  4..  g^^  ^^^'    The  Apoftle,  after  he  had  fpokea 

17.     *   *  of  our  Saviour's  defcending  from  Heaven  with 

a  Shout y  with  the  Vvice  of  the  Archangel^  and  the 

Trump  of  Cod^  he  adds.  That  the  Dead  in  Chrifi 

jhall  rife  firft :    then  we  which  are  alive  and  re^ 

tnain^  fhall  be  caught  up  together  with  them  in  the 

Clouds^  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  Air  ;  and  fo  JhaB 

we  ever  be  with  the  Lord.     But  this  Ihall  not  be 

till  thefe  Perfons  have  pafs'd  under  a  Change, 

as  appears  from  the  above'cited  Text.    So  that 

the  Living  know  that  all  (hall  die,  except  thofe 

that  (hall  be  alive  when  Chrilt  comes  to  judg 

the  Qiaick  and  the  Dead. 

1  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  general  Head 
of  Difcourfe: 

JL  II.  And 
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II.  And  that  is  to  fliew  you,  That  Man's  be- 
ing under  a  neceffity  of  Dying,  is  no  Reflexion 
either  on  the  Wifdom  or  the  Goodnefs  of  God. 
And  this  will  appear  from  the  following  Con* 
iiderations. 

I.  Man  being  composed  of  Soul  and  Body, 
was  originally  liable  to  Diflblution,  or  capa- 
ble of  dying,  as  1  hinted  before.    Indeed  if 
Man  had  never  fin'd,  he  would  certainly  never 
have  died.     Bat  being  fix'd  in  fuch  Circum- 
ftances,   that  'twas  poffible  for   him  to  fin, 
'twas  alfo  poffible  for  him  to  die.    So  that 
with  this    Explication    and  Reftridion   we 
may  affirm,  That  Man  was  not  immortal  by 
Nature,  but  was  originally  capable  of  dying. 
Tho  I  after t,  that  if  Man  had  continu'd  inno* 
cent,  he  ihould never  have  tailed  Death-,  and 
1  am  inclined  to  think,  that  human  Life  even 
then  would  have  been  continuM  after  an  ex- 
traordinary manner.    Agreeable  to  this,  is  the 
Opinion  of  a   late  modern  Divine  *,   who 
fpeaking  of  Man   whilft  innocent,  fays.  He 
was  immortal,  not  from  everlafting  Principles 
of  Nature,   but  by  Divine  Prcfervation  j  of 
which  the  Tree  of  Life  was   the   Ordain'd 
Means  and  Sacramental  Pledge.     And  if  To, 
'twas  purely  in  the  Pleafure  of  Almighty  God, 
who  is  the  Author  of  our  Beings,  and  the  Su- 
preme Arbiter  of  Life  and  Death,  to  continue 
the  one,  or  difcontinue  the  other,   according 
to  his  Sovereign  Pleafure.-  If  God  Almighty 
was  under  no  Obligation  to  give  us  Being,  he 
can  be  under  none  to  continue  the  Beings  that 
he  voluntarily    made  out  of  nothing,    any 
longer  th^n  he  pleafes.    All  human  Creatures 


•  Z>r,  BacesV  Ifb^fe/,  f,  4.15. 
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are  as  much  indebted  to  Heaven  for  their  Con* 
fervatioa,  as  they  are  for  their  Exiftence,  Novr 
if  the  matter  be  as  1  have  fkated  it  ^  if  our 
Bodies  were  Dot  origiaally  immortal,  but  ca- 
pable in  their  own  Nature  of  Diflfolution ;  to 
be  fure  it  cannot  be  inconfiftent  with  the  Juftice 
or  Goodaefs  of  God,  either  to  fufpend,  or  to 
beftow  an  Immortality)  which  is  a  fupernatu- 
ral  Privibegei  upon  wiiat  Terms  he  pleales. 
'Tb  allowM  by  all,  befide  the  ObHgatfons  whictr 
Adsm  was  under  to  keep  the  Moral  Law^ 
from  his  natural  Relation  to  God  as  a  Creator,. 
tb9t  God  reftratnM  him  t^  a  pofitive  Law 
hom  eating  of  the  Tree  of  Knowledg  of 
Good  and  fivil^  and  at  the  fame  time  gave, 
htm  the  bighefl:  AfBirance  in  the  World,  that 
his  Ahftinence  (hould  be  rewarded  with  Im- 
mortality. Now  for  the  Accompliflimeat  of 
this,  and  that  the  Decays  of  Nature  might  be 
picvfotedy  or  at  kaft  rcpair'd,  that  a  Maa 
Blade  of  Duft  migbt  m>t  be  reduced  to  Daft 
again  i  ^stbeOpinioa  of  many  Divines,  thae 
the  Tree  of  Life,  planted  in  the  midft  of  Para- 
dife,  had  a  Virtue  in  it  that  would  reader  bo^ 
VBOLQ,  Bodies  (naturally  capable  of  Death)  da- 
table and  immortal.  Qut  jidmt  having  ado- 
ally  viirfatM  the  Divine  Law,  by  eating  of  the 
forbidden  Fruit,  God  cuts  him  off  rrom  the 
PrivUege  which  he  might  have  enjoyM  by  the 
Tree  of  Life ;  and  left  him  not  only  to  the 
ordinary  Courfe  of  Nature,  but  pronounc'd 
opon  him  the  Sentence  of  Death.  And  I  pre- 
fume  all  Men  wiU  allow,  that  upon  AdamU 
Dilbbedience  and  ApoftsK^,  'twas  no  Impeach- 
ment of  the  Divine  Juftice  to  chafe  him  out  of 
Paradile,  and  to  deprive  him  wholly  of  the 
ufe  of  the  Tree  of  Life.    Now  if  Mam  was  not 

immor- 
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immartal  by  Nature,  and  if  he  forfeited  his 
fapernattiral  Privilege  of  Immortality  by  his 
Sin,  1  think  'tis  evident,  even  to  Demonftra- 
tion,  that  God  has  done  us  no  Injuftice,  by  ap- 
pointing Man  once  to  die. 

2.  If  we  refleft  upon  the  Moral  and  Penal 
Evils  that  attend   the  belt   of   Men   in   this 
World,  we  (hall  fee  much  more  reafon  to  ad- 
mire both  the  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  of  God, 
in  laying  us  under  a  neceffity  of  Dying,  than 
to  refleft  on  either  of  thefe  Attributes,  becaufe 
God  has  appointed  Man  once  to  die.     Here 
good  Men  are  not  only  tempted  to  fin,   but 
frequently  overcome  by  the  Tempter:    They ^om.y.2j. 
find  a  Law  in  their  Members  warring  againft  the 
La:w  of   their  Minds^    and   frequently   carrying 
them  into  Captivity  to  the  Law  of  Sin^  which  ts  in 
their  Members.     Now  we  ftiall  never  be  per- 
fedily  freed  from  indwelling  Sin,  till  the  mo- 
ment of  our  Diflblution.    Moreover,  as  long  as 
Sin  is  in  the  World,  it  will  be  followed  with  a 
Train  of  Miferies :  Indeed  fome  People  are  not 
expos'd  to  fo  many  and  fo  great  Troubles  as 
others  5  yet  Men  indefinitely  are  born  to  Trou- 
ble^ as  the  Sparks  fly  upward.     Man  that  is  born  Job  14..  % 
of  a  Woman^  is  of  few  Days,  and  full  of  Trouble. 
Now  fmce  Man  in  no  State  of  Life  here  can 
be  entirely  freed  from  Sin,  and  perfedly  ex- 
empt from  Troubles^  even  of  various  kinds ; 
-  cis  fo  far  from  being  any  juft  Refledion  upon 
the  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  of  God,  that  Man 
is  made  fubjed:  to  Death,  that  'tis  an  unfpeaka- 
We  Mercy  to  all  good  Men,  that  they  are  oblig'd 
to  drop  thefe  Bodies,  with  which  they  put  off 
the  Body  of  Sin,  and  have  an  Opportunity  to 
reft^  in  their  Seds\  I  mean,  to  lie  down  in  the  ift.  57.  ^ 
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Job  5.  17:  Grave,   where  the  Hoicked  ceafe  from  Troubling^^ 
and  where  the  Weary  are  at  Refi. 

3.  The  Ends  of  the  Divioc  Government  upon 
Earth  are  adnoirably  ferv'd,  by  this  Decree  and 
Difpenfation  concerning  the  Mortality  of  Man. 
God's  Defign  in  governing  the  World,    is  the 
real  Benefit  of  Rational  Beings,  as  weU  as  the 
Advancement  of  the  Glory  of  his  own  Attri- 
butes and  PerfeSions.    If  Men  run  riot  in  Sin 
now,  and  are  prodigioufly  wicked,  tho  they 
know  they  (hall  die,  and  they  cannot  reafona- 
bly  exped  to  live  beyond  the  common  Stan- 
dard of  Haman  Life  •,  what  a  Hell  would  this 
Earth  be,  if  inhabited  with  innumerable  My- 
riads of  immortal  Sinners !   'Tis  more  than 
probable,  that  the  extraordinary  Wickedncfs 
of  the  Old  World,  which  provok'd  God  to 
deftroy  all  but  eight  Perfons,  was  very  much 
promoted  by  the  long  Lives  of  wicked  Men, 
who  had  fo  many  and  fo  great  Opportuniti« 
of  corrupting  thofe  they  conversed  with :  And 
therefore  it  has  been  frequently  obferv'd,  that 
when  God  promised  Noah^  that  there  fhould 
never  be  fuch  another  Deluge  as  to  deftroy  all 
Flefh,  he  faw  it  neceflary,  after  the  Flood,  to 
oontraft  Human  Life  i  that  Men  might  not  have 
fo  many  Opportunities  of  tempting  one  ano- 
ther to  Sin,  and  of  advancing  the  Interefts  of 
Satan's  Kingdom,  as  the  Antediluvians  had. 

4.  Good  Men  cannot  receive  a  confummate  Re- 
ivard  in  this  Life,  nor  bad  Men  be  expos'd  to  the 
utmoft  Miferies  their  Sins  have  deferv'd :  for  if 
wicked  Men  were  to  be  punilh'd  here  according 
to  their  Defcrts,  who  could  bear  the  thoughts 
of  continuing  in  this  World,  which  would  fo 
much  refembl^  that  Lake  of  Fire  and  Brim- 
ftone,  where  the  Worm  never  dies,  nor  is  the 
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Fire  ever  quench'd  ?  Indeed  God  does  fome- 
tlmes,  in  the  Courfe  of  his  Providence,  put  a 
vifible  difference  betwixt  the  Righteous  and 
the  Wicked,  even  in  this  Life :  But  the  com* 
pleat  Happinefs  of  the  one,  and  the  perfeft  Mi- 
fery  of  the  other,  cannot  be  adminiftred  here, 
but  is  refervM  for  the  other  State  into  which 
Men  enter  at  Death.  What  God  can  do,  if 
heM  aft  out  of  his  ordinary  way,  by  a  Series 
of  Miracles,  thro  the  Ages  of  Eternity,  is  not 
for  us  to  determine  •,  but  according  to  his  efta- 
blifh'd  Methods  of  Government,  and  the  Ma- 
ttire  and  Order  of  Things,  the  Glory  of  God, 
and  the  Happinefs  of  Mankind,  is  beft  fecur'd 
by  his  appointing  Man  once  to  die. 

5.  If  God  had  not  determin'd  that  Men 
fhould  die,  the  World  would  have  been  over- 
ftock'd  with  People  many  Ages  ago:  And 
what  would  have  foUow'd  upon  this,  but  while 
Men  could  have  fubfifted,  the  firft  Pofleflbrs 
would  have  been  Princes,  arid  the  generality 
of  their  Defcendants  Beggars  ?  For  'tis  not  to 
be  imagined  that  they  who  had  been  in  poflef- 
fion  of  an  Eftate  three  or  four  thoufand  Years, 
would  confent  to  quit  their  Right,  while  li- 
ving, to  younger  Branches  of  the  Family.  And 
if  the  Poor  are  fo  numerous  and  full  of  Com- 
plaints now,  both  would  have  increased  in  pro- 
portion, or  elfe  all  People  muft  have  been  upon 
a  level,  and  all  Civil  Diftinftions  loft  -,  and  in- 
ftead  of  well-govcrn'd  Communities,  the  whole 
World  would  have  been  one  confusM  Mob. 
Moreover,  'tis  eafy  to  make  it  appear,  eveil 
to  Demonftration,  that  if  there  had  not  been 
a  Succeffion  of  Funerals,  as  well  as  Births,  the 
whole  Globe  of  the  B^rth  would^  not  have  con- 
taitf'd  the  infinite  Numbers  tfiat  would  ha v« 
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been  produced  from  Mam  to  thii  day.  Nor 
could  the  Earth  have  furnifli'd  a  Supply,  lb 
that  the  Inhabitants  muft  either  have  died  with 
famine,  or  have  been  fuftain'd  by  Miracles. 
No  one  therefore  has  the  leaft  fliadow  of  Rea- 
fon  to  refleft  either  on  the  Goodnefs  or  the 
Wifdom  of  God,  for  decreeing  that  Man  Ihould 
diej  efpecially  if  weconfider. 

In  the  fixth   and  laft  place,  The  infallible 
AfTurance  that  God  has  given  all  good  Men,  of 
a  joyful  Refurreaioil  to   Eternal  Life.    And 
this  was  done  very  early  ^  for  fo  amazing  was 
the  Divine  Goodnefs,   that  the  Promife  was 
exhibited  before  the  Sentence  of  Death  was  dc- 
nounc'd  on  our  firft  Parents.  For  tho  they  had 
forfeited  their  Immortality  by  their  Sin,  and 
highly  difoleas'd  and  provokM  the  great  So- 
vereign of  the  World:  yet  before  God  faid  to 
Gen.  3.  ip.  them,  Dufi  thou  an  J  and  to,  Dufi  thou  Jhalt  rr« 
turn  ;  he  proroifes  the  McflSah,  and  fays  to  Sa- 
tan, /  wiU  put  an  Enmity  between  thee  and  the 
Woman  J  and  between  thy  Seed  and  her  Seed\  it 
JhaU  bruife  thy  Head^  and  thou  Jhalt  bruife  his 
Heel.    In  which  words  wc  have  the  Gofpel, 
as  it  were,  in  Miniature:  for  both  Jewifli and 
Chriftian  Interpreters  have  acknowledge,  that 
this  Promife  did  refer  to  the  Meffiah  5  and  ia 
it  there  is  a  very  plain  intimation,  not  only 
that  the  Son  of  God  Ihould  afTume  Human  Na- 
ture, and  fuffer  in  it,  but  that  his  Succefs  (hould 
be  glorious,  that  he  fhpuld  deftroy  the  Power 
of  Satan,  and  be  the  Author  of  eternal  Re- 
demption to  hi$  People.    Indeed  'tis  objedied. 
That  [Seef]  (ignifies  a  Nation,  or  Number  of 
Perfons  j  as  when  God,  promifes  the  Mefliah, 
ifa.r3.  to.  that  he  jhall  fiei  hU  See4.    In  return  to  which, 
1  fay,  Tb?t  tbp  SeedU^  Noun  of  Multitude, 
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yet  we  find  it  apply'd  in  Scripture  to  a  fingle 
Perfoni  as  when  Seth  is  call'd  another  S^ed.o<^^-H'^f' 
And  agreeably  to  this,  is  the  way  of  arguing 
the  Apoftle  ufes  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Gdatims :  cai.  3.  1^. 
Now  to  Abraham  mi  his  Seed  were  the  Promifes 
made*  He  faith  not^  And  to  Seeds^  as  of  many  ; 
but  as  of  oney  And  to  thy  Seed^  which  is  Chrift* 
St.  Paul  argues  from  the  Words  being  in  the 
Singular  Number,  becaufe  'tis  Seed  *,  and  not 
Seeds  J  therefore  it  fignifies  one  Perfon,  and 
not  more  ^  and  that  Perfon  is  Chrift.  Now 
fince  Mankind  had  this  early  Afliirance  of  the 
Incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  in 
the  Human  Nature  he  Ihould  overcome  Satan, 
or  as  the  Author  to  the  Hebrews  exprelTes  it, 
Defiroy  him  who  had  the  Power  of  Deathy  that 
is  the  Devilj  and  deliver  thevsj  who  thro  fear  of 
Deathy  were  all  their  Life-time  fuhjeEl  to  Bon- 
dage:  I  fay,  this  is  fuch  an  Inftance  of  ama- 
zing Goodnefs,  as  may  juftly  raife  the  Admi- 
ration of  Men  and  Angels,  that  an  offended 
Deity  (hould  promife  the  great  Bleffing  of  a 
perfect  Saviour  to  Rebels,  before  he  denoun- 
ces againft  'em  a  Threatning  for  their  Difo- 
bcdience. 

The  Doftrine  of  the  Refurredion  is  plainly 
reveal'd  in  the  Old  Teftament,  tho  various 
Circumftances  concerning  that  Event  are  fee 
in  a  clearer  Light  by  the  New-  fob  is  exprefs 
with  reference  to  this  great  Article  of  Faith: 
I  know  that  my  Redeemer  livethy  and  that  he  JhaHj^^  19.  ^S> 
ftand  at  the  latter  Day  vpon  the  Earth  j  and  tho  ^  ' 
after  my  Skin^  Worms  defiroy  this  Body^  yet  in  my 

*  Indeed  R,  Ifaac  mdkes  fome  fpiteful  Ke marks  on  the  apoftle 
9fon  thu  Occdfi&H,  rthich   are  fully  ctnfufed  fc^   Bipyop  KWcier,  in 
bi4  zd  Fart  of  his  Vcmenjlriitkn  of  the  Meffiah^  p,  a;^, 
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FUJh  JhaU  I  fee  Gmd :  whom  I  jhall  fee  for  my 
felf^  and  my  Eyes  Jhall  behold^  and  not  another^ 
tho  my  Reins  he  confum^d  within  me.  Which 
Words  cannot  be  interpreted  in  a  figurative 
and  improper  Senfe,  without  fome  Force  and 
Violence.  And  'tis  certain  they  were  undcr- 
ilood  in  a  literal  Senfe  in  the  Apoftolical  Age ; 
for  I  find  'em  cited  by  *  Clemens  R^manm^  to 
prove  the  Refurredion  of  Human  bodies.  Again^ 

Dan.  12. 2.  the  Prophet  Daniel  affirms.  That  many  of  them 
who  Jleep  in  the  Dufi  of  the  f>a,rth  JhaU  awaie^ 
fome  to  Everlafiing  Life^  and  fome  to  Shame  and 
Everlaftifjg  Contempt. .  This  Text  indeed  is  un- 
dcrftood  metaphorically  by  a  very  learned  f  In- 
terpreter, tho  in, this  he  oppofes  the  moft 
learned  of  the  ||  yrn?/. 

But,  I  fay,  the  New  Teftament  fets  this  mat- 
ter in  a  clear  Light,  and.^gives  us  an  account 
of  various  very  confiderable  Circumftan^es  ia 
reference  to  this  Event,  which  had  been  con- 
ceal'd  from  the  World  in  Ages  paft :  'Tis  this 
part  of  Divine  Revelation  alfures  us.  That 
Chrift  hath  abolijh^d  Death^  and  brought  Life  and 
Immortality,  to  Light  thro  the  Gofpel  j  the  mean- 
ing of  which  words  feems  to  be  this,  that  Chrift 
has  virtually,  and  in  efFed,  abolilh'd  Death* 
For  tho  we  are  yet  fubjeS:  to  the  common 
Law  of  Morality y  and  muft  take  the  Grave  in 
our  way  to  Heaven,  yet  at  length  Death  fhall 

Rom.i4..9.  be  fwallow'd  up  in  Viaory :  For  this  end  Chrijt 
both  diedy  and  rofe^  and  reviv*dy  that  he  might  be 
Lord  both  of  the  Dead  and  the  Living '^  fo  as  to 
raife  them^up  at  the  laft  Day,  behaving  an  una- 
lienable  Right  and  Propriety  in  'em.    He  hath 


•  Ad  Corinth.  Epift.  p.  f  S.  f  Grodus, 

I  Vid.  ManalTeh  JBeu  Ifrael,  Ve  lUTurreaiooe. 
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abolijh^d  Death :  The  ^  original  Word  fignifics 
not  always  the  taking  away  the  thing  it  precife- 
ly  refers  to,    but  a  deftroying  the  Power  of 
that  thing,  and  fo  making  it  in  efFeft  as  tholt 
were  not  at  all  •,  as  the  Scriptures  at  the  bot- 
tom fully  fhew.     Moreover,  by  this  Phrafe  of 
Chrifi^s  having  aholijli'd  Deaths  we  are  to  under- 
ftand  not  only  the  Viftory  he  obtained  over  ic 
in  his  own  Perfon,  who,  after  he  v/as  dead  and 
bury'd,  raisM  himfelf  from  the  Dead,  the  Bontis 
of  Death  not  being  able  to  hold  him  :  but  far- 
ther, we  are  to  confider,  that  Chrift  both  died 
and  rofe  from  the  Dead,  as  a  publick  Head  and 
Reprefentative  V    and  by  his  Refiirreftion  has 
given  us  AITurance,  that  we  alfo  fhall  be  rais'd 
from  the  Dead  at  the  lafl:  Day.    Chrift  has 
taken   the  whole  Difpofal  of  Death  into  his 
own  hands  :    I  am  he  that  Uveth^  and  was  dead  ^  Rev.i.  x8, 
and  behold  I  am  alive  for  evermore^  and  have  the 
Keys  of  Hell  and  of  Death*    Our  BlefTed  Saviour 
has  the  moft  indifputable  Right  and  uncon- 
trolable  Power  to  difpofe  of  all  Perfons,  with 
refpe£t  to  their  future  State  :   And  that  is  not 
all,   but  Death  is  alter'd  in  its  nature  to  a 
good  Man  j   and  the  Apoftle  reprefents  Be- 
lievers not  only  as  reconcil'd  to  Death,  but  as 
triumphing  over  it,  in  thefe  words;  O  Death^tcou  is. 
where  is  thy  Sting  ?  0  Grave^  where  is  thy  Viiio-  ^^'  ^^* 
ry  ?  ■         'thanks  he  to  God   which  giveth  us  the 
ViElory  thro  our  Lord  Jefas  Chrift.     Death  has 
loft  its  Power,   fo  that  it  cannot  finally  de- 
ftroy :   For  our  Savijour  having,  been  made  the 
Fir  ft' Fruits  of  them  that  fleft^  his  Refurredion, 
which  is  paft,  is  a  certain  Pattern,  and  an  af- 
furing  Pledg  of  ours  which  is  to  come.     The 

t  K^T^JT^JBty^©"}  ^0"^4"^4-  S-om.;*!.   Gal.  y,  4.. 
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Viftory  obtained  by  the  Head,  ghrcs  Ihrc  and 
certain  Hapes  that  the  Members  ftall  not  always 
remain  under  the  Power  of  Death.    When  the 
trophet  HoftM  perfonates  our  BlefRd  Saviour, 
and  would  rcprefent  the  Greatnefs  of  bis  Con- 
quelt,  and  the  Glory  of  his  Triumphs  over  the 
iaft  Enemy,  he  introduces  him  as  uttering  tliefe 
hoC  n.H.  words :  /  wiB  ranfom  them  from  tht  Grave j  twHt 
redeem  them  from  Death :   O  Dtathy  Pi  be  tbf 
TUgues  i  O  Grafve^  fU  he  thy  DefimOion  i  JEf- 
fentancefiail  be  hfd  from  mine  Eyes.  AQ  good  Med 
will  find  this  Promife  partly  accDmplifh'd  at 
Death,  tho  its  abfolote  Completion  wifl  be  tt^ 
ferv'd  to  the  firft  Reforredion  j  for  then  this  Or^ 
ruftibte  pall  have  fut  on  Incorruptimj  and  this 
Mortal  f^aOhave  futon  Immortaiity:   and  then^ 
fays  the  Apoftlc^  fiaBbe  br^htto  fafs  that  Ss^ 
ing  which  was  written^  Death  is  JwaBow'd  nf  in  f%- 
tthry.  And  a  noble  Vidm-v  (hall  the  whole  Body  of 
the  Eled  obtain,  when  they  arc  perfeftty  re(hi'd 
from  the  Captivity  of  the  Grave,  and  havt  en- 
tirely (hook  off  the  Di(honours  of  IVfortality 
and  Corruption:   For  Chrifi  Jbatl  change  their 
vile  iodies^  that  they  may  bo  fafiion^d  like  wtM 
his  gloricm  Body^  according  to  the  working  where^ 
by  he  is  able  even  to  fnbdue  all  things  nnto  him* 
felf     Now  is  it  realbnaible  that  any  (bould 
complain  they  are  fiibj^cd  to  the  common 
Law  of  Mortality  for  the  firft  jidam\  Sin ;  fince 
the  fecond  Mam  has  given  the  moft  inftlUble 
AlTorance  that  he  will  raife  'cm  from  the  Dead, 
and  beftow  upon  'em  a  better  Immoitality  than 
Man  would  have  etijoy'd  if  he  had  continued 
innocent?  Therefore  let  nonecen&rc  theGood- 
nefs  or  the  Wifdom  of  tlie  Divine  Government, 
and  complain  of  Man'5  being  under  a  Neceflity 
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of  Dying  ^    Finr  fince  iy  Mm  csme  Denth^   by  i  cor.  i/. 
Man  came  alfo  the  Refurre£H$n  of  the  Dead.  *'• 

I  proceed  now  to  the  Third  general  He^  of 
Difcourfe* 

IIL  Whence  is  it  that  the  Generality  of  Peo* 
pie  neglea  their  Preparation  for  Deaths  tho 
they  certainly  know  they  fhall  die  ? 

Mow  the  Caafes  of  this  fatal  Mifmanage- 
ment  are  very  vartous,  according  to  Mens  di^ 
ferent  Inclinations,  and  the  different  Principles 
hy  which  they  govern  themfelves.  I  (hall  not 
therefore  pretend  to  enumerate  every  parti-^ 
cular  Gaufe  which  has  an  influence  into  this  ill 
Condad  i  but  fhall  mention  feveral  things  which 
are  very  comprehenfiVe,  to  which  other  Mat- 
ters may  be  cafily  reduc'd.    And, 

I.  Grofi  Ignorance  is  one  Canfe  why  People 
negled  to  prepare  for  their  great  Change. 
They  know  indeed  'tis  approaching,  and  that 
'twill  certainly  overtake  'cm ;  yet  fo  grofs  is 
the  Ignorance  and  Stupidity  of  the  greateft 
part  of  Mankind,  that  they  put  the  evil  Day 
far  from  them,  and  wretchedly  negleft  the 
grand  Affair  of  Life,  I  mean,  to  prepare  for 
Death.    Indeed,  in  Scripture,  Ignorance  is  ta- 
ken notice  of  as  the  common  Source  of  all 
Sin.    God  refolves  the  Wickednefs  of  the  Jewijh 
Nation  under  the  Old  Teltament,  into  their 
Ignorance  j   For  they  are  a  Nation  void  of  Coun^  r)eut.3i.at. 
/f/,  neither  is  there  any  Vnderfianding  in  them. 
And  under  the  New  Teftament,  the  Crucifixion 
of  our  BlefTed  Saviour  is  charged  upon  the  Ig- 
norance of  the  fame  People  j  For  had  they  known  i  cor.  a.  t. 
f>,  fays  the  Apoftle,  they  would  not  have  crucified 
the  Lord  of  Glory.     And  1  obferve,   that  the 
Brror  of  a  numerous  Sett  among  the  Jews^ 

who 
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who  disbelievM  the  Rerarreaion  of  the  Dead, 
Mac.  12. 29. is  faid  to  have  the  like  Source:  Te  do  err^ 
not  knowing  the  Serif tures^  nor  the  Power  of  God. 
And  when  St.  Paul  would  defcribe  the  true 
Caufe  of  the  great  Degeneracy  of  the  Gentile 
World,  in  that  they  committed  Lafciviournefs 
with  Grecdinefs,  he  fays,  'twas  becaufe  of  the 
Eph.  4. 18,  Blindnefs  of  their  Hearts.     And  St.  John  tells  us, 

John  3.  11.*^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^'^^^■^  hath  not  feen  God:,  i.  e. 
'  He  is  ignorant,  and  has  no  true  Knowledg  of 
God  and  his  Perfeftions.  Now  as  Sin  in  gene- 
ral fprings  from  a  Defeft  in  the  Underftand- 
ing,  fo  this  complicated  Evil  of  negleding 
to  prepare  for  Death,  is  owing  to  the  fame 
Caufe. 

How  ignorant  are  abundance  of  People  both 
concerning  God  and  themfelves !  'Tis  almoft 
incredible,  that  rational  Creatures  (hould  live 
without  refleding  on  their  own  Beings  or  Cir- 
cumftances,  or  without  confidering  the  Per- 
feflfions  of  that  God  who  firft  caus'd  them  to 
exift.    Yet  a  very  little  Obfervation  upon  the 
Condud  of  Human  Life,  will  furnifh  us  with 
too  many  proofs  of  this.    Is  any  thing  more 
common  than  for  thofe,  who  are  in  a  State  of 
Nature,  under  the  Curfe  of  a  broken  Covenant 
of  Works,  and  who  in  the  La^nguage  of  our 
Saviour  are  condenw^d  already^   to  pafs  away 
their  Time  in  Mirth  and  Jollity,  as  if  they  were 
in  a$  happy  Circumftances  as  any  People  in  the 
World  ?  And  whence  does  this  arife,  but  from 
Ignorance?  People  arc  infenfible  how  they  are 
corrupted  and  deprav'd  by  the  Fall,  and  how 
much  worfe  their  Circumftances  are  made  by 
their  aftual  Tranfgreflions  of  the  Dtvine  Law. 
Now,  I ,  fay,  tho  the  Living,  know  they  fliall 
die,  yet  )»eing  ignorant  of  the  infinite  Danger 

to 
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to  which  they  are  exposed  by  their  SiDs^  they 
rather  treafure  up  Wrath  againft  the  Day  of 
Wrath,  than  labour  to  be  found  of  Chrift  in 
Peace,  without  Spot  and  Blame,  in  the  Day 
of  God.  For  while  Men  are  ftupidly  ignorant 
of  God  and  themfelves,  and  are  intire  Stran- 
gers to  the  Method  of  Salvation,  which  is 
eftablifli'd  in  the  Gofpel,  thro  the  meritorious 
Suffering  of  the  Son  of  God ;  no  wonder  if 
they  defer  their  Preparation  for  Death  and 
Judgment.  No  one  would  be  follicitous  about  .  . 
a  Saviour,  till  he  is  fenfible  that  he  is  a  loft 
Sinner,  and  has  his  Mind  deeply  imprefs'd  with 
a  Senfe  of  the  exceeding  Sinfulnefs  of  his  Sins, 
as  they  are  oppofite  to  the  pure  Nature  and 
the  perfed  Word  of  God. 

Too  many  take  up  with  this  general  Notion  : 
We  are  indeed  Sinners,  but  then  Chrift  dy'd 
for  Sinners,  and  God  is  merciful  to  Sinners  i 
and  we  doubt  not  but  he  will  be  fo  to  us.  Thefe 
Men  are  ready,  with  the  Jews  of  old,  to  blefs 
themfelves  tn  their  Hearty  f^y^^gy  ^^  fi^^l^-  have  j^quux^^j^^ 
PeacCy  tho  we  walk  in  the  Imaginations  of  our 
Hearty  to  add  Drunkennefs  to  Thirft*  Never 
confidering  that  the  Promifes  of  Pardon  and 
Eternal  Life  are  made  only  to  believing  Pe- 
nitents: As  that  Scripture  imports  in  the 
Prophet,  Let  the  Wicked  forfake  his  Wajj  and  ifa.  ss-  7* 
the  unrighteous  Man  his  Thoughts ;  and  let  him 
return  to  the  Lordy  and  be  will  have  Mercy  14 pan 
him  y  and  to  our  Godyfor  he  will  abundantly  far  don* 

Before  I  pafs  this  Head,  I  cannot  but  remark. 
That  even  amongft  Men  of  an  extraordinary 
Genius  and  a  vaft  Gompafs  of  Knowledg,  their 
Mifmanagement  with  refpeft  to  another  Life 
is  owing  to  their  Ignorance :  and  tho  this  looks 
Uke  venturing  on  a  Paradox,  yet  'tis  too  evi-     ^ 
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dent  to  be  denyM.  .  The  Difcoorfe  of  a  Learned 
Rolcr  among  the  ^ews  concerning  the  new 
Birtb^  recorded  in  the  Gofpel  of  St.  Johny  does 
not  difcover  a  little  Ignorance.  And  if  oar 
modern  Libertines,  who  dare  lampoon  the  Of** 
lice  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  reprefent  his  re- 
newing and  fandifying  Work,  as  Vilion  and 
the  Spleen;  I  fay,  if  fuch  Men  cannot  bear 
to  be  thought  fb  ignorant  as  Nicoderms^  I  am 
&re  they  are  more  prc^ane :  concerning  whom 
3t^9'  I  Ihall  only  fay  at  prefent,  O  that  they  were  wife^ 
that  they  vnderjtood  this^  that  they  wou^d  conjider 
their  latter  End  !  Let  Men  boaft  ever  P>mach  of 
their  Wit,  they  are  utter  Strangers  ta  tme 
Wifdom^  who  lay  alide  all  Thoughts  of  a  fu- 
ture State,  and  neglef^  to  prepare  for  Che  In- 
Vifible  World.  The  Wifdom  of  a  Man  dbes 
not  only  appear  in  the  Choice  of  a  right  End^ 
but  in  the  vigorous  Ufe  of  thofe  Means,  which 
are  molt  proper  for  the  attaining  of  his  End. 
So  that  wfaatfoever  Excufes  Men  may  frame  for 
deferring  their  Preparation  for  Death ;  'tis  ve* 
ry  evident,  that  one  true  Caufe  of  it  is  a  ftu-^ 
pid  Ignorance  of  God  and  themfelves,  and  of 
that  Eternal  State  into  which  they  are  haft- 
ning. 

2.  Another  Caufe  of  Peoples  iQ  Conduft  ia 
this  moft  important  Affair,  is  Scepticifm  and" 
Unbelief,  with  refpcft  to  a  future  State  of 
Rewards  and  Punifliments.  One  would  think 
t^at  Men  fhould  not  want  to  be  confirmed  in 
the  Dodrine  of  a  foture  State,  or  that  any 
fhou'd  have  Doubts  concerning  the  Diftribution 
of  Rewards  and  Punifhments  after  this  Life^ 
who  have  the  Gofpel  in  their  hands,  which 
bas  brought  Life  and  Immortality  to  Light. 

Indeed 
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Indeed  thofe  Philofophers  among  the  Anti- 
ents,  who  were  vicious^  have  done  their  ut- 
moft  to  perfuade  themfelves  and  others  that  the 
Matter  was  doubtful  j  tho  after  all  the  Dif- 
guifes  they  could  invefat,  and  the  Colour  of 
Reafoa  they  gave  to  their  Difcourfes,  they 
could  not  but  own^  that  the  Doftrine  of  fti- 
ture  Rewards  for  good  Men^  was  more  proba- 
ble than  the  contrary.  For  indeed  if  we  ab- 
ftrad  from  the  Confideration  of  that  Difcovery 
which  is  made  of  a  future  State  by  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  we  have  from  Principles  of  Reafoa 
a  much  better  Aflurance  that  good  Men  fliall 
be  rewarded  in  a  Life  to  come,  than  we  have 
of  many  other  things  in  this  World,  which 
yet  have  an  extraordinary  Influence  both  on 
our  Minds  and  Manners.  For  this  might  be 
accounted  for,  from  the  Jiiftlceand  Wifdomof 
God's  governing  Providence,  from  the  Na- 
ture of  our  Souls  as  Rational  and  Immortal 
Beings,  together  with  the  Defires  which  feem 
to  be  interwoven  with  the  very  Frame  and 
Gonftitution  of  our  Minds  v  to  which  might 
be  added,  the  Capacity  God  has  given  us  to  con- 
template and  admire  him,  to  love  and  adore 
bim*  But  that  which  is  the  moft  certain  Proof 
of  this  matter,  is  the  Revelation  God  has  made 
by  his  Son,  who  came  from  Heaven  with  this 
kind  Deflgn ;  and  after  his  Refurreftion  from 
the  Dead,  did  vifibly  afcend  thither  again,  to 
give  Aflurance  to  all  whom  his  Father  had  given 
biffl,  that  where  he  was,  there  they  fliould  be 
alfo,  to  behold  his  Glory.  Yet  we  have  too 
aaiuch  reafon  to  fear,  that  many  who  enjoy  the 
Gofpel-Revelation,  are  Scepticks  in  this  fun- 
damental Article  of  the  Chriftian  Faith.  And 
of  many  of  thofe  who  profefs  to  believe  the 
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Doftriae  of  a  fatare  State^  it  may  rather  be 
faid,  that  they  do  not  disbelieve  it :  for  what 
they  call  Faith,  is  but  a  wavering  Opiniod,  not 
a  cordial  AflTent,  or  a  well-grounded  Perftiafion^ 
Now  'tis  not  likely  that  an  unfettled  Opinion 
about  thefe  important  Matters  (hould  influence 
Men  to  prepare  for  that  State  and  Life,  which 
they  do  not  fteddily  believe  will  ever  come; 
Whereas  if  Men  were  fully  perfuaded.  That 
fvch  whoy  by  patient  continuance  in  weS  d9ingy  feek 
for  Gloryj  and  Honour^  and  Immortality^  jhould 
chain  Eternal  Life  j  and,  that  they  who  are 
hafden'd  thro  the  Deceitfiilnefs  of  Sin,  who 
are  fearful  and  unbelieving,  ^nd  to  every  good 
work  Reprobate,  Ihould  have  their  Portion  iil 
that  Lake  which  burns  with  Fire  and  Brim- 
ftoiie:  I  fay,  did  Men  fteddily  believe  thefe 
things,  'tis  hatdly  to  be  conceived,  that  any 
under  the  influence  of  fuch  a  Faith,  could 
negledkand  defer  their  Preparation  for  Death. 
'^  Faith,  in  the  ordinary  Affairs  of  this  Life^ 
is  a  great  Principle  of  ASion,  and  will  pulh 
Men  on  to  entcrprize  things  very  difficult  and 
hazardous.  But  how  much  ftronger  Influence 
then  (hould  the  Fiith  of  the  Gofpel  have  up- 
on our  Condua,  fince  the  Objcfts  which  the 
Chriftian  Revelation  propofes,  either  to  railc 
our  Hope,  or  excite  our  Fear,  are  in  their  dif- 
ferent Natures  infinitely  tranfcending  any  thing 
which  the  God  of  this  World  can  prefent^ 
cither  to  pleafe  or  terrify  us  ? 
•  Could  we  by  Faith  look  on  thofe  things 
which  are  not  feen,  and  make  them  prefent  to 
our  Minds,  tho  diftant  and  future  j  were  wc 
firmly  perfuaded  that  a  State  of  inconceivable 
Happinefs  awaits  all  good  Men,  and  that  all 
who  are  finally  dlfobedient  and  impenitent^ 
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fhall  not  only  be  excluded  God's  Eternal  Refl-, 
but  dooni'd  to  fuffer  the  Vengeance  of  Ever- 
lafting  Fire:  I  fay,  did  we  as  verily  believe 
thefe  things,  as  if  Heaven  were  open  to  our  • 
View,  and  the  Covering  taken  off  from  De- 
ftruftion^  as  if  we  heard  the  Hallelujahs  of  the 
SavM,  and  the  Groans  of  the  Damu'dj  how 
eafily  fliould  we  repel  ^U  the  fiery  Darts  of 
the  Devil  ?  With  what  contempt  fhould  we 
look  down  upon  the  vanifhing  Glories  of 
this  World  ?  and  with  how  great  Abhorrence 
rejed  all  thofe  Temptations  which  were  de- 
Ijgn'd  to  draw  us  into  Sin,  and  hinder  out 
Preparation  for  the  invifible  State  ?    But, 

3.  Another  Gaufe  why  Men   procraftinate 
their  Repentance,  and  delay  their  Preparation 
for  Death,  is  the  want  of  ferious  Confideration* 
For^thoa  Man  may  have  a  competent  Know- 
ledg  of  God  and  of  himfelf^  and  be  very  fen- 
lible  of  the  great  Evil  of  Sin,   and  that  his 
Guilt  can  only  be  expiated  by  the  Sacrifice  of 
the  Son  of  God ;   and  that  there  is  a  future 
State  of  Rewards  and  Punifliments :  Yet  if  this 
Perfon  does  not  ferioufly  confider  thefe  things^ 
fo  as  to  have  his  Mind  deeply  imprefs'd  with 
an  aweful  Senfe  of  them,  he'll  perfevere  in  his 
Negligence,  and  make  no  Provifion  for  the  E- 
ternal  World.  Inconfiderate  People  ofteii  cheat 
themfelveswith  the  Appearances  of  Happinefsj 
for  they  look  no  farther  than  the  Surface  of 
things,    and  like  the  ignorant   Pilot,   if  the 
Face  of  the  Watfcrs  be  fmdoth,    have  no  ap- 
prehenfion  of  Dangers  which  arie  out  of  fight* 
'Tis  want  of  Confideration  which  makes  Men 
confident  and  carelefs.     For   tho  People  be- 
lieve that  God  is,  and  that  He  is  a  Rewarder 
of  them  who  diligently  feek  him  i  that  Man 
•ii.  '.  pd  h  - 
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is  a  frail  dying  Creature^  that  he  has  bis  Foun- 
dation in  the  Duft,  and  is  crufliM  before  the 
Moth  i  that  the  Wicked  at  death  Ihall  go  a- 
way  into  Byerlafting  Punifhment,  bot  the 
Righteous  into  Life  Eternal :  Yet  if  Men  do 
not  heartily  advert  to  this  Knowledg  and  Faith, 
and  conlider  thefe  things  with  all  the  Serioof- 
nefs  and  deep  Concern  which  Matters  of  fuch 
infinite  Importance  require  j  they  will  (till  con- 
tinue negligent  and  remifs  in  their  Preparation 
for  Death  and  Judgment.  For  the  ftrongeft 
and  moft  powerful  Arguments  in  the  World 
fignify  nothing  to  Men  who  will  not  confiden 
'Tis  impoflible  that  an  Argument  fhould  gain 
our  A  (Tent,  till  it  is  duly  attended  to,  and 
weigh'd.  All  Arguments  are  proposed  to  us, 
^  as  we  are  rational  Beings  j  and  as  fuch  it  be- 
comes us  to  confider  the  Mediums  that  are  of- 
fered, without  which  we  (hall  always  miltake  in 
our  Condud. 

Indeed  the  generality  of  the  World  are  fo 
immers'd  in  Senfuality,  that  they  are  not  mov*d 
with  any  thing  but  what  courts  their  Senfes : 
and  that  which  is  not  grofs  enough  to  regale 
them,  they  think,  is  too  abftraded  to  be  con- 
fiderM.  And  no  wonder,  while  People  thus 
fufler  themfelves  to  be  govern'd  by  their  Ap- 
petites, and  to  be  exceffively  tranfported  with 
prefent  Enjoyments,  if  they  negled  preparing 
for  a  future  State. 

4.  Another  Caufe  of  Mens  delaying  in  the 
great  and  neceflkry  Work  of  Life,  is  their 
prevailing  Love  to  this  prefent  World,  and 
thofe  Enjoyments  which  ftrike  hard  on  their 
Senfes.  This  World  is  a  very  great  Snare  to 
the  generality  of  People,  who  love  it  fo  paffio- 
nacely  that  it  engrofles  the  whole   of  their 

Thoughts 
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Thoughts  and  Time.  Some  pafs  away  the 
greateft  part  of  their  Lives  in  Diverfion  and 
Plcafure^  while  others  are  wholly  taken  up 
with  Bufinefs.  The  former  confider  which 
way  they  may  fpend  an  Eftate,  fo  as  to  gratify 
their  fenfual  Appetites  ^  and  the  latter  how 
they  may  raife  an  Eftate,  to  footh  a  covetous 
Humour :  and  both  of  them,  tho  differently 
influenc'd,  yet  negleft  the  One  thing  needful^ 
and  defer  their  Preparation  for  Death  and 
Judgment. 

Alas,  could  we  proportion  our  Efteem  to 
the  Worth  of  things,  we  Ihould  not  be  fo  mif- 
taken  in  our  Choice,  nor  be  fo  exceedingly 
fond  of  the  vanifhing  Glories  of  the  prefent 
Life.  But  few  Men  keep  fo  ftrict  a  guard  up- 
on their  Faflions  as  they  ought :  and  therefore 
thofe  things  which  are  fenfible  and  prefent, 
too  commonly  fteal  away  their  Hearts,  and 
make  them  forget  themfelves,  and  the  greateft 
Concern  they  have  in  this  World  j  I  mean^  to 
prepare  for  the  other.  The  Araufements  of 
Senfe  diffipate  our  Minds,  and  prevent  us  from 
making  thofe  ferious  Reflexions  on  our  Frail- 
ty which  become  us  \  fo  that  the  greateft  part 
of  our  Lives  ordinarily  runs  out,  either  before 
we  are  capable  of  juft  Refleftions,  or  elfe  in 
the  purfuit  of  thofe  things  which  are  foreign 
to  our  higheft  Intereft.  Indeed,  The  Lufi  of  ^Johmi 
the  Flejh^  the  Lufi  of  the  Eyes^  and  the  Pride  of  ^  ' 
Lifej  make  Imprefllons  very  different  on  Mens 
Minds,  according  to  their  Conftitutions  and 
Inclinations,  and  the  various  Circumftances  of 
their  Lives.  However,  the  generality  of  Peon 
•  pie  are  vigorous  in  their  different  Purfuits*, 
they  have  fo  pafTionate  a  regard  to  things  Tem- 
poral, that  they  wholly  neglcft  thofe  of  a  Spi- 
Dd  2  ritual 
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ritual  and  Eternal  Nature :  They  labonr  Night 
and  Day  for  the  Meat  which  ferijhis^  but  ufe 
no  Induftry  for  that  which  endures  t9  Eternal 
Life. 

Thus  it  was  with  the  rich  Epicure  in  the 
Gofpel,  his  Thoughts  were  wholly  taken  up 
with  the  Affairs  of  this  World  j  and  he  con- 
cluded, he  had  fo  made  his  Fortunes,  that  be 
might  promife  himfelf  many  merry  and  plea- 
iant  Years  to  come :   S0W,  fays  he,  thou  hafi 

Luke  12.19.  fwi/cfe  G0ods  laid  vp  for  many  Tearsj  take  thine 
Eafe'j  eat^  drink^  and  be  merry^  The  Man 
fecms  to  fpeak  with  a  very  pleafing  Air ;  not 
that  we  are  to  imagine,  the  Wealth  he  had  a- 
mafs'd  together  had  given  him  intire  Satif- 
faftion :  for  a  Man  may  as  well  be  fed  and 
nourifhM  by  a  Dream,  as  rendered  compleatly 
happy  by  the  Enjoyments  of  this  Life.  And 
'tis  remarkable  in  the  Inftance  before  us,  that 
this  rich  Man  had  very  anxious  Thoughts  about 

Luke  1 2.     keeping  what  he  had  gotten.    He  thought  mthin 

i;,  1 9.  himfelf^  f^ji^gt  What  jhaB  J  doj  becauje  I  have 
no  room  where  to  befiow  my  Fruits  ?  And  he  faid^ 
Hois  I  will  doj  I  will  full  down  my  Barns^  and 
will  build  greater^  and  there  wiU  I  beftow  aB  my 
Fruits  and  my  Goods.  Here's  deep  concern  in 
contriving  what  (hall  be  done  j  and  the  Refo- 
lution  he  takes  up  hereupon,  could  not  be  exe- 
cuted without  great  Care  and  Fatigue,  toge- 
ther with  a  vaft  Expence  of  Time  and  Mony  : 
befides,  a  thoufand  things  might  defeat  the 
Defign,  deftroy  the  Goods,  and  remove  the 
Owner.  And  indeed  the  Parable  mentions  the 
laft  of  thcfe,  as  putting  a  fudden  Period  to 
the  fenfual  Triumphs  of  this  vain  Man:   For 

V«^-  ao-     God  faid  to  him^  Thou  Fooly  this  Ni^ht  thy  Soul 
Shall  be  requird  of  thee  j  fhen  whofefltatthefe  things 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


Mr.  Samuel  Ewer.  405 

ieMicb  then  hdfi  frovideif   And  our  Saviour  ^«^-  i'. 

adds,  5^  is  he  that  Uyeth  up  Treafure  for  him- 
felf^  and  is  not  rich  towards  God.     Yet  how  ma- 
ny fach  imprudent  Perfons  are  there  in  the 
World,  the  whole  of  whofe  Time  is  divided 
betwixt  Pleafurc  and  Bufinefs,  till  Death  opens 
a  new  Scene,  and  their  unprepared  Souls  are 
fummon'd  before  the  aweful  Tribunal  of  the 
Son  of  God?   'Twas  a  melancholy  Confidera- 
tion  to  him  who  was  not  awaken'd  to  a  Senfe 
of  his  Folly,  till  he  lay  on  his  Death-bed,  who 
then exprefs'd  himfelf after  this  manner:   "  I 
"  have  taken  care  to  leave  my  Family  in  good 
*'  Circumftances,  my  Children  will  have  plen- 
*'  tiful  Fortunes;  but  I  have  made  no  Provi- 
*^  fion  for  my  own  Soul :  I  have  laid  up  no 
*'  Treafure  in  Heaven.     Miferable  Creature 
*'  that  I  am !   I  mufb  now  take  leave  of  all  my 
*'  Pofleffions,    and  lofe   my   Soul  for   ever." 
Indeed  'tis  neceflary  that  People  take  care  of 
their  Families,  and  Uy  up  for  their  Children :  but  ^  ^o^-  '*• 
if   thefe  things  take  up  the  whole  of  their'** 
Time,  they'll  repent  it  when  'tis  too  late,  and 
find  the  Truth  of  that  which  the  WiferMan 
has  long  fince  obferv'd;  Rkhes  profit  not  *«  ^^^  prov.11.4. 
Day  of  Wrath^  but  Righteoufnefs  deliver eth  from 
Deaths 

This  World,  which  we  fo  much  admire, 
is  doom'd  to  be  difiblv'd,  and  the  Fafhion  of 
it  is  continually  paffing  away  :  The  Scenes  are 
often  (hifting,  and  the  Perfons  who  appear  to 
day  vigorous  and  ftrong,  to  morrow  become 
weak  like  other  Mortals,  and  are  brought 
down  to  the  fides  of  the  Pit.  What  an  inji- 
nite  Folly  then  is  it  to  be  exceflivety  fond  of 
this  World,  which  cannot  continue  long,  and 
which  we  muft  Jhortly  leave  i  and  intircly  neg- 

D  d  3  lea 
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left  oar  Preparation  for  the  other  World,  into 
which  we  mult  fuddcnly  pafs,  and  where  we 
mult  for  ever  dwell  ?  If  we  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  judg  according  to  the  nature  of  things, 
and  to  think  of  this  World  and  all  thofc  En- 
joyments which  are  bounded  by  Time,  as  wc 
(hall  do  when  we  are  on  the  Confines  of  Eter- 
nity i  we  fhould  not  neglefl:  to  prepare  for  our 
great  Change,  which  will  certainly  come,  and 
for  ought  we  know  may  be  very  near.  'Tis 
faid  of  a  very  learned  *  Man,  that  when  he 
lay  on  his  Death-bed,  and  fome  about  him 
were  admiring  the  Monuments  of  his  Learning, 
and  the  valt  Pains  he  had  been  at,  he  reply'd, 
jih !  I  have  lofi  my  time  of  Life  in  a  bufy  Idlenefs. 
And  f  another  who  was  admirable  for  his 
Literature  as  well  as  Piety,  in  theClofe  of  his 
Days,  faid,  /  refent  of  aU  my  Life^  hkt  that 
pan  of  it  I  ffent  in  Communion  with  God  and 
doing  Good.  To  dofe  this  Head :  Whenever 
you  are  in  danger  of  being  deluded  by  thfe  faint 
Images  of  Happinefs,  I  mean  the  tranfient  Glo- 
rys  of  the  prefcnt  Life,  confiderately  revolve 
in  your  Thouglits  thofe  Words  of  our  Saviour : 

uzi.i6.i€.What  is  a  Man  profited^  if  he  fh all  gain  the 
whole  Worlds  and  lofe  his  own  Soul  f .  Or  what 
Jhall  a  Man  give  in  exchange  for  his  Soulf 

5.  Another  Caufe  why  Men  delay  their  Pre- 
paration for  Death,  tho  they  certainly  know 
they  (hall  die,  is  an  Apprehenfion  they  have 
that  ^tis  a  melancholy  and  troublefom  Work. 
This  World  is  generally  thought  to  be  a  very 
pleafant   and  agreeable  Place,   efpecially    by 

•  Grottttt,    Ah  I  vicam  perdidi  bperofe^  nihil  agendo* 
t  Or,  Donne. 

thofe; 
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thore  who  profper  in  it,  and  have  all  that 
Heart  can  wifti.  Now  Men  who  are  pafTio- 
nately  fond  of  this  Life,  cannot  bear  to  hear 
of  Death,  efpecially  if  they  ever  dare  refleft 
upon  their  Guilt,  and  the  Expeaations  which 
are  immediately  rais'd  hereupon.  'Tis  an 
Expreffion  of  the  Son  of  Syrach .-  0  Deathy 
how  bitter  is  the  Remembrance  of  thee  to  a  Man 
that  liveth  at  Reft  in  his  Pofeftons,  vnto  the  Man 
that  hath  nothing  to  vex  him^  and  that  hath  Prof- 
ferity  in  all  things !  The  Thoughts  of  Death 
are  very  troublefom  to  profperous  Sinners  ^ 
which  makes  them  put  the  evil  Day  far  from 
them,  and  delay  their  Repentance  and  Refor- 
mation. They  imagine  that  if  they  (hould  fet 
about  this  Work,  it  would  damp  all  the  Joys 
of  Life,  that  it  would  infufe  a  Bitternefs  into 
their  pleafant  Cups,  that  it  would  interrupt 
them  in  the  purfuit  of  the  World,  and  deprive 
them  of  thofe  Diverfions  which  are  dearer  to 
them  than  Life  it  felf.  r      .1,  * 

The  Generality  of  People  luppole,  that 
Meditations  on  Death  are  only  proper  for  the 
Sick  and  Aged,  and  very  unfutable  for  thofe 
who  are  in  health,  efpecially  for  fuch  as  arc  in 
the  flourifhing  Bloom  of  Youth-,  forgetting 
the  Brevity  and  Uncertainty  of  Human  Life, 
ISJor  can  any  tbing  be  more  abfurd  and  unrea- 
fonablethan  for  People  to  delay  their  Prepara- 
tion for  Death,  when  Life  is  fo  uncertain, 
upon  a  Pretence  that  'tis  a  melancholy  and  dif- 
ficult Work.  Methinks  all  rational  Men  Ihould 
rather  put  this  Qiieftion  to  their  Souls :  Is  the 
Work  I  am  prefs'd  to  undertake  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  ?  And  if  it  appears  to  be  fo,  that  fin- 
cle  Confideration  (hould  fuperfede  all  other 
Pleas,  and  overbaUance  any  Excufes  which 
*  D  d  4  Men 
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Mea  may  frame  to  delay  \t.    For  what  is  al^ 
folutely  necelTary,  ought  to  be  enter»d  upon 
immediately,   left  we  never  have  an  Oppor- 
tunity to  efFcft  it.    «  Well,  but  fays  a  young 
"  and  profperous  Sinner,  if  I  immediately  ea- 
«  ter  on  preparing  for  another  Life,  I  maft 
«  bid   adieu  to  all  the  Comforts  of  this,   I 
«  muft  be  doom'd  to  an  abfurd  and  perpe- 
"  tual  Melancholy.    What !  maft  I,  wlbo  am 
t'  an  Heir  to  a  great  Eftate,   and  have  but 
"  )uft   began  to  taftc  the  Pleafures  of  Lifei 
«'  muft  1  have  my  Expeaations  difappointed, 
«  and  my  DeCres  of  Fame  and  Gallantry  de' 
«  fcated?   Muft]  be  ftop'd  in  my  Purfuits, 
"  check  d  in  my  Race  of  Glory,  and  forbid- 
den thofe  Pleafures  which  I  value  above  all 
"  things  befides  ?"    Miftaken  unhappy  Maa ' 
Religion  does  not  abridg  thee  qf  any  Pleafure' 
truly   rationaland   manly:   The  Scripturel 
only  interdia  thofe  Gratifications  which  are 
fordid  and  bafe;  the  wifeft  of  Men  arures  ufc. 
That  the  Ways-  of.  Religion  are  Ways  of  PlexPmt^ 
nefs^    and    that  aB   her  Paths  are    Peace;    bat 
that   the    ^fy   of  Tranfgrejfors  is  hard.     Now 
we  have  all  the  reafon  in  the  World  to  be- 
lieve Solomon^  as  well  on  the  account  of  his  ^ 
Experience   as  his   Infpiratioa ;  for  be  gave 
his  Heart  to  Inow  Madnefs  and  FoBy.    Heveo- 
turd  on  the  forbidden  Delights  of  Sin,  as  well 
as  tafted  the  real  and  refin'd  Pleafures  of  Re- 
ligion.   So  that  upon  the  whole,  we  may  con- 
eiude    that  wicked  Men  take  more  pains  to 
gratify  their  Lufts,  and  to  ferve  the  Devil 
than  good  Men  do  to  prepare  themfelves  fw 
Death  and  Judgment.    Bat, 
,  6.  Another  Caufe  why  People  delay  their 
Preparation  for  Death,  is  from  a  vain  Opinioa 
"  '    "^  ■     '    thaf 
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that  they  have  time  enough  before  them,  and 
confequently  flatter  themfelves  with  the  ex- 
peftation  of  a  long  Life.  If  Perfons  are  young, 
they  are  ready  to  conclude  of  courfe,  that 
they  muft  live  to  be  old ;  tho  they  fee  Thou- 
fands  younger  than  they  fall  at  their  right  and 
their  left  hand.  They  who  are  old  think, 
Surely  fince  we  have  held  out  thus  long,  there 
will  be  an  addition  of  fome  more  Years  to  our 
Lives.  And  thus  both  agree  to  delay  pre- 
paring for  Death  ^  tho  the  Scripture  is  exprefs, 
7T7at  Man  that  is  born  of  a  Woman  is  of  few  Days^ 
and  full  of  Trouble ;  and  that  Man  in  his  befi 
Bfiate  is  altogether  Fanity.  How  many  of  our 
own  Relations  and  Acquaintance  have  gone 
down  to  the  Grave,  with  their  Breafls  full  of 
Milky  and  their  Bones  moijien^d  with  Marrow  ? 
Yet  obftinate  Sinners,  notwithftanding  the  no- 
tice God  gives  them  in  his  Word,  and  the  re* 
peated  Warnings  he  affords  them  in  the  Courfe 
of  his  Providence,  and  the  Obfervation  they 
are  forced  to  make  themfelves  concerning  the 
Uncertainty  of  Human  Life,  will  defer  their 
Preparation  for  Death,  and  promife  them- 
felves many  Years  to  come ;  as  if  their  Times 
were  not  in  God's  hands,  but  in  their  own. 

Before  I  pafs  this  Head,  I  cannot  but  re- 
mark, That  fome  Peoples  Delays  are  too  much 
owing  to  the  barbarous  Flattery  of  Friends 
and  Phyficians  V  who  pretend,  incomplaifance, 
to  tell  People,  that  they  are  not  in  danger  of 
Death,  and  that  they  difcern  no  mortal  Symp- 
tom upon  them,  and  that  they  may  recover, 
when  they  know  ^tis  utterly  impoffible  they 
Ihould  without  a  Miracle-  And  fo  many  pleafe 
themfelves  with  the*  hopes  of  living,  till 
Death  defeats  their  J&^p^ft^tions,  and  Divine 
'■   ■'  Jufticc 
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Jufticc  configas  'em  over  to  everlafting  Burn- 
ings. 

Laftly,  Another  Caufe  of  Peoples  delay- 
ing '  to  prepare  for  Death,  tho  they  know 
they  (hall  die,  is  from  a  vain  Opinion  that 
this  Work  may  be  effediually  done  upon  a 
Death- Bed.  Now  there  are  two  Inftances 
which  Sinners  commonly  plead  in  excnfe  for 
the  delay  of  their  Repentance  and  preforma- 
tion: One  is,  that  of^  the  Labourers  who  en- 
tered not  into  the  Vineyard  till  the  eleventh 
Hour,  and  yet  received  as  much  as  thofe  who 
had  born  the  Heat  and  Burden  of  the  Day : 
And  the  other  is,  that  of  a  Thief,  who  was 
converted  on  the  Ctofs,  while  dying  by  the 
fide  of  our  Saviour.  From  whence  ohttinate 
Sinners  argue  after  this  manner:  If  God  is 
the  fame  kind  and  merciful  Being,  which  he 
was  in  Ages  paft,  t|ien  we  have,  as  much  rea- 
fon  to  believe  he  will  receive  us  to  bis  Fa- 
votif,^  as  he  did  others,  who  repeilted  not 
tilf  the  Evening  of  their  Livei  3  for  what 
hdi^^een^  may  he.  si  that  they  conclude  they 
rtay  Very  fafely  *  put  t  bff  providirig  '  for  the 
otfitfri World,  tlll^  they  are  juft  going  out  of 

" 'To  which  I  i^turn  in  general^  T^hat  whea 
We- argne  from  Precedfehts,  it  ought  to  be 
cdnfidet'd,^  whether  the  Circumftanqes 'of  e^ch 
rft^:  paraUel :  for  the  Force  of  what  is  pleaded 
depfends  upon  the  likenefs  of  the  Cafe  we 
aifgie  for,  16  that  Example  we  argue  from. 
Wf 'if-  the  Cafei  are  riot  parallel,  if  they  do 
Dot*  feiaaiy  relemble  each  other,  'tis  very 
bb*I«elf6ning  to  infer 'the  fame  things  from 
ifefe  ag^the^  other.'  And  this  I  apprehend  to 
be  in  both  the  Gafes  "before  u?. 
-  As 
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As  to  the  Labourers  who  enter'd  at  the 
eleventh  Hour^  we  do  not  read  that  they 
were  call'd  before  ;  and  if  fo,  it  does  not 
refemble  the  common  Cafe  of  delaying  Sin- 
ners, who  have  been  deaf  to  the  repeated 
Calls  of  God  both  in  his  Word  and  Provi- 
dence. 

As  to  the  Cafe  of  the  penitent  Thief,  there 
is  fomething  in  every  Circumftance  of  it  pe* 
culiar  -  and  extraordinary  ^    and  therefore  it 
cannot  juftly  be  argu'd  from,   to  excufe  the 
Procrafti nation  of  Sinners  in  common.    What 
tho  weread  of  a  Man's  being  converted  but  a 
little  before  his  Death  v  we  have  no  promifc 
to  alTure  us,   that  if  w.€  delay  preparing  for 
^he  other  World,    it  (hall,  fucceed  with  us 
4S  well  as  the  laft.     Befides,  this  Thief  had 
fix  Hours  time  to  confider  what  he  had  been 
doijig,  whither  he  was  going,  and  what  was 
neceffary  to  fit  him  fgir  another  World :  but 
no  delaying  prefumptuoas  Sinner  ican  be  fure 
of  iix  Minutes  to  come.     Again,  The  Con- 
y^rfion  of  this  Thief  fcems  to  have  been  the 
firft-Fruits  of  the  Blood  of  the  Crdfs,  a  Mi- 
racle of  fovcreign  diftinguifhing  Grace^  where- 
by our  Saviour  would  honour  t;he  Ignominy 
of  his  Death;   to  (how,   that  while  he  was 
crucify'd  in  Wcaknefs,^  there  was  an  infinite 
Virtue  1^  his  Sufferings,  tho  be  died  in  ap- 
peararice  as  criminal.     Moreover,    fome  are 
of  opinion,   that  tlfis  ThieY  never  h^d  the 
Offers  of  the  Gofpcl  before  i    and  if  fo,  I  am: 
fure  he  was  fo  far  from  being  a  late  Penitent, 
that  he  had  the  Honour  of  being  an  early  Con- 
vert: for 'tis  not  reafonableto  e^peft  a  Man 
jbould  embrace  Cbriftianity,   till  Chrilt   ha^ 
been  offer'd  to  hid  in  the  Gofpcl. 
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I  have  not  now  tiine  to  mention  whdt  Pre* 
Radices  lay  in  the  w^y  of  this  Man's  Convert 
lion,  and  how  he  overcame  them;  what  a 
diftingaiihing  Loftre  there  was  in  bis  Faith, 
to  own  our  Saviour  while  under  a  Cloud  of 
Difgrace,  and  while  fuffering  the  fhamefbl 
and  accurfcd  Death  of  the  Crofs :  to  own 
him^  I  fay,  at  a  time  when  one  of  bis  Dif- 
ciples  had  betrayM  him,  another  had  deny'd 
him,  and  all  of  'em  had  forfook  him  and 
fled  i  to  own  him  while  dcferted  by  his  Fa- 
ther, and  infulted  by  Men  and  Devils.  Yet 
none  of  thcfe  Difcooragements  hindered  him 
from  making  an  open,  bold,  folemn  Confeffion 
of  Jefus  as  Lord  and  Ghrift  i  fo  that  with  an 
extraordinary  Humility,  and  a  lively  Faith, 
he  addrefles  himfelf  to  his  dying  Siviour, 
Lordy  rememier  me  when  thou  eomefi  ifito  thy 
Kingdom.  Now  who  that  GOnfiders  this  ex- 
tr;aordinary  Cafe  of  the  pfcnitent  Thief,  can 
Ire  any  ground,  froAi  this  Inftance,  to  delay 
jpreparing  for  Eternity? 

Finally,  If  any  will  yet  be  fo  perverfe  as 
to-renture  on  in  a  Courfe  of  Sin,  and  refolve 
td  take  (helter  in  this  Inftance,  I  would  io^ 
treat  'em  to  remember,  that  there  was  ano- 
ther Thief  died  at  the  fame,  under  the  molt 
deplorable  Cfrcumftances  of  Impenitency.  So 
that  there  is  niuch  greater  reafon  to  think, 
if  thou  defcr'ft  preparing  for  Eternity  till 
thou  art  juft  finifliine  Time,  that  God  will 
rather  judicially  harden  thee,  than  work  a 
Miracle  for  thy  Converlion.  How  melancho- 
ly a  Confideration  is  it  then,  that  any  who 
call  themfelves  Chriftians,  and  pretend  to  be 
the  ^  Guides  of  Souls,   fhould  teach  People, 

*  fifcobar,  Soco,   Morinus,  Lugo^  S^c, 

that 
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that  to  defer  their  Repentance  is  but  a  ve- 
nial Sin-,  or  as  others  of  the  fame  Commu- 
nion, that  'tis  no  Sin  at  all :  and  fo  encou- 
rage Men  to  delay  their  Repentance  till  brought 
to  a  Death- Bed? 

Thus  have  I  pafs'd  thro  the  three  general 
Heads  I  proposed  to  infift  upon.  And  I  fee 
I  muft  wave  thofe  Inferences  1  defign'd  from 
the  preceding  Difcourfe,  and  can  only  men- 
tion one,  viz..  Since  the  Living  know  they 
fhall  die,  then  'tis  the  moft  reafonable  thing 
in  the  World,  immediately,  and  without  de- 
lay, to  prepare  for  the  invifible  State. 

Now  that  I  may,  if  poffible,  prevail  with 
poor  Sinners  to  do  fo,  I  fhall  fuggeft  a  few 
things  briefly  to  their  moft  ferious  Thoughts. 

Gonfider  that  nothing  can  be  more  unrea- 
fonable  and  abfurd,  than  for  Men  to  continue 
in  Sin,  and  defer  preparing  for  Death,  ia 
hopes  they  fhall  have  time  to  repent  hereaf- 
ter :  for  what  is  the  meaning  of  this,  but 
that  they'll  continue  in  the  pradice  of  thofc 
things  which  hereafter  they'll  be  afham'd  of  j 
and,  if  ever  they  heartily  repent,  will  wifh 
ten  thoufand  times  they  had  never  done  ?  Can 
any  thing  be  more  abfurd  than  for  a  Man  to 
continue  in  Sin,  in  hopes  to  repent  upon  a 
Death-Bed  j  i.e.  in  hopes  to  have  Trouble,  and 
Sorrow,  and  Anguifh,  beyond  all  ExprefTioa 
and  Thought?  Would  any  Man,  who  has  the 
ufe  of  his  Reafon,  continually  eat  of  that 
Food,  which  he  is  certain  beforehand  will 
make  him  fick  even  to  Death,  and  that  he 
can  never  exped  a  moment's  Eafe  till  his  Sto* 
mach  is  difcharg'd  of  it  ?  Yet  fuch  defperate 
Madncfs  are  all  impenitent  Sinners  guilty  of, 
who  delay  preparing  for  the  other  World, 
,        .  ■    ,    ia 
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In  hopes  of  doing  it  on  a  Death-bed.  A  Modern 
reprefents  the  Folly  of  it  after  this  manner : 
"  *Tis,  fays  he^  juft  as  if  a  Man  IhoaM  be 
"  content  to  be  Ihipwreck'd,  in  hopes  that 
*'  he  (hall  afterwards  efcape  by  a  Plaok^  and 
"  get  fafe  to  Shore/' 

Again,  Confider  that  a  time  of  Sicknefs 
and  Old  Age  is  the  moft  inconvenient  which 
can  be,  to  enter  on  any  important  Work: 
The  Infirmities  which  commonly  attend  aged 
Perfons,  make  'em  uneafy  to  themfelvcs,  and 
unferviceable  to  others.  What  can  fuch  do 
when  the  Strength  of  their  Bodies  is  enfeebled, 
and  the  Faculties  of  their  Minds  impaired,  fo 
that  the  Grafhopper  is  a  Burden,  and  Defire 
Ihall  fail  ?  I  fay,  what  can  fuch  do,  when 
their  Apprehenfions  are  flow,  their  Judgments 
weak,  their  Affeftions  cold,  and  every  thing  in 
Body  and  Mind  under  the  greateft  Diforder  ? 
Moreover,  let  it  be  confider'd,  that  the  longer 
Men  delay  preparing  for  Death,  and  go  on 
in  Sin,  the  more  difficult  it  will  be  for  'em 
to  return  to  God.  The  Prophet  compares 
the  Change  of  a  cuftomary  Sinner,  to  the  walh- 
ing  of  a  Blackmoor  white :  Can  the  Ethiopian 
charj^e  his  Skin^  or  the  Leofard  his  Spots  ?  then 
may  p  alfo  do  Good^  that  are  accvfiomed  to  do 

Again,  If  Men  have  any  reafon  to  repent 
of  their  Sins,  they  have  reafon  to  do  it  im- 
mediately. If  thou  art  convinced  of  the  Evil 
of  Sin,  and  therefore  would  forfake  it,  'tis 
much  more  reafonable  thou  Ihouldft  do  it  now, 
than  defer  it  to  an  uncertain  Hereafter :  for 
the  greater  Evil  Sin  is,  the  fooner  we  leave 
it,  the  better.  Art  thou  convinc'd  of  the 
dangerous  Gonfequences  which    will    attend 
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Sin,  that  it  will  expofe  thee  to  the  Wrath 
of  God,  and  to  endlefs  and  inexpreffible  Mi- 
feries  ?  Why^  if  there  is  fuch  hazard  in  Sin, 
then  to  break  off  our  Sins  immediately,  is  the 
fafeft  Courfe  in  the  World :  for  the  longer  a 
Man  goes  on  in  Sin,  the  greater  Danger  he 
puts  himfelf  in,  and  the  greater  Punifhment 
he  expofes  himfelf  to.  Haft  thou  not  run 
far  enough  in  Debt  ?  Wouldft  thou  dare  to 
increafe  the  Sum  of  thy  Guilt,  and  treafure 
up  more  Wrath  againft  the  Day  of  Wrath, 
and  the  fearful  Revelation  of  the  righteous 
Judgment  of  God  ?  Doft  thou  promife  to 
prepare  for  Death  hereafter  ?  Fool  that  thou 
art,  thou  art  not  fure  of  any  time  but  the 
prefcnt.  Moreover,  Ihould  your  Circumftan- 
ces  in  your  laft  Sicknefs  be  as  favourable  as 
you  could  defire ',  fhould  you  have  fome  time 
allow'd  you,  and  the  ufe  of  your  Reafon  too, 
you  are  not  fure  that  you  fhall  have  a  Heart 
to  repent.  Repentance  and  Faith  are  the 
Gift  of  God  J  and  'tis  evident  from  Scrip- 
ture and  Experience,  that  poor  Sinners  can 
no  more  prepare  themfelves  for  the  other 
World  without  God's  fpecial  Grace,  than  they 
can  fublift  in  this,  without  the  common  Con- 
currence of  his  mighty  Power, 

Again  ;  Confider  how  ungrateful  and  difin- 
genuous  'tis  for  Men  to  devote  the  firft  and 
beft  part  of  their  time  to  the  Service  of  Sin, 
and  referve  only  the  Dregs  of  Life  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  God.  Can  you  imagine  that  fuch  an  Of- 
fering will  be  pleafing  to  the  Almighty,  whea 
there  is  no  Princeon  Earth  but  would  abhor  it? 

Once  more,  confider  with  what  Horrour 
you'll  be  feiz'd,  if  you  (hould  be  fummon'd 
to  the  Grave,  and  furpriz'd  by  Death  with- 
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out  any  Preparation  at  all:  How  will  yod 
bear  the  Terrors  of  a  Wonndcd  Spirit,  when 
you  are  not  capable  of  fupporting  yoctr  felves 
under  the  Pains  of  a  laoguilhitig  Body  ?  What 
will  you  do  ?  Whither  will  you  fly  ?  What 
cknyou  fay,  when  the  Heavens  are  dark  o- 
ver  your  Heads,  and  Hell  blazes  under  your 
Foet  ?  Therefore  as  you  know  you  fhall  cer- 
tainly die,  earrieftly  beg  of  God  the  Affif- 
tance  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  that  you  tnay  be  iii- 
ways  Ready :  then  Death  in  any  Drefs  will 
be  no  Terror  to  you  j  but  you  Will  rather 
be  gtad  to  find  the  Grave^  becaufe  Death  win 
be  fw  your  infinite  Advantage :  as  We  have 
t-eafon  to  believe  it  was  to  that  excellent  Mi- 
nifter  of  theGofpel,  whofeDeceafe  has  ocoi- 
fion'd  thisDifcoune. 

He  was  joftly  efteemM  by  all  Men  of  Pro- 
bity and  good  Senle,  who  had  the  advantage 
of  his  Acquaintance  .*  For  if  one  confider  tbt 
Reverend  Mr.  E  WE  R  in  any  Relation  while 
living,  he  was  very  defirable* 

He  has  diftinguifh'd  himfelf  for  feveral 
Years  as  an  exemplary  Chriftian,  whofe  Pie- 
ty towards  God,  and  Affability  towards  Men^ 
have  recommended  him  to  theEfteem  and  Ap« 
probation  of  all ;  Being  an  Examfle  to  the  Be-^ 
lievers  in  Word^  in  Converfation^  in  Charity^  in 
Spirit  J  in  Faith^  in  Purity.  He  was  a  Natha^ 
ftaely  an  Ifraelite  indeed,  one  who  cou'd  not 
Itoop  to  the  little  Arts  and  Difgmfes  by 
which  fome  People  make  their  way  in  thi 
World. 

He  had  a  prudent  and  regular  Zeal  for  the 
Glory  of  God,  and  the  Salvation  of  Souls. 
He  ever  exprefsM  a  juft  Indignation  againft 
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Sin,  and  prefs'd  after  the  higheft  degrees  of 
Holinefs.  He  kept  clear  from  the  Extremes 
of  Superftition  and  Enthufiafm,  believing  that 
fubltantial  Religion  did  confift  in  a  Confor- 
mity to  the  Moral  Perfeftions  of  the  Godhead. 
His  Moderation  was  remarkable,  and  exten- 
live :  He  foUow'd  the  things  which  made  for 
Peace,  and  difFus'd  the  grateful  Odours  of 
Charity  wherever  he  came.  He  was  patient 
and  fabmiffive  under  the  various  Trials  and 
Affliftions,  to  which  he  was  expos'd  thro  the 
Courfe  of  his  Life. 

And  if  we  confider  him  in  his  publick  Cha- 
rafter,  as  a  Divine,  he  was  well  qualify'd  with 
ufeful  Learning  and  Minifterial  Gifts  :  A  Man 
Vigilant^  Sober^    and  of  Good  Behaviour  ^  given 
to  Hofpitalityj  apt  to  Teach  ;  not  given  to  Wine^ 
no  Striker-^    not   greedy  of  filthy  Lucre^    but  Pa- 
tient 5    not  a  Brawler^    not  Covetous  j    One  that 
ruVd  well  his  own  Houfe^  having  his  Children  in 
fubjection  with  all  Gravity*     And  as  this  Mini- 
Iter  of  Ghrift  had  a  peculiar  aptnefs  to  Teach, 
fo  he  was  unweary'd  in  his  Mafter's  Work; 
having   the  Glory  of  God,   and  the  Intereft 
of  Souls   coaftantly  at  Heart.    The  Zeal   of 
God^s  Houfe  had  eaten  him  up  *,  he  was  con- 
tinually feeking  of  you,   and   not  yours :    He 
coveted    no  Mans    Gold    or  Silver  i     he    was 
the  fartheft  in  the  World  from  a  little  mer- 
cenary Spirit :  'Twas  not  the  Profped  of  out- 
ward Gain,  but  the  Love  of  Souls,  that  engaged 
him  in  the  Minifterial  Work.     He  did  forego 
that  which  he  might  have  demanded,  I  mean 
a  Maintenance  for   himfelf  and  Family :   For 
no  Man  is  oblig  d  to  go  a  Warfare  upon  his 
own  Charge  \  and  the  Apoftle  fays.  That  Chrifi 
hath  ordain  d   that    he    that  preaches  the  Gofpel 
E  e  Jljould 
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Jhould  live  of  it.  Yct  you  zxt  Witnefles  for 
your  deceasM  Paftor,  that  he  always  gene- 
roufly  gave  you  his  Labours  ^  and  yet  that 
did  not  caufe  him  to  take  the  lefs  pains  in  the 
promoting  of  yoar  Salvation.  Batheftudied 
diligently  to  (hew  himfelf  approved,  a  Work- 
man who  needed  not  to  be  afham'd,  rightly  di- 
viding the  Word  of  Truth ;  and  conltantly 
in  the  Coarfeof  his  Miniftry  (as  I  am  informed 
by  thofe  who  attended  it)  he  did  infift  upon 
the  great  and  fubftantial  Truths  contain'd  in 
the  Chriftian  Revelation. 

If  the  Sermons  of  your  deceas'd  Paftor  had 
not  all  the  EmbeUifhments  of  Language  which 
fome  boaftof,  they  had  this  peculiar  Advan- 
tage, to  be  full  of  folid  Divinity  ;   which,  I 
think,  is  a  much  better  Charader  for  a  Pul- 
pit-Difcourfe,  than  to  fay,  that  'tis  full  of 
pompous  Eloquence  and  Flights    of   Wit. 
The  Praife  of  this  ufeful  Minifter  is  in  all  the 
Churches,  where  the  knowledg  of  him  has 
reachM.    Here  indeed  he  liv'd,    here  he  con- 
ftantly  preach'd ;  and,  I  believe,  you'll  all  own^ 
that  his  Life  was  an  excellent  Sermon :  for  in 
that  you  might  fee  the  Pradicablenefs  and 
Ufefulnefs  of  Relative  Duties.     In  him  you 
might  behold  the  manly  Tendernefs  of  a  lo- 
ving Husband,  the   melting  Compaflions  of 
a  kind  Father,  the  generous  Freedom  of  a 
true  )Friejid,  and  the  admirable  Qualifications 
of  a  faithful  Paftor.    How  did  he  exhort  and 
reprove,  and  rebuke  with  all  Long-Suffering 
and  Doftrine  5   meekly  inftruding  thofe  who . 
opposed  themfelves!   Did  he  not  warn  every 
Man,  I>]ight  and  Day,  befeeching  them  with 
Tears  ? 

Thus 
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Thus  did  he  fulfil  his  Miniftry,  having  ob- 
tain'd  Mercy  of  the  Lord  to  be  faithful  ;  al- 
ways defiring,  that  Chrift  might  be  magni- 
fy'd  in  his  Body,  whether  in  Life  or  Death. 
For  he  accounted  not  his  Life  dear  to  himfelf, 
fa  that  he  might  finifh  his  Courfe  with  Joy, 
and  the  Miniftry  which  he  had  received  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  to  teftify  the  Gofpel  of  the 
Grace  of  God. 

As  to  his  particular  Behaviour  during  his 
lalt  Sicknefs,  I  am  told  by  thofe  who  were 
nigh  him,  that  he  did  not  pafs  the  time  of 
his  lUnefs  without  fome  violent  Aflaults  from 
Satan :  but  it  pleas'd  the  Lord  to  afford  him 
fpeedy  Relief,  and  to  make  him  more  than 
a  Conqueror,  when  he  confider'd  his  Interefb 
in  the  everlafting  Covenant,  which  is  order'd 
in  all  things,  and  fure.  He  had  not  only  good 
Hope  thro  Grace :  but  before  he  left  this 
World,  he  exprefs'd  his  Satisfadion  and  Joy^ 
n^at  all  his  Sins  were  pardon^dy  and  that  that 
Cod  whom  he  had  ferv*d  in  the  Gofpel^  would 
never  leave  him  nor  forfake  him- 

His  Indifpofition  was  but  Ihort ;  he  was 
well  and  dead  within  the  Compafs  of  feven 
Days.  He  did  not  apprehend  that  he  fliould 
die  of  his  lUnefs,  till  about  two  days  before 
his  Death.  His  Pain  was  fo  great,  that  he 
car'd  to  difcourfe  but  little;  and  when  he 
drew  near  his  end,  he  was  fometimes  deli- 
rious. Yet  when  he  had  the  leaft  Interval,  he 
exprefs'd  a  very  deep  Concern  for  the  Church 
under  his  Care,  which  he  had  fed  and  govern'd 
agreeably  to  the  Divine  Word.  But  he  has 
done  fowing  in  the  Church  Militant,  and  is 
gone  to  reap  the  Fruits  of  his  Labours  in  the 
Church  Triumphant.  He  is  cnter'd  into  that 
Ee  2  Reft 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


420  A  Funerdl  Sermon  on 

Reft  which  remains  for  the  People  of  God :  He 
is  fallen  afleep  in  Jefas,  having  fought  the 
good  Fight,  and  finifliM  his  Courfe,  and  kept 
the  Faith.  Death  has  clos'd  his  Eyes,  and 
feard  up  his  Lips  till  the  firlt  Refarredion. 

You  are  to  have  no  more  Admonitions  nor 
Exhortations  from  him.  May  yoo  that  once 
rejoic'd  in  his  Light,  and  were  comforted  and 
edify'd  under  his  Miniftry,  remember  the 
wholefom  Truths  he  taught,  and  the  excel- 
lent Duties  he  recommended  to  your  Prac- 
tice ;  that  he  may  not  be  a  Smh  Witnefs 
againft  you  in  the  Day  of  God. 

I  know  1  cannot  fpjeak  this,  without  occa- 
iioning  a  great  Emotion  in  your  Mindj  ba 
let  not  your  Paffions  get  the  ftart  of  your 
Reafon,  and  fo  hinder  your  receiving  the  In- 
ftrudions  which  this  Providence  may  furnilh 
you  withaL 

To  you  who  were  his  fpecial  Care  and 
Charge,  to  whom  his  Memory  will  be  ever 
precious;  Continue  in  the  Belief  of  thofe 
Doarines,  and  in  the  Praftice  of  thofe  Du- 
ties you  have  been  taught  by  him  from  the 
Word  of  God*  Difappolnt  Satan  or  any  A- 
gents  of  hi?,  who  may  have  Defigns  to  di- 
vide and  (catter  you.  Labour  to  keep  the  Vni^ 
ty  of  the  Spirit  in  the  Bonds  of  Peace  •  And  put 
on  as  the  EleB  of  God^  Holy  and  Beloved^  Bowels 
ofAfercyj  Kindnefs^  HunAlenefs  of  Mind^  Long^ 
fvffering ;  forbearing  one  another^  and  forgiving  one 
another.  And  tho  yoo  have  loft  him  who  watch'd 
over  you  in  the  Lord,  remember  that  the  great 
Shepherd  of  the  Sheep,  and  Bilhop  of  your 
Souls,  lives  for  ever;  and  if  you  are  humble, 
and  charitable,  patient,  and  fubmillive,  and 
wait  on  God,  he  .wiU  yei  fatiify  bis  Fo^  with 
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Breads  and  give  yoa  a  Paftor  after  his  own 

Heart,  who  (hall  jfeed  you  with  Knowledg  and 
Underftanding. 

To  you  his  mournful  Relift  j  Confider  'tis  the 
Hand  of  that  God,  who  is  fo  wife,  that  he  can- 
not do  any  thing  againft  the  real  Intereft  of 
thofe  who  love  him.  Indeed  he  has  fuddenly 
remov'd  from  you,  him  whom  you  hopM  to 
have  enjoy'd  many  Years :  But  your  God  is  the 
fame  to  day,  yefterday,  and  for  ever  v  and  has 
promised  to  be  the  Judg  of  tlie  Widow,  and 
that  he  will  never  leave  nor  forfake  thofe  who 
put  their  truft  in  him. 

To  you  the  tender  Off-fpring  of  the  Deceas'd ; 
I  charge  you,  before  God  and  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  that  you  ferve  your  Father's  God :  re- 
member what  feafonable  Advice  he  gave  you, 
and  with  what  Importunity  and  Fervour  he 
us'd  to  pray,  that  your  Souls  may  be  fav'd  in 
the  Great  Day  of  our  Lord.  Let  your  Father's 
Vertues  live  in  your  Lives,  and  do  you  follow 
him  as  he  follow'd  Chrift  j  then  Ihall  you  meet 
him  again  with  Comfort,  at  the  Right-hand  of 
the  Redeemer,  when  he  Ihall  come  the  fecond 
time  without  Sin,  to  Salvation. 

Once  more,  to  all  you  who  were  the  conftant 
Auditors  of  that  excellent  Minifter,  whofe  Re- 
mains we  are  about  to  commit  to  the  Duft :  Let 
me  intreac  you  to  lay  this  Providence  to  Heart. 
The  Wife- Man  fays,  ^Tis  better  to  go  to  the  Houfe 
of  Mourningy  than  to  go  to  the  Houfe  of  Feafiing  , 
for  that  u  the  end  of  all  Meny  and  the  Living  will 
lay  it  to  his  Heart.  Probably  here  are  many  of 
you  who  have  fat  under  the  Reverend  Mr.  Ewer^s 
Miniftry  for  feveral  Years,  and  yet  continue  in 
a  State  of  Nature.  God  grant,  that  fince  you 
cannot  date  your  Converfion  from  any  of  his 
Ec  3  Ser- 
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Sermoas,  you  may  from  this  awful  Providence^ 
which  publifhes  the  Vanity  of  human  Life,  and 
calls  aloud  upon  Sinners  to  make  an  early  Pre- 
paration for  the  invifible  World-  Tho  you 
have  a  great  while  refitted  the  Importunities  of 
the  Son  of  God,  and  would  not  be  prevail'd 
upon  by  the  Rhetorick  of  his  Tears  and  Blood  i 
I  befeech  you  by  the  Mercies  of  God,  and  by  the 
melting  Companions  of  the  meek  Jefus,that  yoa 
immediately  caft  down  the  Weapons  of  your 
Rebellion,  and  fubmit  to  the  Righteoufnefs  and 
Scepter  of  the  Son  of  God.  Then  fliall  you  have 
Hope  in  Death,  and  eternal  Happinefs  after  it\ 
for  an  abundant  Entrance  (hall  be  adminifter^d 
to  all  fuch,  into  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and 
Rev.  14..  13.  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.  For  hlejfed  are  the  Dead 
that  die  In  the  Lord^  from  henceforth :  yea^  faith 
,  the  Spirit  J  that  they  may  reft  from  their  Labour  V-^ 
and  their  iVorks  do  follow  them*       , ,  ,;q  i^;  -.-^ 
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ECCLES.  XL  5). 

%0/Ve,  0  'young  Many  in  thy  Youth, 
and  let  thy  Heart  chear  thee  in  the 
t>ays  of  thy  Touth  5  and  walk,  in  the 
ways  of  thy  Heart,  and  in  the  fight 
of  thine  Eyes :  hut  know  thou,  S>at 
for  all  thefe  things  God  will  bring  thee 
into  Judgment. 

N  this  Book  we  have  a  large 
account  of  the  various  Expert, 
ments  that  were  made  by  Solo- 
mon in  his  Searches  after  Happi. 
nefs,  together  with  his  Refuta- 
tion of  the  feveral  miftaken  Opi- 
nions, which  he  and  others  had  formerly  en- 
tertained about  it.  The  Royal  Preacher  had 
a  Genius  fitted  to  enterprize  great  things ; 
He  feems  to  have  had  a  ftrong  Paffion  for  Phi- 
lofopby,  and  to  have  thought  that  the  Study 
of  Nature  would  have  rais'd  him  to  a  confi- 
derable  Pitch  of  Happinefs.  For,  fays  he,  / 
gave  my  Him  to  feek  and  fearch  out  byWifdom^Ecci, 

conctrning 
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concerning  all  things  that  art  under  Heaven*     Bat 
after  his  utmoft  Application  and  Diligence,  he 

vcr.  i+.  infcrites  upon  them,  AH  is  Canity  anaf^exation 
of  Spirit. 

The  wife  Man  alfo  turned  his  Thoughts  to 
the  Study  of  Politicks,  and  «nter'd  deep  into 
the  Myfteriesof  Government :  and  tho  he  had 
a  Largenefs  of  Soul  that  render'd  him  capable 
of  the  nicelt  Difquifitions,  and  conftantly  fur- 
nilh'd  him  with  the  noblclt  Views  j   yet  he 

ver.  xs.  himfelf  founds  that  in  much  Wifdom  is  much 
Griefs  and  he  that  increafeth  Knowledge  incredfeth 
Sorrow* 

Now  Solomon  having  not  fucceeded  in  thefe 
Attempts,  was  fo  4]nhappy  as  to  abandon 
himfelf  to  Vice,  and  ranfacks  the  whole 
Creation  to  minifter  to  his  Senfes:  /  /aid 
in  my  Hfart^  Go  to  now^  J  will  f  rove  thee  with 
Mirth  \  therefore  enjoy  Pleafure.  He  ifan  a 
prodigious  length  in  his  Senfualities^  and 
ventur'd  very  far  in  the  chafe  of  forbidden 

^cr.  17.  Pleafures  •,  /  gave  my  Heart  to  know  Wifdom^ 
and  to  know  Madnefs  and  folh.  WtXtf  and  what 
Satisfaction  do  bis  bold  Adventures  in  Sin  pro- 
duce ?  Does  Enjoyment  anfwer  the  height  of 
ExpeSation?  No,  for  he  prefently  adds,  Be* 

^ccU.  J,  2,  hold  this  alfo  is  Vanity.  I  faid  of  Laughter^  ft 
is  mad  \  and  of  Mirth  ^  What  doth  it?  Yet  after' 
all  his  pifappointments,  his  uneafy  Mind  palhes 
him  on  to  make  further  Trials,  and  16  carry 
his  Searches  after  Happinefs^,  thro  every  thing 
that  Men  either  court  or  admire  in  this  World. 
He  turiis  his  Thoughts  to  Architedurc,  and 
enters  on  Works  or  Pomp  and  Magnificence  : 
/  made  me  great  Works,  /  buUded  me  Houfes^  I 
flamed  me  Vineyards^  J  tf^ade  me  Gardes  and 
Orchards^    and  I  flamed  Trees  in    them  of  all 

kind 
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hnd  of  Fruhs^  &c.     And  he  ftops  not  here,  but 
goes  on  to  enlarge  his  Retinue,  and  to  raife 
the  Glory  and  Grandure  of  his  Court:  I  got^'7>^o9' 
me  Servants  and  MaidenSy  and  had  Servants  born 

in  my  Houfe : /  gathered  me  alfo  Silver  and 

Goldy  and  the  peculiar  Treafure  of  Kings  and  of 
the  Provinces  :  I  got  me  Men- fingers  and  Women* 
finger Sy  and  the  Delights  of  the  Sons  of  Men^  as 
Mufical  JnfirumentSy  and  that  of  all  forts*  So  I 
was  great'i  and  increased  more  than  all  that  went 
before  me  in  JQXui^alcmy  alfo  my  Wifdom  remained 
with  me.  q.  d.  I  yet  retain'd  my  intelleftual 
Accomplilhments,  tho  I  had  been  fo  rafh  and 
foolifli  as  to  fully  my  Moral  Charafter  ;  for  he 
immediately  fubjoins.  And  whatfoever  mine  Eyes  ver.  to. 
defir^dj  I  kept  not  from  them^  J  withheld  not  my 
Heart  from  any  Joy*  Yet  after  all,  when  the 
Wife-Man  comes  fedately  to  review  what  he 
had  done,  he  pronounces,  That  all  was  ranity'^^^'^^* 
and  V'exation  of  Spirit^  and  there  was  no  Profit 
Tinder  the  Sun. 

Kow  Solomon^  who  exceeded  all  the  Sons  of 
Men  for  Wifdom  as  well  as  Riches,  and  the 
Circumftances  of  whofe  Reign  had  given  him 
the  greateft  Advantages  in  the  World  to  exa- 
mine the  Nature  of  all  fublunary  things,  does, 
after  the  utmofl:  Trial,  lay  down  in  this  Book 
the  belt  Obfervations  he  had  form*d,  for  the 
Service  and  Ufe  of  all  fucceeding  Ages  \  that 
others  might  fhun  the  Mifchiefs  he  had  plung'd 
himfelf  into,  and  no  longer  weary  themfelves, 
by  feeking  Happinefs  where  it  is  not  to  be 
found  ;  For  the  wifeft  of  Men  hath  aiTur'd  us, 
not  only  from  Experience,  but  Infpiration, 
That  Religion  is  the  only  Happinefs.  Let  ^EccI.  12.13. 
hear  the  Conclufion  of  the  whole  A4atter :  Fear  God^ 
and  keep  his  Commandments  ,  for  this  is  the  Whole 
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0/  Mdn :  i.  e.  herein  lies  the  whole  of  his  In« 
tereft,  as  well  as  the  fom  of  his  Duty.  Kow 
to  promote  this  excellent  end,  the  wife  Man 
gives  many  admirable  Rules  thro  every  part  of 
this  Book,  one  of  which  is  coAtainM  in  the 
words  of  the  Text. 

Rejoicej  O  young  Man^  in  thy  Touth  ;  and  let 
thy  Htwtt  cheat  thee  in  the  Days  of  thy  Touth  ;  and 
walk  in  the  Ways  of  thy  Hearty  and  in  the  Sight  of 
thine  Eyes :  but  knm^  that  for  aU  thefe  things  God 
mil  bring  thee  into  Judgment. 

Thefe  words  are  principally  addref^d  to 
young  People,  tho  they  are  not  improper  to  ia^ 
ftrua  thofe  that  are  advanced  in  years. 

Interpreters  are  not  agreed  about  the  Senfe 
of  the  former  part  of  this  Text :  fome  are  of 
Opinion,  that  when  the  Wife-Man  fays,%wVf, 
O  young  Many  in  thy  Touth^  and  let  thy  Heart 
€hear  thee  in  the  Days  of  tlsy  Touthj  &c.  'tis  a 
Conceffion  or  Allowance  which  he  gives  young 
People  to  ufe  the  Divertifements  and  Pleafures 
of  Life,  fo  they  do  but  keep  within  the  Bounds 
of  Innocence  and  Moderation :  q.  d.  <*  Don't 
"  think  I  am  fo  ftria  as  to  make  it  crimi- 
*'  nal  for  you  to  be  chearful  and  merry  in 
*'  Converfation :  You  may  ufe  the  good  Crei- 
**  tures  that  God  hath  given  you  i  Religion 
*'  does  not  reftrain  you  from  any  Pleafures  that 
"  are  manly  and  rational,  it  only  obliges  you 
*'  to  manage  your  felf  after  fuch  a  manner^  9s 
^*  becomes  thofe  that  believe  they  Ihall  fhortly 
*'  give  an  account  of  all  their  Talents  and  Ad- 
*'  vantages  to  the  Judg  of  the  Qgick  and  Dead  " 
To  this*  Interpretation  I  think  'tis  very  Joftly 
excepted,  That  walking  in  the  way  ofone^s  Hear$^ 


*  Vid,  Mr.  SiennetVSiAdvice  to  the  Toung,  p.  le. 
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Mii  in  the  fight  of  cne^s  Eyes^  cannot  be  eafily 
accommodated  to  a  moderate  ufe  of  worldly 
Bnjoyments.  Moreover,  it  cannot  be  deny*df, 
bat  that  thefe  Pbrafes  are  us'd  in  the  Scripture 
in  a  Senfe  extremely  different  ^  namely,  to  fig- 
nify  a  diflblute  and  finfal  Courfe  of  Life,  and 
not  a  temperate  afe  of  lawful  Pleafures.  There- 
fore, 

Others  think,  that  the  Wife-Man  in  thefe 
Words  fpeaks  by  way  of  Irony,  and  that  he 
derides  and  expofes  the  Abfurdity  of  thofe 
Principles,  by  which  the  generality  of  young 
People  govern  themfelves^  who  imagine,  that 
nothing  can  reader  'em  fo  happy  as  Mirth  and 
Jollity :  therefore  'tis  as  if  he  had  faid, "  Take 
**  thy  fill  of  Plcafure,  give  a  loofe  to  thy  Paf- 
**  fions,  follow  the  fwinge  of  Appetite  and 
**  Senfe;  but  then  confider  what  will  be  the 
^'  confequence  of  fuch  a  Courfe  of  Life,  re- 
^  memtortheDay  ishaftening,  and  wiU  come, 
^^  when  every  Man  fitaU  give  an  account  of  him* 
**  felf  to  God\  and  then  thy  youthful  Crimes 
^^  will  be  feverely  animadverted  upon,  for 
^  thou  (halt  exchange  thy  temporary  Pleafures 
^^  for  eternal  Pains :  Know  thouy  that  for  all 
**  thefe  things  God  will  bring  thee  into  Judg^ 
**  tnent:' 

There  is  yet  another  Senfe  given  of  thefe 
words  by  ar very  learned  Divine  *,  who  ob- 
ferves,  'f  That  Solomon  having  declar'd  his  main 
^  Scope  and  Defign  in  the  beginning  and 
^  contlufionof  this  Book,  brings  infometimes 
^^  the  difl!erent  Senfes  which  Mankind  are  apt 
**  to  have  concerning  the  Happincfs  of  Life  i 
^^  and  that  is  the  Reafbn  we  meet  with  fuch 
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"  different  Exprcffions  concerning  it.  In  bncf 
**  place  'tis  faid,  There  is  no  better  thing  under 
*'  the  Sun^  than  to  eatj  and  drinkj  and  he  merry  % 
"  but  in  another  he  faith,  Sorrow  is  better  than 
**  Laughter^  and  by  the  Sadnefs  of  the  Counter 
*'  nance  the  Heart  is  made  better.  How  can  luch 
"  Paflages  as  thefe  be  reconciPd,  if  we  look 
*'  on  them  as  exprefling  the  Senfe  of  the  fame 
*'  Perfon?  But  if  we  allow  them  to  be  the 
**  different  Notions  of  two  forts  of  Men  in 
*^  this  World,  they  are  eafy  to  be  underftood, 
**  tho  not  to  be  reconciled.  And  the  one  fort 
**  is  of  thofe  who  place  all  Happinefs  in  this 
•'  Life,  without  regard  to  Religion,  or  Vcr- 
*'  tue,  or  another  World :  and  the  other,  of 
*'  thofe  who  look  on  this  Life  only  as  a  Faf- 
''  fage  to  another;  and  that  all  Perlbns  ought 
•'  to  behave  themfclves  here,  fo  as  conduces 
**  moft  to  their  Happinefs  hereafter.** 

Now  according  to  thefe  different  Views,  Gxip^ 
pofing  this  Book  to  be  Dramatical,  the  Ad- 
vice given  to  young  People  in  the  Text  is  very 
different.  The  Advice  of  the  Senfualift,  wc 
are  fure,  the  Wife-Man  did  never  defign  to  re- 
commend to  young  People :  fo  that  whether 
we  underftand  the  Words  as  an  Irony,  or  as 
|:he  Sentiments  of  an  Epicure,  the  Defign  of 
the  Royal  Preacher  is  to  expofe  the  extrava- 
gant Mirth  of  thofe  Sinners,  who  walk  in  the 
way  of  their  Hearts^  and  in  the  fight  of  their 
Eyesi  i.  e.  who  are  intirely  influenc'd  and 
governM  by  what  pleafes  their  Sight,  or  is 
futable  to  the  vicious  Inclinations  of  their  ftn- 
fual  Minds ;  forgetting  that  they  muft  Ihortly 
die,  and  after  that  be  brought  to  Judgment.  For 
as  the  Wife-Man  admonilhes  in  the  words  imme* 
diately  preceding  iheTcxt^ButJfa  AUniive  numf 
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Tears^  and  rejoice  in  thtfn  *// ;  ytt  let  him  re^ 
member  the  Days  of  Darlnefsy  for  they  jhall  he 
many:  q.d.  If  that  happca,  which  is  not  very 
likely,  vise,  that  fo  frail  a  Creature  as  Man 
Ihould  arrive  to  a  very  great  Age ;  yet  'tis 
very  improbable  that  all  things  Ihould  run 
fmoothly  on  thro  a  long  Succeffion  of  Years, 
without  ai^  interruption  j  that  he  Ihould  have 
nothing  but  occafion  of  Joy  in  every  Stage 
and  Period  of  Life :  Yet  if  any  one  Ihould  be 
favoured  after  this  unufual  manner,  let  him  re- 
member his  Sun  mult  fct,  his  long  Day  of  Prof- 
perity  will  come  to  an  end,  and  a  long  Night  of 
Darknefs  fucceed  it.  Let  him  remember  the  Days 
of  Darknefs  J  for  they  Jhall  be  many. 

Rejoice^  O  young  Man^  &c.  From  the  words 
thus  explained,  1  have  a  fair  Occafion  to  dif- 
courfe  on  thefe  two  Heads : 

Hr/?,  Concerning  the  Unreafonablenefs  and 
Abfurdity  of  the  extravagant  Mirth  of 
young  Sinners,  'who  walk  in  the  way  of  their 
He  arts  J  and  in  the  fight  of  their  Eyes. 

Secondly^  The  excellent  Advice  that  is  given 
to  young  People,  to  check  and  reftrain 
'em  in  their  Mirth  and  Riot;  i.  e.  by 
recommending  to  'em  the  Confideration 
of  a  Judgment  to  come.  Know  thou 
thatj  &c. 

Firfi^  We  are  to  difcourfe  concerning  the 
Unreafonablenefs  and:  j  Abfurdity  of  the  ex- 
travagant Mirth  of  .young  Sinners,  who  walk 
in  the  way  of  their  Hearts,  and  in  the  fight 
of  their  Eyes.  i 

Young  People  are  naturally  addiiQfced  to  Mirth 
and  Jollity ;  and  partly  by  the  ftrength  of  In- 

f    '      clination, 
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cliaation,  and  the  allaremeots  of  Company,' 
back'd  with  the  follicitations  of  the  Devil, 
they  arc  very  apt  to  be  exceffively  tranfportcd 
with  the  love  of  Pleafarc,  and  to  place  their 
Happioefi  in  the  Gofts  and  Relifhes  of  the  Ani- 
mal Nature. 

Now  that  Mirth,  which  is  occaiionM  by  fiich 
Methods  as  are  recited  in  our  Text,  viz.  by 
walking  in  the  way  of  one^s  Hearty  and  in  the 
fight  of  onc^s  Eyes^  is  unreafonable  and  abfurd : 
and  however  People  at  prefent  may  pleafe 
themfelves  with  the  tranfient  Glories  or  this 
World,  and  forbidden  Pleafures  of  Sin,  and 
imagine  they  are  very  happy;  the  near  ap- 
proaches of  Death,  and  the  conlideration  of  a 
Judgment  after  it,  would  help  Men  to  form 
truer  Notions  both  of  Perfons  and  Things,  and 
Ihow  them  the  Unreafonablenefs  and  Extrava- 
gancy of  their  fenfual  Joy  and  Triumph. 

Suffer  me  therefore  a  little  to  expofe  the 
Folly  of  fuch  who  govern  themfelves  by  the 
vicious  Inclinations  of  their  Minds,  and  the 
deceitful  Appearances  of  things;  who  are  fo 
vain  as  to  place  their  Happinefs  in  the  Gra- 
tification of  their  Senfes,  and  in  the  Enjoy- 
ment of  what  this  World  can  afford  ;  wbea 
the  Pleafures  they  fo  much  admire  do  bat  dc- 
bafe  the  Soul,  and  delude  the  poor  Sinner  with 
falfe  Appearances  of  Happinefs. 

That  is  not  a  real  Happinefs,  which  im- 
penitent Sinners  enjoy,  becaufe  it  will  not 
endure  Examination.  If  we  enquire  what  is 
the  true  Caufe  of  a  Sinner's  Mirth,  we  (hall 
find  it  has  no  iblid  Foundation,  and  that 
fuch  a  one  pleafes  himfelf  only  with  Dreams 
of  Happinefs.  For  the  Man  that  enjoys 
true  Happinefs,  enjoys  that  which  will  bear 
4  the 
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the  ftrifkefl:  trial  The  more  good  Men  think 
of  God,  and  the  Perfeaions  of  his  Nature, 
the  more  they  are  convinc'd  that  he  is  every 
way  fit  to  fupport  the  weight  aqd  ftrefs  of 
their  Souls  \  and  that  to  know,  love,  and  enjoy 
him,  is  the  Happinefs  of  reafonable  Creatures. 
But  the  farther  wicked  Men  fearch  into  the 
gi-ounds  of  their  Happinefs,  the  more  they 
difcover  the  Badnefs  of  the  Foundation  upon 
which  it  was  built.  So  that  indeed  you  ordina- 
rily find  that  viciquaJVIen  are  unwilling  to  turn 
their  Eyes  inward,  and  impartially  to  examine 
their  State :  for  fuch  People  dread  to  be  alone, 
and  therefore  chufe  either  to  live  in  a  hurry 
of  Bufinefs,  or  amidft  a  multitude  of  Diver- 
fions,  that  they  may  not  be  put  upon  exa- 
mining the  Grounds  upon  which  their  imagi- 
nary Happinefs  is  built.  Now  for  People  to 
rejoice  in  fejifual  Gratifications,  and  to  place 
their  Happinefs  in  'em,  when  they  will  not 
bear  che  Scrutiny  of  Reafon,  is  the  molt  ab- 
furd  thing  in  the  World. 

Again,  The  capacious  Defires  of  an  immor- 
tal Spirit  can  never  be  fully  fatisfy'd  with 
terrene  Enjoyments.  A  Man  cannot  fatisfy 
his  Senfes  with  thofe  material  Objeas  that 
ftrike  'em  moft  agreeably,  much  lefs  the  large 
Defires  of  his  Mind.  'Tis  as  eafy  to  paint  a 
Sound  to  pleafe  the  Ear,  or  to  appeafe  vehe- 
ment Thirft  with  the  Image  of  a  Fountain, 
as  to  render  our  Souls  happy  by  the  fenfual 
Delights  of  this  World.  The  Eye  is  not  fa- 
ticfy'd  with  feeing,  nor  the  Ear  with  hearing* 
Now  if  all  the  Glitter  and  Pomp  of  this  lower 
World  cannot  fatisfy  our  Eyes,  nor  the  molt 
charming  Mufick  and  agreeable  Sounds  our 
Ears,  how  is  it  likely  that  any  of  thefe  things 
I'M  F  f  IfeloAe 
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alone  Ihotild  render  a  Soul  happy,  that  is  ca- 
pable of  higher  Enjoyments,  and  was  made 
for  Rational^and  Divine  Pleafures  ? 

Men  will  be  always  ^uduating,  till  they  have 
found  an  Objed  which  is  adequate  to  the  De- 
fires  of  their  Minds  j   for  tho  our  Minds  arc 
finite,  yet  we  have  powerful  Afieftions,   and 
ftrong  and  vehement  Defires}  which  nothing 
can  fatisfy,  but  that  God  who  poflefles  all  ima- 
ginable Perfeftions :  and  therefore  the  Pfiilmift, 
when  be  had  made  the  ftridelt  inquiry  af- 
ter Ha  ppinefs,    concludes  that  God  was  the 
Suprertie  Good,   and  confequently  the   only 
Happihefs,  and  the  proper  Reft  and  Center  of 
ins  Soul :   Whomy  fays  he,  have  I  in  He^tuen  but 
^eef  and  there  is  none  itpoti  Earth  that  I  defire 
befides  Thee  !  ... 

One  reafon  why  no  fenfual  Pkafores  can 
render  us  happy,  is,  becaufewe  are  always  de- 
firing  more  than  we  enjoy  ^  tho  after  we  have 
attained  what  we  moft  importunately  defir'd, 
we  find  the  Obfervation  of  the  Wife-Man  true, 
Hjat  all  that  comet h  is  f^anity^  as  well  aS  all  that 
is  paft.    Which  alfo  confirms  the  Truth  of  the 
following  Remark,   which  1  have  fomewherc 
met  ,witb,>#i.  That  all  fenfual  Pleafures  are 
founded  upon  Ignorance,  and  that  a  wife  Maa 
tan  find  no  Paradife  here,  tho  the  Fool  ima- 
gines he  can.  ' 

Again,  The  Enjoyments' of  this- prefent 
World  that  excite  the  extravagant  Mirth  of 
Smqers,^  are  uncertain  •,  they  have  -  no'>  Security 
that  they  iiiall  enjoy  them  a  moment  to  come. 
It  has  beeh  frequently  obfcr^'d,  evdn  by  the 
Pagan  Philofophers,  -that  thofe  Objedl'tbat 
are  enjoyM  but  a  little  time,  and  are  fub- 
jcft  to^  Gorruptian,  cannot  merit  the  i)^fire»> 
i  -  nor 
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nor  are  they  worthy  the  Efteem  of  Immortal 
Spirits. 

Now  all  earthly  Enjoyments  perilh  in  the 
uGng  i  they  infenfibly  and  fuddenly  Hide  from 
us:  and  if  it  were  not  fo,  we  cannot  continue 
here  long  to  pofTefs  'em.     For  what  is  our  Life  ! 
^tis  even  a  Favour   which   appeareth  for  a  Little 
timcy  and  then  vanijheth  away.    And  the  Apoftle 
tells  us,  that  the  Pleafures  of  Sin  are  bat  for 
a  feafon.     And  the  Wife-Man  calls  the  Things 
of  this  World,  Things  that  are  not :  Why  wilt 
thou  fet  thine  Eyes  upon  that  which  is  not  ?    For 
Riches  certainly  make  to  themfelves  Wings^   they 
flee  away  as  an  Eagle  towards  Heaven.     Thofe 
that  have  had  the  highelt  Polls  of  Honour, 
have   fuddenly  Hid  into   Difgrace  ^    for  fuch 
Hand  in  llippery  Places.     What  Difeafes  has 
the  Intemperance  of  fome  brought  upon  'em? 
So  that  the  little  time  they  have  enjoy'd  their 
fenfual  Pleafures,  has  convinc'd  'em,  that  their 
Happinefs  was  but  imaginary  and  very  incom- 
pleat.     Who  hath  Woef  Who  hath  Sorrow  f  Wh&  Prov.  23. 
hath  Contentions  f    Who  hath  Babbling  ?  Who  hath  ^^'  ^""^ 
Wounds  without  Caufe  f  Who  hath  Rednefs  of  Eyes  ? 
they  that  tarry  long  at  the  Wine^  they  that  go  to 
feek  rnixt  Wine. 

'Tis  an  excellent  Obfervation  of  a  modern 
Divine,  who,  fpeaking  of  Intemperance,  fays, 
*'  It  is  very  vifible,  that  all  fenfual  Excefs  is 
*'  naturally  attended  with  a  double  Inconve- 
*^  nience:  as  it  goes  beyond  the  Limits  of 
*'  Nature,  it  begets  bodily  Pains  and  Difeafes  \ 
*'  as  it  tranfgrefles  the  Rules  of  Reafon  and  Re- 
'^  ligion,  it  breeds  Difquiet  and  Remorfe  in  the 
*^  Mind :  and  thefe  are  beyond  comparifon,  the 
'^  two  greateft  Evils  in  this  World  \  a  difeafed. 
^\  Body,  and  a  difcontented  Mind.'' ' 
:ua  Pf  2  '  How 
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How  foolifh  then  is  it  for  Men  to  pla6e  theif 
Happincfs  in  the  Pleafurcs  of  Sin,  that  are  con- 
ftantly  mix'd  with  fome  pr^Ient  Trotibte,  and 
without  Repentance  wiH  be  certainly  foHow'd 
with  exqulfite  and  ete^nfll  Mifery ? 

That  can't  be  a  comfleat  Happineft,  Which 
depends  upon  ten  thbulatid  Uncertainties  \ 
yet  this  is  the  Condition  of  all  Sinners,  who 
place  their  Happincfs  in  the  things  of  this 
Life.  Let  a  wicked  Man  hare  ever  fdch  vaft 
Pofleflions,  he-  has  no  Security  that  he  Diall  en- 
joy 'em  one  Minute  -,  and  When  bisRithes,  and 
Honours,  and  Plcafures  ate  gone  frofii  bim, 
aU  his  Happifiefs  is  departed,  and  he  is  a  mi- 
ferable  forlorn  undone  Man.  Therefore  for 
Young  or  Old  to  fpend  their  tihie  in  extra- 
vagant Mirth,  walking  in  the  tvay  of  their  Henrts^ 
and  tht  Ji^ht  of  their  tjts^  is  the  itlofl:  unrea- 
ibnable  thing  in  the  World  \  becaofe  thofe  Plea* 
fures  they  jiutfue  (thothey  Were  mircfe  greater 
than  f hey  are)  they  have  rio  fecurity  tA  en- 
joying long.  Now  evefy  t)oiOr  Shiner  has  a 
Soul  that  fliall  ont^lart  this  WmW,  arid  all 
tbe  Enjoyments  of  it ;  it  that  if  he  could 
pleafe  his  Senfes,  and  gratify  ^is  Lnfts,  aid 
have  all  that  his  Heart  defir'd  as  loirg  as  be 
Mv'd,  yet  at  Death  he  wbuld  be  undone  j  for 
then  he  add  his  Uappinefe  ilntrft  part,  and  part 
for  ever  too :  whereas  thofe  that  are  truly 
Religious,  and  have  chofen  the  better  part, 
havechoftn  fiich  a  part  as  fliall  never  te  taken 
from  them. 

Again,  The  Abfiirdity  of  theft  Senfiialifts 
WiH  further  appear^  if  we  confider,  that  their 
extravagant  Mirth  has  a  tendency  to  make  *ert 
ifllenfible  and  ftupid.  When  Men  abufe  the 
Bleflipgs  of  Heaven  to  Vapity  and  Pride,  Wk- 
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nefs  and  Luxury,  they  lay  afide  that  Reverence 
they  owe  to  the  Divine  Majefty  ;  for  God  is  not 
in  all  their  Thoughts :  and  inftead  of  trembling 
at  God's  Judgments,  they  harden  their  Hearts 
from  his  Fear.     With  what  Infolence  did  Ne- 
buchadnesLz^ar  fpeak,  when  under  the  Tranfports 
of  an   excefTive  Joy,   upon   his  obfcrving  his 
magnificent  Buildings !    //  not  thi^  great  Baby- 
lon that  I  have  built  for  the  Houje  of  the  King- 
dom^  by  the  Might  of  my  Power^  and  for  the  Ho* 
nour  of  my  Majefly?     Again,  David  is  alfo  a 
remarkable,  but  fad  Inftance,  how  fenfual  Plea- 
fures  ftupify  the  Mind  ;  for  tho  he  mult  needs 
have  finn'd  againft  the  Light  of  his  Confcience 
in  the  matter  of  Vriahy  yet  he  feems  for  feve- 
ral  Months,  to  be  infenfible  of  his  Folly  :   nay, 
tho  he  condemn'd  the  Adion  in  a  fecond  Per- 
fon,  which  he  himfelf  had  been  guilty  of,  yet 
his  Mind  was  fo  ftupid  that  he  was  not  touch'd 
with  a  true  fenfe  of  his  Sin,   till  Nathan  had 
the  Courage  to  charge  his  Guilt  home,  and  to 
tell  him  in  exprefs  words.  Thou  art  the  Man^ 
Carnal  Pleafures  enervate  the  Vigour  of  our 
Spirits,  cloud  the  Mind,  and  corrupt  the  Af- 
feftions,   and  make  Men  daring  and  bold  in 
Sin.     When  People  run  on  Imoothly  in  Vice, 
and  meet  with  very  little  interruption,  they 
are  foon  loft    to   all  fenfe  of  Religion  i    for 
as  the  Pfalmift  has  obferv'd  of  fuch,   Becaufe 
they  have  no    changes j    therefore   they  fear    notVfulf^.i^ 
Cod. 

Again,  The  Folly  of  thefe  Senfualifts  will 
further  appear,  if  we  confider  them  in  a  State 
of  Nature,  under  the  Curfe  of  the  Law,  under 
the  Wrath  of  God,  and  condemn'd  already ; 
how  ill-futed  is  an  extravagant  Mirth  to  the 
Circumitanccs  of  fuch  Perfons  ? 

Ff  3        '         Should 
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Should  we  not  think  it  a  very  unrealbna- 
ble,  a  very  unbecoming  thing,  to  fee  a  poor 
condemn'd  Malefaftor  giving  himfelf  up  to  all 
kinds  of  Diverfion,  when  he  is  hourly  expeft- 
ing  the  Officers  of  Juftice  to  lead  him  to  the 
place  of  Execution?  But  how  much  more 
unleemly  and  unreafonable  is  it,  for  a  poor 
Sinner  to  continue  his  extravagant  Mirth  and 
mad  Frolicks,  when  he  knows  not  but  the 
next  Moment  he  (hall  have  his  Portion  in  that 
Lake  that  burns  with  Fire  and  Brimftone  ? 

Again,  He  that  places  his  Happinefs  in  len- 
fual  Enjoyments,  adts  the  molt  unreafonable 
part,  as  will  appear,  by  comparing  the  fordid 
Pleafures  of  Sin  with  the  noble  and  rational 
Pleafures  of  Religion :  I  mean,  not  only  the 
Pleafures  of  Communion  with  God  in  this 
World,  but  alfo  the  more  refin'd  Delights  of 
the  other.  The  ways  of  Wifdomy  now,  are  ways 
of  Pleafantnefs^  and  all  her  Paths  are  Peace ;  and 
good  Men  have  that  Joy  which  no  Stranger, 
can  intermeddle  with :  but  Eye  hath  not  fcen, 
nor  Ear  heard,  neither  has  it  ever  enter'd  into 
the  Heart  of  Man  to  conceive  what  God  has 
laid  up,  what  he  has  referv'd  and  prepared  in 
the  other  World  for  them  that  love  him.  But 
alas !  all  fenfual  Enjoyments  are  empty  and  un- 
fatisfyingi  mix'd  and  fleeting ;  they  effeminate 
and  debafe  our  Minds,  occafion  Anxiety  and 
Trouble  here :  but  that  which  is  infinitely 
worfe,  they  expofe  Perfons  hereafter  to  Mifc- 
ries  that  ftiall  be  endlefs  and  eternal. 

The  Pain  of  a  reftlefs  Defire  does  frequently 
over-ballance  the  Pleafures  of  Enjoyment-  The 
firftTafte  indeed  a  Man  lias  of  forbidden  De- 
lights, is  ufually  grateful,  tho  it  never  anfwers 
the  height  of  Expeftation :   But  after  the  fame 
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Pleafures  have  been  frequently  repeated,  they 
grow  flat  'j  and  a  few  years  trial  of  the  Va- 
nity of  the  World,  makes  a  Man  loath  what 
he  once  fondly  admir'd.  All  Excefs  in  fenfual 
Pleafures  is  an  Enemy  to  Nature :  for  if  our 
Pleafures  are  too  intenfe,  they  certainly  in- 
commode us,  becaufe  we  don't  fo  properly  en- 
joy as  fuffer  them.  So  that,  in  fhort,  all  the 
fenfual  Enjoyments  of  this  Life,  which  Men 
falfly  call  Pleafure  and  Happinefs,  are  rather 
an  eager  and  importunate  Defire  of  Happinefs, 
than  Happinefs  it  felf:  for  no  fooner  have  we 
obtained  our  Wiflies,  but  our  Pleafures  die  i  and 
then  are  we  as  reftlefs  in  the  purfuit  of  Happi- 
nefs as  we  were  before,  in  vain  attempting  to 
perpetuate  our  Pleafures  in  an  endlefs  Circle  of 
Variety  *,  tho  this  Scene  of  Vanity,  with  which  . 
the  W^orld  prefents  us,  has  cheated  and  de- 
ceiv'd  us  times  without  number. 

Whereas  the  Pleafures  of  the  future  State 
are  of  a  rational  and  fublime  nature,  fuch  as 
an  eternal  Enjoyment  will  notlelTen,  but  im- 
prove i  they  will  never  tire,  tho  they  may  help . 
to  enlarge  the  Faculties  of  our  Minds :  for  'tis' 
no  lefs   than  an    infinite  Good,    which    the'. 
Righteous  (hall  enjoy   in  the  Life  to   come-' 
Now  the  longer  we  enjoy  fo  great  a  Good,  the ; 
more  we  (hall  value  it ;  and  in  proportion  to 
our  Knowledg  Will  be  our  Love,  Joy,  and  Sa- 
tisfaftion,  w^hich -ftiall  continue  thro  the  Ages 
of  Eternity.    The  Happinefs  of  Heaven  may, 
in  fome  fenfe,  be  faid  every  minute  to  com- 
prehend in  it  the  Pleafures  of  an  Eternity  v  be- 
caufe we  fhall  always  have  an  Eternity  of  Plea- . 
fures  before  us.      Now  what  comparifon   is 
there  betwixt'  the  tranfient  Pleafures  of  Sin, 
and  the   eternal  Delights  of  Heaven  ?    The 
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former  arc  flcetipg,  but  tJicUt^er  never  end  i 
they  arc  always  improvipg,  alv«(ays  fre/h,  wh 
as  fiiall  never  be  interrupted,  nor  fall  w^dcr 
any  a^^ment  or  decay.  Happinefs  ^ot  qpljf 
comprehends  a  freedom  from  t^tileafes  and 
Dcawi,  but  alfo  from  aU  Aiv^^ety  and  Troablf 
of  MTfid.  And  this  is  to  be  obtain*4  by  Re- 
ligton,  which  frees  a  Man  from  the  greate^ 
Bvils,  and  raifes  him  to  the  Enjoyment  of  the 
higheft  and  chicfcft  Good.  The  Favour  of  God 
is  infinitely  to  he  prefcr'd  to  the  Fricndfhip  o| 
the  Wprld.  Who  would  not  then  much  rather 
cbufe  the  former,  tho  it  ihould  be  attended  with 
prefent  SufFerings*  than  the  latter,  tho  it  might 
be  enjoy'd  with  fome  tranfient  Pleafures,  bvit 
infallibly  fucceeded  with  eternal  Torments? 

But  finally.  The  Reproaches  that  all  SenfM- 
lifts  meet  with  from  Confcience  now,  and  the 
dreadful  Expe&ation  of  a  Judgment  hereafter, 
give  them  very  great  tmeafinefs  within,  tho^ 
they  endeavour,  before  others,  to  ^ppe^  with 
a  great  deal  of  Gayity  and  Mirth.    A  prolpe^ 
rous  Sinner  may  make  a  (hiftfor  a  little  while 
to  Sialic  off  bis  Fearsf,  and  purfiie  bis  carnal 
Delights  -,  but  if  any  grievous  Calamity  be  in 
view,  his  Fears  return  with  greater  force: 
apd  tho  be  hurries  from  place  to  place,  ^4 
ufes  all  the  little  Arts  of  DiverCon,  h^  wiQ 
be  reftlefs,  and  feel  Pain  and  Uneafinefs  with- 
in*    The  Wicked  are  like  the  ytr^ovhled  Sea  when  it 
cannot  reftj  whofe  Waters  cafi  up  Mire  and  Dirt. 
There  is  no  Peace^  faith  tny  Gody  to  the  WickeJL 
Indeed  fuch  may  dilTemble  their  Condition,  and 
make  an  appearance  of  Satisfadion ;  but  God^ 
that  is  acquainted  with  the  Secrets  of  all  Hearts, 
knows  what  Horror  rages  in  their  Brealt. 
Ask  a  young  Debauchee  (if  his  Confcience 
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is  not  fear'd)  what  Relifli  remains  upon  his 
Mind  of  the  Pleafures  o^  thelaft:  Night,  now 
the  agreeable  Tafte  of  the  Wine  is  gone  ?    Let 
his  ftck  Stomach,  and  his  aching  Head,  and  his 
guilty  Confcience  relate  the  Pleafures  of  the 
laft  drunken  Frolick.    The  poor  Wretch,  it 
may  be,  will  fmile  in  the  Morning,  when  he 
fees  his  Companions  in  Sin  •,  becaufe  he  would 
not  feem  to  be  fo  far  tainted  with  what  they 
call  Superftition,  and  fo  troubled  with  Reli- 
gion, as  to  truckle  to  Confcience.    But  what 
does  the  unhappy  Man  feel  within  !  efpecially 
when  he  comes  to  lie  upon  a  fick  Bed,  and  has  a 
near  view  of  Death  and  Hell,  and  apprehends  he 
is  jull  ready  to  be  feiz'd  by  the  one,  and  fink  in- 
to the  other.    Indeed  fome  People  ftupify  Con- 
fcience very  early ;  yet  thofe  very  Perfons,  when 
they  come  within  the  view  of  Eternity,   are 
often  awaken'd ;   and  then  they  are  ready  to 
cry  out  after  this  dreadful  manner :  *'  Lord^ 
"  what  fhall  I  do,  whither  Ihall  1  go,  to  whom 
"  fhall  I  fly  !   What  mult  I,  what  may  I,  what 
*'  can  I  do !    I  am  fo  fick,  that  I  defpair  of 
*'  Life  •,  I  am  fo  guilty,  that  I  am  terribly  a- 
*'  fraid  of  Death :   I  have  been  fo  wicked,  that 
*'  I  cannot  pray  •,  and  if  I  could,  I  am  afraid 
"  that  God  will  never  have  Mercy  on  me :  for 
'^  I    have  defy'd   his  Power,    disbeliev'd  his 
"  Truth,    burlefqu'd  his  Patience,  and  con- 
^^  ftantly  abus'd  his  Goodnefs.    Good  God  1 
"  what  have  I  done!   Lord,  what  have  I  not 
*'  done,  that  is  vile  and  ingrateful  to  Heaven  I 
*'  Now  I  muft  feel  what  I  would  not  believe, 
*^  and  my  fhort  merry  Life  muft  have  a  forrow- 
*'  ful  Conclufion.     I  am  now   leaving   this 
**  World  V  and  all  1  can  exped,  is  to  be  con- 
«  demn'd  forever  in  the  next,  for  ever  to  be 
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«  condcmnM,  for  ever !  And  yet  that  is  not 
*«  allj  for  if  there  be  any  fharpcr  Torments, 
**  any  fiercer  Damnation  aflignM  to  fome  than 
<^  others,  that  fliall  be  my  Portion :  fince  I 
**  linn'd  againft  the  cleareft  Light,  the  ftrongelt 
**  Conviftions  of  Confcience,  and  the  higheft 
*'  Expreffions  of  the  Divine  Love.'* 

TeU  me  then,  thou  young  and  carelefs  Sin- 
ner, whether  thy  finful  Mirth  is  not  Madnefs, 
when  it  is  likely  to  iffiie  in  weeping,  and 
wailing,  and  gnafhing  of  Teeth.  IVo  um&  you 
that  laugh  noWj  ye  JhaB  mourn  and  weep.  For 
inorv  thouj  that  for  alt  thefe  things  God  mU  bring 
thee  into  Judgment. 

Secondly^  Here  is  the  excellent  Advice  which 
is  given  by  the  Wife-Man,  to  reftrain  young 
People  in  their  vain  Purfuits :  He  recommedds 
to  them  the  ferious  Confideration  of  a  Judg- 
ment to  come.  Know  thou^  that  for  all  thefe 
things  God  wiU  bring  thee  into  judgment. 

The  Royal  Preacher  knew  very  well,  that 
young  People  were  apt  to  be  daring  and  bold, 
and,  againft  the  Remonftrance  of  Reafon  and 
Confcicnce,  to  rufti  into  Siri  ;  that  they  feldom 
enter  into  their  own  Breafts,  to  acquaint  them- 
felvcs  with  the  Plague  of  their  own  Hearts  j 
and  that  for  want  of  Confideration  and  Re- 
fleftion,  Experience  and  a  folid  Judgment, 
they  would  be  backward  to  entertain  any  grave 
Advice,  and  be  impatient  of  all  Reftraints. 
For  the  extravagant  Mirth,  in  which  they 
who  are  in  the  Bloom  of  Youth  do  often  in- 
dulge themfelves,  does  ufually  put  Reafon  be- 
fidcs  its  guard  i  and  then  no  wonder  if  they 
are  drawn  into  Sin  by  every  tempting  Obje<a. 
Now,  \  fay,  the  Wife-Man  being  very  fenfible 
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of  the  danger  young  People  were  in,  thought 
nothing  more  proper  for  their  Confideration, 
than  the  Doftrine  of  a  future  Judgment.  Know 
thou^  that  for  all  thefe  things  God  will  bring  thee 
into  Judgment.  This  is  an  Article  of  Faith  of 
the  laft  Importance,  and  has  fomething  in  it 
very  folemn  and  aweful,  and  commfnds  our 
ferious  and  reverent  Attention :  And  certainly 
if  .ever  we  are  ferious,  it's  reafonable  we  (hould 
be  fo,  when  we  are  hearing  a  Difcourfe  upon 
the  laft  and  general  Judgment,  that  Ihall  deter- 
mine the  everlafting  State  of  all  Mankind.  Now 
concerning  the  future  Judgment,  there  are  fe- 
veral  things  that  will  afford  us  many  profitable 
Refledions :    As, 

1.  The  Certainty  of  it. 

2.  The  Extent  of  it. 

3.  The  Impartiality  with  which  it  (hall  be 
adminifterM. 

4. The  immediate  Confequences  thereof,  both 
with  regard  to  the  Righteous  and  the  Wicked^ 
Which  four  things,  if  duly  weighed,  will  give 
an  effeftual  check  to  the  Jollity  and  extravagant 
Mirth  of  young  People. 

I .  Let  us  ferioufly  confider  the  Certainty  of 
a  future  Judgment,  what  Reafons  there  are,  ^o. 
induce  us  to  believe  there  will  be  a  Day  wheriq-^ 
in  God  will  judg  the  World  •,  for  unlefs  MeOi 
are  fully  perfuaded  of  this,  'tis  not  likely  to 
make  any  great  Impreflion  on  their  Gonfciences, 
or  to  have  any  confiderable  influence  on  the 
Reformation  of  their  Lives.  ^  Indeed  if  Men 
could  look  into  Heaven  or  Hell,  while  they  arc 
in  this  World,  and.obferve  the  great  difference 
there  in  the  Condition  and  Circuqpftaqces  Qt 
good  and  bad  Spirits  departed  \  if  in  this  pre- 
ftnt  Stape  Men.could  difcqrn  wli4t  a  v^ft  G^lph 
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is  fix'd  between  the  Sools  that  are  in  Prifon. 
and  the  Spirits  that  are  in  Paradife,  MenwoQld 
Bot  need  to  have  the  Certainty  of  a  fotare 
Judgment  provM  to  'em  by  a  chain  ctf  Arga- 
Hients  *,  for  then  the  matter  woakl  be  evident 
to  Senfe.  But  alas !  the  future  State  is  invifi- 
Ue  to  us  at  prefent ,  and  it  mult  be  Reafon  or 
Revelation,  or  both^  that  can  convince  Men 
they  fhaH  hereafter  give  an  accoant  of  them- 
ftlves  to  God. 

I  fhall  therefore  touch  on  a  few  Argaoients, 
from  which  we  may  infer  the  Certainty  of  a 
future  Judgment :  And  in  all  thefe  Arg;uments 
I  muft  take  it  for  granted^  that  yon  believe  the 
Being  of  a  God,  who  poflfedes  all  imaginable 
Ferfcdions; 

Now  we  may  reafonably  conclude,  that  there 
will  be  a  future  Judgment,  if  we  confider  Qur 
relation  to  God,  as  Creatures  to  a  Creator* 
God  being  our  Creator,  has  an  abfolute  Right 
f  o  govern  us :  And  if  we  are  under  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Supreme  Majefty,  as  we  are 
certain  he  will  govern  us  agreeably  to  the  Per- 
feftions  of  his  own  Nature  j  fo  we  are  fure 
that  the  Laws  he'll  govern  us  by,  *Ihall  be  futed 
to  the  Faculties  and  Powers  of  our  Natures. 
Since  then  God  has  endow'd  us  with  Reafon 
to  ))idg  of  Right  and  Wrong,  and  has  given  us 
liberty  of  Choice,  and  fubjed:ed  us  to  a  Law 
a4  the  Rule  of  our  Duty,  I  think 'tis  evident, 
that  we  are  accountable  for  our  Adions :  and 
if  accountable,  it  may  reafonably  be  expeded, 
that  he  that  made  and  governs  us,  will  call  us 
to  an  Account.  I  allow,  if  Men  were  under 
no  Law,  they  could  be  guilty  of  no  Tranf- 
greflions,  and  coi\fequently  would  be  exempted 
fxovi  giTing  any  account  of  their  Anions  to 
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tlic  Supreme  Being.  Bat  fince  'tis  granted^ 
that  Almighty  God  does  govern  the  World 
after  the  Delt  manner^  fdtable  to  the  Hopes 

and  Fears  of  rational  Creatures,  which  cannot 
be  without  the  AfTurance  of  Rewards  and 
Punifhments,  agreeable  to  Mens  Aftions  5  'tis 
highly  reafonable  to  conclude,  that  Men,  who 
have  Rational  Powers,  and  are  under  a  Law, 
who  have  the  liberty  of  Choice,  and  are  de- 
pendent on  Him  that  made  them,  will  molt 
certainly  be  judg'd  by  him.  If  it  be  thought 
reafonable  amongft  Men,  that  all  Inferiors 
fhould  be  accountable  to  thofe  that  are  their 
Superiors,  on  whom  they  depend^  there  is 
a  much  ftrongcr  Reafon  for  us  to  believe,  that 
all  Mankind  Ihall  give  an  account  to  the  God 
that  made  them,  and  does  govera  them. 

Again,  if  there  is  a  natural  and  abfolute  dif- 
ference  betwixt  Good  and  Evil,  antecedent  to 
all  pofitive  Laws,  whether  Human  or  Divine; 
then  'tis  reafonable  to  conclude,  th3t  the 
righteous  Sovereign  of  the  World  will  reward 
Vertue  and  punifh  Vice :  unlefs  we  can  fuppofe, 
that  the  Supreme  Majefty  will  have  lefs  regard 
to  his  own  Laws,  than  Men  have  to  theirs^ 
Indeed  Mr.  Hobbs^  and  fome  of  his  Admirers, 
have  afErm'd,  that  Vertue  and  Vice  are  arbi- 
trary things  v  but  certainly  if  Holinefs,  Juftice, 
and  Goodnefs,  are  eflential  and  neceflary  Per- 
fedions  of  the  Divine  Nature,  then  there  muft 
be  a  natural  and  eternal  difference  betweea 
Good  and  Evil.  Some  things  in  their  own  i^Y^ 
nature  are  intrinfecally  good,  others  in  their 
own  nature  are  abfolutely  evil^  there  is  a  real 
and  eflential  difference  betwixt  adoring  and 
blafpheming  the  God  that  made  us,  betwixt 
doing  Juftice  to  our  >Ieighbour,  and  by  Perfi- 
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dioafncfs  or  Perjury  depriving  him  of  his 
Right :  Thcfc  things  are  fo  clear,  that  they 
carry  their  own  Evidence  with  them.  And 
if  any  Perfons,  thro  a  paffionate  recard  to 
their  Lufts,  or  the  ill  reafoning  of  Atheiftical 
Men,  (hoold  be  fo  unhappy  as  to  imagine  that 
all  Adions,  in  their  own  nature,  are  indiflerent  j 
that  Vertue  and  Vice  are  arbitrary,  and  de- 
pend on  the  Plcafurc  and  Caprice  of  Princes^ 
and  the  eftabliOi'd  Cuftom  and  Ufage  of  Na- 
tions ;  I  would  intreat  Inch  at  prefent  only  to 
put  thefe  two  things  to  themfelves:  one  is. 
Whether  they  arc  not  better  pleas'd  with 
themfelves,  ;when  they  do  Ads  of  Juftice  and 
Charity,  than  when  they  ace  guilty  of  Rapine 
and  Violence  ? 

Again,  I  would  ask  the  Man  that  is  for  con- 
founding the  natural,  neceflary,  and  eternal 
Diftindions  of  Good  and  Evil,  whether  he 
would  be  willing  that  all  who  live  in  the  fame 
Kingdom  with  him  fliould believe  this?  Whe- 
ther he  toonld  perfiiadchis  Wife,  and  Children, 
and  Servants,  to  jentertain  fuch  Principles  as 
thefe,  v/x..  That  Adultery,  Rapine  and  Mur- 
der, are: as  eligible  as  Chaftity^  Honefty,  and 
Charity  ?  Now  if  a  Min  would  not  have  all 
People  believe  this,  it  gives  onea  very  ihreud 
Sufpicion,  that  hcdoes  not  believe  it  himfelf: 
and  had  not  fome  Men  publilh'd  thefe  dangerous 
Principles,  Ode  would  have  thought  it  impof- 
fible  for  reafonable  Creatures  to  entei^tain  an 
Opinion  io  contrary;  to  the  Ends  pf  Govern- 
ment, jfo  deftru^fkive  to  human  Society,  :fti|d  fo 
difhonourablc  both;tO;tbeji^tttral  and  moral 
PcrfeaiQnS  ^f  the  Deity.  •         .  > 

To,  cl(>ft  this  iHeatl: !  If -the  Diftimaion  be- 

twixt'Vertue  ^nd  Vice  is  jaftly  founded,  thea 
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that  God,  who  neceflarily  loves  Holinefs  and 
hates  Sin,  will  call  Men  to  an  account  for  their 
Adions,  fo  as  to  reward  the  Good,  and  punilh 
the  Bad. 

Again,  the  Fears  that  poflefs  the  Minds  of 
Men,  after  the  commilCon  of  any  grofs  Sins 
againlt  the  Law  and  Light  of  Katore,  tho 
ever  fo  fecret,  argae  the  certainty  of  a  Judg- 
ment to  come.  Every  Man  has  a  Faculty 
or  Power  in  his  Mind  that  we  call  Gonfcience, 
which  is  the  Judg  of  our  moral  Adions,  and 
does  acquit  or  condemn  us  according  as  our 
Anions  ai^e  either  good  or  bad,  and  To  afford 
OS  either  fecret  Pleafqre  or  inward  Reoiorfe.  I 
dare  appeal  to  the  moft  profligate  and  yicious 
Perfons,  whether  there  are  not  fomelbrt  of 
Actions  which  have  thatTurpitodeand  Bafenefs 
in  them,  tho  they  fall  not  under  the;  cognizance 
of  any  human  Tribunal,  as  to  caufe  a  ;iecret 
Confuiion,  and  an  amazing  Horror  in  their 
Minds.  Now  whence  (hould  thefe  Ff^rs  fpring, 
if  there  is  no  real  difference  betwixt  Good  and 
Evil,  nor  no  Judgment  to  come  ?  To  this  the 
Profane  and  Atheiftical  return,  / That  thefc 
Fears  are  occa/ioji'd  by  a  fuperftitious  Educa-^ 
tion.  But  that  this  is. not  a  ration$l  Account 
of  this  matter,  will  appear,  if  we  confideit 
how  extenfive  thefe  Fears  are ;  they  affefl:  aU 
Mankind,  no  Man  can  intirely  ftiake  them  off"^ 
Such  as  are  rais'dto;  thehigheftlHgnity,  and 
have  made  a  congderable  Progrefs  in  Ingde- 
lity  and  Atheifm,  cannot  wholly  chafe  away 
their  guilty  Fear^.  For  thofe  very  Perfons, 
whohave  pretended,  by  their  Wit  and  Reafon, 
to  difelkife  unthinking  Men  5  by  reprefenting 
i^j;  the JboSrine  of  a  future  Judgment  at  belt 
is  but  a  State-Engine,  to  keep  People  in  awe; 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


^ 


44^  ^  Strtmnmi^  Death 

I  (kji  tibeft  very  Mcd^  When  they  hiirt  Anim 
neat  the  brink  of  Eternity^  have  been  quite 
difpirited^,  and  have  been  feiz'd  with  ten 
thoufand  goilty  Fears,  left  Hell  ihoald  prove 
hotter  than  a  painted  FUme,  and  a  ti]rt:ure 
Jadgoient  more  terrible  than  an  imaginary 
Affixes  And  I  very  knoch  qneftion,  whether 
ever  any  Stflner  in  the  World  was  perfedly 
freed  frem  the  Pears  of  the  laft  l^ibti»d ; 
and  if  there  could  be  a  few  Hieh  Inftanees  pto>* 
dnc'd,  it  w6uld  not  telftn  the  force  of  this  Ar- 
goment:  especially  if  we  confider,  that  if  the 
Belief  of  a  Judgment  to  come  was  not  iigree*- 
abletvffiKUral  Reafon,  it  wodldbeeafy  toeta* 
dicatetbofe  Pears  which  poflefs  all  mens  Minds 
after  t^ey  hkve  violated  the  Divine  Laws ;  for 
Men  arfe  very  averfe  to  every  thing  that  occa- 
fions  them  Trouble  and  t4fquiet.  Kow  if 
the  l^ms  6S  ^  fntnre  Judgment  were  not  weU 
founded,  ^tis  very  itrange  that  the  Art,  and 
Indulkty,  Mi  Reafon  of  Mankind,  have  not 
long  ^  >  ibtiirely  fcatter'd  nhefe  Fears,  fince 
Men  natmnUy  defire  Q^kt  and  I^eace  witUid. 
Moreover,  if  there  was  no  real  gtonnd  for 
thefe  f  ^ts,  it  would  follow  that  M^n^  the 
flobleft  Being  in  this  lower  World,  isfo  fra»y 
by  the  Almighty,  as  neceflfarily  to  ttffnfcne 
ftimftif^  Without  any  fuft  reafon  or  eatffe ) 
wWle  Crfeattfres  of  an  inferior  Rank  and  Or- 
der enjoy  #hat  is  fdtable  to  their  Natures 
withoat  the  fame  Anxiety  or  TrouMe. 


he  very  Uneufy  if  at  iny  time  done  in  the  a<frk,  foyk^^lftt^ 
^ear  expiring^  was  under  fuch  yAmnxement  and  Confit/ion,  thai' 
ibe  befl  Acci&nt  bea^M  ^  of  himfiff  ^,  TlMt  te^.'MM 
;o  uikea  Leap  iaUic  Dark. 


Again, 
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AgaiOf  we  may  conclude  the  Certainty  of 
a  future  Judgtrientfrom  the  difproportionate 
Diftributioa  of  Rewards  and  Punilhments  in 
^his  World.  We  fee  that  in  fome  refpeds, 
in  this  Life,  all  things  come  alike  to  all  ^  there 
is  one  Event  to  the  Righteous  and  the  Wicked ; 
as  dieth  the  Fool,  fo  dieth  the  righteous 
Man  \  he  is  fwept  away  by  the  fame  common 
CaJamity,  drops  by  the  fame  Difeafe,  and  his 
Pvift  mingles  in  the  fame  Grave.  Now  if  God 
is  infiaitely  Jaft  and  Good,  as  all  mufl;  acknow- 
kdg  that  own  the  Being  of  a  Deity  ;  then  for 
ttie  difplay  of  thefe,  as  well  as  his  other  Attri- 
butes, 'tjis  of  abfolute  neceffity  there  Ihould  be 
a  fotyr^  Judgment,  that  there  may  be  a  vifible 
4i^^4ce  mad^  i)etwixt  the  Righteous  and 
ttie  Wicfced,  betwixt  hipi  that  ferveth  God, 
and  him  that  ferveth  him  nor.  In  this 
W<>rid  iH  Wicked  frecjyently  profper,  and 
tavp  ?iU  that  He^rt  cap  wifli  i  they  flourilh 
JikP  ^  gfi"cea  Ray-Tr^!?j  9nd  they  have  no 
J63n,ds  ia  th^r  Pe^tb?  they  are  not  plagu'd 
like  ot^  Me/i :  vyhereas  Good  Men,  while 
|W€,  meeit  with  a  tboufand  Difappolntments, 
aad  hav?  one  AiaidloQ  treading  do fe  upon  the 
j^5  ^f  aijK^ther^  like  the  MeflTengers  oijob-^ 
^  fh^^:  tbey  pour  out  their  Moifture  in  Floods 
U  Tears,  and  fpeud  their  Years  in  Sighing. 
Tbe  flighitepa^  often  fiifler  in  this  World,  in 
iJbke  Wincoop  C^amities  that  are  brought  on 
Nations  pndJUiiLgdoms,  by  Fire,  and  Plague, 
aad  Earaioe,  and  War  :  and  not  only  fo,  but 
*S  5Fa^  pUferyes,  th  T^b^nades  of  the  Robbers 
frafffirr  mi  they  ti}0  frpvoke  God  are  fecure  : 
Tke  frm^  W^  <^^U^i  hm-j-^  they  that  work  Wic^ 
kfd^eff  4rif^t  ^,  ^n4  they, that  tempt  God  are  de- 
Um'i^    ^^d  Jsiow  does  jhe  fropbet   Jeremy 
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cxpoftulatc  upon  this  Head  ?    Wherefore  doth 
the  way  of  the  Wicked  frofper  ?  wherefore  are  all 
they  happy  that  dealtreacheroujly  ?    Now  nothing 
'  can  folve  thefe  Difficulties,  and  vindicate  the 
Juftice  of  the  Divine  Government,   bat  the 
Certainty  of  a  future  Juflgment,  at  which  time 
God  will  reward  every  Man  according  to  his 
Works.    The  Wife-Man  tells  us,  that  he  faw 
under  the  Sun  the  place  of  Judgment ^  that  Wichd' 
nefs  was  there.    He  had  obfervM  that  Corrup- 
tion had  crept  into  Courts  of  Judicature,   fo 
as  that  the  Innocent  had  been  condemn'd,  but 
the  Guilty  difchargM.    Now  from  God's  per- 
mitting of  thefe  things,  he  infers  the  Certainty 
of  a  future  Judgment ;   for  he  prcfcntly  adds, 
I  faid  in  my  Hearty  God  JhaU  judgthe  Ri^^hitom 
and  the  Wicked:  q.  d.   From  the  promiftoMs 
Difpenfations  of  Divine  Providence  now,  I  am 
fully  perfuaded  there  will  be  another  State^ 
^wherein  there  Ihall  be  a  ju(t  Difcriminsitioji 
made  betwixt  good  and  bacl  Men,  by  rlbw^rd^ 
ing  the  former,  and  punilhing  the  latter,  acr 
cording  to  the  Deeds  done  in  the  Body.        » 
If  there  be  a  God,  he  mpft  be  loft  \  for  tlie 
Attribute  of  Ju&ice  is.fb  eflentlalto  the  God* 
head,  that  we  may  as  well  deny  there  is  a  God^ 
as  fay  that  there  is  on^,  but  be  is  not  joft. 
Now  if  Cod  is  Juft  and  Good,  and  it  does  ap« 
pear  that  Rewards  and  Punifhments  afe  not  pro* 
portioned  to  the  Righteous  and  the  Wick^ 
here,  'tis  infallibly  certain  there  (hall  be  a  Judg^ 
ment  hereafter,   wherein  God's  Love  to  the 
one,  and  his  Difpleafure  againfi;  the  other  IhaH 
fully  appear;  fo  that  his  juftice  andGoodaefit 
ihall  be  conlpicdous  to  Angels^  Men  and  De* 
vils.    For  the  greater  difproportion  there  is 
In  the  diftribution  of  Rewards  and  Panifli- 

meets 


Digitized  byCjOOglC 


o/ Afr.  George  Stennett.  .'  451 

ments  in  this  World,  the  ftrongcr  is  the  Ar- 
gument drawn  from  thence,  that  there  will  be 
a  final  Judgment  in  the.  World  to  come.  For 
(as  Abraham  faid)  fl)M  not  the  "Juig  of  aU  the  Gcn.i8.2j'. 
Earth  do  right  f  TU  allow  that  this  Argument  is 
commonly  infifted  on  for  the  proof  of  a  future 
Judgment  (as  an  ingenious  Modern  has  re- 
mark'd)  **  But  'tis  neverthelefs  ftrongly  con- 
*'  clufive  and  unanfwerable ;  and  hereby  who- 
*'  ever  denies  a  future  State  of  Rewards  and 
*'  Punifhments,  muft  of  neceffity,  by  a  chain 
*'  of  unavoidable  Confequences,  be  forc'd  to 
"  recur  to  downright  Atheifm.'' 

Again,  the  Certainty  of  a  future  Judgment 
might  be  argu'd  from  the  neceffity  there  is  of  it, 
both  to  deter  Men  from  Sin,  and  to  incourage 
them  in  the  praQice  of  Religion.  All  Societies  ' 
would  foon  disband,  and  all  well-regulated  Go- 
vernments be  exchanged  for  Anarchy  and  Con- 
fufion,  if  the  Belief  of  a  future  Judgment  was 
baniih'd  from  the  Earth. 

For  if  Men  run  into  all  ExcefTes  of  Riot*  now, 
tho  they  pretend  to  believe  a  future  State, 
what  inexpreflSble  Mifchiefs  would  follow  thcL 
denial  of  this  Dofkrine  ?  What  then  (hould  re- 
ftrain  any  Man  from  gratifying  his  Paffions  at 
the  expence  of  another's  Reputation  and  Life, 
provided  he  could  carry  it  fo  privately,  as  not 
to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  Penalties  of  human 
Laws?  Indeed  the  Atheiltical  are  ready  to  ac- 
knowledg,  that  the  Doftrine  of  a  future  Judg- 
ment is  as  well  calculated  for  the  good  Govern- 
inent  of  the  World,  and  the  Prefervation  of 
Human  Society,  as  any  thing  could  be  :  which 
(as  one  obferves)  is  a  Conceflion  of  no  fmaU 
advantage  to  the  Honour  of  our  Holy  Religion, 
confidering  that  it  proceeds  from  thofe  that  are 
Gg  2  open 
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open  and  airow'd  EMmies  co  it.  Vox  by  tiiis 
ackiKHvledgmcnt  thtyfeem  toourn,  that  if  the 
Dodriae  of  a  fottire  j|adlg0i€iit  be  not  troe^ 
yet  tis  very  fit  it  fcould  be  true,  or  at  leaft 
^tis  very  neceflary  that  all  reafbnable  Ctta* 
tores  that  live  m  ScKiety  {hodd  believe  itt^ 
be  9o. 

Mow  if  this  Doftrine  is  fo  neceflary  to  the 
•good  GoveroweBt  of  the  World,  then  'ti$ 
more  thavi  probaMe  there  v^ill  be  z  feture 
Sttfte  of  lle«vat)ds  aadPuoiAineirts^  iDecaB&  it 
ivoald  refloat  on  nbe  ^etfedicMK  of  t^od  to  £ip- 
pofe,  that  he  ba«  fiormld  iteiBan  Creatores 
afKr  foch  a  manner,  that  thcf  canaot  be  con- 
leniently  govoraM  without  the  beUef  of  a 
ealftood. 

I  fcoovf  Ibme  iiave^tanc^d,  Tjiirt:  Vcrtoe  ti 
^%xm%9jcmwS^  ^iid  libatVioe  is  PoniQioieaC 
-enoBgli  %0'xtidii.  Sat  whoever  pcfielftsoiitbe 
CmiMft^  Ithoife  Fhilofopbers  that  tiaiiv  ifl^ 
ferted  thefe  Notions  in  their  Wtitings,  ml 
iind,  tliat  tbeic  Ldits  asd  atffiooa  'were  too 
iftrang  ^ifit  their  Piiiloraflhy.  1  oymfsfs  there 
:are  rtfdife  ^Emellcnelcfs  in  Yeisiue,  t^ofe  powci^ 
4xA  A^radms  k  reabGoodlMfs,  tiat  oi^bt^ 
4kisnDifie  dtKT  Choice^  jf  there  w^t  tto  affi^ 
4^e4lf  a'^taret^^evv^ydc' tiber^  ts>alb£)Bi0^ 
«hii^  lb  lOfireAlRinalbte  )tfid  4bldJftoiidKiable  to 
imaMn  I^tweiiti  Vlc^lfhatobgfatto  aisd^ 
Man^lifh^r  tt,  «h»>thefe  W<dre^ 
lit.     :.  .    ^    -^  ,.    ^     .    :•■-::'''.  'j  -      :   ,      /.     , 

fitot  alM^'&)^at  is  tixiaStepravity^Kf^hnDta 
tfatore^  andlb^oag  aiiidrarlMetti:  koe  fifas 
Pcopeiffmis  ^  ^,  thpt^iewaa  ftagan/iaaeb- 
iSstvld^  TlWt  ^a«  necefiacv  to  fii^pofe  a  &^ 
<lore£brle>>f  f  oiriflmeats  as  theofi^efiedaal 
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rcftraint  from  Vice  j  that  (as  he  fays  *)  wkhd 
Mtn  might  he  under  ffme  Reftraint  in  this  Ufe: 
Tie  Antients  were  cf  d^inion^   there  were  certain 

Puniflsments  appointed  in  the  future  State  for  inp- 
-piotis  Perfons  \  well  hmwing^  that  if  thefe  were 
denfd^  Death  it  felf  would  no  longer  be  dreadful. 

Now  if  the  Belief  of  a  future  Judgment  is 
abfolutely  neceflTary  to  deter  Men  ft-ora  Sin,  and 
to  furnilh  them  with  futable  Motives  for  Ver- 
tue  and  Religion  •,  if  'tis  necelTary  for  the  fe- 
curity  and  fupport  of  Human  Society,  we 
may  reafonably  conclude,  that  there  will  be 
a  day  when  every  Man  flrall  give  an  account  of 
himfelf  to  God. 

Again,  the  Certainty  of  a  future  Judgment 
might  be  argu'd  from  the  fuppofitioa  of  the 
Soars  Immortality  ^  which  Opinion  has  beea 
almoft  univerfally  believ'd  and  entertain'd  ia 
the  World.  It  may  alfo  be  itifcr'd  from  the 
ftrong  Defires  of  Immortality,  that  feem  to  be 
interwoven  with  our  Being,  and  implanted  in 
the  Minds  of  all  Mankind.  I  might  alfo  add  to 
thefe  rational  Confiderations  a  vaft  number 
of  Teftimonies  from  Pagan  Writers:  For  'tis 
remarkable,  that  the  antient  f  Fathers  in  their 
Apologies  for  the  Chriftian  Religion,  lay  down 
the  Doftrine  of  a  future  Judgment,  as  an  Ar- 
ticle which  the  Gentiles  had  already  afiented  to. 

Now  over  and  above  thefe  rational  Confide- 
rations  to  induce  our  Belief  of  a  future  Judg- 
ment, we  have  the  moft  ample  Teftimonies 
of  the  Truth  of  this  Do£kine  in  Divine  Reve- 

•  Cic,  Catit,  4..  XJt  altqria    in  vira   formido  JmprabU   «flet, 

apud  inferos  ejufmodi  quardam  iUi  antiqiii  fupplicia  impus  conftimt* 
eflfe  voluerunt  *,  quod  videlicet  inteUigebant,  his  rcmotis,  non  eff« 
inortem  ipfam  percimefcendam. 

f  Juftiii  Man/r,  Tcnullian,  &f. 

Gg  3  lation; 
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lation  i  efpccially  in  the  Writings  of  the  Nevr 
Teftament,  tho  the  Old  is  not  wtthoat  ex- 
prefs  proofs  of  this  important  Article  of  Faith. 
Solomon  aflcrts  it  in  our  Text,  and  fcvcral  o- 
ther  places  in  the  fame  Book.  And  the  Apo« 
file  Jude  informs  us,  that  there  was  a  very 
early  Difcovery.of  this  Truth,  even  to  thofc 
that  liv'd  before  the  Flood :  j4nd  Enoch  alfi^ 
the  feventh  from  Adam,  prof  he/yd  of  thefe^  fay* 
ingy  Behold  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten  thoufand  of 
his  Saints^  to  execute  Judgment  upon  aU^  and  to 
convince  all  that  are  ungodly  among  them^  of  all 
their  ungodly  Deeds  which  they  have  ungodly  com^ 
mittedj  and  of  all  their  hard  Speeches  which  un* 
godly  Sinners  have  fpoken  againfi  him. 

I  know  that  many  learned  Men  think,  that 
this  Text  refers  to  God's  Judicial  Proceedings 
a^ainlt  the  old  World,  when  he  deftroy'd  it 
with  Water ;  yet  fuch  do  not  deny  but  that 
the  Prophet  Enoch  might  have  a  further  mean- 
ing, and  intend  alfo  to  afcertain  the  final  Jodg« 
ment.  But  however  that  be,  there  are  aban« 
dance  of  other  Texts  that  do  fully  prove  it : 

Aas17.31.St.  P4»/ is  exprefs.  That  God  hath  appointed  a 
Day^  in  the  which  he  wiU  judf  the  World  in 
Righteoufnefs.     Our  Saviour  himfelf  teDs  us. 

Mat.  16. 17.  The  Son  of  Man  Jhall  come  in  the  Glory  of  his  Fa^ 
ther  with  his  Angels^  and  then  he  poll  reward 
every  Man  according  to  his  Work*  And  the  Apo« 
ftle  Peter  afErms,  that  Chrilt  gave  his  Difci- 
pies  a  fpecial  Charge  to  preach  this  Do&rine 
of  a  Judgment  to  come :  And  he  commanded  m 
to  preach  unto  the  People^  and  to  teftify  that  it  is 
he  which  was  ordain  d  of  God  to  be  the  Judg  of 
jQuich  and  Dead. 

Again,  the  Author  to  the  Hebrews  not  only 
aflTures  us,  that  \tis  appointed  unto  Men  once  to 

die\ 
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Me  i  but  he  affirms  alfo,  that  after  this  is  the 
Jtidgment.  Thus  have  1  provM  the  Certainty 
of  a  Judgment  to  come,  fromReafon  and  Re- 
velation ;  and  can  any  one  defire  greater  Aflu- 
rance  than  this,  for  any  future  Event  ?  We 
are  as  certain  that  there  will  be  a  future  Judg* 
mcnt,  as  if  it  were  already  paffi,  or  as  if  we 
now  faw  the  Heavens  opening,  and  the  Judg 
coming,  and  heard  the  Sound  of  the  lafl:  Trump, 
that  ihall  awaken  the  Dead.  How  (hould  the 
Gonfideration  then  of  this  awful  Truth  ftrike  a 
damp  upon  the  criminal  Mirth  of  Sinners,  and 
caufe  young  People  frequently  to  ask  themfelves 
what  is  neceflTary  to  be  done,  that  they  may 
ftand  in  Judgment !  But  I  haften  to  the  fecond 
thing  V  and  that  is,  to  confider  the  Extent  of 
this  Judgment:  which  I  (hall  do,  both  as  to 
Perfons  and  Things. 

fir/.  All  human  Perfons  (hall  be  judg'd.  ' 
The  Scriptures  indeed  are  very  exprefs  con- 
cerning the  fallen  Angels,  that  they  (hall  be 
judg'd  V  and  therefore  'tis  faid.  They  are  re-  jude  v.  r. 
ferv'd  in  tverlafiing  Chains^  under  Darknefsyto  the 
Judgment  of  the  Great  Day.  But  my  Text  obli- 
ges me  only  to  di(courfe  of  God's  judging  of 
Mankind.  And  that  the  whole  Human  Race 
fliall  be  fummon'd  to  Judgment,  is  abundantly 
evident  from  the  Chriftian  Revelation.  St.  Paul 
fiys,  We  Jhatt  all  fiand  before  the  Judgment-  Rom.13.10, 

Seat  of  Chrifi.  For  it  is  written^  As  I  /ivr,'*»"' 
y^M  the  Lordy  every  Knee  ^M  bow  to  me^  and 
every  Tongue  jhall  confkfs  to  God.  So  then  every 
one  of  ui  JhaU  give  an  account  of  himfelf  to  God. 
That  Generation  of  Men  that  (ball  be  alive  at 
our  Saviour's  fecond  coming,  (hall  not  prevent 
tbofe  that  fleep  in  the  Dull ;  for  as  all  the 
Dead  Ihall  be  r^s'd,  fo  all  the  Living  (hall  be 
O  g  4  chang'd, 
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cliilB|M^  ted  att  of  both  fliall  bC  jaAf^d.    The 

Apoitlcs  wtre  cOmmiifionM  (as  I  hinted  be« 

Aaii3,44.fore)  to  frtdch  to  the  Peoflf^  that  J$fm  JhsB  be 

thijudg  of  QuhI  MniDead.    The  like  Phrafe 

f  Pec  4.  T-  we  alfo  meet  with  elftwhere :  Who  fiiatt  givt  m 

ao€dwit  to  himf   v^hi  is  resdf  to  juJ^  tho  Quiol 

sndthoDeadi  i.e.  aU  thut  iball  bo  aliTewbea 

tb^  jadg  comethj  and  aU  that  biVe  died  from 

the  beginning  df  the  World  to  that  dav^  fliaU 

btbroiigbttoj^goftent^   OodUcall'dybf  waf 

Gen.  18. 2^  of  Btniticincy,  Tktyndg  of  mU  tbeEMrtb^    And 

Mtcaj.  31. 'tis  reprefented,  that  when  Chrifi  JhsM  fit  ufo^ 

the  'f krone  of  bis  Olery^  stU  ifsisions  JhaU  be  gM* 

ther^i  before  hint* 

'Tis  not  the  Qjiftlity  ot  Circoitiltancel  of 
any,  that  wilt  exc^fe  them  from  appearing  at 
the  Bar  of  Cbtiftt  Btit  all  Perfona  of  evert 
Nation^  Language,  Kindred  and  Toogaci  flkan 
'bd  filmmonM  to  the  Tribonal  of  the  SOn  of 
God  :   High  and  LoW|  Rich  dnd  Poor^  Matd 
and  Feibale>  YonAg  aild  Old,  Learned  and  Igo 
norant,  Baf barbiii  and  Civiliz'd,  tbeGoodaM 
B4d,  muft  all  appear  before  the  Jadgmeat-deat 
of  ChrUt.    Such  is  now  refofe  to  approach  i 
Throne  of  Grace^  fliaO  then^  however  unwil-^ 
Ung)  be  fbrc'd  to  make  their  appearance  be- 
fore a  Gonrt  df  Jnftice.    AH  Cvf'A  Diaio&iOo* 
wiU  be  loft  in  the  other  World}  Potentatetand 
Princes  ihall  ftand  upon  the  fame  level  with 
Servants  and  Slaves*    And  agreeable  to  thbia 
the  Reprefentation  which  St.  John  makes  of  the 
Rev.  6.  IS,  fi^fil  Judgment :  jlnd  the  Kings  of  the  Esif$hf  md 
s^i  17*      the  Great  Mtfi^  dnd  the  Rich  Mhs^  and  the  Chief 
GdptaiHs^  and  the  Mighty  Men^   dnd  every  Sand" 
many  and  every  Fret*man^  hid  thimfelves  in  the 
Densy   and  in  the  Rods  of  tho  Mwomtains  \   dnd 
fnid  to  the  Moutitmho  and  R^h^  JFU  ou  m^  sued 

hide 
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hide  ^  ffm  lihe  faCe  •[  him  thsf  fineth  en  ihe 
Thr0n$^  and  frem  the  Wrath  ef  the  Lamk:    f§r 

the  great  Day  of  his  Wrath  is  Comey  and  whojhall 
be  able  to  ftandf  This  will  be  a  great  Day  in- 
deed, not  only  with  regard  to  the  Appearance 
of  the  Judg,  who  fhall  come  with  all  the  en- 
figns  of  Pomp  and  Terror  \  but  alfo  with  re- 
fpeft  to  that  infinite  number  of  Perfons  of  all 
ranks  and  conditions,  that  fhall  then  appear 
to  be  judged,  and  who  notwithftanding  all 
their  vain  attempts  to  conceal  themfelves,  can- 
not go  from  the  fight  of  their  Judg,  nor  efcape 
that  Sentence  which  will  determine  their  State 
for  ever.  And  indeed  if  God  Ihould  not  call 
one  Man  to  an  account  as  well  as  another,  it 
would  be  a  Refledion  upon  his  diftributive 
Juftice  i  and  he  would  appear  to  be  a  Refpeder  "• 
of  Perfons,  than  which  nothing  can  be  a  greater 
rcflediion  on  thefupreme  judg:  Who  accepteth  joh'^^,i'i^ 
mt  the  Perfons  of  Princes^  nor  accepteth  the  Rich  '^• 
more  than  the  Poor  j  for  they  are  all  the  work  of 
his  hands.  And  St.  John  in  his  Vifion  tells  us. 
That  he  faw  the  Deady  both  fmall  and  great j 
ftanding  before  God  j  and  the  Booh  were  opet^dy 
and  the  Dead  were  jud£d  out  of  the  things  rphich 
were  written  inthofe  Books  \  and  the  Sea  gave  up 
the  Dead  which  were  in  it^  and  Death  and  the 
Grave  gave  up  the  Dead  which  were  in  them :  and 
they  were  judged  every  man  according  to  their 
Works. 

2.  Wc  are  to  confider  the  Extent  of  the 
Future  Judgment,  with  refpeft  to  Things. 
For  as  it  fhall  reach  all  Perfons,  fo  it  fhall  De 
extended  to  all  Things.  The  Wife-Man  tells 
us.  That  God  Jhall  bring  every  Work  into  judg-  EccieC  u,^ 
menty  with  every  fecret  things  whether  it  be  good  ^^* 
er  whether  it  be  evil*    And  Ihall  the  Sins  of  the 

Rightc- 
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Righteoos  as  well  as  the  Wicked  be  brought  in- 
to Judgment  ?  The  Sins  of  the  Righteous  (hall 
never  be  fo  meation'd  at  that  day^  as  to  bring 
them  under  any  Shame  and  Confufion:  for 
Shame  and  Confufion  are  part  of  the  Punifiiment 
of  the  Damn'd  j  and  we  are  afTur'd  that  tlie 
Righteous  (haU  not  rife  to  be  punilh'd,  but 
rewarded. 

Again,  If  the  Sins  of  the  Righteous  ihonld 
be  mention'd  in  Judgment,  it  ihall  be  to  illu. 
Urate  the  Glory  of  God's  free  Grace  in  the  par- 
doning of  them  ^  and  to  engage  and  excite 
thofe  blefled  Souls  to  admire  and  adore  the  in- 
finite extent  of  the  Divine  Love,  as 'tis  dlf- 
play'd  in  the  Purchafe  of  their  Pardon  by  the 
Blood  of  the  Lamb.  Tho  I  confefs,  I  am  at 
prefent  inclin'd  to  think,  that  thofe  Sins  which 
God  cafts  behind  his  back  here,  and  blots  out 
as  a  thick  clodd,  will  never  be  mention'd  ia 
the  lafl:  Judgment ;  and  that  it  will  be  only  the 
Good- works  of  the  Righteous  and  the  Sins  of 
the  Wicked,  that  Ihall  be  brought  into  Judg* 
ment. 

'Tis  a  grofs  miflake  that  moft  wicked  Men 
indulge  tbemfelves  in,  who  ima^ne  that 
Thoughts  are  free,  and  that  they  may  think 
what  they  pleafe  without  being  criminal  ^ 
whereas  the  Apoftle  Pavl^  fpeaking  of  the  Day 
Rom.a.  itf.of  Judgment,  calls  it,  The  DJry  wHenGodfhaB 
judg  the  Secrets  of  Men  by  J  ejus  Chrifi.  ■ 
All  the  vain  Defires  and  ill  Purpofes  that  Men 
form  in  their  Minds,  every  proud,  luftful, 
blafphemous,  revengeful  Thought  ffiall  be  ac- 
counted for  in  the  great  Day  of  Retribution,  as 
well  as  their  Words  and  Aftions.  And  this 
miy  be  argu'd  from  the  Nature  of  thefe  things : 
for  if  the  Heart  be  the  Source  from  which 

Sin 
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Sin  fpriags,  aad  if  the  DeGgn  and  Intentioa, 
ftriaiy  conGderM,  be  the  formal  difference  of 
moral  Good  and  Evil-,  thefe,  I  (ay,  being  cor- 
rupt and  bad,  no  other  Confideration  whatfo- 
cver  can  alter  the  nature  of  fuch  things,  and 
make  them  good:  and  therefore  they  being 
criminal,  (hall  be  accounted  for  when  the  Lord 
Cometh,  Who  will  bring  to  light  the  hidden  things  i  Cor.  +.T. 
0f  Darknefsj^  and  wiU  make  manifefi  the  Counjels 
cf  the  Heart.  The  Pharifees  of  old  imagined 
indeed  that  they  might  indulge  themfelves  ia 
wanton  and  revengeful  Thoughts:  but  our 
Bleflfed  Saviour  tells  them  plainly  in  his  Ser- 
mon on  the  Mount,  That  if  they  indulge  im- 
pure Defires  and  cauflefs  Anger,  they  break 
thofe  Precepts  that  forbid  Adultery  and  Mur-« 
der. 

Again,  We  mult  give  an  account  of  our 
Words  as  well  as  our  Thoughts.  How  diC- 
agreeable  foever  this  may  be  to  thofe  who  fay 
their  Tongues  are  their  own,  who  is  Lord  0- 
vcr  them  ?  yet  'tis  certainly  true.  For  as  the 
Apoftle  James  obferves,  Tho  the  Tongue  is  a  //>•  james  5, 
tie  Member^  it  boafteth great  things.  Behold  how  s»  ^. 
great  a  matter  a  little  fire  kinaleth!  And  the 
Tongue  is  a  fire^  a  world  of  Iniquity  :  fo  is  the 
Tongue  among  our  Members^  that  it  defileth  the 
whole  Body^  and  fetteth  on  fire  the  courfe  oj  Na^ 
ture^  and  it  is  Ut  on  fir e^  of  Hell.  Now  if  our 
Words  have  K)  ill  an  influence  on  Mankind, 
'tis  very  reafonable  that  we  Ihould  be^liccount- 
able  for  thefe,  as  well  as  thofe  finful  Adions 
confequent  upon  them.  When  the  Judgco- 
meth,  he  (haU  not  only  convince  Men  of  their  J^^^^^^^S' 
ungodly  Deedsj  but  of  all  their  hard  Speeches 
which  ungodly  Sinners  have  fpoken  againjt  him. 
How  awful  are  thofe  Expreflions  of  oxxx  Sa- 
viour ! 
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Mtc  12. 3^,  viour !  But  I  fay  nnto  you^  that  every  idle  word 
5^  that  Men  JhaB  ffeakj   they  JhaB  give  an  account 


thereof  in  the  Day  of  Judgment ;  for  by  thy  Words 
thou  pfolt  be  pfiiffd^  and  by  thy  Words  thon^alr 
be  condemrfd.    If  this  be  ttue^  as  certainly  it  is. 


what  will  thofc  do,  where  fliall  they  appear, 
that  have  reprefented  our  Lord  as  an  Impoftor, 
who  make  no  other  mention  of  bis  Blood  and 
Wounds,  than  by  their  Oaths  and  Imprecations 
to  profane  them ;  and  make  that  very  Record 
which  God  hath  given  of  his  Son,  the  Snbjefk 
of  their  Ridicule  and  Banter?  If  Men  Ihallbc 
accountable  for  all  tbofe  words  that  do  not  an« 
fwer  the  original  Defign  of  Speech,  what  a 
heavy  account  witt  they  have  to  give,  whofe 
leud  Df fcourfes  have  led  others  into  Sin  \  whole 
paffionate  and  revengeful  Expreffions  have 
made  them  appear  more  like  Furies  than  Men  \ 
who  by  officious  Lyes  and  malicious  Slanders 
have  ftab?d  the  Reputation  of  Good  Men,  and 
drawn  down  an  Oditim  on  Religion  it  lelf  ? 
Again,  all  your  fecret  Sins,  as  well  as  thofe 
that  are  vifible  to  the  world,  mult  be  accounted 
for :  what  you  have  committed  in  the  Clofct 
and  in  the  Chamber,  when  you  thought  that 
no  Eye  bad  ften  you,  (hall  bepublicklycxa- 
minM  in  the  great  Day  of  our  Lord's  appcar- 

Fror.;.  ii.ing.  The  woys  of  Man  now  are  before  the  eyes 
of  the  Lordy  and  he  fonder  eth  att  his  goings.    He 

Fr.139.  s.  knoweth  our  paths  and  our  lying  downy  and  isac^ 
quaint ed  with  aB  our  ways.    There  is  no  darheefs^ 

J0b3f.ii.  nor  fhadow  of  death j  where  the  Workers  of  Inifuitf 
may  hide  themfelves.  Now  as  all  things  yon  ao 
in  this  World,  tho  ever  fo  fecret,  are  open  to 
the  view  of  an  Omnifcient  God,  they  fhau  moft 
certainly  be  confider*d,  and  feverely  fcann'd  at 
the  laft  Tribunal,    No  fecret  Jmpurity,  no 

diflTem- 
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diffembled  Malice^  no  artificial  Hypocrify  or 
fabtle  Fraud,  can  be  conceal'd  from  the  Judg  of 
Qpick  and  Dead.  For  there  is  nothing  covered  txktu.^i^i 
that  jhall  not  be  reveaVdy  neither  hid  that  JhaU 
mt  h^  known.  Therefore  whatfoever  ye  have  fpo- 
ken  in  darknefsy  fiiall  he  heard  in  the  light ;  and 
that  rvhich  ye  have  fpoken  in  the  ear  in  clofetSy 
fimll  be  frocUimdon  the  houfe-tofs.  Many  Peo- 
ple are  fo  atheiftical  and  foolifh,^  as  to  ima- 
gine that  if  they  fin  fecretly  and  in  the  dark^ 
they  are  very  fecure  -,  forgetting  that  the  Dark- 
nefs  hidtth  mt  from  God^  but  the  Night  Jluneth 
as  ihe  Day  \  the  Darknefs  and  the  Light  are  both 
alike  ti)  him. 

Agaitt,  We  Ihall  be  call'd  to  an  account  for 
liegkding  to  do  the  good  which  was  in  our 
po*ver  to  do,  and  for  not  improving  the  various 
Talent&  committed  to  our  Truft:  Tff  him  that  jtm.^  17: 
kno^weth  t^  dogood^  and  doth  it  net^  to  him  it  is 
Sin*  j^d  (iays  our  Saviour)  that  Servant  which 
knew  his  Lord's  WiHy  and  prepared  not  him/elf^ 
neither  did  according  tfi  his  Willj  Jhall  be  beaten 
with  many  firifts.  The  generality  of  People, 
'tis  to  be  fear'd,  think  that  the  frequent  Neg- 
leds  of  Duty  are  but  venial  Sins  j  or  elfe  why 
do  io  many  content  themfelves,  if  they  do  but 
aWain  from  fome  notorious  Vices,  tho  they 
take  no  care  ,at  all  to  pradife  the  contrary 
Vertwes  ?  How  few  that  hav«  great  Eftates, 
ev^r  <j(wiftder  what  proportion  oiTribute  they 
owte  ftp  the  fupport  oi  Religion,  or  what  they 
are  obligM  to  do  in  charity  to  the  Poor !  for- 
getting, iwithoMt  doubt,  what  our  Saviour  fays, 
%Jm4i  whom  fo  ever  much  is  given  ^  9f  him  much  Jhall  tukc  12.4^. 
he  requird.  We  find  io  the  Reprefentation 
that  is  given  m  of  the  final  Procefs,  that  the 
J>U(ig  accufes  ajid  cpademns  iJijuu^r?  for  their 
pnf:c^1  I  Omif- 
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Mat.  ay.  4.1.  OmiffiODS  *.    Then  jhall  he  fay  alfo  unto  them  m 
the  left  handy  Defart  from  me^  ye  curfed^  into 
everlafting  Pire^    prepared  for  the  Devil  and  his 
Angels*    For  I  was  an  hungredj  and  ye  gave  me 
no  meat  ^  I  was  thirfiy^  ana  ye  gave  me  no  drink  j 
J  was  a  fir  anger ^  ana  ye  took  me  not  in^  naked^ 
and  ye  clothed  me  not  \  fick  and  in  prifon^  and  ye  . 
vifited  me  nor.    We  alfo  learn  from  the  Para- 
ble of  the  Talents^  that  not  to  improve  what 
If  c  arc  intrufted  with,  will  expofc  us  to  the 
difpleafure  of  our  Jodg:  The  unhappy  Man 
mentionM  in  the  Parable  had  not  fquander'd 
away  his  Talent,  but  hid  it  in  the  Earthy  never 
made  any  improvement  of  it  ^  upon  which  his 
Talent  is  taken  from  him,  he  is  pronounc'd  an 
onprofitable  Servant,  and  config6'd  over  to 
'the  dark  and  difmal  Regions  below,  where 
there  is  perpetual  weeping  and  wailing^  and 
gnafbing  of  te^th.    We  likewife  find  that  the 
loolilb  Virgins  were  dcnyM  entrance  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven,  becanfe  they  "^  needed 
to  get  Oil  in  their  Lartips.    How  {hontd  this 
awaken  the  ConCderation  bf  thofe,  who  dream 
away  the  firft  arid  beft  part,  of  their  time  in 
floth  and  idlenefs,  and  wholly  negled  t6  look 
after  the  one  thing  beedful,  and  to  prepare 
themlfelves  for  the  laft  Tdbunal !  Remember, 
O  ftupid  Man,  that  thbii  (halt  be  accountable 
for  all  the  Advantages  (3od  givfcs  thee  of  ferv- 
ing  him  in  this  World  j  for  thy  Power  and  In- 
tercity thy  Bftate  and  Time,  for  thy  Health  and 
Strength,  and  for  all  thy  intelkaual  Abilities- 
Moreover,  confider  that  thou  (halt  be  judged 
not  only  for  thine  own  Sins,  but  the  Sins  of 
other  Men,  fb  far  as  thou  haft  beetl  thecaole 
of  them :  And  if  this  be  fo,  how  much  does  it 
concern  Minifters,  Magiftratcs,  Parents,   an4 
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Matters  of  Families,  to  fet  good  examples, 
and  to  do  their  utraolt  to  prevent  fuch  Peoples 
falling  into  fin,  who  are  under  their  fpecial 
care?  EU\  omitting  to  reftrain  the  vilePrafti- 
ces  of  his  Sons,  drew  down  the  Divine  Difplea- 
fure  upon  himfelf.  I  would  to  God  we  all 
might  ferioufly  think  of  this,  and  be  very  cau- 
tious left  we  contribute  towards  the  Sins  and 
Follies  of  other  Men,  either  by  confenting  to 
them,  or  giving  them  advice  and  afliftance  to 
compafs  their  ill  defigns,  or  by  ufingany  argu- 
ments to  corrupt  their  Judgment,  or  ftop  the 
mouth  of  Confcience.  To  be  damn'd  alone,  is 
dreadful  beyond  expreffion  ;  but  to  go  to  Hell^ 
drawing  after  us  vaft  multitudes  of  thofe  we 
have  tempted  to  fm,  will  expofe  us  to  a  dou- 
ble Damnation. 

Finally,  All  the  Aggravations  of  our  Sins 
{hall  be  look'd  into  and  examined  \  and  we  fhall 
be  judg'd  not  only  for  thofe  that  have  been  com- 
mitted againft  the  Light  of  our  Minds,  and  the 
Remonftrances  of  Confcience,  but  alfo  for  Sins 
of  Ignorance :  You  fhall  not  only  be  call'd  to 
an  account  for  what  you  know  of  your  Duty, 
and  yet  have  neglefted,  but  for  that  which  you 
have  not  known,  yet  might  have  known,  be- 
caufe  you  were  favoured  with  the  means  and 
advantages  of  knowing  it.  If  the  Heathens 
are  inexcufable  for  ftifling  the  feebler  Coavifti- 
ons  of  natural  Light,  and  for  the  grofs  Con- 
ceptions they  had  of  Almighty  God,  when 
they  might  have  eafily  difcern'd  his  Perfedions 
from  the  Works  of  Nature  j  how  much  mor^ 
inexcufable  fhall  they  be,  who  remain  grofly 
ignorant  in  a  Land  of  Light,  and  with  that 
Book  in  their  hands,  wherein  Life  and  Lnmor" 
talif}  are  broujrht  to  light  ?  Affefted  Ignorance 
.     c  t  rouft 
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moft  seeds  be  crioQiBaU  notwitfaftandiog  tfa« 
Hofiovr  that  is  coi^er'd  upon  it  by  theRomaa 
Cburch,  Wihicb  makes  it  the  Mother  0/ their 
Dewtisn.  That  Man  who  is  willingly  igno- 
rant,  that  he  may  indulge  himfelf  in  Vice,  and 
in  the  negled  of  his  Duty  to  God,  chares  Sin 
with  its  penal  efieds  i  and  if  he  is  dama'd,  be 
kIocs  but  inherit  his  own  Choice. 

Kow  as  all  the  Sm  of  the  Wicked  AaDbe 

looked  into  and  punifli'd,  fo  all  the  Gpod- 

works  of  the  Ri^eous,  bow  feciiefly  io^eyer 

^hey  have  been  perform'd  here,  IbaJl  he^^^v 

be  openly  jrewarded*    Whea  onr  S%^w  gi-v^es 

dir^ioa about  feqrrt  f  rayer^  l»e  adi4s  thi^eg- 

Mar.r.  6.  'COut^ng  Motive^  Thy  F4ftifer  xvhi^feithpi  yi»- 

^m,  fiiitU  r4v;f0rd  $hep  ^enly,    ^Tfe  ^fimMifi 

that  in  the  defcription  of  the  |aft  l^A&l^f^'i 

our  BlpiTed  Saviour  (^es  fpemal  mSW^  (9^^  the 

Charity  lof  Cf>od  JVten,  and  beit^re  all  l*e  f^prfjl 

a<*oowledgps  thai:  h^tpok  ijt  as  kiadlfas  jfJhP 

iiimfdf  bad  aftuaJJy  iieqeiv'd  tk«ir  AJmsj?  nf^ 

Aherefor^  after  be  (hud  iavitfirf  $b[epf0  4tMfir 

©n  fbfikiUh^ritaiKi?!  i««l  Wfeqpwe  tbw-Rfr 

Mt^l^35>vftnd,  Jae  ^cWt,  4R?r  /^/^  .4«i  kwg^it  0fd  yf 

3^-         gw^  iw^fw(f4iri  /mkftf  ^Air#>5,  m4^  gf¥»  m 

i^  W  ye  4Medm4Sf  /  »s^/  jfei^  mdyf  mfr 
ftfdimri  IfiMs  $n  pMfm,  md  fe  Mtm  earn  Jm^ 
JGioA*i»Vk  lODtt  jie  miQighfe^UfSf  t»  fiwgK  99Mr 
WorkRwd  iaboiw^  Of  We-   CM,         •  » 

a*  Weare^cp.^i&PArffijof  ciJiejBjghfiA^^ 
andHoipatitiafity  Xfi£hyfi6^}tkt  Jbft  Jit^««tf 
ihaiH  he  adfniaiiftqf  y  •  . 

Tjbe  AAfjm\&r^ipM  of  idbelfiUnireittdglMK 
belongs  to  God ;  fpr  be  ts  Abe  iru$)QfanetGiWiW- 
iiaur  i)f  ;tthe  Univiet^fer:  Aisd  iHs  lie  rhi»  ^incii 
jLaws;tQ  the  Wpfld,.^  'tis^ji^^^b  9f  Ivs.S^ 

vcreignty 
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vereignty  to  jadg  Men  by  thofe  Rules  he  has 
given  them.    But  however,  'tis  very  plainly 
reveal'd  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  that  the  fu- 
ture Judgment  fhall  be  adminifter'd   by  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  he  is  God-Man,  or  Media- 
tor: The  Father  judgeth  no  Man^  but  hath  com^ 
miued  aU  Judgment  to  the  Son.    And  we  are  af* 
fur'd  that  God  has  appointed  a  Day^  in  the  which  Aasi/^ju 
^e  will  judg  the  World  in  Righteoufnefs   by  that 
Man  whom  he  hath  ordain^d^  whereof  he  hath  gi-- 
ven  ajfurance  unto  all  Men^  in  that  he  hath  raised 
him  from  the  dead.    Now  Ghrift  as  God  poflefles 
all  Perfedions  equal  with  the  Father  ^  and  as 
Man  he  is  holy ^  harmlefsyundefil^dy  and  feparate 
from  Sinners.    And  he  is  defcrib'd  in  Scripture 
by  his  loving  of  Righteoufnefsy  and  hating  of  Ini^ 
quity*    And  the  Prophet  Ifaiah  fpeaking  of  him, 
fays.  He  jhallnot  judg  after  the  fight  of  his  eyes^^^^.tt,t,f^ 
nor  reprove  after  the  hearing  of  his  ears  \  but  with 
Righteoufnefs  jhall  he  judg    the  Poor*     He  will 
proceed  with  all  Men  impartially  j  no  external 
Appearances  fliall  engage  his  Favour,  or  in- 
creafe  his  Severity.     He'll  examine  every  Caufe 
thorowly,  without  any  partial  regard  to  one 
more    than   another  j     for  as;'  St.  Peter  ob- 
ferves,  He  without  refpeEl  of  Perfons  judgeth  all 
Men.    In  human  Judicatures,  Juftice  is  fome- 
times  perverted,  the  Innocent  are  condemned, 
and  the  Guilty  acquitted  *,  but  at  the  laft  Judg- 
ment every  one  fhall  have  a  fair  and  equal  trial: 
for  the  Judg  will  proceed  with  all  Men  accord- 
ing to  the  Laws  they  have  liv'd  under.     For  as 
many  as  have  finned  without  Law-^  Jhall  alfo  perijh  Rom,  a,  :•« 
without  Law  \  and  as  many  as  have  finnd  in  the 
Law  J  fhall  be  judged  by  the  Law*    But  fuch  as  have 
had  the  unfpeakable  Advantages  of  theGofpel- 
RevelatioD,  Ihallbe  proceeded  with  according 
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Rom.  X.  i€.  to  that  Role :  therefbrd  fays  St.  Pdulj  Cdd  wit 
judg  the  Secrets  of  Men  by  Chtift  Jefiu^  4CCMrdif^ 
to  my  Goffel.    Every  Man  itay  knovir  ia  this 
Life  how  it  will  go  with  him  in  the  next,  if  he 
will  impartially  examine  himfelf  by  the  Divine 
Word :  for  aD  thofe  whom  the  QofpA  pro- 
nounces righteous,  the  Judg  will  acqdit ;  bat 
fuch  whom   the  Go(]pel  condemns  for  their 
Wickednefs,    (ball   ndt  Itand  in   Judgment. 
Rom.  a.  tf.  Cod  wiU  render  to  every  Man  accoraitig  to  his 
7>«>^»«o.  jiggj^j.  to  them  who  by  patient  continuance  in  weB* 
doings  feek  for  Gloryy  and  Honour^  and  Immor* 
tality  ;  Eternal  Life*     But  to  them  that  are  c^* 
tentiowj  and  do  not  obey  the  Truthj  but  obey  Vn^ 
righteoufnefs^  Indignation  and  Wrathj  Yribulation 
and  Anguijh  upon  every  Soul  of  Man  that  doth 
evily  of  the  Jew  ^r/,  and  aljb  of  the  Gentile. 
But  Glory^   Honour^  and  Peace  to  every  Man 
that  worketh  goodi  ^^  ^^^  J^^  fi^fij  ^»»  ^^fi  to 
the  Gentile ;  for  there  is  no  refpeS  of  Perfons  with 
God.    Some  h^ve  had  the  vanity  and  folly  to 
fay,  that  they  doubted  ndtbut  God  Almighty 
would  have  fomc  regard  to  their  Bxtradion  and 
Quality,  and  make  fome  allowances  to  them 
more  than  toothers  of  an  inferior  rank,  when 
they  (hould  appear  before  his  Tribunal:  But 
the  Scriptures  are  exprefs,  that  God  regards 
no  Man  in  judgment  for  his  external  Circnm* 
Itances,  but  wiU  proceed  with  the  fame  fteddi- 
nefs  and  impartiality  with"  the  Rich  as  the 
Afis  10. 34,  Poor :  God  is  no[  RefpeSlerof  Perfons  j  but  in  eviry 
5>^'    .      .Nation  he  that  fear eth  hintj    affd  itorketh  Righ'- 
teoufnefsj  is  accepted  with  him.     But, 

4.  We  are  to  cohfider  the, immediate  Con- 
lequences  of  the  future  Judgment,  both  with  re- 
gard to  the  JHlight^ous  and  the  Wicked  :7l!>e 
Mat.  17. 4^.  p^ked  Jhalt  go  away  >>rp  eveflafiing  Pumjhmem^ 
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hut  the  RighteQfiS  into  Life  eternal.  To  aU  good 
Men  the  Judg  will  fay.  Come  ye  blejfed  of  wy  Fa-  ^^^**x.  34* 
ther^  inherit  the  Kingdom  frefar^d  for  you  from 
the  Foundation  of  the  World  t  But  to  all  the 
Wicked,  Depart  from  me^ye  eurfedj  into  ever'-y^T.  i^ti 
lafiing  firOjf  frepur^dfor  the  Devil  and  his  Angels. 
Thefe  different  Sentences  iball  determine  the 
final  State  of  good  and  bad  Men  for  ever : 
Therefore  ^tis  callM  in  Scripture  the  Eternal 
Judgment^  from  which  there  can  be  no  AppeaL 
I  fhatt  not  now  go  about  to  defcribe  the  Joy  of 
thole  happy  Souls  who  at  that  time  fliall  be  ac- 
quitted, or  the  Mifery  and  Torment  of  thqfe 
that  Ihall  then  be  condemned  ^  but  only  obferve^ 
that  the  Sientence  of  the  Judg  will  fix  both  the 
.t)ne  and  the  other  in  an  unalterable  ftate. 

Thus  hare  I  gone  over  the  two  general  Heads 
of  Difbourfe  I  proposed  to  infill  upon:  It  only 
remains,  that  1  tell  you  what  ufe  we  fhould 
make  of  this  awfiil  Subjed,  futabletothe  fad 
Solemnities  of  a  FnneraL  And  tho  divers  In- 
ferences might  be  properly  dedpc^d  from  this 
Difcourfe,  I  (hall  only  at  prefent  addrefs  my  felf 
to  two  forts  of  Perfbns,  and  fo  conclude*  And, 

(i.)  If.  it's  fo  unreafonable,  as  you  have 
heard,  for  young  People  to  walk  in  the  way  of 
4heir-  hearts^  and  in  the  fight  of  their  eyes  %  how 
much  more  is  it  fo,  for  thofe  t6  ad  thus^  who 
are  advanc'd  in  years?  For  antient  People  to 
ad  with  the  precipitation  and  ralhnefs  of 
Youth,  to  abandon  themfelves  to  extravagant 
Mirth  and  Jollity )  is  one  of  the  molt  unreafo- 
nable and  abfurd  things  in  the  world.  Yet  how 
many,  that  are  ready  to  drop  into  the  grave, 
pleaTe  themfelves  with  the  glitter  and  pomp  of 
this  World,  and  are  continu^y  tunning  into 
Hh  1  all 
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all  exceflfes  of  riot!   Sorely  the  time  paft  is 
more  than  enoogb,  that  thoti  haft  fpent  in  Sia 
and  Folly :   Is  thy  Sun  joft  fettine,  aide)  art 
thoa  as  vain  as  in  the  heat  of  Yoath  r  Art  thou 
on  the  brink  of  the  crave,  and  yet  as  prodigal 
of  thy  Time  as  if  thoa  hadft  an  Age  before 
thee  ?  Good  God !   what  folly,  what  madnels 
are  thefe  People  guilty  of?  Oh  thsu  they  did  but 
know  thf  things  that  beUng  to  their  PcMeCj  before 
they  are  hid  from  their  eyes !  Oh  that  I  could  bot 
prevail  with  antient  People,  who  have  fpeoC 
all  their  days  in  fin  and  folly,  to  paofe  a  little, 
and  think  over  what  they  have  been  dome,  and 
what  an  account  they  are  able  to  give  of  their 
Time  and  Talents  to  the  Judgof  the  World! 
Methinks  thofe  that  are  old  in  fin  Ihonld  blafli 
and  be  confounded,  when  they  fee  young  ones 
devoted  to  God  betimes,  who  have  made  a  pro« 
grefs  in  Religion,  and  are  almoft  ripe  for  Hea- 
ven-, while  they,  unhappiy  People!  have  not 
taken  one  ftep  towards  it,  but  have  been  all 
their  lives  treafuring  m  wrath  againfi  the  day 
af  wrath  J  and  the  fearful  Revelation  ef.  the  rirb^ 
teous  Judgment  of  God.    Awake^  awdkoj  thou 
that  jleep^ !    Arife  from  the  Dead^  and  Cbrijt 
Jhall  give  thee  Light !  Delay  not  one  moment 
longer^  flee  to  Jefus  the  only  Saviour,  left  your 
Hearts  (hoald  be  hardened  thro  the  Deceitful- 
nefs  of  Sin. 

(2.)  To  you  that  are  young,  to  whom  the 
Wife-Man  principally  addreUes  himfeUF.  If 
the  future  Judgment  is  fo  certain  and  fo  exten- 
five,  and  mall  be  imparttaUy  adnunifter'd  and 
attended  with  fuch  awful  Confequences  as  you 
have  beard  ^  then  how  reafonable  is  it,  that 
you  soften  think  on  this  Judgment^  and  fpee- 
diiy  prepare,  for  it? 
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If  you  believe  there  fliall  be  a  future  Judg- 
ment, often  meditate  upon  it  j  and  ferioufly 
confider  what  manner  of  Ferfans  ye  ovght  to  be  in  2  Per.  3.11, 
all  holy  Converfation  and  Godlinefsy  waiting  for^''' 
and  hafiening  tinto  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God. 
Often  think  with  your  felves,  that  you  fee  the 
Son  of  Man  coming  in  flaming  Fire,  to  take 
vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  nor 
obey  the  Gofpel  j  that  you  fee  the  Throne  fix'd, 
and  the  Books  open'd,  out  of  which  you  are  to 
be  judg'd^  that  you  hear  the  found  of  the  lalt 
Trump,  faying,  jirife  ye  Dead^  and  come  to 
Judgment.  If  thou  didft  but  often  think  thus, 
and  get  thy  Faith  ftrengthenM  in  this  great  Ar- 
ticle, it  would  certainly  have  the  fame  effed 
upon  thee,  as  if  all  thefe  things  were  aaually 
prefent.  And  confider  with  thy  felf,  that  if 
this  Day  be  fo  amazing  at  a  diftance,  that  the 
thoughts  of  it  even  chill  your  Blood  and  Spi- 
rits j  with  what  inexpreffible  horror  (hall  un- 
prepar'd  Sinners  be  ftruck,  when  it  comes  ta 
be  prefent!  Will  you  not  think  of  this,  O  ye 
diflblute  Sinners?  Now,  it  may  be,  you  are 
admir'd  and  carefs'd  for  the  profane  Sallies  of 
your  Wit,  when  you  refiefton  a  crucifyM  Sa- 
viour; but  what  will  you  do  when  the  Judg 
Cometh  ?  and  how  near  the  laft  great  and  ter- 
rible Day  is,  we  cannot  tell :  For  it  will  come 
as  a  Thief  in  the  nighty  and  as  a  Snare  ttfon  all 
them  that  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  whole  Earths 
But  however  that  be,  whenever  you  are  feiz'd 
by  Death,  you'll  be  paft  all  Opportunities  of 
correcting  the  Diforders  of  Life^  fo  that  the 
danger  of  being  unprepar'd  for  Death  mult 
needs  be  the  fame  as  to  be  unprepar'd  for  the 
Day  of  Judgment :  for  the  Day  of  Death  will 
as  efieduaUy  determine  the  State  of  individual 
kJ;  Hb  3  Perfons, 
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Ferfons,  as  the  lafl:  Jadgmeilt  (hall  that  of  the 
whole  Warld.  Therefore  in  the  height  of  all 
yoar  PUafure,  paufe  a  little,  and  xonfider^ 
That  for  all  thefe  things  God  will  1mrt£you  in^ 
to  Judgment*^  and  labOnr  that,  whetner  pre* 
fent  or  abfent,  you  may  be  accepted  6i  God 
in  Chrilt !  As  was  the  Care  of  that  young 
Perfon,  who  defir'd  that  this  Text  might  be 
preach'd  on  at  his  Funeral,  hoping  probably 
that  it  wduld  be  of  (brne  tife  to  thofe  ydung 
People  that  might  furvivt  hinu 

'  Mr.  Geofge  Stennett  was  well  known  to  yoa 
in  this  Aflembly,  concerning  whom  I  hayefe** 
veral  thingstofay  that  are  praife- worthy,  and 
that  deferve  the  imitation  of  young  People. 
Jle  confecrated  himfelf  very  early  to  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  Sacred  Trinity  in  Holy  Baptifm  : 
and  when  he  had  thn«  evideifc'dhis  Lovt  to  the 
Redeenier,  by  fubmitting  to  his  Authority  and 
Example^  he  did  not  imagine  that  his  Work 
was  done,  but  did  frequently  look  into  his 
State,  and  examined  himfelf  by  thofe  Qiarac^ 
ters  he  found  deicriptive  of  true  Cbrtftians  ia- 
the  Word  of  God. 

It  pleas'd  God  to  exercife  him  i^iihiaian- 
guilhing  $icknefs  for  feveral  months,  till  his 
Body  was  wafted  and  deciiyM :  Sometimes  he- 
had  Doubts  and  Fears,  ^  and  thro  the  Temp- 
t^itions  of  Satan  was  ready  to  qnefkion  his  In- 
tereft  in  Chrift,  and  did  moft  importunately 
defire  the  Aflbrance  of  the  Love  of  Cod :  and^ 
what  was  very  remarkable  in  his  Sicknefs^  he 
retained  an  extraordinary  Tendernefs  of  Con- 
fcience,  being  afraid  of  every  thip^  that  jook'd 
like  Siii.  In  the  former  j)drt  of  his  Illnefi,  he 
was  deQrops  to  )ive:  h^xi  when  lie  drew  near 
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the  Period  of  his  Days,  and  God  had  given  a 
very  fignal  Return  to  his  Prayers,    and  had 
lifted  up  the  Light  of  his  Countenance  upon 
his  Soul,  and  heightned  his  Hope  into  full  Af- 
furance  *,  he  could  then  rejoice  in  the  near  Views 
of  Death,  with  Joy  unffeakable  and  full  of  Glory. 
And  now  I  am  fpeaking  of  God's  anfwering  his 
Prayers,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention, 
that  about   four  Hours  before  his   Death  he 
pray'd  with  a  great  deal  of  SabmifTion  to  the 
Divine  Will,  that  his  PafTage  into  the  other 
World  might  be  eafy,  and  that,  as  a  Token 
for  good,  God  would  be  pleas'd  to  grant  him 
a  little  Reft,     He  had  no  fooner  ended  his 
Prayer,  but  he  fell  afleep  for  above  two  hours^ 
which  was  more  than  he  had  done  for  fome  time 
before;   and  when  he  awoke,   'tis  not  to  be 
cxprefs'd  with  what  Thankfulnefs  and  Joy  he 
fpake  of  the  Divine  Goodnefs :    "  How  good 
^^  is  God  (fays  he)  to  me,  that  he  Diould  hear 
*'  my  Prayer,  and  condefcend  to  anfwer  my 
**  poor  Petition  in  the  very  punftilio  of  it? 
"  This  is  an  Eqcouragement  for  us  to  believe, 
*'  that  God  will  anfwer  the  other  part  of  my 
*^  Petition  alfo,  and  that  I  Ihall  have  an  eafy 
5'  Paflage." 

And  as  'twas  faid  of  Ste^hen^  That  his  Face 
flione,  fo  I  am  told  by  thofe  who  faw  him 
expire.  That  the  extreme  Joy  of  his  Mind 
fpread  fuch  a  Serenity  and  Alacrity  in  his 
Countenance,  that  no  words  can  defcrihe;  \j 
much  lefs  can  I  tell  you  what  Satisfaftion 
reign'd  in  his  Mind*  He  was  got  above  the 
Fears  of  Death,  or  the  Defires  of  Life  \  for 
he  declar'd,  "  That  he  would  not  come  bade 
"  for  a  Thoufand  nor  a  Thoufand,  yea  not 
*■  for  Ten  Thoufand  Worlds,  I  am  going, 
Hh  4  "faid 
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**  faid  he,  where  I  long  to  be,  ia  my  Father's 
^  Houfe  that  is  not  made  with  Hands,  who(e 
^  Bailder  and  Maker  is  God,  Eternal  in  the 
^  Heavens.  Oh  I  am  going  to  the  bleflTed  Je- 
^^  fus,  and  to  the  innumerable  Company  of 
*^  Angels,  and  the  Spirits  of  Juft  Men  made 
**  perfeft !  I  am  going  juft  now,  prefently, 
**  prefently,  to  fee  him  Face  to  Face  as  he  is, 
*^  and  not  in  a  Glafs.  Oh  I  am  in  pain  till  I 
*'  am  there !  I  long  to  be  at  home  with  my 
**  Heavenly  Father,  and  with  the  BleDed  Je- 
"  fust  that  I  may  enjoy  him  for  ever !"  Then 
bowing  (as  he  fat  in  his  Chair)  to  each  Perfoa 
in  the  room,  he  took  his  folenm  leave  of  them^ 
in  hope,  as  he  faid,  to  meet  them  again  in 
Heaven  i  bat  ftretch'd  out  his  Hand  to  one  of 
his  Brothers  with  more  than  ordinary  earnefk* 
nefs,  exhorting  him  more  than  once  to  forfake 
his  Sins. 

And  as  long  as  he  could  raife  his  dyiijg  Arms; 
be  wavM  them  to  fliew  his  Joy  and  Triumph  ; 
and  while  he  fat  fmiling,  the  Union  betwixt^ 
Soul  and  Body  eaCly  dilfelv'd,  and  his  Spirit 
fled  to  the  Regions  of  Eternal  Blifs.  Let  os^ 
not  therefore  forrow  as  thofe  without  hope: 
for  if  we  believe  that  Jelus  dy'd  and  rofe  agSL 
even  fo  thofe  that  Oeep  in  Jefts  will  God  wing 
with  him. 
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BeforeMuPilkif^ton  read  his  Retradiation, 
iAr^PiggottsmrcSed  himfclf  to  the  Au- 
ditory and  hipi  in  the  Mowing  words. 

HRISTIJN  Auditors,  t 
am  at  this  time  to  acquaint. 
yoUf  that  there  is  one  frefeni 
in  this  Jffimblyy    who  havim 

heen   educated    in   the,  Pofip 

Religion,  after  many  inward  Coj^iSis,  does 
proMs  himfelf  to  be  thorQwly  convinc'd  of 
the  Errors  he  had  imbiPd  while  he  continue H 
in  that  Communion-^  and  bein^  dejirous  to 
be  admitted  A  Member  of  thts  Trotefiant 
Church,  he  has  declared  hir  wiUingnefs  to 
ftgnify  to  this  Congregation  the  Means  and 
Manner  of  his  Convijffon,  and  the  j^eafons 
of  his  forfakingthe  Wroneous  and  Idolatrous, 
Church  of  KovoR.  ThePerfonoftvhomlnow 
fpeak,  that  frofeffef  to  be  truly  penitent,  as 
well  as  convinced  of  his  former  Errors,  ts 
Mr,  John  Pilkingtbn,  who  was  lately  a  No^: 
vice  in  the  BenediSlin  Order  of  Monks  in 
the  Monafiery  of  5^  Edmund  in  Paria, 
Jhd  now.  Sirs,  let  me  entreat  you  to  banijh 
frm  your  Miffdf  d  Pre^ojfe^on  and  Prm- 
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dicfj  4nd  imfartia/lj  attend  to  r^hap  he  will 
frejently  f  renounce ;  let  me  hefeechyou  to  fut 
on  Bowels  of  Mercy;  don^t  ufurf  the  Autho- 
rity of  Gody  and  pretend  to  Je Arch  his  Heart  t 
for  mf  own  f^rtj  Charity  obliges  me  to  bdieve 
that  he  is  fincere ;  tny  bleffed  Lord  having 
left  me  no  other  Rule  tojudg  of  the  Goodnejs 
or  Badnefs  of  a  Tree,  but  by  its  Fruits. 

•  ^/i/iJ  ;i^,  Afr.  Pilkington,  I  charge  you 
before  God  and  the  Lord  Jifus  Chrifiy  and 
tve  EleSl  Angels ^  and  in  the  frefence  of  this 
numerous  Auditory ^  that  you  weak  nothing 
but  the  Truth :  if  you  are  confiious  to  your 
felf  of  any  baft  Ends  in  the  Recantation  you 
are  come  to  make^  confefs  and  give  Glory  to 
God*^  for  the  God  whom  we  ferve^  and  un^ 
der  whofe  Banner  you  de^re  to  be  enrolPd^ 
cannot  be  deceiv^d^  and  will  not  be  mocked. 
Siry  you  and  I  mujl  Jbortly  appear  before  the 
^udg  of  the  Quick  and  Dead;  and  if  you 
Jbould  be  inpncere^  J,  that  now  thus  exhort 
and  admon^  youy  mufi  be  a  fwift  Witnefs 
dgainttyou  at  the  great  AJfiz^e.  And  norp 
fcaUGod  to  Record  this  day^  that  I  am  clear 
cf  your  Blood  j  and  I  call  every  one  in  thif 
place  to  witnefs  of  the  fdlemn  Charge  I  have 
given  to  you:  if  therefore  you  ar^  fincere^ 
7 of  which  I  would  not  admit  a  doubt)  go  on 
by  the  Grace  of  God  to  pronounce  your  written 
Narrative  and  Recantation^ 

And  then  Mr.  Pilkington  read  as  follows. 

Mr. 
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^t,  John  Pilkington's 

NARRATIVE. 

0  R  the  Satisfaaion  of  all  m^ 
Countrymen  and  Brethren  in  ge- 
neral, and  of  this  worthy  Con- 
gregation in  particalari  whereof 

1  am  deliroasto  be  a  Member^ 
I  beg  your  attention  to  the  fol« 

lowing  Karrative,  which  contains  the  Means 
and  Manner  of  my  Convidion. 

In  order  hereunto,  I  think  it  neceflary  to  ac- 
quaint you  with  fome  part  of  my  Life  paft; 
which  as  it  will  evidence  a  particular  Goodnefs 
and  Mercy  of  God  towards  me,  fo  I  hope  it 
may  give  this  Auditory  fome  grounds  to  judg 
of  the  Reality  of  my  Repentance. 

After  my  Education  of  five  Years  and  a  half 
|)yRomi(h£mifraries  \vl  England^  Iwasjudg'd, 
by  the  proficiency  I  had  made  in  the  Myfteries 
of  Popery,  not  unfit  for  the  Intereft  of  their 
Oittfe,  and  therefore  fent  to  the  Englifi$  Se- 
minary at  Lisbon^  in  order  to  be  duly  quali- 
fied for  the  Minion. 

What 
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What  erroneoos  Notions,  and  almoft  info- 
perable  Prejudices,  in  Matters  of  Religion,  I 
there  infenfibly  imbibed,  'tis  eafy  for  any  Per- 
fon  td  imagine,  who  has  bnt  an  imperfed/iM 
of  the  Virulency  and  rigid  Severity  thofe  Na- 
tions are  poScfyd  with,  where  the  Inqaifition 
rages,  a^gainit  all  Perfaafions  difiering  from 
their  own. 

rThe  £dQcation  1  receiv'd  in  diat  plac^  for 
che  fpace  of  three  Years  and  upwardst  had  b 
powerful  ^n  influence  on  my  Mind,  that,  the 
Setter  to  fecnre  my  SouL^om  the  Dangers  of 
Htrefy^  XS^  that  wa^  the  Motion  I  bad.  con- 
ceived of  Proteftancy)  I  was  refolv'd  to  yiit 
all  thoughts  of  becoming  a  Miflionary  Prieft, 
and  betake  my  felf  to  a  ReligioniStatd^  i^ 
the  prefident  of  onr  College,  oni/^iDing  to  loft 
one  of  his  Hock,  and  withal  apprehi»fii^e  of 
xny  Friends  R^fentments,  who  deugnM  md'fdr 
other  Ends;  hearing  I  had  made  IntereSE  witk 
Monks  of  a  certain  Order,  and  liad  obtain'3 
their  Confent  to  be  admitted  to  their  Habit, 
quickly  put  a  Itop  to  my  Defign,  by  his  fre- 
quent applications  to  the  Pope's  Nuncio.    This 
nnexpeded  Difappointment  was  not  only  Fael 
of  great  Heats  and  Animofities  to  the  t^o 
Houfes,  bdt  likewife  exafperated  me  to  that 
degree,  that  I  refus'd  to  perform  thofe  Duties 
to  which  the  Conftitutions  of  the  College  ob* 
lig'd  me,  and  defir'd  to  be  difmifs'd  in  order 
to  my  return  into  England ;  tho  I  were  fatisfied, 
my  Friends  would  be  highly  difgufted  at  my 
proceedings. 

This  Thought  continuing,   I  refolv'd  to 

fearch  into  the  Doftrines  of  the  Church  of  Eng^ 

land  %  not  doubting  but  tliat,  if  I  Could  per<» 

fuade  my  felf  of  a  poIQbility  of  Sa}vaCi(m  ooC 

ii  of 
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of  the  Charch  of  Rome^  I  (hould  meet  with 
other  Friends  in  England^  to  maintain  me  at 
one  of  the  Uhivcrfities^  In  parfnance  of  this 
Refolationi  I  acquainted  Mr.  Cclbdtch^  Mini- 
fter  bf  the  EngUjh  Fadory  (whom  I  had  dif- 
conrs'd  three  times  before  about  controverted 
Pointi^ln  Religion)  with  my  Defign ;  and  with- 
al defif  ed  his  Recommendation  to  fome  of  the 
Clergy  of  Engltmd^  who  might  be  affilting  to 
me  in  my  anqairy  after  the  Truth.  He  wrote 
a  Letter  to  the  Bifhop  of  SdishuryH  Chaplain  ; 
but  he  being  out  of  Town  upon  my  arrival  at 
London  J  IwasforcM  toapi^y  my  felftoothers^ 
who  made  me  known  to  the  Arch-Bifhop  of 
t^dnterbury^ 

The  great  Incouragements  I  met  with  at  thii 

Smdnre,  difpell'd  fo^  the  prefent  all  apprc- 
enfions  of  my  Soul's  future  State  j  and  Pre- 
judice  giving  way  to  the  glittering  hopes  of 
Preferment,  I  forgot  the  Reiolution  I  had  made, 
of  not  forfaking  the  Romifli  Communion,  till 
1  were  fatisfied  I  might  be  faved  oat  of  it.  I 
faid  I  had  found  the  Truth,  and  thought  fo 
too,  during  this  fliort  retreat  of  my  Prejudice, 
when  i  had  hardly  begun  to  fearch  after  it. 
Upon  my  reauefl:  to  iMt  Orders  in  the  Church 
of  England^  I  was  fent  to  Oxford*  Here  Pre* 
judice  again  took  place^  tho  I  ftrove  all  I  could 
to  ftifle  and  fbpprefs  H^  together  with  its  Gon«> 
fequents,  the  Doubts  and  Scruples  that  rofe 
in  my  Mind,  to  the  diladvantagc  of  Protc- 
ftancy :  yet  all  endeavours  fell  fliort  of  the  de- 
lired  Em&j  thequietidgof  my  troubled  Con* 
fcience. 

Th^  Preferments  that  were  promised  me, 
tho  very  cbnGderable^  and  the  Civilities  t 

found 
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foaadiift4b0'UQiverliit;^tho  far  above  mj  ex«^ 
pedbU^M^  were  Bands  too  weak  to  keep  m^ 
(after  four  Terms  fpent  in  the  Univeffity) 
.IrcHn  ^afing  my  Oonfcience  of  its  harden,  by  a 
ibane^laad  wicked  retarn  to  the  Cbarch  of 

.  Upon  my  re-admiffion  into  that  Commnnion^ 
I  fabmitted  to  the  fooUfli  Penance  of  a  Pilgri- 
mage, to  be  performed  oq  foot,  and  by  begging, 
from  London  to  HolfW$ll  in  Wates\  add  after 
eighteen  Months,  the  Peace  being  cpncladed 
with  Fr0K€y  I  was  admitted  to  the  Habit  of 
a  Benedidin  Monk,  in  (be  En^Uj^  Monaftery 
of  St.  JBdfpftful  in  Paris  i  in  which.  I  continaed 
near  a  Year.  But  here  I  am  forcM,  through  aa 
excefs  of  Admiration,  to  cry  out  with  the 
ltom.xx.33»^^Apoftle,  O  the:  depth  ef  the  Riebesj  both  efthe 
Wifdem  dftd  KruneUdg  ef  Ged  !  Hew  unfearchdUi 
sre  his  JuikmentSj  Jmdhis  W^s  pafi  finding  eut ! 
For  the  Divine  Providence  fo  order'd  it,  that 
^hat  very  place  defigtfd  by  Satan  for  trepan*- 
ping  tlie  Souls  of  Men  into  eternal  Perdition  ^ 
bec^m^  an  efTedual  Inftrnment  of  opening  my 
Eyes,  and  freeing  me  from  that  Clotnlof  more 
^han  ^Of^iM  Darknefs,  which  had  ib  long 
'  bindefl  me  from  dijTceriung  the  Bottomlefs  Pit 
1  wast^fteAing  into  ^  an^lo  it  was  an  e^edual 
me^ns  of  baaimingaU  manner  of  Prejudioe,  and 
makiiigpe  th^tt  ifi  Reality,  which  before  I  was 
but  in  EiSgy  9  that  is  to^  fay,  a  true  and  real 
proteftant.  'Twas  a  deGreof  feeing  whether 
the  ftraoge  things  I  had  read  and  heard  of  t^ 
Profeflbrsof  this  Life,  bf^d  any  colour  of  Truth 
to  fuppqrt  tb^m,  that  iqfpired.me  with  a  more 
than  ufual  curiofity,  to  obferve  and  infpeft 
narrowly  into  all  their  pr^dices.  Nor  did  I 
find  the  Province  very  difficult  i  for  befides 

that 
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tbat  I  was  prefeaie  at  all  Conveiltaal  Duties, 
I  was  privy  to  moO:  of  their  fecret  InCngues, 
by  fupi^ying  the  place  of  Secretary  of  tbeCon^ 
yeat^  the  Secretary  himfclf  being  very  anticnt. 
Good  God !  Hqw  was  I  farpriz'd,  to  find  aQ 
things  run  counter  to  my  expedations ;  to  fee 
the  whole  Family  uiiferably  divided  into  Par- 
ties and  Fadions,  where  1  look'd  for  ^  Bro«- 
therly  Love,  Charity  and  Union,  not  much 
inferior  to  that  of  the  bleiled  Spirits  in  Heaven! 
How  was  I  amazed,  in  the  room  of  the  mofb 
profound  Humility  and  Self- Abnegatipu,  to  &e 
the  highe(t  Ambition,  Pride  and  Self<»love  to 
take  place !  That  Temperance  they  fo  much 
boaft  of,  I  found  oftentimes  turn'd  intofhame- 
ful  Excefs  and  Gluttony  i  but  this  was  done  in 
private,  to  avoid  giving  Scandal.  Thefe  things 
I  very  much  wonder'd  at,  but  much  more,  whea 
I  was  an  Eye-witnefs  to  the  General  and  other  , 
Superiors  regaling  of  young  Wom^n  in  a  clofe 
Chappel  of  our  Church,  with  Wiiie  and  other 
Dainties.  Their  Hofpitality  and,  Poverty  were 
quite  vaniihM,  and  nothing  to  be  feen  but  aa 
in&tiable  Avarice  and  Thirlfc  after  Riches. 
Their  Obedience  appeared  molt  in  obeying 
their  own  unbridled  Lufts  and  Paffions.  In  a 
word,  it  feem'd  to  me,  their  chief  ftudy  was^ 
which  of  them  ftiould  be  moft  wicked  at  home, 
and  yet  be  thought  the  molt  Holy  abroad  j  tbat 
is  to  fay,  who  Ihould  moft  genteelly  play  the 
Hypocrite.. 

Such  Praftices  as  thefe,  one  would  think,' 
,were  fufficient  to  have  convinced  me  I  had  ta- 
jkea  wrong  meafures  for  my  Soul's  Safety  j  and 
t^t  it  was  at  leaft  as  eafy  to  have  work'd  out 
my  SalvatioA  in  $odom  or  Gomorrah'^  as  in  a.  Cloy- 

li  Iter: 
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(tec :  ^u^  Y^lh^tgre^e  <Mf«  ll)9d  of  that  LU^ 
IfltttAfefl  hife  ttt  bate^e^  I  might  ItVie  ^  to  ihi 
HhW  llttd  CdBftitutlbift  6f  tfefeOfdtfl-  <Wliich  M 
reaUtt  art  Vtry  ftvire)  tftd  othfeft  |dv^  tfiert" 
felv^  We  libe\rtV  t6\)itak  them. 

This  TfimigWc  bkd  Welt-dijgh  petfUfidied  Mt 
tb  tt^f,  When  taktRg  i  BtMelito  toy  hidds^  1 
ttHjyitfeBttarty  c4ft  Mf  Eyts  dft  this  V^tft*  li 
thfe  f  f fe  GhalJter  6f  th^fifft  Bptftte  to  tbeo* 
tmhiinsj  and  the  itJifc  ;  Egei^irjk  cWH^  nth 
mtijl  In  incin'mk :  ficptt^nt^  hoH  jnafi  J({Hm>d»' 

fo  Bht  /,  Jtift  M  one  Akt  hmy^  ifre  j^.  Thk 
Sci-lpt6fe,  iaifte«-feti(*asdelibfe¥»tio^,  biCkMb* 
tMt  ^ther  in  thfe  fitrft  Chi^t^  of  IfarAb  a&d 
iht  ii'th  Vdrfe;   :^'j  i^  fkijfv»  dtmmibm 

^nllibori  li^ihyMliM},  frtiieti  fifl&r'dteltdtttkt 
!fttl*fettdkV(Wr  Bight. 

ihy  mf«  r(Mr  ^tad  ^^iUlft  th«  Exeftlfi  6f  tittft- 
MbHlicatibhs  ^M  Ault^^ititfs  tMie  Kt!k  «il^ 
idin'd^  I  ^gik'n  tb  tohMet  th»  Ri^il^btetieg 
iliM  Wdl'hit  of  tfut  SiitibiU:'!!  Allrthm :  WUk 
Luk.i».to  /«  jhaiU'hMdint  dR^e^  \h%hgs  ^hieh 'Jure  tm>' 

»o».t.i8.  And  that  <>f  the  Apoftle,  That  irin  Stpm^s'tif 
this  ft'efitrtt'itiie  are  hot  Worthy  to  be  cmfiHed  WUk 
the  Glory  iphichjhatt  be  revealed  in  mi,- 

ftefngfafly  convinced,  thit  At  R^VhifeDbc- 
trirte  of  Mentis  and  Works  of  Siipeitrogaftiois 
Wsis  highly  derogatory  tb  the  HJdfeoKit  Of  Chrift  ( 
i  could  riot  tkoik  that  6f  Sfti«S»  Wtortbip 
from  ttie  l^ttA  Genfote,  When  I  ««b  daiiy^m 
f  •  Eye- 
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Eye-witnefs  of  their  paying  far*  greater  Vene- 
ration to  the  Virgin  Mary  than  they  did  to  her 
Son,  by  palling  offtheir  Hoods,  kneeling,  and 
lighting  the  Altar-Candies  whilft  they  fang  h^r 
Anthems,  which  it  was  not  their  Cuftom  to  do 
at  other  parts  of  the  Office. 

^  Thefe  and  many  other  Difcoveries  being  hap- 
pily made,  and  my  former  Prejudice  by  de- 
grees vanifliing  away,  I  began  to  examine  all 
the  reft  of  their  Doftrines,  the  grcateft  part  of 
which  I  found  fo  extremely  repugnant  to  God's 
Word,  that  I  could  not  chufe  but  be  greatly 
aftonilh'd  at  my  former  Stupidity  and  Blind- 
nefs,  in  not  difcerning  that  Sink  of  Errors,  Su- 
perftitions  and  AbominatioAs  I  bad  wallow'd 
in. 

Upon  tlie  whole,  that  I  might  prevent  all 
danger  of  relapling  into  any  one  of  thofe  Cor- 
ruptions for  the  future,  I  took  up  a  firm  Re- 
folution  to  (hut  my  Ears  againft  all  Dodrines 
whatfoever  that  could  not  be  plainly  made  good 
Out  of  the  Scriptures  \  and  (all  Motives  of  In- 
tereft  laid  afide)  to  join  in  Communion  with 
that  Church,  whofe  Opinions  and  Worfhip  I 
Ihould  find  moft  conformable  thereunto.  la 
^arfuance  Itereof  I  reinrn'd  to  England^  and 
was  prefent  at  the  Sermons  not  only  of  the 
C\i\iVc\i'Oi'England  Clergy,  but  alfo  of  Dif- 
fenting  Minifters  of  different  Perfuafions ;  I 
ferioufly  perufed  their  Books,  and  particularly 
read  over  the  Thirty  nine  Articles  of  the 
Church  oi  England:  and  truly  I  (hould  have 
bsefi  very  glad,  had  1  found  them  fo  agreeable 
to  Scripture  in  all  Points,  as  that  1  might  with 
Satisfaaion  have  fat  down  in  that  Communion  % 
I i  2  but 
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but  I  cannot  alTent  to  the  34rfc,  s^th  and  36th 
Articles,  nor  to  thofe  words  in  the  lorfc,  viz. 
**  That  the  Church  bath  Power  to  decree 
^^  Rites  and  Ceremonies,  and  Authority  in 
"  Controterfies  of  Faith  :^  alio  part  of  the 
I'jth  touching  Infant-Baptifm,  which  are  the 
fame  the  .  Parliament  was  pleafed  to  except 
in  behalf  of  thofe  Chriftians  that  are  generally 
known  by  the  Name  of  Anabaptifis^  into  whofe 
Communion  I  heartily  defire  to  be  admitted, 
as  thinking  them  to  come  nearcit,  in  their 
Doftrine  and  Worfhip,  to  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
which  they  profcfs  to  make  the  Rule  of  their 
Faith  and  Praftice. 

Having  thus,  Chriftian  Auditors,  given  you 
a  molfc  exad  and  impartial  Account  or  tbe  molt 
remarkable  Paflages  of  my  Life,  and  the  man- 
ner of  my  Convidion  j  it  remains  that  I  now 
particularly  renounce  the  Errors  I  formwly 
embraced  in  the  Romjifh  Church. 


Mr* 
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RECANTATION. 

I  John  Filhngton^  being  highly  fenfible  of  the 
Favour  of  Almighty  God,  in  refcuing  me 
Odt  of  the  Jaws  of  the  Devil,  and  truly  for- 
rowful  for  all  the  Sins  of  my  Life  paft,  and 
particularly  thofe  I  immediately  incurred, 
whilft  1  adher'd  to  the  Romilh  Communion  \ 
Do  here,  in  the  prefence  of  the  All-feeing  God, 
and  Judg  of  all  Men,  mofl:  candidly  and  fin- 
cerely  acknowledg,  that  I  am  not  only  fully 
convinced  of  all  the  palpable  Errors,  Corrup- 
tions and  Novelties  of  that  Church,  as  well 
ift  Doftrine  as  Praaice,  but  do  alfo  utterly  dif- 
own,  renounce  and  abjure  the  fame,  with  the 
greatelt  abhorrence  and  deteftation  I  am  capa- 
ble of. 

And  in  particular,  as  to  thofe  DoSrines  that 
concern  the  Infallibility  and  Supremacy  of  the 
Bilhop  or  Chnrch  of  Rome^  the  main  Founda- 
tions on  which  all  the  other  Abominations  of 
the  Papifts  are  built :  1  utterly  abjure  them, 
as  grofly  intrenching  on  the  Prerogatives  of 
God. 

Their  Doftrinc,  That  Salvation  cannot  be 

had  out  of  theiV  Communion,  is  fo  far  from 

113  being 
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being  countenanced  in  Scripture,  thatTinper- 
fuaded,  it  is  molt  Uncharitable  and  Anti-* 
cbriftian. 

Moreover,  I  utterly  abhor  their  impious  and 
idolatrous  Sacrifice  of  the  Mafs^  asalfo  their 
Dodrines  of  Tranfubftantiatlon,  and  H«lf- 
Communion:  the  fame  being  not  only  contra- 
ry to  the  Word  of  God,  but  to  the  folid  Prin- 
ciples of  Reafon. 

Their  equalling  Unwritten  Traditions  to  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  Tm  afTured,  is  highly  blaf- 
phemous,  and  as  fuch  I  abhor  it. 

I  look  upon  their  forbidding  Ecclefiafticks 
to  marry,  and  the  Laity  to  read  the  Scriptures, 
as  alfo  their  multiplied  Fafts  and  Abftinences, 
under  pain  of  Mortal  Sin*,  their  prafticcof 
Auricular  Confcffion,  and  their  Vows  of  Cba* 
ftity.  Poverty  and  Obedience  j  as  tyrannical, 
and  deftruaive  of  true  Gofpel-Liberty  :  and 
therefore  do  freely  renounce  and  forfakc  them. 

I  likewife  abjure  their  Doftrine  touching  In- 
dulgences, Purgatory,  Merits,  Works  of  Su- 
pererogation, Prayers  in  an  unknown  Tongue, 
and  the  Seven  Sacraments. 

Laftly,  I  renounce,  as  derogatory  to  the 
Honour  of  God,  and  Merits  of  the  Lord  Jefqs, 
their  Adoration  of  the  Crofs,  Images  and  Re- 
licks  :  as  likewife  their  InvocatiQa  pf  the  Bkf- 
fed  Virgin,  Angels  and  Saints. 

i  Thefe  and  all  other  Er^or?^  Corruptions, 
Kovelties  and  5uperftitiooi,  taught  and  praf:- 
tifed  by  the  Church  of  ^^iw^,  b^Wes,  or  in  op- 
pofitioa  to  the  Purity  of  theCJofpel,  I  do  from 
the  bottom  of  my  Soul  difow^i^  renounce  and 
abjure,  and  am  refolved,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
fo  to  do  to  my  Life's  end. 

And 
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And  now^  toconqlude  all,  I  earneftiy  delire 
this  pious  Auditory,  to  pray  for  and  with  me, 
That  the  God  and  Father  of  oar  Lord  Jefus, 
who  fent  his  Beloved  Son  into  the  World  to 
redeem  and  fave  Sinners,  and  to  call  them  to 
Repentance,  would  vouchfafe  to  give  me  a 
Repentance  never  to  be  repented  of,  and  fuch 
powerful  Afliftances  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  that  I 
may  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord  unto  all  pleafing, 
and  adorn  the  Doftrine  of  God  my  Saviour  in 
aU  things,  who  has  wrought  this  wonderful 
Change  in  my  Soul.  And  I  do  here,  in  the 
prefence  of  God,  his  Holy  Angels,  and  this 
Congregation,  protelt  that  I  have  done  and 
faid  all  this,  freely,  without  Bauivocation  or 
Mental  Refervation  *,  and  do  K>lemnly  pro- 
mife  and  oblige  my  felf  (in  cafe  I  be  admitted 
a  Member  of  this  Church)  to  continue  in  Cn- 
cere  and  conftant  Communion  with  the  fame, 
or  others  of  the  fame  Perfualion,  God  aflifting, 
as  long  as  the  Members  thereof  Ihall  keep  to 
the  Parity  of  the  Gofpel. 

"John  Pilkington. 


Ii4  The 
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Hebrews  IV.  ?• 

There  remaineth  therefore  a  ^ft  to  the 
(People  of  God. 


I S  to  fulfil  the  Deflrc  of  a  Dying 
Friend,  that  I  am  now  to  dif- 
courfe  on  tbefe  Words.     The 
Worthy  Paftor  of  this  Congre- 
gation having  feme  months  be-^ 
fore  his  Deceafemade  choice  of  . 
this  Paflage,  as  a  proper  Subjed  for  bis  Funeral  . 
Sermon,  importuned  me  to  undertake  this  Ser-  . 
vice.    He  had  then,  it  feems,  the  Sentence  of 
Death  in  himfelfy  and  perceived  its  gradual  Ap- 
proaches, when  we  were  willing  to  hope  it 
was  at  a  much  greater  diftance  from  him,  than 
what  Time  has  fince  made  appear. 

As  it  was  the  Bufincfs  of  his  Life  to  confult 
your  Advantage,  and  to  endeavour  your  Edi- 
fication ;  fo  he  was  follicitous  that  his  Death  - 
might  be  inftrudive  to  you  too  :  for  as  the  A- 
poftle  Paul  fays  of  Timothyy  He  naturally  cared  riiii. 
for  your  State^    and  your   Welfare  conftantly 
engag'd  his  Thoughts  in  the  time  of  his  Sick-  \ 
nefs,  as  well  as  that  of  his  Health  ^  fo  that  He 
might  well  have  exprefs'd  the  Temper  of  his 
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Mind  toward  you  ia  the  Terms  of  the  Apoftle 

ti^iV.  ^^^^  '  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  negligent  to  pit  you  always  in 
rememtrsmee  of  theft  Mngs^  tho  you  knowthem^ 
Md  he  efidbliflf^d  in  the  frefent  Truth.  Teaj  I 
think  it  rHeet^  as  long  as  I  am  in  this  Tabernacle^ 
to  fiir  you  vfj  by  futting  you  in  remensbranct. 
Knovfing  that  fiortly  I  mufi  put  off  this  my  Taber- 
nacle.  Moreover^  I  will  endeavour  that  you 
may  be  able  after  my  Deceafe  to  have  thefe  things 
always  in  remembrance* 

When  the  Diftemper  under  which  he  la- 
boor'd  had  fo  far  weaken'd  his  Coaftitution^ 
that  he  fuppos'd  his  Departure  was  at  hand^  he 
was  willing  to  have  hazarded  the  Remains  of 
that  Life,  the  Vigor  of  which  he  had  fpent  in 
your  Service,  to  haveobtain'd  an  opportunity. 
of  preaching  to  you  one  Sermon  more,  and 
would  gladly  have  been  brought  from  his  Bed 
^f  Languijhing  to  the  Houfe  of  Prayer^  to  have 
giving  you  his  dying  Charge  (if  pofliblc)  from 
this  Pulpit,  whence  you  had  fo  often  heard  him 
explain  the  Principles  and  enforce  the  Duties 
of  our  Holy  Religion.  But  alas !  tho  his  Spirit 
was  wiUingy  his  Flejh  was  then  too  weak  for  this 
Service.  However,  what  he  could  not  per- 
fornii  himfelf,  he  was  willing  fliould  in  fome 
fort  be  done  by  another.  And  tho  his  Lips 
are  now  closM  in  the  filent  Grave,   yet  (like 

M*-".  ^'  jibeC)  he  being  dead  yet  fpeahj  fpeaks  by  the 
facred  Doftrine  he  io  often  inculcated  on  your 
Minds  in  his  Sermons  and  Exhortations,  and 
by  the  holy  Example  he  gave  you,  whencon- 
terfant  among  you-,  fpeaks  by  that  Faith  and 
Hope,  that  Patience  and  Meeknefs,  that  Hu- 
mility and  Refignation,  that  Charity  and  Kind- 
nefs,  which  appear'd  both  in  the  Conduft  of 
his  Life,  and  in  his  Behaviour  on  a  dying  Bed  : 

Tpeaks 
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fpeaks  to  let  you  know  how  excellent  and  ne- 
ceflary  a  thing  true  Religion  is,  to  make  yoa 
happy  in  Lire  and  Health,  in  Sicknefs   and 
at  Death:    fpeaks  by  his  own  Sicknefs  and 
Death,  that  Righteom  Men  (as  well  as  others)  irt.  sj.  u 
are  taken  away^  and  the  Prof  hets  do  hot  live  for^^^'^'^' 
ever  *,  and  to  put  you  all  in  mind  how  frail  you^^^i39.4. 
arey  that  you  may  fo  number  your  days  as  to^^^^^'^^ 
apply  your  Hearts  untoWifdom:  Speaks  to  you 
particularly  by  the  Words  of  our  Text,  where- 
by he  after  themoft  folemn  manner  recommends 
to  you,  as  a  matter  worthy  of  your  utmoft  Care, 
that  you  would   fecure  to  you  felvcs  an  £»- 
trance  into   that  Rejt  which  remains  to  the  Peo" 
fie  of  God.     Being  dead  (I  fay)  he  yet  fpeaks  ; 
but  which  is  infinitely  more  aweful,  that  GOD, 
viho^bWord  lives  and  abides  for  ever^    whofeiCor.a.!^ 
Word  will  be  either  a  Savor  of  Life  unto  Life^ 
or  a  Savor  of  Death  unto  Death  to  you,  fpeaks, 
and  that  after  the  molt  obliging  and  impor-HeK^x^: 
tunate  manner,  to  invite  you  to  enter  into  this    ^^•♦-  »• 
Reft^  and  to  take  heed  lefi  any  of  you  fall  Jhort 
of  it  thro  Vnbelief 

The  main  Defiga  of  the  Author  of  this 
Epiftle,  is  to  (hew  how  much  the  Admini- 
ftration  of  the  Gofpel  is  to  be  preferM  to  thSt 
of  the  Law.  This  he  makes  appear  by  many 
Arguments,  the  chief  of  which  are  taken  from 
the  Dignity  of  the  Mediator  of  the  New  Tef- 
tament,  and  from  the  Excellency  and  Perfec- 
tion of  his  Sacrifice.      ^ 

When  he  had  given  a  glorious  Idt^  of  this 
Mediator  in  the  firit  and  lecond  Chapters,  and 
had  (hewn  in  the  beginning  of  the  third,  that 
he  is  as  much  fuperior  to  Mofesj  as  a  Son  is  to 
a  Servant ;  at  the  feventh  Verfe  he  takes  oc- 
cafion  to  exhort  the  Hebrews  to  attend  to  the 

Doc- 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


494  ^  Funeral  Sermon  an 

DoSrine  of  the  Gofpel,  and  to  warn  'cm  of 

the  Danger  of  an  impious  Contempt,  andob- 

ftioate  Refafal    of  the  gracious  Propofals  it 

contains  ^  which^  as  he  (hews,  would  certainlj 

cxpofe  ^em  to  a  much  feverer  Sentence  than 

that  pronounc'd  and  executed  on  the  Ifiaeliw 

for  their  Difobcdiencc  and  Unbelief  formerly 

in  tile  Wilderncfs. 

This  Caution  he  tWnks  fit  to  give  in  the 

^*^- 9^     words  of  the  Pfalmifl: :   Wherefore^   m  the  Hctj 

iz.'^'^'    Ghofi  faith  J    To  day  if  yc  mil  hear  his  Voice^ 

hardtn  not  your  Hearts^   as  in  the  Provocatimt^ 

in  the  day  of  Temftation  in  thi  Wildernefs\  when 

yonr  Fathers  tempted  tne^  fnhed  mt^  and  farp  my 

Works  forty  Tears  :  Wherefore  I  was  grieved  with 

that  Generations  andfaid^thef  do  always  err  intheir 

NeartSj  and  they  have  not  known  my  ways  i  fi  I 

,     fi^Mre  in  my  Wrath j  thtyfhall  not  enter  into  mjf  Keft^ 

To  enforce  this  Admonition,  hefuggefts  that 

IXiwI  in  thefe  words  prophd^'d  of  3ie  Time 

of  the  Golpeli  wbenlieiaya,  To  dsy^  if^wil 

hear  his  f^aietj  &c  and  that  therefore  'tis  tea- 

ibnable  to  apply  the  fixampfe  he  jproduces  of 

the  Paoi  ftunent  of  the  oubeU^kg  Tribes;^  who 

provok'd  God  in  the  Delart^   to  thofe  who 

ihould  r^jea:  the  Glad  Tidii^s  of  the  Gofpd  i 

to  ^w  the  Guilt  and  Danger  of  the  latter  a- 

bov«  tbe&r4]9er'^  aod  that  with  ^  mucligreater 

fbroe^  as  the  Light  a^4  Grace  of  the  Gofpel 

traulcend  whatever  mght  feera  moft  glorious 

in  the  Law.     Therefore  he  iufifts,   ver.  ii. 

TiAeheed^  Bruhren^   Ufi  there  he  in  am  •{  you 

Mn  evil  fieatf  of  V^fb^lieff  in  defartir^  jrom  the 

Ver.tj.      living  Cod.     Bta  exhort  me  another  daily^  while 

it  is  called  to  daVf  left  any  of  you  he  hardened  thro 

ver.  17.  t8^^  Deeeitfnkefs  ^  Sin.    And  afiain, With 

f  whom  was  he griovd  forty  Tears?  Was  it  not  with 

them 
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fkim  that  had  fkinti^  wh^ft  Cmrt^i  ftU  in  t^e 
WildMkfs  f  And  f  whonk  fr^itri  Ih  that  th^y 
ifhettld  not  inter  iftto  his  kejl^  hut  to  thorn  thm 
Miev^d  not?  So  wt  fct  thmt  they  t&nid  not  en* 
ter  in  hocaufo  df  Vfibtlitf* 

Ittithediately  after  he  hdd  repeated  this  fad 
laftadoe  of  Gdd's  Judgcoefit  i^n  tebellidus  Ifrael^ 
hfe  arges  hi)  fbrmter  Caution,  and  adds  in  the 
^tglnning  of  the  fburth  Ghapttr  y  Let  us  there-  chap.  4. 
fore  ft ar^  hjjt  Mfroenife  htktt  left  m  of  entrinj^  Ver.i^i.f. 
into  his  Reft  J  wij  of  you  ftomld  feem  to  comt 
Pott  of  if  %  for  nnto  m  v^as  the  Coffel  preached 
^i  10etl  as  to  thorn:  bm  tht  Word  preached  did 
itotfr^t  fhtimip  ^ot  being  mix^d  tpifh  Faith  in 
them  thm  he^rd  ki  Ar  we  roho  haw  believed 
^0  ^nhir  ikto  Rtfty  as  ho  jfaidj  As  I  haift 
{worn  in  ^  Wtath^  if  thy  paU  inter  into  my 
Reft. 

AfA  t&  Mate  it  tvidenC  ttot  the  Pfaldlill:, 
In  4neAtiOiiiig  the  Oath  of  Ood  againft  the 
^r^litti^  nl{i(Vely,  Thm  they  fhomU  not  enter 
into  hie  R»ft,^  Infiooatef,  that  there  il  naw 
4AS^  in  the  tkne  6(  the  Gofpd,  a  Reft  pro^ 
^osM  to  ^  which  Infidels  Ihall  be  pred^ed, 
•ftAd  ibto  wWoh  thDfe  virho  Wlieve  fhall  cer- 
tdiAly^  enter  ^  be  ^n€ders  thejevetal  kinds  of 
Reft  in  ^ich  God  i^  ptea^  to  claitn  a  Pro- 
perty, W^fdi«rethef<^recair4i!»V  Refts^  and 
latbwMch  hts  Peoj|^  miy  be  faid  to  enter, 
tteit  fo  it  Iftay  appdiFivhat  Reft  that  is  which 
tte  Prophet  IXiv^  Intimates  in  the  forecUed 
inrordsfc 

Wc  fltaur)  %rft  that  it  could  not  be  the  Sab- 
bati,  thit  Day  of  Reft  that  enfuM  the  Crea- 
tion, ind  ib  which  it  is  faid^  God  refred  from 
wiZ  his  Works  %  iiace  this  Reft  takes  its  Date  from 
the  fouOdatiOQ  of  the  World :  whereas  the 

Reft 
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Reft  the  Pfalmift  means,  is  fpoken  of  at  yet 
v«.3»4«/.to  come.— /jf  they  JhaU  enter  into  my  Refi*j  al^ 
tho  the  Works  were  finiJVd  from  the  Foundation 
of  the  Worldy  for  he  fpdke  in  a  certain  Place  of 
the  feventh  day  on  this  wife  :  And  God  did  reft  the 
feventh  day  from  ai  his  Works  j  and  in  this  Place 
agamy  if  they  JhaU  enter  into  my  Reih     That  is, 
they  (hall  by  no  means  enter  into  my  Reft, 
according  to  the  Import  of  the  Particle  [jfj 
which  in  the  Hebrew  Idiom  implies  a  ftrong 
Kegation  ^  and  this  is  a  Form  of  Speech  tfpe- 
pccially  us'd  in  Swearing.    Thus  when  Mofes 
puts  the  Tribes  of  Jfrael  in  mind  of  their  Obfti* 
nacy  and  Unbelief,  he  adds,  thzt  God  was  wroth^ 
and  fwaroy  faying^   Sttrely^  there  jhaS  not  one  of 
thefe  Men  of  this  evil  Generation  fee  the  Good 
-OHLand^  6cc.   'Tis  in  the  Original,  If  a  Man  4- 
riN^^  mffWjf  thefe  Men  fliaU  fee^  &c. 
£j^     He  farther  obferves,  that  the  Reft,  fuggeC- 
*  ted  by  the  Pfalmift,  could  not  be  the  Land  of 
Canaan^    tho  this  was  alfo  calPd  God's  Reft, 
becaufe  Ifrael  had  been  poflefs'd  of  it  long 
before  the  time  of  Daivid.    Again  he  Umiteth 
v«r.  7, 8.  ^  certain  day^  f^i^g'i  »»David^  Today  ^er  fo 
long  a  time  \  as  it  is  faidj  To  day  if  ye  wiU  bear 
his  roicoy  harden  not  your  Hearts  ;  For  if  Jefm 
{\.  e.  Jojhua'}  had  given  them  Refij   then  would 
he  not  afterward  have  fpoken  of  another  day. 

The  Sum  of  this  Reafoning  amounts  to  this : 
The  Royal  Pfalmift,  in  warning  Men  to  hear 
the  Voice  of  God  To  day^  and  not  to  harden 
their  Hearts  againft  it  as  the  Jfraelites  formerly 
did,  left  they  ihould  be  puniih'd  like  them  ; 
lignifies,  that  by  obeying  this  Call  of  God, 
in  believing  the  Divine  Word,  they  (hall  be 
admitted  into  God's  Refti  which  can't  here 
mean  the  Sabbath,  or  the  Land  of  Canaan^  tho 
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each  of  thefe  is  call'd  his  Reft ;  becaufe  Men 
cntcr'd  into  thefe  long  before  the  time  of  Da^ 
vid^  and  therefore  maft  be  onderftood  of  a 
State  of  Reft  proposed  by  the  Gofpel,  of  which 
he  prophefies :  So  that  the  Author  of  this  E- 
piftie  juftly  concludes  in  th^  words  of  our 
Text,  There  remdineth  therefore  a  Refi  to  the 
People  of  God. 

The  Method  I  (hall  take  in  treating  thefe 
Words,  will  bej 

I.  To  give  you  a  General  Idea  of  them, 

by  a  brief  Explication. 

II.  To  infift  more  particularly  on  the  Princi- 
pal Things  contain'd  in  them. 

I.  I  am  to  give  a  General  View  of  the  Text; 
by  explaining  the  Terms  of  it:  And  am  to 
ihew 

1 .  'what  is  fignifyM  by  this  Refi. 

2.  Who  are  defiguM  by  this  Charader^ 
tThe  People  of  God.] 

3.  What  is  meant  by  theremaimng  of  this 
Refttothem« 

I .  As  to  the  Refi  here  fpoken  oi^j  'tis  evident 
it  fignifies  the  State  of  Happinefs  which  the 
Righteous  (hall  enjoy  in  the  World  to  come : 
and  this  Term  (like  that  of  Peace)  is  us'd  in 
the  Holy  Scripture  in  a  very  extenfivc  Senfe  i 
and  fometimes  Ggnifies, 

(i.)  That  Eale  and  Repofe  which  enfues  a 
CeflTation  of  Toil  and  Labour  v  for  thefe  were 
firft  introduc'd  by  Sin,  and  therefore 'tis  a 
part  of  the  Curfe  pronounc'd  on  fallen  Man, 
that  in  Sorrm  he  &ould  eat  of  the  ^Fruits  of  cen.  3.  t;} 
the]  Ground  all  ^ho  ddys  of  his  Lif€\  and  that  v.  15/ 
in  the  Sve$0$  ef  kit  Fa^e^  he  ftioirid  eat  Chis^ 
Kk  Bread. 
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Bread.    Aod  that  Labour  and  Sorrow,    tliat 
Vanity  and  Vexation  of  Spirit,  of  which  the 
Wife-Man  fo  often  complains  in.  the  Book  of 
\  Ecclefiaftesy  may  well  be  taken  for  a  Comment 

on  this  righteous  Seatence.  The  Mifery  of 
Men,  on  this  account,  appeared  to  him  fo 
great,  as  to  make  him  prefer  the  Slate  of  the 

ch!^7^!'  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Living'^  and  the  ds^  1/ 
Death  to  the  day  of  one^s  Birth.  Indeed  to 
be  deliver'd  from  thefe  Evils,  is  no  inconfide- 
rable  Advantage :  Tho  we  are  not  to  imagine, 
that  the  Reft  fpoken  ^f  in  our  Text  only  re- 
gards that  of  the  Body  in  the  Grave  j  how- 
ever, this  is  taken  notice  of  in  Scripture  as  a 
Benefit.     When  y^^fr  dpfcribes  tb€  Eafe  and 

Job  3. 17,    Quiet  of  the  Grave,  he  elegantly  fays.  There 

'  '  '^*  the  Wicked  ceafe  frofm  trouhling^  and  \  there  the 
Weury  are  at  refi;  There  the  Prifoners  refi  to-' 
getherj  they  hear  not  the  Voice  of  the  Offreffinr  •• 
The  Small  and  Great:  sfre  there^  andt  ifof,  Ser^ 
vgnt  is  free  from .  his  Mafier.  And  the  PrppbeC 
IJai^j  (peaking  of  the  Death  of  the  righteous 

ifa./7.  a.  Man,  fays,  He  fi$all  enter  into  Pfatp  ^  they  JhaU 
refi  in  their  Beds ^  each  one  walking  ^n  his  Vf'- 
rightnefs^    Ao  Aogel  fpeaks  to  tiie  iiame  pur- 

Dm.  12. 13.  pofe  to  the  Prophet  Z?4iwW,  Go  thou. thy  way^ 
till  the  End  he  \  for  thou  Jhalt  r^,  and  ft  and  in 
thy  Lot  at  the  End  pf  Days.  . Aad  ^fter  the  lik^ 
n^anner  the  A^^U  John  is  ifoftrufted  by  a 
Voice  from  Heaven,  fayjing,  IVrite^  Bkffed  are 

J^ev.  14.13.  thf  Dead  vhddiei^thL  0  iRDrfrPf»he0qeforth  ; 

yraj  .faith  the  Sfirifj  that  tksy  may  nffl  from  their 

LJ^aurs^  AtidihmirWierks  fpBowtheriti     . 

,But  the  aeft  injthe  Textaajrb^rqppos'd, 

.    efpecially  to  regard  that  of  Chefopls  w  gped  . 

JVlen,  when  feparated  &om  their  Bodies^,  for 

t  Cor.  5. 8.  ^jjjig   they  arc  ahfent ,  from  tht  £o4yt    they 

.:  ..  will 
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will  be  frefent  with  the  Lord^  when  they  fliall 
be  free  from  all  the  Fatigue  and  Care  that  at- 
tend them  ia  this  Life.  Above  all,  it  may  de- 
note that  perfeft  State  of  Reft  that  will  fol- 
low the  Refurreftionof  the  Juft,  whofe  Bodies 
and  Souls,  when  reunited,  ftiall  participate  the 
fame  Blefling,  and  enjoy  an  everlafting  Immu- 
nity from  all  Toil,  Labour  and  Uneafinefs-  . 

This  Senfe  of  the  Word  is  confirmed,  by 
the  Allufion  which  the  Author  of  this  Epiftle 
makes  in  the  Context  both  to  the  Condition  of 
the  Ifraelltes^  who  were  delivered  from  a  State 
of  Slavery  and  Bondage,  w^hich  they  had  long 
undergone  in  Egypt^  and  were  promisM  a  State 
of  Liberty  and  Eafe  in  the  Land  of  Canaan  ; 
and  alfo  to  the  Reft  of  the  Sabbath,  in  which 
Gbdis'faid  to  havereftcd  from  all  his  Works, 
and  which  was  defign'd  to  give  Meii  Reft  from 
their  ordinary  Toil  and  Labour :  and  therefore 
the  Words  we  are  confiderin^,  ruA  thus  in  the 
Original,  There  remain^  therefore  a  Sabbat ifm  for 
the  People  of  Gad^  Lq.  a  Ceflatio^  from,  all  Toil 
and  Labour.    -?-''-'        i-::^^.  ;* 

,(.20  This  Reft^  fignlfies  a  State  of  Settlement 
and  5tecurity,  in  oppofition  to  the  various  Chaa- 
ges' and  Viciflitudes,  the  Hazards  and  Dangers 
that  attend  good  iVleh  in  this  Life.  Thus  when 
G6d  prbmifes  the  People  of  Tfrael^  that  his  Kxod.^^.i^; 
P^efefice/Jhould'gp  with  themy  ^Yid  thsit  he  would 
give  them  Rf fir 'y  4is"plain,  he  hereby  lets  them 
irmii^,  that  Whereas  they  were  now  wander- 
ing in  the  Defart,  he  would  brir^g  them  to  a 
fettled  State,  and  that  be  would  at  length  fe- 
CUrethem  from  the  Inconveniences  and  Dan- 
ge^i  which  attended  them  during  their  Pil- 
gi^linajge.  And  Wheti  this  People  were  freed 
from,  the  Calamity  of  War,    'tis  faid 


their 
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joih,  i4.if .  i,a9id  had  Reft  from  War.    On  the  fame  account 

Jvidg .f.3«.>^j^   faid  of  Davidy   that   tht  LORD  gofvt 

2  Sam,  7, 1,  him  Refi  from  all  his  Enemies  round  ahvut :  And 

1  chroii,a2.it  was  prophefyM  of  Solomon^  that  he  (hould  be 

^"  a  Man  of  Reft  j  that  is^  that  he  (hould  have  a 

peaceful  Reign.    To  the  like  purpofe  the  Jews 

Efih,  9.  ts.  are  faid  to  have  had  Reft  from  their  Enemies^ 

after  the  Defeat  of  Haman^s  Plot,    to  iSgnify 

the  Tranquillity  and  Safety  they  enjoy'd  on  that 

occafion. 

This  well  agrees  with  the  Reference  made 
in  the  Context  to  what  was  promised  the  Jf/1 
r4f//>rii  namely,  that  after  all  the  Journeys 
and  Toils  of  the  Wilder nefs  for  forty  years, 
and  all  the  Wars  that  {faould  attend  them  at 
their  Entrance  of  the  promised  L^nd,  they 
Ihould  at  length  attain  a  St^te  of  Settlement 
land  Security.  Thus  good  Men,  thoin  a  State 
of  Pilgrimage  and  Warfare,  during  their  A- 
bode  in  this  World,  fluU  at  laft  arrive  at 
Heaven,  wherd  there  is  p?rfed  Safety  and 
Tranquillity ;  Tho  all  things  here  are  fludua- 
ting  and  fubjed  to  change,  that  State  of  Glory 
is  conftant  and  pjermanent. 

And  as  the  Tribe?  of  Ifrael  were  promised 

the  Divine  ProteSion,  fo  long  as  they  were 

ftedfaft  in  God's  Covenant  j    fo  that  they 

fhould  have  Ho  occafion  to  fear  any  Invafion 

from  their  Enemies,    nay   that  thefe  fliould 

not  fo  much  as  defire  their  Land,   when  all 

the  Men  were  withdrawn  from  their  Fron- 

tiers,  which  happened  thrice  a  year,  when 

they  were  oHig'd  to  go  ap  to  JerufaUm  to 

worihip:  So  this  might  adumbrate  that  per-. 

feft  Security  and  uninterrupted  Tranquillity 

the  Righteous   (hall  enjoy  in   the  Heavenlv 

State.  ^ 

^        _,  (3.)  This 
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(3.)  This  Term  frequently  fignifies  Joy 
and  Pleafure,  and  is  oppos'd  to  a  State  of 
Grief  and  Pain ,  as  appears  by  the  accoant 
the  Apoftle  Paul  gives  of  the  future  Judg- 
ment, when  he  fays  to  the  Thefalomam^ It  a  Their,  i, 

is  a  righteous  thing  with  God  to  recompenfe  Tri-^'^* 
bulation  to  them  that  trouble  you  j  and  to  you^ 
who  are  troubled^  REST  with  m^  when  the 
LORD  Jefm  Jhall  be  revealed  from  Heaven 
with  his  Mighty  Angels^  &c.  And  when  the 
Apoftle  John  defcribes  the  Mifery  of  thofe 
who  (hall  be  condemn'd  to  Eternal  Torments, 
he  fays,    They  have  noRefi^  Day  nor  N^ght.        Rev.  14,11. 

The  People  of  Jfrael  were  promised  Refij  in 
this  fenfe,  in  the  Land  of  Canaan^  in  cafe  they 
were  obedient  to  the  Divine  Laws,    They  were 
not  only  to  be  protefted  from  Calamities  and 
Dangers,  fo  that  none  fliould  make  them  a- 
fraidv   but  to  fit  down  under   their  Vines  and  zecK -^^  10^ 
Fig-Trees^    to  enjoy  Health  and   long  Life,^^-*^- 
Peace  and  Plenty  ;  in  Ihort,  the  Confluence  or      ^^ 
all  Temporal  Bleffings,  that  might  give  them 
innocent  Pleafure  and  Joy  \  or  to  ufe  the  A- 
poftle's  words  on  a  like  occafion^  To  fill  their  a^s  1^.17: 
Hearts  with  Food  and  Gladnefs. 

Laftly,  Refi  is  often  taken  for  Complacency, 
Content  and  Satisfaftion.    Thus  'tis  faid,  on 
the  occafion  oiNoahh  Sacrifices, — The  LORD ^^"- ®- ^'• 
fmelCd  a  fweet  Savour^    or  as  it  is  in  the  Ori- 
ginal, a  Savour  of  Reft  ^  to  (hcw  his  Offerings 
were  very  acceptable  to  God.    And  this  Phrafe 
is  elfewhere  us'd,   to   Ihew  God's  Complacen- 
cy in  the  Oblations  that  were  prefented  him,  Numb.  iJ. 
according  to  his  own  Inftitution.     And  when  ^• 
the  Pfalmift  would  calm  the  Troubles  of  his 
Mind,   he  thus  exprefieshimfelf.   Return  to  thy  T^hi^uc.y- 
Reftj  0  my  Soul^  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bounti- 

K  k  3  /W/y 
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fully  with  thee.  As  if  he  had  faid,  Returo,  O 
my  Soul,  to  thy  ufual  Refuge,  to  that  Con- 
tent and  Satisfaaion  thou  wert  wont  to  enjoy 
in  refigning  thy  felf  to  the  Divine  Conduft, 
and  in  reflediug  on  God's  paft  Favours.     A- 

Pfal.  37.7.  gain,  Refi  in  the  LORD^  and  wait  fatiendy 
for  himy  fays  he  ^  that  is,  reft  fatisfy'd  with 
his  wife  Difpofal  of  all  Events.  And  when 
t\ic  ?voi^\\^t  Zefhaniah  would  Ihew  how  great 
Complacency  God  takes  in  his  People,  he  fays, 

Zcph.3.J7.  Tfetf  LORD  thy  God  in  the  midfi  of  thee  is 
mighty-,  be  will  rejoice  over  thee  with  Joy^  he 
will  REST  in  his  Love^  he  will  joy  over  thee 
with  Singing. 

Thus  we  have  a  General  Idea  of  this  Reft, 
which  not  only  fignifies  a  Geflation  from  Toil 
and  Labour,  but  a  State  of  Settlement  and 
Security,  and  of  Joy  and  Pleafure,  nay,  that 
Fulnefs  of  Joy  which  Complacency  and  3a- 
tisfaftion  denote  i  fo  that  'tis  a  Term  very 
fit  to  reprefent  the  Happinefs  of  the  Heavenly 
State. 

2.  We  are  now  to  confider  who  are  the 
Pcrfons  that  fliall  attain  this  Reft,  defign'd 
by  this  Charader,  [The  People  of  God.] 

'Tis  well  known  that  this  Title  was,  in 
antient  times,  given  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael  \  and 
'tis  to  be  obferv'd  that  the  Author  of  this 
Epiftle  conftantiy  alludes  to  fuch  Things,  and 
ufes  fuch  Terms  as  that  Nation  was  perfedly 
^well  acquainted  with.  They  were  call'd  the 
People  of  Gody  becaufe  they  were  feleded  from 
^^  the  reft  of  Mankind  to  be,  after  a  very  par- 
ticular manner,   inftrufted  in   the  Knowledg  ^ 

Deut.  4.     of  the  Divine  Will,  and  were  taken  into  Cove- ' 

5i:-'5;-  nant  with  God.  They  were  form'd  into  a 
Political  State,  of  which  God  himfelf  was  the 
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King,  who  gave  them  Laws  both  Ecclefiafti- 
cal  and  Civil  i  and  by  a  long  Series  of  Miracles 
delivered  and  protefted  them  from  their  Ene- 
mies,  fo  long  as  they  remainM  ftedfafl:  in  his 
Covenant,  On  this  account  they  were  calPd, 
A  Chofen  Generation^  a  Royal  Priefihood^  a  Ho-  ^*°^-  ^^-S* 
ly  Nation^  a  Peculiar  People.  J  iPet.  2.9. 

Indeed  they  were  not  all  Ifrael  who  were  of  If-  Rom.  9.^, 
rael^  nor  all  the  Seed  of  Abraham,  in  the  fenfe  7>  »• 
of  the  Gofpel,   who  defcended  from  him  ac- 
cording  to  the  Flejh  i  yet  were  they  Typical  Re. 
prefentatives  of  that  Holy  Nation j   that^/Vg-- 
dom  of  Prieftsj  that  Peculiar  PeopUj  which  God 
determined  to  colled  for  himfelf  out  of  a  de- 
generate World,  during  the  State  of  the  Gof- 
pel :    which  wonderfully  alter'd  the  face  of  Re- 
ligion, and  brought  in  a  lively  Hope  and  a 
new  account  of  Things,   refining  and  railing 
the  Minds  of  Men  from  carnal  and  earthly, 
to  fpiritual  and  heavenly  Obje^s.    Under  this 
pure  Difpenfation,  they  only  are  counted  -4- 
vrahan^s  Seedy    and  Heirs  according  to  the  Pro*  cai.  3. 19. 
i»(/r,  who  imitate  the  Father  of  the  Faithful  in 
believing  the  Word  of  God,  and  prove  tbem- 
felves  to  be  his  Children  by  imitating  bis  Ex- 
ample :   They  are  reckoned  Ifraelites  indeed, 
in  whom,  there  is  no  Guile  i    who  are  born  not  ^/johni.  13. 
Bloody  nor  of  the  Will  of  the  Rejhj  nor  of  the  Will 
of  Many  but  ofGod\  who  are  regenerated  byjohnj. 
the  Efficacy  01  the  Holy  Spirit.    Thefe  are  the  ^—8. 
People  of  God,  in  the  fenfe  of  our  Text,  who 
truly  believe  in  the  name  of  our  LO  R  D  Te- 
fiis  Gbrifl:,  and  embrace  his  Gofpel.    And  ^tis 
to  thefe  that  this  Rep^y  or  State  of  Happinefs, 
remains  >  'tis  only  they  who  believey  that  en-  Heb.  4.  j. 
tn  int0  this  Reft.    On  the  contrary,   without  nth.  n.^* 
Fdith  ^tis  impojfible  to  fleafe  God  :  And  as  the  In- 
K  k  4  fidelity 
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fidelity  of  the  Jfraelites  hinder'd  them  from  cn- 
tring  into  Canaan^  fo  thofe  who  disbelieve  and 
rcjett  the  Golpel  of  Chrift,  will,  without  Re- 
pentance, fall  (hort  of  Eternal  Felicity,  and  be 
exposM  to  the  Sentence  of  Eternal  Death  and 
Mifery. 

3.  The  laft  thing  to  be  explained,  is  the 
Hemalnlrtg  of  this  Reft  :  JTjere  remaineth  4 
Refi  to  the  People  of  God.  And  this  may  im- 
port, 

(i.)  That  this  State  of  Happinefs  is  not 
to  be  expefted  in  this  prefent  World.  This 
is  a  State  of  Pilgrimage,  where  good  Men 
find  no  reft  for  the  Soles  of  their  Feet:  lam 

^^35."- 4  Stranger  with  thee  (fays  the  Ffalmift)  and  a 
Sojourner^  as  all  my  Fathers  were.  And  the  Au- 
thor of  this  Epiltle,  fpeaking  of  the  Patri- 

iieb.  11.13,  archs,  fays.   They  confefs^d  that  they  were  Stran^ 

»b  «j>  i^.  ^^y.j  ^„^  PiUrims  on  Earth  j  and  adds,  that  They 
who  fay  fuch  things^  declare  flainly  that  they 
Jifk  a  Country  J  and  that  they  defire  a  better  Coun^ 
try^  that  isy  a  heavenly :  wherefore  God  is  not  4* 
jhan^d  to  be  calPd  their  Godj  for  he  hath  pre^ 
par^d  for  them  a  City.  This  is  not  their  Reft, 
but  there  remains  a  Reft  for  them  in  the  fu- 
ture State. 

,  (2.)  It  may  alfo  denote  the  Certainty  of 
their  Enjoyment  of  this  Happinefs ;  'tis  fu- 
ture, but  'tis  real  j  the  Manfions  of  Blifs  arc 
prepared  for  them.    The  Glory  they  hope  for. 

Col.  1.5-.    the  Crown  of  Right eoufnefs  they  expeft,  is  faid 

ft  Tim.4,.  8.  ^^  ig  1^1  J  ^p  yj,^  ^Ij^^  i^  Heaven. 

(3.)  It  may  fignify  the  Duration  of  it. 
'Tis  not  like  the  Pleafures  of  this  World, 
which  are  momentany  and  fleeting,  and  which 
may  be  compared  to  the  crackling  of  Thorns 
under  4  Pot^  as  the  Wife-Man  elegantly  re- 

preftnts 
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prefents  the  Laughter  of  a  Fool  j  for  after  a  lit-^''^-^-^- 
tie  Noife  and  ftort  Blaze,  thefe  trifling  Joys 
vanifli  and  come  to  nothing,   but  often  leave 
Bitternefs  and  Remorfe  behind  them.     The 
things  of  this  World  periQi  in  the  vfing^  ^^^^(L'V";. 
the  Fajhion  of  it  continually  fajfes  away  i  out  the 
Saints  haYC  in  Heaven  a  better  and  anenduring^^^*^'^^ 
Subfiance.    Their  Crowns  of  Glory  never  fade, 
their  Reft  is  not  interrupted  there,  but  remains 
to  Eternity. 

Having  explained  the  Terms  of  the  Text, 
I  am  now, 

II.  More  particularly  to  difcourfe  on  the 
principal  things  contained  in  it}  and  (hall 
treat, 

1.  Of  the  Excellency  of  that  future  State  of 
Happinefs  defcrib'd  here  by  Reft. 

2.  Of  the  Charader  of  the  Perfons  who  fliall 
enjoy  it,  viz.*  the  People  of  God. 

3.  Of  the  Certainty  of  this  State. 

I.  The  Excellency  of  this  State  of  Happi- 
nefs, reprefented  by  Reft,  defervcs  our  parti- 
cular Conlideration. 

We  all  naturally  and  neceflarlly  defire  to  be 
happy,  and  to  be  as  happy  as  'tis  poflible 
for  us  to  be :  And  what  can  we  defire  more 
(as  large  and  as  importunate  as  our  Defires 
are)  than  to  be  entirely  free  from  Labour 
and  Toil,  Danger  and  Difappointment,  Pain 
and  Sorrow,  Anxiety  and  Difcontent ;  and  to 
enjoy  conftant  Bafe  and  Repofe,  undifturb'd 
Safety,  exauifite  Joy  and  perfeft  Satisfaftipn? 
Yet  no  lels  Happinefs  than  this  is  fignify'd 
by  that  Reft  which  remains  to  the  People  of  God^ 
as  you  have  heard  before.  'Tis  (uch  indeed 
as  Eye  bath  not  feen^  nor  Ear  heard^  neither  have 
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«Cor.t.^.  ^fiter^Jl  ifi^o  the  Heart  of  Man^  the  things  whick 
God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.  'Tis 
a  conCderable  Advantage  to  be  deliver'd  from 
all  the  Toil  and  Vexation,  Cares  and  Trou- 
bles, Fears  and  Hazards,    that  attend  us  in 

iicv.ai.+.  our  prelent  State  j  to  have  Tears  wiped  from 
aU  Eyesj  when  there  (hall  be  no  more  Deaths  nei- 
ther Sorrow^  nor  Crying^  neither  jhaU  there  be  any 
more  Pain.  But  'xis  a  much  higher  degree  of 
Happinefs,  to  have  the  Capacity  of  the  Soul 
enlarged  and  refin'd,  to  receive  and  relifh  hea- 
venly Joys,  and  then  to  have  its  Defires  en- 

Eph.  3. 19.  tirely  fatisfy'd,  and  filTd  with  all  the  Fulnefs 
cf  God.  Safety  and  Tranquillity  would  make 
a  moderate  degree  of  the  Accommodations  of 
this  Life  very  comfortable :  but  what  words 
can  exprefs  the  Excellency  of  that  State  and 
Place,  where  the  higheft  Pleafure  is  joinM 
with  the  utmoft  Security,  and  where  there's 
not  the  leaft  Fear  pf  lofing  that  Divine  Fa- 
vour, which  gives  the  Soul  the  greateft  Con- 

j^j  ,^  „  tent  and  Satisfeftion  i  where  there  h  Fulnefs 
*  <?/  3ftf y,  and  Pleafures  for  evermore  ?. 

The  many  bright  Images  and  elegant  Fi- 
gures, us'd  in  the  Holy  Scripture  to  defcribc 
this  blefled  State,  fall  infinitely  ftioit  of  its 
real  Glory  :  But  as  the  Objefts  of  Senfe  ea- 
fily  and  ftrongly  afFeft  us,  the  Word  of  God 
reprcfents  the  Celeftial  Glory  by  everjr  thing 
that  Men  chiefly  admire  and  elteem  in  this 
World  i  that  by  ftriking  their  Imaginations, 
their  Attention  may  be  engag'd  to  confider 
the  real  Excellency  of  that  Happinefs,  and 
how  to  fecure  to  themfelves  the  Enjoyment 
of  it. 
What  a  magnificent  Defcription   is  given 

c!iaMi.«c  us  of  the  New  Jerufalem  by  tne  Apoftle  John 
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in  his  Revelation  !  What  glorious  things  are 
ffohn  of  the  City  of  God  !  The  Walls  are  great 
and  high,  the  Building  regular  and  noble; 
the  Materials  of  the  Wall  are  Jafper,  and  the 
Streets  of  the  City  pure  Gold,  like  tranfpa- 
rentGlafs;  the  Foundations  garnifli'd  with 
all  manner  of  precious  Stones,  the  twelve  Gates 
twelve  entire  Pearls;  'tis  adornM  with  the 
Throne  of  God,  and  favoured  with  the  con- 
tinual Prefence  of  his  Glory,  and  that  of  our 
blefTed  Saviour,  which  illuminate  this  Holy 
City.  A  River  of  Water  of  Life,  clear  Cryf- 
tal,  proceeding  out  of  the  Throne  of  God,  and 
of  the  Lamb,  flows  thro  the  midft  of  it ; 
on  the  Banks  of  which  grows  the  Tree  of 
Life,  bearing  great  variety  of  Fruits  every 
Month,  and  Leaves  that  have  a  healing  Vir- 
tue. 

The  Inhabitants  are  dignify*d  with  the 
Titles  of  Kings  and  Priefisy  who  fliall  live  and 
reign  for  ever.  The  Crowns  that  are  given 
them,  the  Robes  they  wear,  and  the  Palms 
they  carry  in  their  Hands,  the  Places  aflign'd 
them  on  the  Throne  of  Chrift,  to  fit  with  him, 
as  he  fits  on  his  Father's  Throne,  give  us  an  chip.  7. 17, 
Idea  of  the  higheft  Glory  to  which  Creatures 
can  be  advanced :  and  their  being  fed  with  the 
Fruits  of  the  Tree  of  Life  in  the  Paradife  of 
God,  and  with  the  hidden  Manna^  and  led 
by  the  LAMB  to  Living  Fountains  of 
Water,  and  many  like  Expreffions,  fhew  the 
exquifite  Pleafure  that  ftiall  attend  their  being 
ever  with  the  LOR  D. 

It's  reafonable  to  believe,  that  the  Favours 
to  be  beftow'd  in  the  heavenly  State  on  thofe 
whom  the  King  of  Kings  Ihall  delight  to  ho- 
nour* will  be  futable  to  the  Greatnefs  both 
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jof  his  Power  and  of  his  Love ;  and  that  thoft 
'to  whom  he  difdains  not  at  prefent  to  give 
the  endearing  Titles  of  his  Children  and  his 
Friends,  (hall  (hare  thofe  Honours  andDelights^ 
which  are  agreeable  to  the  Dignity  of  fu£B  a 
Relation. 

It  may  be  a1(b  jaltly  concluded,  that  a  Fe- 
licity purchased  for  them  at  fo  vaft  a  Price 
as  that  of  the  Blood  of  the  Son  of  God,  mufb 
bear  fome  proportion  to  the  Merit  of  this 
wonderful  Sacrifice  i  and  that  the  Effeds  of 
that  Divine  Love^  which  fajfes  Knowledge  will 
appear  as  well  in  the  Greatnefs  of  tne  Blifs 
our  Saviour  has  procurM  for  them,  as  in  the 
Greatnefs  of  the  Sniferings  he  endur'd  to  ac* 
€ompli(h  that  glorious  Defign. 

^Twas  with  this  View,  when  he  was  rea- 
dy to  lay  down  his  Life,  that  he  pray'd  fb 
earneftly  to  his  Father,  that  his  Difciples 
mi^ht  be  with  him  in  that  State  of  Glory  to 
which  he  was  to  be  advanced,  as  a  Reward  of 
his  Sufferings,  that  they  might  behold  his 
Glory,  and  partake  of  it :  and 'twas  to  encou- 
rage them  to  believe  and  afpire  after  fo  great 
a  Privilege,  he  a(rares  them  of  his  Afcen- 
fion,  to  take  po(re(non  of  Heaven  as  their  Fore- 
runner, and  to  provide  Man(ions  of  Glory  for 
them. 

But  I  confefs  this  is  a  very  general  Ac- 
count of  a  Matter,  that  well  deferves  to  be 
more  particularly  difcufsM :  I  (hall  therefore 
confider  this  State  of  Happinefs,  with  refe- 
rence to  the  Faculties  aiid  Capacities  of  the 
Subjefts  of  it. 

(c.)   If  we  confider  Man  as  an  intelligent 
B^ing,  we  can't  fuppofe  him  capable  of  Hap- 
pinefs, without  the  Gratification  of  his  ratio- 
nal 
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nal  Powers.  As  his  Perception,  Rearon  knd 
Judgment  are  Faculties,  which  Ihew  the  high 
Rank  he  has  among  the  various  Orders  of  Crea- 
tures, 'tis  not  to  be  conceived  that  he  can  be 
truly  happy,  unlefs  thefe  be  agreeably  enter- 
tain'd  with  proper  Objefts,  and  fecur'd  from 
Errors  and  Miftakcs.  Mankind  is  fo  fenfible 
of  this,  that  thofe  who  have  allow'd  them- 
felves  the  moft  time  to  think,  andrcflefton 
the  Dignity  and  Capacity  of  their  Being,  have 
exprefs'd  the  moft  importunate  defire  after 
Knowledg  andWifdom;  being  convinced  that 
a  rational  Creature  could  not  be  happy  with- 
out thefe.  And  when  the  Wife-Man,  in  the 
Book  of  Proverbs^  fo  elegantly  defcribes  the 
Happinefs  of  thofe  who  apply  themfelves  to 
acquire  Knowledg  and  Underftanding  \  as  he 
fiiews  thereby  the  Excellency  of  Religion,  which 
is  founded  on  Principles  of  Eternal  Truth  and 
Prudence  ^  fo  he  proceeds  on  the  Suppofition, 
that  'tis  impoffible  to  be  happy  in  a  State  of 
Error  and  Folly. 

How  many  Great  Minds  have  undergone 
a  multitude  of  Inconveniences  and  Difadvan- 
tages,  rather  than  they  would  want  the  Sa.  . 
tisfaftion  of  improving  their  intelleftual  Ta- 
lents i  and  have  with  extraordinary  Vigour 
and  Application  purfuM  fuch  Studies,  as  others 
have  accounted  more  dry  than  profitable  ! 
which  however  fhews,  that  the  Knowledg  e- 
ven  of  things  lefs  important  is  defirable  j  how 
much  more  the  Knowledg  of  Truths  of  the 
higheft  Nature  and  Confequence  ? 

And  if,  notwithftanding  the  fmall  Advance 
the  greateft  Genius  can  make  in  the  Know- 
ledg of  Truth  in  this  World,  becaufe  of  the 
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Ihortiieft  of  honwtt  Life  9  yet  that  degree  of 
it  that  is  attainable,  ii^s  Charms  enoagh  to 
encourage  great  Atterftidn  and  Induftry,  and 
to  make  the  Inquirers  after  Truth  eafily  o- 
vercome  the  Fatigue  of  clofe  Study,  and  de- 
fpife  many  temporal  Ineonreniences  that  at- 
tend it,  fo  as  fometimes  to  forget  the  Nc- 
cefihies  of  their  frail  Bodies :  Wtet  Pleafare 
muft  the  Soul  find  iii  Knowledg  infinitely 
more  extenfive  and  important,  and  attained 
without  Labour  and  Toil,  fuch  ai  tlie  Saints 
Ihall  enjoy  in  Heaven !  ^ 

The  great  diftiAftion  wc  mdke  between 
Men  in  our  Efteem,  with  refpeft  to  the  diffe- 
rent Meafares  of  Wifdom  and  Knowledg  wc 
imagine  they '  pofTefs,  fhews  that  Mankind 
are  agr^  that  thefc  grcfatly  eniidMe  oiir  Na- 
ture, and  have  a^  prefer  Tendcnciy  to  make 
us  happy.  How  ^reat  tfeen  muft  be  the  Fe- 
licity, how  create 'tteOR>ry  trf  the  future 
World,  where  the;  Ri^t6ous  (bafflh^e  thole 
Divine  Truths,  which  are  of  the  ligheft  Im- 
portance^ clearty ■  ftfe  tielfoi'e  them  j^abd  their 
Minds  inlarg'd  t6>^»|j*t«te  thein  diftrnftly, 
and  without  difficulty  aj)piy'd  to  the^Gdntem- 
phtion  of  thed ! '  A^tA^  what  Joi|r  an*  Ad- 
mifatioh  win  theyl*  fiilMj  when^they  fe^ 
a^  they  are  knowiij  afed  fee  riot,  ''as^^iH^a  Glafs^ 
tcor.i^M.dirkiy  Of  obfcurtily;  l^xt-iMiicl^i'^Ml'^acrti^' 

Here  we  aw'«'  jgrtot^Ulfefertafelfefr?  'ftljit- 
tiftws gifopingeiitittl^'lri th^ Daric^^ arid  at bcft 
enjoying  but  fome^Kttlt  Glitnmeriii|i'of  Light : 
How  gr^aii  wilt  ttre  jof  of  the  Sd&rbc,'  when, 
Ihe^  comes  to  fee  T^rtfth^  ill .  its  nat^ivfe  Ipeauty, 
afid  is'deliver'd  both^  fit)m^the  Fdir^  bf  mifta- 
king,  an^  from  the Uneaiinefs  of  doubting! 

Some 
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Some  Perfons  are  very  imprudent  in  the 
choice  they  make  of  purfuing  fuch  Parts  of 
Kaowledg  as  are  lefs  valuable,  and  yet  find 
no  inconfiderable  Pleafure  in  fuch  Purfuits  : 
How  entertaining  then  muft  the  intimate 
Knowledg  of  God,  of  his  Nature,  his  De- 
crees, his  Works  and  Laws,  be  to  Souls  qua- 
lify'd  for  the  Intuition  of  thefe  things,  which 
are  capable  of  engaging  the  Attention,  and 
fatisfying  the  Defires  of  Myriads  of  Angels 
and  Men  to  Eternity  ! 

Our  Ignorance,  our  Pronenefs  to  give  into 
Miftakes,  our  various  Prejudices,  and  our  Im- 
patience in  the  refearch  of  Truth,  often  prompt 
us  to  embrace  its  Shadow  and  Appearance, 
inftead  of  the  Subftance  and  Reality  :  But  the 
Heavenly  Perfection  will  remove  from  our 
Souls  every  falfe  Biafs,  and  entirely  free  us 
from  all  PrepolTeffion  and  Illufion.  There  will 
be  no  want  of  Time  for  the  Inveftigation  of 
Truth,  where  Eternity  will  be  fpent  in  that 
happy  Imployment  j  and  this  without  any 
of  thofe  Avocations,  which,  by  reafon  of  the 
Infirmities  of  our  Nature,  or  the  Necelfities 
of  dur  Fellow-Creatures,  fo  often  give  us 
Interruption. 

What  a  Tranfport  of  Joy  has  the  Solution 
of  a  difficult  Qiieftion   given  a  Philofopher,  • 
w.ho  has  before  often  made  it  the  Subjed  of 
his  Meditation  without  Succefs  !  And  will  not 
the  Souls  of  the  Righteous  be  furpriz'd  with 
infinite  Pleafure  in   fucceeding  conitantly  in  ^ 
the   Difcovery   of  thofe  Truths,   that  were 
formerly  involv'd  in  Obfcurity  and  Darknefs  i  , 
fo  as  to  baffle  the  molt  penetrating  Minds,  i 
apdtO;  poafouiid  the  Wife  and  Prudent  I  i 
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If  Men  could  attain  much  greater  Degrees 
of  Knowledge  than  'tis  poflible  for  them  to 
do  in  this  World,  and  coald  be  fure  of  efca- 
ping  thofe  evil  Occurrences,  which  (b  often 
cut  them  off  in  the  Bloom  of  Youth,  or  in 
the  full  Vigour  of  their  Days  ^  yet  Old  Age 
fbon  overtakes  them,  and  makes  a  wonder- 
ful Impreffion  on  the  Mind  as  well  as  on  the 
Body:  So  that  'tis  no  uncommon  thing  to 
fee  the  Faculties  of  the  Soul,  that  were  once 
ftrong  and  lively,  become  very  weak  and 
languid  ^  and  what  was  acquired  with  much 
Diligence  and  Labour,  is  in  a  great  meafare 
loft  during  this  Life;  (b  that  many  a  Man 
may  be  faid  to  furvive  his  Learning,  and  even 
outlive  his  Reafon.  But  no  fuch  Declenfion 
will  attend  the  Knowledg  of  the  Blefled. 
Konc  of  the  bright  Ideas  they  have  received 
ihall  be  blotted  from  their  Minds,  but  their 
Underftandines  eternally  improve  by  theDi* 
vine  Truths  that  fliall  be  continuaUy  expos'd 
I  John  3. 2.  to  their  View,  when  they  fii^U  be  likeGod^  and 
fee  him  as  he  is*  . 

(2.)  Let  us  farther  confider  Man  as  a  free 
Agent,  and  capable  of  Morality  \  and  we  fhall 
find,  that  to  make  him  truly  and  perfediy 
blefled,  he  muft  have  a  Happinefs  fated  to 
this  part  of  his  Charafter,  which  indeed  dig- 
nifies him  more  than  all  other  Advantages- 
The  Holinefs,  Juftice,  Goodoeis,  Mercy  and 
Truth  of  God,  which  are  term'd  his  moral 
Perfedions,  give  us  the  moft  glorious  Idea  of 
him :  and  fince  a  Creature  is  by  fo  much  the 
more  excellent,  by  how  much  the  more  nearly 
it  refembles  the  Creator ;  and  fioce  Men  caa 
refemble  the  Great  God  in  ndtlling  fo  niudi^ 
as  in  thefe  moral  Properties,  in  being  bely  m 
4*  ^^ 
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hi  u  holy^  and  merciful  as  he  is  merciful ;  the  i  Pet.  i.  jc. 
Felicity  of  the  Saints  in  Heaven  mult  chiefly  i-ukctj.j^. 
coolift  in  moral  Perfedion.  It  is  efpecially, 
on  this  account,  that  Man  is  faid  to  have  been 
created  in  the  Im^e  of  COD -^  it  was  Sin  that 
defac'd  this  glorious  Likenefs,  and  'tis  the  de- 
fign  of  Religion  to  renew  it  on  the  Soul,  in 
order  to  render  it  happy  for  ever. 

*Tis  indeed  impoflible  to  be  happy  without 
it ;  not  only  becaufe  God  has,  by  an  irreverfi- 
ble  Sentence,  determin'd,  that  without  HoUnefs  nth.  n.^^. 
m  Mm  (hatt  fee  him  ^  but  becaufe,  in  the  na<-  . 

turc  df  the  thing,  'tis  neceffary,  that  the  Powers  * 

of  the  Soul  be  turn'd  and  apply'd  to  their  pro- 
per Objeds,  to  render  her  compleatly  happy. 
An  unnatural  Situation  of  the  Mind  will  be 
attended  withUneafinefs,  which  will  frequently 
recur,  notwithftanding  all  the  Amufements  Men 
can  poflibly  invent  to  divert  or  allay  it.  And 
Creatures,  capable  of  moral  Agency,  could  not 
be  happy,  fuppofing  they  could  be  tranfported 
into  Heaven,  while  their  Souls  are  vicioufly 
inclined  :  For  how  could  thofe^  who  are  de- 
fiitnte  of  the  Love  of  God>  find  pleafure  in 
the  View  of  his  Perfedions,  the  Beauty  of 
fvbofe  Holinefs  would  conltantly  reproach  them 
for  the  Deformity  of  their  Sin  ^  and  the  Seve-* 
rity  of  whofe  Jufticc  would  ftrike  fuch  Terror 
on  their  guilty  Minds,  as  would  foon  convince 
them,  they  could  no  more  fublilt  in  his  Pre-» 
fence,than  dry  Stubble  can  dwell  with  devouring 
Fire?  Since  the  Happinefs  of  rational  Crea* 
tores  (as  was  )u(t  now  obferv'd)  chiefly  con* 
fifts  in  their  Ltkenefs  to  their  Creator,  and  in 
their  Ck>mmanion  with  himj  where  there  is 
no  lUfembiance,  btt  contrary  Inclinations, 
vthat  Comaumion  can  there  be  ?  What  Commu-^ 
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a  cor.^.  14.,  fflon  hath  Light  with  Darinefs  ?    And  i»hat  ttfii^ 
'^'  cord  hath  Chrift  with  Belial  ?    And  for  the  fame 

reafon,   the  Company  of  Saints  and  Angels 
would  render  the  Wicked  very  uneafy,  if  they 
were  join'd  to  that  blefled  Society ;  in  which 
they  could  find  nothing  to  footh  and  flatter 
their  foolifh  Prejudices  and  corrupt  Appetites, 
but  fuch  Sentiments  and  Difpofitions  as  would 
direftly  oppofeand  contradifl:  them,  nay  cea- 
fare  and  condemn  them. 
The  Blifs  of  Heaven  is  defcrib'd  by  a  State 
l*^./;.  io,  of  Reft  and  Tranquillity  i  while  the  Wicked  art 
'  '•  like  the  raging  Sea^  when  it  cannot  refi^  whofe  Wa* 

ters  caft  tif  Mire  and  Dirtj  as  the  Prophet 
fpeaks;  and  then  folemnly  repeats  the  fame 
thing  in  other  Terms,  There  is  no  Peactj  faith 
my  GODj  to  the  Wicked.  Their  Souls  are 
agitated  with  furious  Storms,  and  they  are  fo 
violently  driven  by  impetuous  Appetites,  and 
fo  diftrafted  with  the  Tumult  of  their  con- 
tending Paflions,  that  if  they  feek  Reft,  'tis 
impoffible  they  fliould  find  it,  while  they  are 
ponefs'd  with  fuch  a  Legion  of  evil  Spirits. 

But  as  good  Men  afpire  after  nothing   fo 

much  as  a  moral  Refemblance  of  the  Divine 

Being,  and  as  nothing  makes  them  fo  uneafy  in 

this  World  as  the  want  of  Conformity  to  their 

2  Cor.  5. 1,  Maker's  Will,  which  often  makes  them  groa^r^ 

^'    ''       and  defire  to  be  dlffolv^d^  that  they  may  put  off 

the  Body  of  Sin,    and  be  di vetted  of   their 

earthly  Tabernacle  together  j  and  makes  each 

of  them  cry  out  in  the  Language  of  the  PlaJ- 

?^ai.jj.  6.  niiff,  O  that  Ihad  Wings  like  a  Dove!  for  then 

would  I  flee  awayy  and  be  at  refi  :  So  this  View 

of  the  future  Glory,  as  a  State  of  Immnoity 

from  all  Sin,  and  of  a  compleat  Conformity  to 

the  Will  of  Cod,  is,  in  their  accounti  the 
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mofl:  glorious  aad  agreeable  that  can  be  given. 
As  no  Burden  is  fo  great  to  them  as  that  of 
their  Sins,  and  no  Sorrow  fo  pungent  as  that 
which  is  occafion'd  by  the  confideration  of 
their  FoUy  and  Deformity  j  fo  nothing  fo  effec- 
tually revives  their  drooping  Minds,  and  in- 
fpires  them  with  fo  lively  a  Joy,  and  fo  ra- 
vifliing  a  Pleafure,  as  the  Hope  of  their  Ar- 
rival at  a  State  of  perfeft  Holinefs,  which  they 
know  is  the  higheft  Glory  of  Creatures^  and 
therefore  will  give  them  the  greateft  Joy  and 
Satisfadion. 

(3-),  As  Man  is  a  Creature  capable  of  various 
Appetites  and  Affections,  his  Happinefs  muft 
beconfider'd  with  reference  to  thefe,  and  muffi 
exclude  thofe  of  them,  which  either  fuppofe, 
or  are  the  occafion  of  Imperfedion,  Mifery  and 
Uneafinefs  i  and  fix  the  reft  on  their  proper 
Obje3:s,  giving  them  a  futable  Intenfenefs,  and 
a  conftant  Pleafure,  and  that  Satisfadion,  which 
gives  reft  to  the  SouL 

Thus  the  Appetites  of  Hunger  and  Thirit 
will  have  no  room  in  that  bleifed  State,  where 
Che  Bodies  of  the  Saints  fliall  not  need  thofe 
Reparations  by  Food  and  Drink,  which  their 
prefent  Infirmities  require.  All  Fear  Ihall  be 
excluded,  where  there  (hall  be  no  poffibility  of 
Danger,  and  where  there  fliall  be  pfr/>ffX(?vf, 
which  the  Apoftle  fays,  cafis  out  Fear.  There 
will  be  no  room  for  Anger,  where  there  will 
be  nothing  to  provoke  and  irritate,  or  give 
the  leaft  Uneafinefs  i  no  Sorrow,  wher|6  there 
ihall  be  no  mournful  Scenes  to  excite  that 
Paflion,  and  Hope  it  felf  fliall  be  rendered  nfe- 
lefs  by  the  Enjoyment  of  a  compleat  Felicity. 
There  all  Defires  will  be  regular,  and  thefe 
will  find  their  true  aad  full  Satisfadion  i  Love 
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will  be  conltantly  and  intenfely  imployM  ill  the 
View  of  Objcfts  infinitely  lovely,  and  unfpeaka- 
ble  Joy  refult  from  the  Fraition  of  fubftantial 
and  eternal  Good. 

(4.)  This  Happinefs  will  be  accommodated 
to  Mankind,  as  confcioos  of  their  own  Thoughts 
and  Adiotts.  Now  to  render  Creatures  of  foch 
a  Conftitution  happy,  the  Reflexions  they 
make  upon  their  own  Powers  and  Faculties, 
their  Thoughts  and  Senfations^  their  Words 
and  Aftionsy  muft  give  them  no  Trouble  or 
Anxiety  i  but,  on  the  contrary,  great  Delight 
and  Contentment. 

The  Confcioufncfs  of  the  Dignity  of  our 
Kature,  of  the  excellent  Faculties,  Talents  and 
Endowments  God  has  been  pleas'd  to  give  us, 
and  the  Abufe  of  thefe  by  what  pafTes  in  our 
Minds,  and  in  our  Lives,  by  the  Vanity  of  our 
Imaginations,  the  Temerity  and  Partiality  of 
our  Judgments,  and  the  Irregularity  of  both 
our  PafTions  and  Adions,  give  us  frequently 
a  very  |uft  occafion  of  Shame  and  Remorfe : 
Whereas  the  Refiedions  we  make  on  the  r^fat 
nfe  of  the  Powers  God  has  given  us,  and  on 
thofe  Thoughts,  Deiires,  Inclinations  and  Ac- 
tions, which  we  have  regulated  by  his  WiU, 
^ve  us  confiderable  Pleafure  and  Satisfadioa 
in  this  World,  tho  attended  with  many  Infir« 
mities  and  Imperfedions.  How  happy  then 
mutt  the  Righteous  be  in  the  heavenly  State, 
when  their  Minds  (hall  be  agreeably  entertained 
with  Reflexions  on  the  Powers  and  Faculties 
God  has  given  them,  when  rais'd  to  the  utmolfc 
pitch  of  Perfedion  of  which  they  are  capable ! 
When  they  (hall  fee  the  brighteft  Traces  of 
the  Divine  Image  on  their  own  Hearts  ^  when 
they  fliaU  £eel  no  Reludaacy  to  the  performance 
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ef  tbeir  Daties,  bat  attend  them  with  Delight 
and  Fleafore ;  when  they  (hall  be  coiifcious  of 
Qo  vain  Fancy  or  irregxdar  Defire,  much  left 
of  any  diforderly  Aftiop ;  but  find  thcmfelvcs 
Ctmtinually  in  fuch  a  Conditbn,  as  infinite 
Wifdom  and  Holinefs  approve,  always  anfwer*- 
ing  theEnd  of  their  Being,  always  ading  ac- 
cording to  the  Obligations  that  are  upon  them^ 
and  always  findibg  the  higbelt  Pleafure  and 
Satisfadion  in  fo  doing ! 

As  we  naturally  and  neceflarily  lave  out 
felres,  it  can't  but  give  us  extraordinary  Plea^ 
fare  to  find  all  the  Springs  and  Movements  of 
our  Souls  in  order  *,  fince  this  is  what  makes 
them  truly  lovely,  and  renders  them  the  Ob« 
jefts  of  the  Complacency  of  God,  whofe  Fa* 
^our  is  Ufe^  and  in  whofe  Prefente  there  is  Ful* 
nefsefjey. 

(SO  If  we  moreover  take  a  View  of  Man^' 
as  a  Creature  compounded  of  two  different 
kinds  of  Being,  vh..  a  Soul  and  Body  ^  wer 
fiiall  find  this  State  of  Reft  and  Happinefs,  3£* 
lign'd  to  the  Righteous,  is  adapted  to  both 
Farts  of  bim.  How  happy  the  Souls  of  good 
Men  fiiall  bu^  has  rn  part  been  fliewn  already  \ 
but  they  wiQ  not  attain  perfed  Blifs,  till  the 
happy  Day  of  the  RefiirreQiion,  when  their 
Bodies  too  fhall  participate  the  heavenly 
Glc^y.  ' 

The  Body  indeed  is  the  lefs  iioMe  Part  of 
Man ;  yet  the  Holy  Scripture  afibres  us,  that 
the  Bodies  of  the  Saints  fhaU  be  rais'd  from 
the  Duft,  and  clbthM  with  Beauty  andlmmor* 
tality  %  that  our  Weffed  Saviour  w>7f  change  our  phii.  3. 21. 
^ile  Body^  that  it  may  he  fajhion^d  like  ta  his  Glo'^ 
riem  Bed^  according  to  the  Workings  whereby  he 
f>  abh  evim  u^JtMue  atthings  to  himftlfj  That. 
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L^ « 'L  *^^  *^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Saints  arc  yinw  in  Cor^ 
*  ^*  ruftion^  they  (hall  te  r^iV^  i»  Incorruption  ;  tho 
/iiwi  fVi  DiJh^nouTj  they  (hall  hi  raised  in  Glory  i 
tho  y^ipfi  f>i  Weaknefs^  they  (hall  £e  r^i/V  fVf 
Tower  :^  and  that  which  h  fmna  natural  Body^ 
rais'd  affiritual  Ottf. 

How  glorious  di4  the  Body  of  our  Saviour 
appear,  whentransfignr'd,  and  when  he  fhew'd 
i^ev.i.ij,  himfelfto  the  k^KitJohn!  If  the  Bodies  of 
'♦'  *^-  the  Saints  are  to  be  falhion'd  after  this  glorious 
Model,  we  may  be  fure  the  Matter  of  them 
will  be  greatly  purged  and  refin'd,  and  the 
Form  of  them  will  be  very  beautiful  and  glo- 
rious. When  this  Mortal  jhaU  have  put  on  Im^ 
mortality^,  and  Death  Jbatl  he  [wallowed  no  inVic-- 
tory^  thofe  Bodies  that  fliall  be  form'd  tor  Eter- 
nity, and  to  be  the  Vehicfes  of  fuch  happy 
Souls^  will  be  every  way  fitted  and  qualify'd 
for  fuch  an  Office,  and  for  fiich  a  Duration. 

(6.)  As  Man  is  a  fociable  Creature,  he  ought 
to  have  agreeable  Society,  as  well  as  other  Ad- 
vantages, to  render  him  compleatly  happy: 
•-  For  whatever  Privileges  fome  melancholy  and 
fuperftitious  Fancies  have  affix'd  to  perpetual 
Solitude  and  Retirement,  we  have  reafon  to 
believe  the  Author  of  our  Being,  who  loon 
after  the  Formation  of  the  firft  Man,  declared 
peD.2.j8.  it  was  not  good  that  htjhould  be  alone.  And 
that  this  Declaration  may  be  extended  farther 
than  Conjugal  Society,  will  appear  from  tlic 
^Faculties  beftow'd  on  Mankind,  which  render 
them  capable  of  doiog  much  Service  to  each 
other ;  nay,  both  of  contributing  to^  ^od  par- 
taking of  various  Benefits  only  to  be  eajqy'dia 
a  Community. 

'  The  Power  of  communicating  Ideas,;  efpe- 
dally  by  the  Faculty  of  SpSsecbj  the  Capacity 
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of  being  afftfted  with  each  others  Circamftan- 
ces,  and  touch'd  with  each  others  Paffions ; 
fufficiently  make  appear,  that  Men  were,  in 
their  Original  Conftitution,  defignM  for  So- 
ciety. 

Tis  true,  the  Saints  above  in  Glory  ftand 
not  in  need  of  divers  of  thofe  Affiftances  and 
Supports,  which  make  Society  fo  very  neceflary 
to  us  here  below ;  yet  this  does  not  hinder 
but,  even  in  their  bleffed  State,  the  Company 
of  their  Fellow-Creatures,  both  of  the  fame 
and  of  a  fuperior  Order,  may  contribute  to 
the  Advancement  of  their  Glory  and  Blifs  j  as 
this  will  give  occafion  both  to  the  Exercife  of 
their  Vertues,  the  Improvement  of  their  Know- 
ledg,  and  the  Communication  of  their  Joys. 
Therefore  the  Author  of  this  Epiftle  defcribes 
the  deleftial  State,  in  Terms  that  give  us  the 
Idea  6f  a  moft  glorious  and  happy  Society: 
Te  are  come  (fays  he)   to  Mount  Sion,  and  to  nth.  12.21, 
the  City  of  the  Living  G  0  D^  the  heavenly  Jeru-  ^3»  h. 
falem,  and  to  an  innumerable  Company  of  Angels  ; 
To  the  General  AJfemhlyy  and  Church  of  the  Firft^ 
horn  J  who  ate  written  in  Heaven^  and  to  G  O  D 
the  jfudg  of  Ally    and  to  the  Spirits  of  Jufi  Aden 
fnade  ferfeEl^  and  to  Jefns  the  Mediator  of  the 
J^ew  tovenantj  &c. 

And  how  blefled  mult  that  Society  be,  which 
Ihall  remain  for  ever  free  from  all  Pride  and 
Vanity,  all  irregular  Self-Love,  all  Fraud  and 
Treachery,  all  Envy  and  Malice,  all  Difcord 
and  Contention,  all  Sufpicion  and  Jealoufy ; 
and'  where  Humility  and  Charity,  Sincerity 
and  Kindnefs,  Peace  and  Harmony,  mutual 
Confid^rfce  and  Friendftiip  Ihall  reign  for  ever ! 
The  Terms  of  natural  and  civil  Relation, 
tuch  as  thofb  of  Brethren  and  Friends,  Co- 
'  L  I  4  Heirs 
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Heirs  and  Fellow-Citi^cas,  fufficicntly  iadi* 
cate,  that  the  Happiaefs  of  Heaven  wiU  be 
focially  enjoy'd :  apd  this  well  agrees  with  thq 
natural  Propenfion  we  have  to  Converlktioxi 
with  others,  as  we  have  before  obferv'd.  Nof 
will  the  Enjoyment  of  Communion  with  God 
Jiinder  the  Society  of  perfeft  Creatures  from 
being  both  delightful  and  profitable  tp  each 
other,  any  more  than  our  Communion  with 
him,  in  this  imperfeft  State,  interferes  with 
the  good  OiEces  wc  render  each  other,  either 
in  the  Civil  or  Religious  Communities  to  which 
we  appertain,  and  with  the  Advantage  aa4 
Pleafure  we  reap  from  thence. 

Laftly,  This  Happinefs  is  adapted  to  thq 
Condition  of  Man,  confiderM  as  capable  of  Im-* 
piortality,  and  defign'd  by  the  Author  of  his 
Being  to  fubfift  forever:  and  therefore  ta  rea- 
der Men  compleatly  happy,  they  muft  be  fe- 
cur'd  of  the  Continuance  of  the  Happinefs  they 
enjoy  i  other  wife  th?  greater  it  is  in  Pegree, 
the  greater  will  be  their  SoUjcitude  and  Fear, 
left  they  fhould  be  deprive  of  it,  if  it  ^)e  pre- 
carious and  uncertain.  Mankind  defire  not 
only  tp  bch^ppy,  but  to  be  fofor  ever:  an4 
as  it  is  the  greateft  Aggravation  of  the  Mifery 
of  the  Wicked  in  the  future  State,  that;  they 
ihallhaveno  Reft,  but  be  tormented  for  ever 
and  ever ;  fo  'tis  4  mighty  Inhancement  to  the 
Felicity  of  the  Righteous,  that  it  fliall  continue 
in  an  uninterrupted  Couffe  to  Eternity.  No 
Night  fhall  draw  a  Veil  over  that  bright  an4 
glorious  Day,  no  Cloud  fball  intercept  it§  I^uf- 
tre  in  the  leaft  degree. 

Tho  the  People  of  Ifrac^  enjoy'd  Reft  an4 
Peace  in  th^  Land  of  Can^^n  for  a  time,  yet  were 
they  fometimes  invaded^  and  at  odier  time^  le4 
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^^ptive  into  foreign  Countries  by  their  Ene- 
mies :  But  the  Refi  that  remains  to  the  People  of 
Cod^  is  perpetual  in  its  Duration,  being  found- 
ed on  an  everlafiing  Covenant  ^^  order*  d  in  all  things^  %  sam.  aj; 
and  fure.  ^' 

To  Perfons,  who  by  their  Guilt  have  de- 
fervM  everlajling  DeftruBion  from  the   Prefencei^^^^,t'9\ 
of  the  Lord^  and  the  Glory  of  his  Power ^  a  State 
of  Indolence,  or   even  freedom  from   great 
Pain  and  Torment,  might  be  accounted  a  con-    ^^  ^^^^ 
liderable  Indulgence.    What  Words  then  can   "    *'^:i 
exprefs  the  Divine  Mercy  and  Bounty,  which 
have  provided  fuch  a  State  of  Reft  and  Hap- 
pinefs,  as  we  have  been  defcribing,  for  thofe  < 

who  were  once  dead  in  TrefpafTes  and  Sins,  •-* 

tho  now  rifen  to  Newnefs  of  Life  by  Jefus  Chrift  ; 
fpr  thofe  who  once  were;?^^  his  PeapUy  tho  now  Rom,^.aj; 
dignifyM  with  the  Title  of  the  People  of  God  /       ;>      ; 
That  they  might  be  happy  in  every  Capacity, 
to  the  utmoft  Extent,  and  to  all  Eternity!    ,    . 
What  Love  and  Gratitude,  what  Sacrifices  of     *     ..« 
Thankfgiving,  what  Acclamations  of  Praife, 
what  Obedience  ought  to  be  offered  for  this 
unfpeakable  Gift,  both  in  Time  and  thro  Eter^ 
nity,  by  the  Heirs  of  this  Blifs  and  Partners  of 
this  Glory,  to  Him  who  has  calFd  them  to 
Glory  and  Vertue,  and  made  them  Kings  and 
Prie/fsy  to  reign  with  Himfelf  for  ever  ! 

2.  'Tis  time  we  now  particularly  confider  .  .  .  ^ 
the  Charafter  of  the  Perfons  who  (hall  enjoy 
this  State  of  Eternal  Reft  and  Happinefs: 
They  are  the  People  of  0od.  'Tis  for  them,  for 
them  <?w(y,  and  for  4// of  them,  that  this  Glory 
ip  prepared  and  refervM. 

Not  all  who  aflume  this  Appellation  fhall 
participate  this  Happinefs  j  but  thofe  who  ap- 
prove themfclves  to  be  the  People  of  God,  by 
jl  corn- 
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complying  with  the  Terms  of  his  Covenant : 
Thofe  who  truly  believe  Jhall  enter  into  this  Refi^ 
while  thofe  who  only  make  an  empty  Profef- 
fion  of  the  Truth,  and  hold  it  in  Vnrighteoufnefs^ 
fhall  fall  (hort  of  it  by  their  Unbelief  *,  as  the 
Carcafes  of  thofe  Jfraelitesj  who  callM  them- 
felves  the  People  of  God,  and  yet  dealt  trea^ 
cheroujly  in  his  Covenant^  and  provokM  him  by 
their  Unbelief,  fell  in  the  Wildernefs.    All  the 

t  Cor.  10.-  Judgments  which  happened  to  them  were  for  Ex^ 
amples^  and  are  written  for  our  IftftruBion^  upon 
whom  the  Ends  of  the  World  are  come*  Not  all 
that  call  our  Saviour  tORDj  LOHDj  (hall 

Mat-aj-.  II,  5g  admitted  to  the  Marriage-Supper  of  the 
Lamb  j  the  Anfwer  he  makes  to  fome  of  them^ 
is,  Verily^  1  fay  unto  you^  I  know  you  not.  With 
the  Difobedient  he  thus   expoftulates,   IVhy 

^^6.^.  call  ye  me  LORDy  LORD^  and  do  not  the 
things  which  I  fay  ?    But  blejfed  are  they  who  do 

Rer.  t2. 14.,  his  Commandment Sy   that  they  may  have  right  to 

'^*  the  Tree  of  Life^  and  may  enter  in  thro  the  Gates 

into  the  City\  for  without  are  Dogs^  and  Sorce^ 
rerSy  and  Whoremongers^  and  Murderers^  and 
Idolaters^  and  whofoever  loves  and  makes  a  Lye. 

We  have  before  obfervM,  that  none  but 
thofe,  to  whom  the  Title  of  the  People  of 
God  juftly  belongs,  are  capable  of  this  Happi- 
nefs  i  none  but  they  have  a  Temper  of  Soul, 

Col.  X.  li.  which  makes  them  meet  to  be  Partakers  of  the  In^* 
heritance  of  the  Saints  in  Light  ;  none  but  they 
can  relilh  therefin'd  and  pure  Joys  of  Paradife, 
which  are  admirably  adapted  to  the  Defires  of 
their  holy  Souls,  which  have  been  fo  efTeftually 
attrafted.  by  the  Grace  of  God,  that  (like  the 
trembling  Needle  touched  by  the  Loadftone) 
they  can  find  no  Reft,  but  in  fixing  on  the  be- 
-  loved 
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loved  Objea,  that  firft  gave  them  that  power- 
ful Impreffion. 

And  as  none  but  the  People  of  God  fliall  enjoy 
this  high  Privilege,  fo  not  one  of  them  fhall  be    ..  .,^.t  . 
depriv'd   of  it  ^  not  one  of  the  Little  Ones^ 
who  believe  in  our  blefled  Saviour,  will  be  neg- 
leded  or  overlooked  by  him.    He  is  the  good 
Shepherd,    who  will  lofe  none  of  the  Sheep 
committed  to  his  Charge :  He  can  never  forget  i^^.  4.9.  is. 
his  People,  fince  he  has  engraven  them  on  the 
Palms  of  his  Handsy  and  their  Walls  are  conti- 
nually before  him*      He  will  not   forget  their 
Work  of  Faithy  and  Labour  of  Love  i  not  fo  much  Heb.  <f.  co. 
as  a  Cup  of  cold  Water^   given  to  any  one  of 
his  Difciples,  in  the  name  of  a  Difciple^  fhall  Mac.  lo.^t, 
lofe  its  Reward*  .    - 

3,  Let  us  now,  in  the  lafl:  Place,  confider 
the  Certainty  of  this  Reft,  intimated  by  its     .    . ,.  ^^ 
Remaining  to  the  People  of  God.     Even  Natu- 
ral Religion  gives  fome  Light  into  this  matter, 
and  fhews,  that  verily  there  is  a  Reward  for  the  ^^^^^s^^^^l 
RighteoHs-,  verily  there  is  a  God  who  judges  in  the 
Earth*    But  Divine  Revelation  gives  a  better 
Hope,  a  firmer  AfTurance,  and  a  more  explicit 
and  particular  Difcovery  of  it.     This  glorious 
State  of  Reft  is  fecur'd  to  the  Righteous  by  the 
Divine  Promife  •,    by  the  Word,  and  by  the 
Oath  of  that  God,  who  is  Truth  it  felf,  and        ' 
for  whom 'm  impojfible  to  lye^  that  we  w^jfgkHeb.^.  if; 
have  firong  Confolationj  who  have  fled  for  Refuge  ^^'^  ' 
to  lay  hold  on  the  Hope  fet  before  m  ^  which  Hope 
we  have  as  an  Anchor  of  the  Soul^  both  fure  and 
Jtedfafiy  and  which  enters  into  that  within  the  f^eil  i 
whither  the  Forerunner  is  form  entered '^   even  Je- 
fm-i  made  a  High  Priefi  for  ever^  after  the  Order  of 
Melchifedec.     What  greater  AlTurance  can  we 
have  of  any  thing  than  the  Divine  Promife  ? 

Since 
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Since  the  Word  of  God  is;  more  ftable  than  the 

Heavens  and  the  Earth  i   tbefe  may  fiiil^  but 

his  lV$rd  abidnfor  evir*    The  Time  will  come^ 

ft  p^  3. 10,  when  the  Heavens  fbaM  pafs  aw^  with  a  great 

"•  Noife^  and  the  Elementf  fiall  melt  with  fervent 

Heat^  when  the  Earth  alfe^  and  the  Werhs  that 

are  therein^  jhall  be  burnt  uf.     Neverthelefs  we^ 

according  to  his  Promife,  leak  fer  new  Hea-^ 

vens^  and  a  new  Earthy  wherein  dwells  Righteeuf* 

nefs.    When  the  World  (hall  be  delng'd  with 

Fire,  as  it  was  formerly  with  Water,  the  New 

Jerufalem  (hall  receive  and  fecnre  the  People  of 

God,  as  the  Ark  did  then  the  FamUy  of  righte« 

i)eb.i2.t7.ous  Noah.    Tho  this  Earth  and  Heaven  will  bt 

jhaken^  there  are  things  that  cannot  be  jhakeni 

ver.  a8«     bat  mufl:  remain  i  there's  a  Kingdom  that  can* 

not  be  mov*d^  hot  will  abide  for  ever. 
Heb.io.io»  Since  a  new  and  living  way  is  confeeratedfor 
»i,  12,23/  us,  thro  the  Veil  of  our  Saviour's  Flejh^  and  him- 
felf  is  eltablilhM  a  High  Priefi  over  the  Houfa 
of  Cody  we  may  dra^w  neat  with  a  true  Hearty 
in  fuH  Ajfurance  of  Faith — And  ought  to  hold 
faft  the  Profejfion  of  our  Faith  without  wavering^ 
feeing  he  is  faithful  who  bath  fromis^d.  Tho% 
who  believe  have  now  Accefs  by  Faith  to  the 
Throne  of  Chrift  in  Heaven,  and  derive  thofe 
Graces  and  Favors  thence,  which  are  the  Pledges 
of  the  future  Glory  they  expcft,  when  their 
Perfons  ihall  take  pofienion  of  the  Regions  of 
Blifs.  In  the  mean  time  He  lives  and  reigns 
there  as  their  Head  and  Reprefentative,  and 
will  not  fail  to  give  them  that  Geleftial  Inhe- 
ritance, which  he  purchased  for  them  at  the 
ineftimable  Price  of  his  Bloody  and  by  the 
Profped  of  which  he  encourages  them  to  perfift 
in  the  ways  of  Truth  and  Holinef^  tin  they 
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Ttcihe  th  End  of  their  Faith^  iven  the  Salvatim  >  F^  t.^^ 
#/  their  Seuls. 

Add  to  this,  that  oor  blefled  Redeemer 
iifcended  to  this  glorious  Place  in  the  View  of 
bis  Difciples,  and  foon  gare  ample  Proofs  of 
the  high  Station  be  has  there,  and  of  bis  ex- 
tenfive  Authority  over  the  Univerfc,  by  the 
Diftribution  of  extraordinary  and  miraculous 
Gifts,  as  the  firft  Fruits  of  that  Glory,  the 
Harveftof  which  is  hereafter  to  be  expcJacd; 
fo  that  it  would  argue  great  Weaknefs  and  In- 
gratitude, fo  much  as  to  doubt  of  the  Cer- 
tainty of  this  Refi  which  remains  to  the  Peoph 
if  God. 

Thus  have  I  difpatch'd  the  feveral  things  I 
proposM  particularly  to  difcourfeon,  and  now 
Aall  make  a  few  Refledions  upon  the  whole. 

I.  If  fuch  a  State  of  Reft  remains  to  the 
People  of  God,  how  much  does  it  concern  us 
to  be  of  that  happy  Number,  to  be  written 
[or  enroUM3  among  the  Living  in  Jerufalem,  as  1&.4:  $; 
the  Prophet  fpeaks  ?  When  the  moft  haughty 
and  pom^ns  Titles,  that  diftinguifli  (bme  Mea 
from  their  Fellow-Creatures  in  Civil  Society, 
AaU  vanifli  and  come  to  nothing  i  and  when 
all  Temporal  Relation,  with  its  Confequences, 
fliatt  ceafe,  and  Men  of  high  and  low  Degree, 
Kindred  and  Aliens,  be  reduc'd  to  one  com- 
mon Level  i  'twill  then  be  of  the  higheft  Con- 
fequence  to  be  number'd  among  the  People  of 
God,  to  be  own'd  for  his  Friends  and  Favou- 
rites, and  to  be  counted  among  his  Children, 
whom  our  Saviour  will  not  be  ajhanfd  to  ac-Heb.t.  n* 
knowledg  for  his  Brethren. 

How  little  foever  this  Title  of  the  People  of 
Cod  k  efteemM  at  prefent  by  thofe  who  idolize 

the 
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the  Honours  of  this  World,  an  extraordinarf 
Value  wiU  be  put  upon  it  by  Men  of  aU  De« 
grees  at  the  laft  Day :  but  a  mere  Pretence  to 
this  Charader  will  not  fuffice  at  the  General 
Judgment,  as  appears  by  our  Saviour's  Reprc- 
lentation  of  the  Procefs  of  that  aweful  Day. 

If^'^^Y'When  once^  fays  he,  the  Ma^er  of  thcHoufeis 
'        *  rifen  vfy  and  hath  Jhut  to  the  Door^  and  ye  begin 
to  fiand  without^  and  to  knock  at  the  Door^  ftyi^gt 
LORD^  LORDy  open  to  hs^  and  he  Jhatt  an^ 
frverj  and  fay  to  you^  I  know  you  not  whence  you 
are :   Then  Jhatt  you  begin  to  /ijf,  IVe  have  eaien 
and  drank  in  thy  Prefence^  and  thou  hafi  taught 
in  our  Streets.    But  he  Jhatt  fay^   I  tett  you^  I 
know  you  not  J  whence  you  are  ^  depart  from  me^ 
att  ye  Workers  of  Iniquity  :    There  Jhatt  be  weeping 
and  gnajhing  of  Teethj  when  you  fiall  fee  Abra-* 
ham,  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  att,  the  Prophets 
in  the  Kingdom  ofGkd^  and  you  your  f elves  thruft 
0ut^  &c.    'Tis  therefore  of  the  utmoft  Conie- 
queace  that  we  have  a  juft  Claim  to  this  Title. 
Nor  is  it  difficult  to  know  whether  we  are  of 
the  number  of  the  People  of  God,  if  we  witt 
ferioufly  enauire  into  the  Matter :  For,  as  has 
been  (hewn  before,  none  may  truly  be  focall'd 
but  thofe  who   believe  the  Gofpel  of  Jefns 
Chrift,  when  'tis  expos'd  to  them ;  nor  is  it 
fufficient  to  give  Credit  to  it  in  a  general  and 
coafus'd  manner,  but  fo  as  effedually  to  ingage 
us  to  embrace  the  Terms  of  Salvation  propos  d 
in  it.    And  a  Faith  of  this  kind  will  prove 
it  felf  genuine,  by  bringing  forth  the  Fruits  of 
Righteoufnefs  \  and  will  work  by  Love,  which 

c©i,  3. 14.  is  the  Bond  of  PerfeBion.    To  examine  our  feives 
ftridly  on  this  Head,  is  neceflary,  left  wc  fe- 

Rev.  3. 1,  (^yy  deceive  our  feives  with  a  Name  to  Uve^ 

.  while 
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while  tPe  art  dead  \  and  with  a  Form  ofGodlinefs^xTim. 3.  j; 
while  we  deny  the  Power  of  it. 

2.  How  (hould  this  difengage  the  Affedioos 
of  thofe  who  find  themfelves  dignifyM  with 
this  Character,  and  with  the  Privileges  be- 
longing to  it^  from  this  World)  and  the  things 
of  it ;  and  difpofe  them  to  feek  the  things  which  Coi-  3- '» i? 
are  Above^  where  Chrifi  fits  at  the  right  Hand  of 
God !  How  jalt  is  it  that  their  Hearts  (hoold 
be  where  their  Treafure  is ! 

What  is  there  to  be  found  in  this  World^ 
but  Vanity  and  Vexation  of  Spirit?  as  the 
Wife^man  has  long  (ince  obfervM.  What  won- 
der then,  if  good  Men,  in  this  State  of  ?iU 
grimage,  like  the  Dove  that  wander'd  from 
the  Ark,  can  find  no  Refl:  for  the  Soles  of 
their  Feet? 

If  the  fame  Inquiry  were  made  after  Reft  and 
Hapipinefs,  as  is  reprefented  in  the  Book  of 
Job^  to  be  made  after  Wifdom  and  Under- 
ftanding,  the  fame  Anfwer  might  be  return'd : 
Afan  knoweth  not  the  Price  thereof^   neither  ixJobiS.iaJ 
it   found   in    the   Land  of   the  Living.      The\l'/^*^^' 
Depth  faith^  It  is  not  in  me  }  and  the  Sea  faith^ 
It  is  not  in  me :   It  carPt  be  gotten  for  Gold^ 
neither  JhaB  Silver  be  weighed  for  the  Price  of  it  i 
it  cannot  be  valt^d  with  the  Gold  of  Ophir^  with 
the  precious  Onyx^  or  the  Saphir^  &c.     But  God 
underftands  the  way  thereof^  and  he  knows  the  Place  Ver.  aj, 
cf  it  J  &c. 

Let  us  not  then  feek  Happinefs  in  this 
World,  where  it  is  not  to  be  found  j  for  why 
ihould  we  feek  the  Living  among  the  Dead  ? 
But  let  us  turn  our  Byes  towards  that  Celeftial 
Country  where  our  Saviour  refides,  and  direft 
our  Courfe  towards  that  heavenly  Jerufalem^  of 
jirhicb  we  pro&fs  to  be  Citizens. 

3.  Tho 


Digitized  byCjOOglC 


5fiR  J  Funeral  Sermon  on 

3.  The  Profpea  of  this  State  of  eternal  Reft 
and  Happinefs,  may  ferve  to  comfort  good 
Men  under  all  the  Afflidtons  and  Sorrows  that 
attend  them  in  this  World,  and  alfo  to  jaftify 
the  Divine  Government,  in  the  uneqaal  Diftri- 
bntion  of  Temporal  Good  and  Evil  in  the  pre- 
fent  State  of  Things ;  which  fometimes  has 
been  ready  to  (hock  wife  and  pioas  Men.    j4s 

fbi.7h^»fir  mij  fays  the  Pfalmift,  my  Feet  were  almojt 

'*  gone^  my  Steps  had  peB  nigh  (lift  i  fer  I  was  en^ 

vietu  at  the  Foelijh^  when  I  Jaw  the  Trofferity  of 

▼«'•  S*  the  Wiched.  ^They  are  not  in  Trouble  as  other 
Men^  neither  are  they  flagu^d  like  other  Men^  See* 

ver.  11,  i^^Sthold  theft  are  the  Vngodly^  who  profper  in  thi 

■*•  Worlds  they  incriafe  in  Riches.    Verily  I  havi 

cleansed  my  Heart  in  vain^  and  wajh^d  my  Hands 
in  Innocence :  For  all  the  day  long  have  J  bee0 
flagu^df  and  ehafien^d  every  morning* 

When  'tis  confiderM,  that  the  Joy  and  Plea- 
fare  of  wicked  Men  are  hot  for  a  moment^ 
mix'd  with  Trouble  and  Remorfe  here,  and 
will  be  follow'd  with  endlefs  Torments  in  the 
future  World  \  and  that  the  many  Troubles  that 
fometimes  befal  the  beft  of  Men^  (ball  ferve  to 
purify  and  refine  their  Souls,  and  to  prepare 
them  for  eternal  Life  and  Glory,  and  to  in« 
hance  their  Reward^  they  may  well  be  recon« 
cird  to  the  moft  fevere  Difcipiine  of  Divine 

a Cpr^.  17. Providence:  Their  light  jiffliHion^  which  ishm 
for  a  moment^  works  for  them  W^r  more  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  Glory.     1  ho  they  now  fow 

Jfal.i2^./,i»  Tears ^  they  fh all  reap  in  Joy:  He  that goei 
forth  and  weeps^  bearing  freciotts  Seedj  fiaO  doubts 
iefs  come  again  IPith  rejoicings  bringing  his  Shedves 
with  him. 
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4^  This  fliould  fortify  the  Minds  of  good 
Men  againft  the  Terrors  of  Death.  That  which 
renders  Death  fo  very  terrible,  is  the  Guilt 
of  our  Souls  ;  therefore  the  Apoftle  fays,  The  i  cor.  ij; 
Sting  of  Death  is  Sin.  Whea  'tis  confiderM  as  ^^* 
the  EfFed  and  Punifhment  of  Sin,  and  that 
which  leads  Men  to  the  Tribunal  of  the  Al- 
mighty, to  receive  an  irreverfible  Sentence  ac- 
cording to  their  Works,  it  has  a  dreadful  Afped 
indeed.  But  if  this  Sting  be  taken  away,  if 
our  Confciences  are  fprinkled  with  the  Blood  ^  John  uy; 
of  Chrifl:,  which  cleanfes  from  all  Sin^  and  we 
are  reconcilM  to  God  by  the  Crofs  of  our  Re- 
deemer ;  if  being  jvftify^d  freely  by  his  Gracc^ 
toe  have  Peace  with  God^  we  may  look  into  the 
Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death  without  fearing 
Evil,  feeing  'tis  to  the  Righteous  the  way  to 
eternal  Life  and  Glory.  Death  will  deliver  them 
from  all  the  Fears  and  Dangers,  the  Cares  and 
Troubles,  the  Sorrows  and  Pains  to  which  they 
are  liable  at  prefent,  and  give  them  an  Entrance 
into  that  glorious  Reft  which  has  been  defcrib'd 
to  you ;  into  thofe  calm  and  bright  Regions, 
which  are  never  ruffled  by  Storms  and  Tem- 
pefts,  nor  fuUy'd  by  Qouds  and  Darknefs : 
Where  Mifery  and  Pain  can  have  no  place,  be- 
caufe  there's  no  room  for  Sin  and  Guilt  \  but 
where  perfeft  Holinefs  and  perfeft  Happincfs 
fliaU  keep  equal  pace  to  Eternity. 

The  View  of  this  Reft  has  made  many  Chri- 
ilians,  who,  on  other  occafions,  feem'dtohave 
no  great  Courage  or  Prefence  of  Mind,  triumph 
over  the  Grave,  when  they  have  found  them- 
felves  dropping  into  it. 

It  was  this  glorious  Profpeft  that  fupported 
tjie  Squl  of  that  Reverend  Perfon,  whofc  Death 

Mm  ^       we 
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we  fo  juilly,  latpent,  and  whole  Life  matt  needs 
render  fiis  Memory  ever  fragrant  to  os :  It  was 
thisinfpir'd  hitn  with  Patience  and  Submi (lion, 
Cdnftariqr  and  Joy,  during  a  tcdiobs  Sickdefs, 
and  at  thfe  very  Article  of  Death. 

And  finee  there  are  divers  thing§  relating 
both  to  his  Life  and  Death,  that  were  very 
exemplary  and  edifying  ;  1  perfuade  my  felf  it 
will  be  thought  very  feafonable  for  me,  now 
to  give  a  brief  Account  of  fome  PaiTages  wor- 
thy to  be  remarked  in  both. 

That  might  jaltly  be  faid  of  him,  which  the 
^TUn.3.i^.'Apo(tlc  fays  of  his  S6nTihiathyy  that  from  a 
Child  he  knew  the  tidty  ScrtphreSy  and  that  thefe 
made  him  wife  to  Salvation^  thro  faith  which  is  in 
Chrifi  Jefus.  The  great  Delig^ht  he  theii  bad  ia 
hearing  the  joyful  Sdond  of  the  Gofpel,  made  * 
him  frequent  div'ers  religious  Afletnbltes,  and 
that  not  without  fome  hazard,  at  k  time  when 
they  were  often  difturb'd  and  interrupted, 
and  fometimes  aflaulted  with  Violence,  while 
they  were  wor (hipping  God  accordi/ig  to  the 
Diaates  of  their  Confciences. 

Some  of  the  Sermbns,  which  he  heard  in 
thofc  Aflemblies,  made  a  deep  and  lafting 
Impreflion  on  his  Mind ;  and  his  early  Con- 
verfion  to  G6d  was  attended  with  an  ear- 
ueft  Defirc  to  be  eniploy'd  in  the  Work  of 
the  Klipiftiry. 

This  Inclination  gteW  fo  ftrong  and  urgent, 
that  nothing  could  difTu^de  him  from  his  De- 
fign,  of  ferving  God  in  this  publick  Capacity. 
To  this  purpofe  he  apply'd  himfelf  to  tbofc 
Studies^  which  he  thought  molt  conducive  to 
the  End  he  had  in  View  i  and  that  with  fo 
much  Diligence  and  Succefs,  that  in  a  little 

time 
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time  his  Profith^  appeared  to  all^  and  at  length 

he  approv'd  himfelf  4  Workman^   that  needed  ^^'^m.2.is. 

nbt  to  be  ajhan%d^  ^^^g^^h   dividing  the  Word  of 

Truth. 

God,  who  inclin'd  his  Heart  to  this  Work, 
and  caird  him  to  it,  had  endowed  him  with 
divers  confiderable  Talents  to  prepare  him  for 
it.  He  had  a  folid  Judgment  as  well  as  a  lively 
Fancy,  and  Quicknefs  of  Thought  as  well  as 
Facility  of  ExprefRon.  His  ftrong  and  mufi- 
cal  Voice,  together  with  that  agreeable  mixture 
of  Gravity  and  Sweetnefs,  which  reign'd  in  his 
Countenance,  tended  to  make  way  for  the 
Truths  and  Reafons  he  delivered,  by  awaken- 
ing the  Attention,  and  engaging  the  Affedions . 
of  bis  Auditors.  He  taught  with  Clearnefs, 
and  argu'd  with  Strength  •,  exhorted  with  Ve- 
hemence, and  reprov'd  with  a  becoming  Autho- 
rity 1  and  found  the  Art,  which  fo  few  who 
fpeak  in  Publick  attain,  of  blending  Reafon 
and  Eloquence  fo  happily  together,  that  they 
mutuaUy  aflifted  and  embelifh'd  each  other,  and 
caually  adora'd  his  Difcourfesj  which  were 
adapted  at  once  to  improve  the  Mind,  and 
touch  the  Heart,  and  had  fomething  in  them 
that  was  entertaining  both  to  the  Learned  and 
Illiterate,  both  to  the  Polite,  and  lefs  cultiva- 
ted part  of  Mankind. 

Tho  what  I  now  fpeak,  can  give  but  a  faint 
Idea  of  his  excellent  Gifts  to  fome  of  this  Au- 
dience -,  yet  I  doubt  not  that  it  raifes  in  the 
Minds  of  thofe,  who  were  wont  to  hear  him, 
a  lively  remembrance  of  the  manner  of  his 
Preaching,  and  molt  needs  make  them  refleft 
on  the  great  Lofs  the  Publick  has  fuftain'd 
^y  bis  Death,  at  an  Age  that  feem'd  to  give 
room  tp  bope,^  that  the  World  might  have 
M  m  2  reap'd 
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reaped  yet  much  more  Advantage  by  his  La- 
bours. 

His  great  Improvement,  next  to  the  Divine 
Bleffing  on  his  alTiduous  Studies,  vras  owing 
partly  to  the  generous  Ambition  he  had  to  ex- 
cel, which  induc'd  him  to  apply  himfelf  to 
dore  Study  and  Meditation,  left  he  Ihould  pro- 
duce any  thing  crude  and  undi^efted  j  partly 
to  the  prudent  Choice  he  made  m  his  younger 
days,  to  converfe  with  Men  not  only  of  Senfe 
and  Learning,  but  of  a  polite  Genius  too  j  and 
partly  to  his  great  Modefty,  which  gave  him 
a  continual  Jealoufy  of  his  own  Performances, 
and  ingagM  him  frequently  to  fubmit  what  he 
.  had  compos'd,  to  the  cenfure  of  thofe  Friends 
he  thought  capable  of  advifing  him  ^  and  to 
intreat  them,  with  uncommon  Importunity, 
not  to  fuffer  any  Faults  to  efcape  their  Remark, 
but  to  be  free  in  advcrtifing  him  of  every 
thing  that  might  feem  to  them  either  defedivc 
or  redundant.  And  indeed  he  would  be  eafily 
convinced  of  any  Overfight  or  Miftake,  and 
gratefully  acknowledg  the  Kindnefs  of  any  one 
that  pointed  it  out  to  him.  Which  fhew'd 
this  did  not  arife  from  a  vain  AfFcftation  of 
Modefty,  but  from  his  Humility,  and  the  real 
Diffidence  he  had  of  himfelf.  And  indeed  he 
deferv'd  the  critical  Severity  of  his  Friends,  in 
knowing  how  to  value  that  fort  of  Kindnefs^ 
and  in  receiving  the  Hints  and  Intimations  they 
gave  him  after  fo  obliging  a  manner. 

isiay,  this  humble  and  happy  Temper  adher'4 
to  him  even  to  the  laft  j  fo  that  he  could  not 
be  eafy  in  publifhing  any  thing  to  the  World, 
without  firft  confulting  fome  of  his  particular 
Friends.  Which  I  the  rather  take  notice  of, 
to  recommend  to  fuch  young  Minifters,  as  are 
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prefent  in  this  Aflembly,  the  imitation  of  fo 
profitable  an  Example:  for  'tis  not  to  be 
doubted  that  they  would  find  their  Account 
in  it^  nay,  that  it  would  mightily  contribute  to 
their  Improvement,  to  ufe  the  fame  Method  ; 
if  they  have  but  the  good  Senfe  to  expofe  their 
Compofitions  to  Perfons  capable  of  obferving 
to  them  their  Miftakes,  and  have  Humility 
enough  to  hearken  to  the  Advice  of  thofe  who 
are  able  to  inform  them. 

It  was  none  of  the  leaft  of  this  excellent  Man's 
Qualifications  for  the  MinifterialWork,  that 
he  knew  how  to  behave  himfelf  in  the  Church  of 
GODj  in  regard  of  the  Exercife  of  that  Difci- 
pline  which  is  lb  neceflary  to  Chriftian  Socie- 
ties. Many  here  prefent  know,  with  what 
Patience  and  Meeknefs,  with  what  Gravity  and 
.Prudence,  with  what  Impartiality  and  Faith- 
fulnefs  he  demean'd  himfelf  in  this  Congrega- 
tion, and  with  what  Prudence  and  Condudl  he 
manag'd  its  Affairs  upon  all  occaCons. 

His  good  Will  and  Charity  to  Mankind  in 
general,  was  confpicuous  in  the  indefatigable 
Labours  he  fuftain'd,  in  endeavouring  to  pro- 
mote the  Intereft  of  their  Souls*  He  often  la- 
mented the  unreafonable  Differences  among 
Chriltians,  and  bad  a  hearty  Refpe6t  for  all  who 
held  the  Effentials  of  the  Chriftian  Religion, 
thp  of  different  Sentiments  in  matters  of  lef- 
f^r  moment :  And  as  he  had  a  Mind  too  gene- 
rous to  be  determined  by  the  Opinion  of  others, 
without  making  a  ftrici  Inquiry  into  the  Rea- 
sons of  Things  j  fo  his  Modqity  and  Charity 
were  too  great,  not  to  give  all  due  Deference 
tp  thofe  who  entcrtain'd  Notions,  which  he 
could  not  fee  reafon  to  embrace.  And  whereas 
he  thought  it  his  Duty  frequently  to  expofe  the 
*  M  m  3  Errors 
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Errors  of  thofe  of  the  Romlfh  Communion^  in 
Terms  of  fome  Force  and  Warmth,  he  defirM  it 
might  be  fignify'd  to  the  World,  after  his  Dc* 
ceafe,  that  the  Zeal  and  Fervour  he  fhcw'd  on 
thofe  Occafions,  did  not  arife  from  a  DifafTedion 
to  any  of  their  Perfons,  but  from  the  deep  Senfe 
he  had  of  the  pernicious  Tendency  of  their  Er- 
rors, and  from  the  ardent  defire  he  had  to  re- 
claim them  from  thofe  Delufions,  as  well  as  to 
prevent  others  from  falling  into  them. 

He  was  not  only  ferviceable  to  this  Congre- 
gation, bat  afeful  to  many  others ;  andtho  his 
Labours  were  chiefly  beftow'd  on  yoo,  yet  his 

^CoT.z.iB^Praife  was  in  the  Go/pel  throughout  many  other 
Churches^  to  whom  he  occafionally  preach^, 
and  whom  he  affifted  with  his  Advice  in  many 
Exigencies. 

That  Piety  and  Charity  which  adorn'd  his 
Converfation  in  the  time  of  his  Health,  fecm'd 
to  increafe  their  Strength  and  Luftre  during 
his  long  Sicknefs ;  a  Sicknefs  which  gradually 
weakened  his  Conltitution,  and  at  laft  grew 
ftrong  enough  to  diflblve  it.  I  can't  fotbear  to 
think,  that  his  extraordinary  Labour  in  the 
Minifterial  Work,  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
Sicknefs  ^  for  fuch  was  the  Fervency  of  his 
Spirit,  that  it  often  rais'd  the  Tone  of  his 
Voice  to  fuch  a  pitch,  as  could  not  but  exhauft 
his  Animal  Spirits  to  a  very  great  degree,  and 
mull  needs,  at  length,  bring  great  Weaknefe 

johnj'.^xv^pon  him.  He  was  a  burning  and  a  Jhining 
Lightj  in  which  we  re|oic'd  for  a  Sealbn  i  but 
how  foon  is  this  Light  extlnguifliM !  He  was 

a  Cor.  iz,  glad  to  fvcud    and  be  /pent  for  you,    for  the 

^^'  Service  ot  your  Faith,  and  for  the  Furtherance 
of  your  Joy. 
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I  muft  hot  omit  to  takt  notice  to  you,  how 
edifying  his  Conver'fatio^i  was  in  the  time  of 
his  Sicknefs,  and  how  diiScult  it  was  Xo  re- 
ftrain  him  from  exhaufting  the  littlfc  Strength 
he  liad  left,  in  giving  ferious  Exhortations  to 
thofe  who  came  to  vifit  him.  Not  content 
with  this^  he  defir'd  many  Perfons  to  be  fent 
for,  whom  either  the  Ties  of  Friendfliip  and 
Acquaintance  had  endear'd  to  him,  or  whom 
he  had  obferv'd  to  attend  his  Miniftry,  with- 
out knowing  what  Efled  it  had  upon  their 
Souls,  or  thofe  with  whom  he  knew  God  had 
intrufted  confiderable  Talents^  that  he  might 
earneftly  recommend  to  thcin  the  Improvement 
of  Time,  in  order  to  their  eternal  Felicity. 

He  obferv'd  to  them,  that  Religion  was  a 
real  thing,  and  of  the  greateft  Importance  of 
allothers^  that  they  might  well  believe  him 
to  be  in  earnefl:  in  what  he  faid,  fince  he  was 
going  to  die,  and  to  give  up  his  Accounts  to 
God.  He  aflfur'd  them,  he  had  not /<»//w'^tPtt.nC 
tmnlHgly  devised  FdbUs^  nor  preaChM  for  filthy 
Lucre  J  bat  that  his  Re j dicing  was  in  theTefii^  aCor.1.12. 
mony  of  fats  Cohfcience^  that  in  SimfHcity  and 
Godly  Sincerity  he  had  exercised  his  Minifterial 
Fundion:  That  he  had  taught  the  Truth  as  if 
is  in  Jefusj  according  to  the  belt  of  bis  Judg- 
ment ;  and  that  he  rely'd  on  the  fame  Dodrine 
he  had  publiih'd  to  othets,  for  the  Salvation 
of  his  own  Soul.  He  ][>refs'd  them  with  ail  the 
Barneftnefs  imaginable  to  confult  the  Intereft 
of  their  Souls,  and  to  im][)rove  the  feveral  Ad- 
vantages Gcfd  bad  put  into  their  hands  for  this 
purpofe ;  and  this  in  fuch  pathetick  Language, 
and  in  fo  affeding  a  manner,  that  it  could  not 
but  make  an  Impreflion  on  all  who  were  pre- 
fent,  and  drew  abundance  of  Tears  from  their 
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Eyes.  I  would  fain  hope,  a  lafting  ImprelGon 
is  made  on  the  Hearts,  at  leaft  of  divers  Pcr- 
fons,  to  whom  he  particularly  addrefs'd  hif 
dying  words;  God  grant,  that  a  Death  which 
has  colt  us  fo  dear,  and  given  us  fo  acute  a  Sor- 
row,  may  be  the  occafion  of  the  fpiritual  Life 
of  many  Souls,  and  caufe  Joy  both  in  Heaven 
and  on  Earth. 

During  the  time  of  his  tedious  lllnefs,  God 

was  pleas'd  highly  to  favour  him,  in  continuing 

to  him  the  Exercife  of  his  Reafon,  and  in  vi- 

fiting  him  with  the  Light  of  his  Countenance  ; 

fo  that  it  might  be   faid  of  him,    as  of  the 

blefled  Man  defcribM    by  the  Pfalmift,    The 

^*-+'-  3-  Lord  ftrengthen*d  him  on  the  Bed  of  Languifiiing^ 

and  made  all  his  Bed  in  his  Sicknefs.     He  was 

generally  in  a  humble,  patient  and  refign'd 

Pofture  of  Mind,   neither  chufing  Life  nor 

Death  •,  or  to  ufe  his  own  Expreffion,  Neither 

ajham^d  to  live^  nor  afraid  to  die :   For  he  knew, 

Jtom-^14.8.  that  whether  he  liv^d^  he  liv^d  unto  the  LORD '^ 

and  whether  he  dfd^  he  dy^d  unto  the  LORDj 

and  that  whether   he  liv*d  or  dfd^   he  woi  the 

>hii.i.  ^^> lord's:   That  Chrifi  would  be  magniffd  m 

him  J  whether  by  Life  or  by  Death  ;  and  therefore 

to  him  to  live  was  Chrifi^  and  to  die  was  Gain. 

So  far  as  I,  who  conversed  intimately  with 
him,  could  perceive,  or  have  learnM  from  o* 
thers  who  attended  him,  his  Faith  and  Hope 
were  vigorous  and  lively ;  he  had  great  Peace 
and  Tranquillity  in  his  Confcience,  and  (bme- 
times  Joy  unfpeakable  and  foil  of  Glory,  clbe- 
cially  towards  the  Clofe  of  his  Days :  for  he 
feem'd  to  improve  in  the  Heavenly  Frame  of 
his  Mind,  as  he  drew  near  the  heavenly  State; 
and  a  little  before  his  Exit,  declared  that  his 
Work  in  this  World  was  finilh'di  and  that 

now 
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now  he  had  nothing  more  to  do,  but  to  refiga 
his  Soul  into  the  Arms  of  bis  Redeemer ;  which 
he  was  heard  to  do  juft  before  he  expir'd,  fay- 
ing, Come  Lord  Jefm  !  Come  quickly  ! 

So  liv'd  and  fo  dy'd  this  Eminent  Servant 
of  God,  whofe  Memory  is  blefled,  and  will 
be  precioas  in  the  account  of  all  who  knew  the 
excellent  Gifts  and  Abilities  God  was  pleas'd 
to  beftow  on  him. 

The  Remembrance  of  thefe,  and  of  the  Ver- 
tucs  and  Graces  that  fhone  in  him,  juftly  ag- 
gravate our  Sorrow  j  and  it  would  argue  Stu- 
pidity, not  to  mburn  on  fuch  an  occafion  as 
this.  The  Lofs  of  fo  well  qualify'd  a  Mini- 
fter,  and  of  fo  faithful  a  Friend,  may  well 
afflia  us  deeply.  Yet  are  we  not  to  mourn  as » Their.  ^ 
tbofe  who  have  no  hope^  becaufe  we  have  reafon  '^' 
to  conclude  that  he  is  enter'd  into  everlafting 
Reft,  and  has  gain'd  infinitely  by  dying.  It 
will  be  well,  if  the  Grief  occafion'd  by  his 
Deceafe  become  a  godly  Sorrow,  by  a  juft  Ap- 
lication  of  our  Thoughts  to  the  Voice  of  God's 
Providence,  which  Ipeaks  fo  loudly  to  us  in 
this  fevere  Affli&ion. 

May  you,  who  are  Members  of  this  Congre- 
gation, remember  how  he  watched  over  you  in 
the  Lord  for  the  fpace  of  about  Twenty  Years, 
and  how  he  ceased  not  to  warn  you  night  and  day  a&s  20.31. 
with  Tears  ^  itiay  you  follow  his  Faith^  conjider^ 
ing  the  End  of  his  Converfation.    Ask  CounfelHeb.13. 7. 
by  your  Prayers,   of  the   great  Shepherd  and  i?et.  1.2s. 
Mifijof  of  your  Souls  in  all  your  DijEculties  j  re- 
lign  your  felves  to  his  Condud,  and  beg  ear- 
ncftly  that  he  would  give  you  another  Paftor  jtr.  ^.  is. 
according  to  his  own  Hearty  who  may  feed  you 
with  Knowledg  and  Vnderfianding.    Remember 
particularly,  the  prelGog  Exhortations  your 

late 
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late  Miaifter  fo  often  made  yoa,  to  continue 
Boaaimoas,  and  to  cultivate  Charity  and  bro- 
therly Love  among  your  felves ;  that  God  may 
ftill  extend  the  Wing  of  his  Proteftion  over 
you,  and  provide  for  the  Neceflities  of  your 
pftu  13a.  Souls  i  that  he  may  bUfs  the  Provifton  of  his 
'^-  Hovfe^  and  fatisfy  the   Poor  with  Bread.      And 

conftantly  regard  the  blefled  Hope  which  is 
fet  before  you,  that  Refi  which  remains  to  the 
i  Cor.^.  i^pg^plg  of  God.     So  run  that  ye  may  obtain  ^  fo 
labour  that  ye  may  enter  into  this  Refi ;    that 
you  may  rejoice  together  with  your  Pallor  in 
the  Day  of  the  Lord,   when  the  many  Souls 
converted  and  edify'd  by  his  Miniftry,  ihall 
f  Th<^/i,  be  his  Crown  J  his  Glory^  and  yoy:^  when  he  (hall 
2a.     *  '  furrender  his  Charge  to  the  Great  Shepherd, 
faying,  LORD  here  am  h  ^^^  ^^^  Children 
thou  haft  given  me. 

AW  w1k>  knew  the  Value  of  this  Great  and 
Good  Man,  muft  needs  partake  of  the  com- 
mon Sorrow  which  his  Death  has  occafion'd : 
But  what  words  can  exprcfs  the  piercing  Grief 
of  one,  who  is  left  in  the  folitary  State  of 
Widowhood  by  fo  tender  a  Husband !  and  with 
what  Compaffion  Ihould  we  addrefs  our  Prayers 
to  the  Father  of  Mercies^  and  God  of  all  Confo^- 
lation^  to  fupport  her  under  this  heavy  Stroke, 
and  to  teach  her  a  becoming  Submiffion  to  his 
Will  in  fo  trying  a  Cafe  ?  A  Cafe  that  calls  loud- 
ly for  our  Commiferation,  and  may  well  make 
her  cry  out  with  the  faddeft  Accent  of  Sorrow, 
Job  19.  It,  //^t/f  p/fy  u^on  moj  have  fity  ufon  mOf  O  ye  tnf 
friends  I  for  the  Hand  of  Cod  hath  touc\^dme.  Yet 
let  not  her  forrowfol  Soul  utterly  refofe  to  be 
comforted,  lince  it  ought  to  be  accounted  a  Fa- 
vour of  Divine  Providence,  to  have  been  rela« 
ted  to  fo  valuable  a  .Ferfoa  9  and  lince  it  has 

pleas'd 
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pleasM  God,  for  the  mitigation  of  her  Trou- 
ble, to  give  her  the  Satisfaftion  of  obferving 
his  Chriftian  Behaviour  during  his  long  Sick- 
nefs,  and  of  hearing  fo  often  the  gracious 
Words  that  proceeded  from  him  ;  fo  9s  to  give 
her  juft  reafon  to  believe,  his  righteous  Soul  is 
now  in  a  happy  State,  waiting  for  the  Refur- 
reftion  of  his  Body,  while  fhe  has  good  Hope, 
thro  Grace,  in  a  little  time,  to  enter  by  the 
fame  Steps,  into  that  Reft  which  he  has  al- 
ready attained.  ^ 

To  conclude;  Let  us  all  account  our  felves 
Pilgrims  and  Strangers  here,  as  the  Patriarchs 
did;  and  as  fuch,  let  us  ahfiain  from  worldly  i^et.i.  it, 
Lvfis^  which  war  againfi  the  Soul.  Let  us  make 
it  appear  that  we  are  in  queft  of  a  better  Coun- 
try^  by  withdrawing  our  AfFedions  from  this 
World,  and  fixing  ^em  on  the  things  above.  Let 
us  keep  the  Eye  of  ouV  Faith  intent  on  that 
Kingdom  which  cant  be  removed \  and  let  us  be 
conftantly  doing  our  Lord's  Will,  that  whenever 
he  (hall  call  us  hence,  being  found  fo  doing,  we 
may  enter  into  this  State  of  Joy  and  Reft^  which 
,  remains  to  the  People  of  God  ;  whither  Chrift^  our 
Fore-runner^  is  already  enter  d.^  and  into  which 
•he  will  receive  all  thofe  who  love  and  wait  for 
his  Affearance* 


FINIS. 
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